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In the late 1930s when the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
the Imrei Chaim, was in Grosswardein, 
he collected funds to feed the many 
refugees from Poland and Galicia.

When the chassid related that he had given 
the money to the widow early in morning, the 

Rebbe’s face changed color...

After Shacharis he went to see 
the Rebbe in his private room.

The rebbe explained…

The excited chassid went around delivering the funds.

The chassid gave it to the widow early 
in the morning on his way to shul.

My son, the list is 
longer this month, but 

please give out the 
money immediately.

Rebbe, Baruch 
Hashem, Asisi kol asher 
tzivisani - I completed 
the mission that I was 

commanded to do!

Gevaldig! Let’s 
go through the 

list...

Oy, vey! I 
apologize, but 

you can no longer 
distribute the 

tzedakah...

But - but, Rebbe, 
what could she 

do with the money 
so late at night? I 
delivered it before 

davening!

ט‘ ניסן  1972 - 1887  5732 - 5648

R’ Chaim Meir, the 4th Vizhnitzer Rebbe (אמרי חיים), was born to R’ Yisroel and Hinda Hager 
in Vyzhnytsia, Romania (currently Ukraine). He was a גדול בתורה ובהתמדה and received 
semicha from R’ Shalom Mordechai Schwadron, the מהרש”ם. During WWI, R’ Yisroel moved 
the chassidus to Grosswardein, Romania. In 1936, after his father’s פטירה, R’ Chaim Meir 
was appointed Rebbe, and continued to build the chassidus. During WWII he miraculously 
escaped being deported to Auschwitz and survived by hiding in Romania. After WWII he 
returned to Grosswardein for a year, but with the rise of communism he immigrated 
to Eretz Yisroel. He was a beloved and brilliant Rebbe, and rebuilt the chassidus in 
the flourishing “Shikun Viznitz” in Bnei Brak. He was a Chaver of the Moetzes Gedolai 

Hatorah. His original gematrias and torah were collected in ספר לקוטי אמרי חיים.

What happened? the 
Rebbe always sends on 

this day! He must have no 
more money in the fund... Oy! 

How will I manage? What 
will I do?

Mein Kind, can you 
imagine the woman’s pain 
that night, what she must 

have been thinking?

This last name on the list is 
an almanah (widow) who lives at 
the other end of town… It’s far 
and it’s so late at night - she’s 

probably asleep. I’ll get up early 
and deliver it in the morning 

before shacharis...

...each moment you give tzedakah sooner 
...is a moment less of a widow’s pain!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֺּא ְלהֹונֹות ְבִמָקח ּוִמְמָכר -ִמְצָוה שלז  ל שֶׁ  
 Sellers and buyers are prohibited from cheating one another 
by overcharging or underpaying for an item, as the סּוק ְוִכי  :says פָּ

ר ַלֲעִמיֶתָך ִחיו…ִתְמְכרּו ִמְמכָּ ַאל ּתֹונּו ִאיׁש ֶאת אָּ  — When you sell to your 
friend … do not cheat each other (א כה:יד  .(ַוִיְקרָּ

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 In the middle of its instructions regarding ה ה the ,ְׁשִמטָּ  ּתֹורָּ
inserts the prohibition of ה אָּ  overcharging. Why does it belong ,אֹונָּ
here? Furthermore, the laws of ה  .are essentially laws about land ְׁשִמטָּ
However, the laws of ה אָּ  do not apply to real estate, since land אֹונָּ
prices vary by location and many other variables. Why then do the 
כֹות ה  of ֲהלָּ  which apply only to movable property, appear in the ,אֹונָּאָּ
midst of the ה  ?laws that apply to the land ְׁשִמטָּ
 The ב ית אָּ ה explains: The underlying message of the בֵּ  ְׁשִמטָּ
year is to impress upon us that everything we have comes directly 
from ד׳. Do not think that if you work harder, you will earn more. We 
are told to leave our land fallow and not to plow or plant it for a full 
year, and are guaranteed that our livelihood will not suffer.  
 This concept demonstrates that cheating is pointless. One 
who cheats thinks that his underhanded methods will bring him some 
additional money; however, if he honestly believes that everything 
comes from ד׳, then he certainly cannot expect to outsmart Him. He 
may think that he is gaining a few dollars by cheating, but then some 
unanticipated expense will arise (parking tickets, doctor’s bills, etc.), 
costing him the same amount of money he “gained.” In the end, the 

bottom line will be precisely what ד׳ intended it to be. 
ֺּא ַנֲעבֺּד ָהֲאָדָמה ַבָשָנה ַהְשִביִעית -ִמְצָוה שכו   ל שֶׁ  

 We are commanded not to work the land in the 7th year of 
the ה   .cycle ְׁשִמטָּ

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך offers a few reasons for the purpose of the ה  of ִמְצוָּ
ה ה פד in ְׁשִמטָּ עֹות) ִמְצוָּ   .(ִמְצַות ְׁשִמַטת ַקְרקָּ
 1) Keeping ה  instills a beautiful and powerful message in ְׁשִמטָּ
our hearts and minds that ד׳ is the Creator of the world. Similar to the 
weekly cycle, in which we show that ד׳ created the world by resting on 
the 7th day, which is ת  so too we follow the cycle of 7 years and rest ;ַׁשבָּ
in the 7th year, which is the ת       .year ַׁשבָּ
 2) When a person keeps ה  he severs his personal ,ְׁשִמטָּ
attachment  to  the  land  and  its  produce  and  is  able  to  realize  
that nothing is rightfully his. Everything he owns is a present from ד׳. 
This ה ה teaches a person the ִמְצוָּ חֹון of ִמדָּ  .ד׳ trust in ,ִבטָּ
 3) When a person keeps ה  he does not work the land ,ְׁשִמטָּ
that belongs to him as an inheritance, a land that he worked hard for 
six years to cultivate. He gives up the produce for others only because 
ה told him to do so, without any reason. This teaches a person the ד׳  ִמדָּ
of נּות   .giving in (even though one feels he is right) ,ַוְּתרָּ
 After a person lives through the ה ה of ִמְצוָּ  and ְׁשִמטָּ
internalizes how ד׳ wants him to relate to his money and possessions, 
it will be easy for him to understand that cheating is pointless.  

Adapted from: ספר החינוך על פרשת השבוע 

ֺלֺמה  born in Zhvill, Ukraine, was the ,ַזַצ״ל Goldman ר׳ שְׁ
younger of the 2 sons of ַכי דְׁ ָים ָשָרה and ר׳ ָמרְׁ  and a ,ִמרְׁ
descendant of R' Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov. He became the 

Zhviller Rebbe after his father’s passing in 1900. In 1926, when a pogrom in 
Zhvill targeted the Jews and killed his mother, along with many of the Jews 
of the area, he escaped and fled to רּוָשַלִים  Though he lived in extreme .יְׁ
poverty, he was famous for his ִחים ָנַסת אֹורְׁ  his door was always open. His ;ַהכְׁ
life’s ֲעבֹוָדה was his ִפָלה ָרכֹות Thousands flocked to his home for his .תְׁ  .בְׁ
During World War II, he spent his time davening for his suffering brethren. 
He was ָטר  the day the Allied victory was announced. His life’s task was ִנפְׁ
complete. 

 כ״ו אייר
5630 — 5705 
1870 — 1945 

R' Shlomo Goldman ַזַצ״ל would relate 
that his grandfather, R' Yechiel Michel 
[of Zlotchov], ַזַצ״ל, would say: ‘When 
does a person realize that he needs 
something? It is really quite simple. 
If ד׳ provides it for him, that is a sign 
that he needs it. And if ד׳ feels that 
he needs it, then he will have an urge 
to want it. However, before ד׳ shows him 
that he needs it, he has no desire for it!’” 

Sherer

TorahThoughts



The Joy of Torah StudyLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

רּו  מְּ שְּ ֹוַתי תְּ ֶאת ִמצְּ כּו וְּ לֵּ ַתי תֵּ ֻחקֹּ ִעָתם … ִאם בְּ יֶכם בְּ מֵּ ָנַתִתי ִגשְּ ץ ַהָשֶדה … וְּ עֵּ וְּ
יֹו. ן ִפרְּ  ִיתֵּ

 If you will follow My decrees and observe My 
commandments and perform them, then I will provide your rains in 
their time, the land will give its produce, and the tree of the field will 
give its fruit ( ָרא כו:ג ד-ַוִיקְּ ). 
כּו  לֵּ ַתי תֵּ ֻחקֹּ יּו  — If you will follow My decrees — ִאם בְּ ֶשִתהְּ
ִלים ַבתֹוָרה  .(ַרִש״י) תֹוָרה that you should toil in the study of …ַעמֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In   the   winter   of   5728   (1968),   R'   Meir   Pam,   then 
approaching 90, fell seriously ill and had to undergo surgery. The 
night  before  he  was  to  be  admitted  to  the  hospital,  R'  Meir  
Pam prepared for the possibility that his end was near. He relayed to 
his son, R' Avrohom Pam (ִשיָבה ֹּאש יְּ  of Mesivta Torah Vodaath), final ר
instructions concerning various ָדָקה  .projects צְּ
 The next morning, the two of them rode to the hospital 
together in a taxi. On the way, the elder R' Meir Pam told his son, “ זָאג
ַבר תֹוָרה Say a — ַא װָארט  R' Avrohom Pam responded by relating a ”.דְּ
difficulty asked by תֹוָספֹות in ַמֶסֶכת סּוָכה and a solution to it found in 
the ֶפר ָערּוְך ַלנֵּר  .סֵּ
 R' Meir Pam pondered this solution and then replied, “I am 
not sure that this is correct.” There was no time to discuss the matter 
further, for they had reached the hospital and had to go directly to 
the admitting office. 
 The doctors decided that surgery would pose too great a 
risk for a man who was in such a weakened condition. R' Meir Pam 
remained  in  the  hospital,  and  a  few  days  later  underwent  a  
very difficult treatment as an alternative to the surgery. When he was 
returned to his room, he appeared pale and very weak, just barely 
alive.  R'  Avrohom  Pam,  who  had  been  waiting  in  the  room,  was 
frightened by his father’s appearance. 
 The patient motioned with his finger that his son should 
come to the head of his bed. R' Avrohom Pam’s heart was pounding, 

for he thought that his father wanted to relate his parting words to 
him. R' Avrohom Pam bent down to hear what his father would say. 
 “Who said this?” his father whispered. 
 R' Pam replied, “I do not understand.” 
 His father repeated, “Who said this?” 
 “I do not know what you are referring to,” R' Pam replied. 
 “Taxi!” whispered the father. 
 “Ah!” R' Pam replied knowingly. “The solution of the  ָערּוְך
ר  ”!which we discussed in the taxi ַלנֵּ
 “Yes,” R' Meir Pam whispered. “I have thought the matter 
through well. He is not right.”[1]  
 How does a person achieve such an attachment to תֹוָרה? 
How can a person attain a love for הקב״ה’s word that does not allow 
even the most trying situation to divert his mind from its study?  
 R' Avrohom Pam writes (in ֶמֶלְך  that to his mind, his (ַעָטָרה לְּ
father  acquired  this  quality  in  his  youth,  through  uninterrupted, 
in-depth תֹוָרה study, which he accomplished while in the company of 
other ִמיִדים  .תֹוָרה like himself, who dedicated their minds totally to ַתלְּ
Through the joy and pleasure of toiling in תֹוָרה, one’s soul becomes 
bound up with it. 
 In his youth, as a ִמיד  in the Slabodka Yeshiva, R' Meir ַתלְּ
Pam  made  it  a  practice  to  retire  for  the  night,  after  a  long  day 
of intensive study, with a ֶפר  in hand. In this way, R' Meir drifted off סֵּ
to sleep while contemplating the thoughts of צֹות ַהחֹוֶשן הּוָדה ,קְּ יְּ  נֹוָדע בְּ
or R' Akiva Eiger. And in the last years of his life, when his eyesight 
dimmed, he would strain himself by day to study from a ֶפר  and ,סֵּ
would study at night by heart.  His body may have been frail, but 
nothing in the world could weaken his love for the word of הקב״ה. 
_____________ 
1. R' Avrohom Pam notes that ר  s solution seems to be a matter of’ָערּוְך ַלנֵּ
disagreement among the later commentaries. See ֶמֶלְך  .pages 169-170 ַעָטָרה לְּ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף ג׳
*While Ari, Chaim, Dov, Eli and Levy waited outside Zev’s house on their way to 
school, Eli complained to the other boys, “I think we are going to come late to 
Rabbi Weiss’s class again because Zev is one of those people who never can be 
on time.” During recess, Don asked Ari if Zev could be relied on to help bring 
the food for the surprise party they were planning for Eli. Ari replied, “On the 
way to school today, someone told me that Zev is always late …” 
Is Don permitted to repeat Ari’s remarks about Zev’s lateness?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Although Eli’s remark about Zev’s consistent lateness was said in front of a 
group of three people, Don may not simply repeat what Ari told him, as this is ְרִכילּות. If 
Zev’s lateness would mean that the party would be ruined, then Ari should advise Don 
that another friend may be a better choice. 

 There is a ִמְנָהג to stay up on the night of ָשבּועֹות and learn ּתֹוָרה or 

say ִּתּקּון. This is to rectify ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל’s mistake of oversleeping on the 

night prior to ַמַּתן ּתֹוָרה (ד׳ had to awaken them to receive the ּתֹוָרה).  

 The ַאִר״י ַז״ל guarantees a special protection for the rest 
of the year for those who stay up the whole night of 
 .ּתֹוָרה learning ָשבּועֹות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
The home of R' Shlomo Goldman ַזַצ״ל, the Zhviller Rebbe, was 
always open for ֶחֶסד. An ָעִני who was a frequent visitor once 
spoke with unusual ֻחְצָפה to the Rebbe, R' Shlomo. His family was 
horrified by the man’s behavior. The Rebbe remained calm and 
pacified those around him by saying, “ ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט ִאים! ִאיְך װֵײס ַאז
 !It is not him! I know he has a fine character — ֶער הָאט פַײנֶע ִמּדֹות!
 He was sent [from — ֶער ִאיז נָאר גֶעִׁשיקט גֶעװָארן ִמיר צּו פרּוִבירן!
Heaven] only to test me!”   Adapted from: The Tzedakah Treasury (ArtScroll) 

UnderstandingDavening
ֵתנּו ֻבעֹות ַהֶזה ְזַמן ַמַתן תֹורָּׁ …יֹום ַחג ַהשָּׁ   

This day of the ֻבעֹות  festival, the time of the שָּׁ
giving of our ה  … ּתֹורָּׁ

Why is the יֹום טֹוב of ֻבעֹות ְזַמן  referred to as שָּׁ
ֵתנּו  the time of the giving of our ,ַמַּתן ּתֹורָּׁ
ה  It would seem more appropriate to ?ּתֹורָּׁ
call it ֵתנּו ַלת ּתֹורָּׁ  the time of the — ְזַמן ַקבָּׁ
receiving of our ה  means ַמַּתן The word .ּתֹורָּׁ
giving or gift. The ה  that we learn every ּתֹורָּׁ
day is a gift that is continually giving. It is the 
ultimate gift that enhances every aspect of 
our daily lives. For example, part of the gift 
of ה ה is that the ּתֹורָּׁ  we learn daily ּתֹורָּׁ
creates a shield that constantly protects us 
from lurking dangers. It is interesting to note 
that the יָּׁה יַמְטרִּ ֵתנּו of גִּ  ,is 1,649 ְזַמן ַמַּתן ּתֹורָּׁ
which  is  the  same  as  נּות ְפֵני  ַהּפּוְרעָּׁ יס  בִּ  ְכְּתרִּ
—    like    a    protection    from    misfortune 
  .(ָאבֹות ד:כא)

The contest: During the weeks leading 
up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ ַשת  and until ַקבָּ רָּ ת פָּ ַשבָּ
ַלח  learn at least 45 minutes before ,שְׁ
ה חָּ ת every ִמנְׁ  in either your ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
ה ִשיבָּ ש or local יְׁ רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for .בֵּ
an  hour  or  more,  you  will  get an 
additional entry into the raffle. 
 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no 
particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום ד ַּתרְׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור כֹות ַשבָּ  or ִהלְׁ
ת  you will receive an extra ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
entry in the raffle. This contest is open 
for all ages up to 12th grade.  
 
If  you  are  interested  in  joining  this 
exciting program, please send in your 
signed faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 
506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your ,יְׁ
contact and fax #’s and your name will 
be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  a 
beautiful set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Dear Talmid, 
 The Zhviller Rebbe, 
Harav Shlomo Goldman ַזַצ״ל, 
became Rebbe after the ִהְסַתְלקּות 
(passing) of his father in 
5660/1900. He dressed in simple 
clothing and tried with all his 
 to keep away from ּכֹוחֹות
anything that might have even a 
tinge of ַגֲאָוה. At his ‘Friday night 
tisch’ he would just sing and eat. 
He would not give out leftovers 
from his food (ִשיַרִים), nor would 
he even say a ְדַבר תֹוָרה. In order 
to be יֹוֵצא his ִחּיּוב of saying  ִדְבֵרי
 at the table, he would תֹוָרה
always end his meal by quoting 
the ֲהָלָכה that a person should 
not leave dirty/empty dishes on 
the table before ִבְרַּכת ַהָמזֹון.   
 Once, while walking in 
the street, a person he did not 
know  insulted  R'  Shlomo  by 
saying that he was not the real 
Zhviller Rebbe, nor was he even 
worthy of being called any Rebbe. 
The Rebbe stopped walking and 
began to ponder why the person 
had acted this way. “I do not 
know him at all and never did 
anything  wrong  to  him!  This 
person must be suffering,” he 
thought. 

 The Rebbe immediately 
sent for his trusted  ָידִס ח , R' 
Eliyahu Roth, to find out what the 
individual’s situation was and if 
he had an income. Perhaps he 
needed money or help in another 
area. When R' Eliyahu discovered 
that the man indeed suffered 
from poverty, the Rebbe found 
out his home address and sent 
him a sizable sum of money — 
payment for the insults that had 
been rained upon him. 
 Due to R' Shlomo’s high 
level of ֲעִנוּות he was not offended 
by this man’s comments. His 
 made him naturally ַאֲהַבת ִיְשָרֵאל
seek  out  the  other  person’s 
problem and give with an open, 
forgiving heart. He understood 
that   someone   acting   in   a 
disrespectful manner, especially 
without cause, may be lacking or 
needy.   
 My ַתְלִמיד, It takes a high 
level  of  self-control,  but  if  it 
happens that your friend acts out 
of character, do not take it to 
heart. On the contrary, maybe he 
is having a hard time and really 
needs your understanding! 

     ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי  Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. What is the comparison between money earned through ִריִבית 
and הקב״ה killing the firstborn Egyptians? 

2. Why is ַיַעֺקב written with an extra ‘5 ’ו times in ַתַנ״ְך and ֵאִלָי־הּו is 
missing the ‘5 ’ו times in ַתַנ״ְך? 

1. Just as ד׳ distinguished between Egyptian firstborn and Jews, so, too, He will distinguish between 
money earned through ִריִבית and punish the wrongdoers. Alternatively, ד׳ took us out of Egypt on 
condition that we accept all His commandments, even difficult ones… (ֶׁר  .(25:38 — ד״ה ֲאש

ְּׁכֹון as a ֵאִלָי־הּו from ו took the letter ַיַעֺקב .2  would come to ֵאִלָי־הּו to insure that (as security) ַמש
redeem ַיַעֺקב’s children (ֶׁת ִּי א ד״ה ְוָזַכְרת … — 26,42). 
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This week's Question of the Week Winner is Zev Lapidoth!



The Joy of Torah StudyLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

רּו  מְּ שְּ ֹוַתי תְּ ֶאת ִמצְּ כּו וְּ לֵּ ַתי תֵּ ֻחקֹּ ִעָתם … ִאם בְּ יֶכם בְּ מֵּ ָנַתִתי ִגשְּ ץ ַהָשֶדה … וְּ עֵּ וְּ
יֹו. ן ִפרְּ  ִיתֵּ

 If you will follow My decrees and observe My 
commandments and perform them, then I will provide your rains in 
their time, the land will give its produce, and the tree of the field will 
give its fruit ( ָרא כו:ג ד-ַוִיקְּ ). 
כּו  לֵּ ַתי תֵּ ֻחקֹּ יּו  — If you will follow My decrees — ִאם בְּ ֶשִתהְּ
ִלים ַבתֹוָרה  .(ַרִש״י) תֹוָרה that you should toil in the study of …ַעמֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In   the   winter   of   5728   (1968),   R'   Meir   Pam,   then 
approaching 90, fell seriously ill and had to undergo surgery. The 
night  before  he  was  to  be  admitted  to  the  hospital,  R'  Meir  
Pam prepared for the possibility that his end was near. He relayed to 
his son, R' Avrohom Pam (ִשיָבה ֹּאש יְּ  of Mesivta Torah Vodaath), final ר
instructions concerning various ָדָקה  .projects צְּ
 The next morning, the two of them rode to the hospital 
together in a taxi. On the way, the elder R' Meir Pam told his son, “ זָאג
ַבר תֹוָרה Say a — ַא װָארט  R' Avrohom Pam responded by relating a ”.דְּ
difficulty asked by תֹוָספֹות in ַמֶסֶכת סּוָכה and a solution to it found in 
the ֶפר ָערּוְך ַלנֵּר  .סֵּ
 R' Meir Pam pondered this solution and then replied, “I am 
not sure that this is correct.” There was no time to discuss the matter 
further, for they had reached the hospital and had to go directly to 
the admitting office. 
 The doctors decided that surgery would pose too great a 
risk for a man who was in such a weakened condition. R' Meir Pam 
remained  in  the  hospital,  and  a  few  days  later  underwent  a  
very difficult treatment as an alternative to the surgery. When he was 
returned to his room, he appeared pale and very weak, just barely 
alive.  R'  Avrohom  Pam,  who  had  been  waiting  in  the  room,  was 
frightened by his father’s appearance. 
 The patient motioned with his finger that his son should 
come to the head of his bed. R' Avrohom Pam’s heart was pounding, 

for he thought that his father wanted to relate his parting words to 
him. R' Avrohom Pam bent down to hear what his father would say. 
 “Who said this?” his father whispered. 
 R' Pam replied, “I do not understand.” 
 His father repeated, “Who said this?” 
 “I do not know what you are referring to,” R' Pam replied. 
 “Taxi!” whispered the father. 
 “Ah!” R' Pam replied knowingly. “The solution of the  ָערּוְך
ר  ”!which we discussed in the taxi ַלנֵּ
 “Yes,” R' Meir Pam whispered. “I have thought the matter 
through well. He is not right.”[1]  
 How does a person achieve such an attachment to תֹוָרה? 
How can a person attain a love for הקב״ה’s word that does not allow 
even the most trying situation to divert his mind from its study?  
 R' Avrohom Pam writes (in ֶמֶלְך  that to his mind, his (ַעָטָרה לְּ
father  acquired  this  quality  in  his  youth,  through  uninterrupted, 
in-depth תֹוָרה study, which he accomplished while in the company of 
other ִמיִדים  .תֹוָרה like himself, who dedicated their minds totally to ַתלְּ
Through the joy and pleasure of toiling in תֹוָרה, one’s soul becomes 
bound up with it. 
 In his youth, as a ִמיד  in the Slabodka Yeshiva, R' Meir ַתלְּ
Pam  made  it  a  practice  to  retire  for  the  night,  after  a  long  day 
of intensive study, with a ֶפר  in hand. In this way, R' Meir drifted off סֵּ
to sleep while contemplating the thoughts of צֹות ַהחֹוֶשן הּוָדה ,קְּ יְּ  נֹוָדע בְּ
or R' Akiva Eiger. And in the last years of his life, when his eyesight 
dimmed, he would strain himself by day to study from a ֶפר  and ,סֵּ
would study at night by heart.  His body may have been frail, but 
nothing in the world could weaken his love for the word of הקב״ה. 
_____________ 
1. R' Avrohom Pam notes that ר  s solution seems to be a matter of’ָערּוְך ַלנֵּ
disagreement among the later commentaries. See ֶמֶלְך  .pages 169-170 ַעָטָרה לְּ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף ג׳
*While Ari, Chaim, Dov, Eli and Levy waited outside Zev’s house on their way to 
school, Eli complained to the other boys, “I think we are going to come late to 
Rabbi Weiss’s class again because Zev is one of those people who never can be 
on time.” During recess, Don asked Ari if Zev could be relied on to help bring 
the food for the surprise party they were planning for Eli. Ari replied, “On the 
way to school today, someone told me that Zev is always late …” 
Is Don permitted to repeat Ari’s remarks about Zev’s lateness?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Although Eli’s remark about Zev’s consistent lateness was said in front of a 
group of three people, Don may not simply repeat what Ari told him, as this is ְרִכילּות. If 
Zev’s lateness would mean that the party would be ruined, then Ari should advise Don 
that another friend may be a better choice. 

 There is a ִמְנָהג to stay up on the night of ָשבּועֹות and learn ּתֹוָרה or 

say ִּתּקּון. This is to rectify ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל’s mistake of oversleeping on the 

night prior to ַמַּתן ּתֹוָרה (ד׳ had to awaken them to receive the ּתֹוָרה).  

 The ַאִר״י ַז״ל guarantees a special protection for the rest 
of the year for those who stay up the whole night of 
 .ּתֹוָרה learning ָשבּועֹות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
The home of R' Shlomo Goldman ַזַצ״ל, the Zhviller Rebbe, was 
always open for ֶחֶסד. An ָעִני who was a frequent visitor once 
spoke with unusual ֻחְצָפה to the Rebbe, R' Shlomo. His family was 
horrified by the man’s behavior. The Rebbe remained calm and 
pacified those around him by saying, “ ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט ִאים! ִאיְך װֵײס ַאז
 !It is not him! I know he has a fine character — ֶער הָאט פַײנֶע ִמּדֹות!
 He was sent [from — ֶער ִאיז נָאר גֶעִׁשיקט גֶעװָארן ִמיר צּו פרּוִבירן!
Heaven] only to test me!”   Adapted from: The Tzedakah Treasury (ArtScroll) 

UnderstandingDavening
ֵתנּו ֻבעֹות ַהֶזה ְזַמן ַמַתן תֹורָּׁ …יֹום ַחג ַהשָּׁ   

This day of the ֻבעֹות  festival, the time of the שָּׁ
giving of our ה  … ּתֹורָּׁ

Why is the יֹום טֹוב of ֻבעֹות ְזַמן  referred to as שָּׁ
ֵתנּו  the time of the giving of our ,ַמַּתן ּתֹורָּׁ
ה  It would seem more appropriate to ?ּתֹורָּׁ
call it ֵתנּו ַלת ּתֹורָּׁ  the time of the — ְזַמן ַקבָּׁ
receiving of our ה  means ַמַּתן The word .ּתֹורָּׁ
giving or gift. The ה  that we learn every ּתֹורָּׁ
day is a gift that is continually giving. It is the 
ultimate gift that enhances every aspect of 
our daily lives. For example, part of the gift 
of ה ה is that the ּתֹורָּׁ  we learn daily ּתֹורָּׁ
creates a shield that constantly protects us 
from lurking dangers. It is interesting to note 
that the יָּׁה יַמְטרִּ ֵתנּו of גִּ  ,is 1,649 ְזַמן ַמַּתן ּתֹורָּׁ
which  is  the  same  as  נּות ְפֵני  ַהּפּוְרעָּׁ יס  בִּ  ְכְּתרִּ
—    like    a    protection    from    misfortune 
  .(ָאבֹות ד:כא)

The contest: During the weeks leading 
up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ ַשת  and until ַקבָּ רָּ ת פָּ ַשבָּ
ַלח  learn at least 45 minutes before ,שְׁ
ה חָּ ת every ִמנְׁ  in either your ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
ה ִשיבָּ ש or local יְׁ רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for .בֵּ
an  hour  or  more,  you  will  get an 
additional entry into the raffle. 
 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no 
particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום ד ַּתרְׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור כֹות ַשבָּ  or ִהלְׁ
ת  you will receive an extra ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
entry in the raffle. This contest is open 
for all ages up to 12th grade.  
 
If  you  are  interested  in  joining  this 
exciting program, please send in your 
signed faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 
506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your ,יְׁ
contact and fax #’s and your name will 
be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  a 
beautiful set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Dear Talmid, 
 The Zhviller Rebbe, 
Harav Shlomo Goldman ַזַצ״ל, 
became Rebbe after the ִהְסַתְלקּות 
(passing) of his father in 
5660/1900. He dressed in simple 
clothing and tried with all his 
 to keep away from ּכֹוחֹות
anything that might have even a 
tinge of ַגֲאָוה. At his ‘Friday night 
tisch’ he would just sing and eat. 
He would not give out leftovers 
from his food (ִשיַרִים), nor would 
he even say a ְדַבר תֹוָרה. In order 
to be יֹוֵצא his ִחּיּוב of saying  ִדְבֵרי
 at the table, he would תֹוָרה
always end his meal by quoting 
the ֲהָלָכה that a person should 
not leave dirty/empty dishes on 
the table before ִבְרַּכת ַהָמזֹון.   
 Once, while walking in 
the street, a person he did not 
know  insulted  R'  Shlomo  by 
saying that he was not the real 
Zhviller Rebbe, nor was he even 
worthy of being called any Rebbe. 
The Rebbe stopped walking and 
began to ponder why the person 
had acted this way. “I do not 
know him at all and never did 
anything  wrong  to  him!  This 
person must be suffering,” he 
thought. 

 The Rebbe immediately 
sent for his trusted  ָידִס ח , R' 
Eliyahu Roth, to find out what the 
individual’s situation was and if 
he had an income. Perhaps he 
needed money or help in another 
area. When R' Eliyahu discovered 
that the man indeed suffered 
from poverty, the Rebbe found 
out his home address and sent 
him a sizable sum of money — 
payment for the insults that had 
been rained upon him. 
 Due to R' Shlomo’s high 
level of ֲעִנוּות he was not offended 
by this man’s comments. His 
 made him naturally ַאֲהַבת ִיְשָרֵאל
seek  out  the  other  person’s 
problem and give with an open, 
forgiving heart. He understood 
that   someone   acting   in   a 
disrespectful manner, especially 
without cause, may be lacking or 
needy.   
 My ַתְלִמיד, It takes a high 
level  of  self-control,  but  if  it 
happens that your friend acts out 
of character, do not take it to 
heart. On the contrary, maybe he 
is having a hard time and really 
needs your understanding! 

     ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי  Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. What is the comparison between money earned through ִריִבית 
and הקב״ה killing the firstborn Egyptians? 

2. Why is ַיַעֺקב written with an extra ‘5 ’ו times in ַתַנ״ְך and ֵאִלָי־הּו is 
missing the ‘5 ’ו times in ַתַנ״ְך? 

1. Just as ד׳ distinguished between Egyptian firstborn and Jews, so, too, He will distinguish between 
money earned through ִריִבית and punish the wrongdoers. Alternatively, ד׳ took us out of Egypt on 
condition that we accept all His commandments, even difficult ones… (ֶׁר  .(25:38 — ד״ה ֲאש
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In the late 1930s when the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
the Imrei Chaim, was in Grosswardein, 
he collected funds to feed the many 
refugees from Poland and Galicia.

When the chassid related that he had given 
the money to the widow early in morning, the 

Rebbe’s face changed color...

After Shacharis he went to see 
the Rebbe in his private room.

The rebbe explained…

The excited chassid went around delivering the funds.

The chassid gave it to the widow early 
in the morning on his way to shul.

My son, the list is 
longer this month, but 

please give out the 
money immediately.

Rebbe, Baruch 
Hashem, Asisi kol asher 
tzivisani - I completed 
the mission that I was 

commanded to do!

Gevaldig! Let’s 
go through the 

list...

Oy, vey! I 
apologize, but 

you can no longer 
distribute the 

tzedakah...

But - but, Rebbe, 
what could she 

do with the money 
so late at night? I 
delivered it before 

davening!

ט‘ ניסן  1972 - 1887  5732 - 5648

R’ Chaim Meir, the 4th Vizhnitzer Rebbe (אמרי חיים), was born to R’ Yisroel and Hinda Hager 
in Vyzhnytsia, Romania (currently Ukraine). He was a גדול בתורה ובהתמדה and received 
semicha from R’ Shalom Mordechai Schwadron, the מהרש”ם. During WWI, R’ Yisroel moved 
the chassidus to Grosswardein, Romania. In 1936, after his father’s פטירה, R’ Chaim Meir 
was appointed Rebbe, and continued to build the chassidus. During WWII he miraculously 
escaped being deported to Auschwitz and survived by hiding in Romania. After WWII he 
returned to Grosswardein for a year, but with the rise of communism he immigrated 
to Eretz Yisroel. He was a beloved and brilliant Rebbe, and rebuilt the chassidus in 
the flourishing “Shikun Viznitz” in Bnei Brak. He was a Chaver of the Moetzes Gedolai 

Hatorah. His original gematrias and torah were collected in ספר לקוטי אמרי חיים.

What happened? the 
Rebbe always sends on 

this day! He must have no 
more money in the fund... Oy! 

How will I manage? What 
will I do?

Mein Kind, can you 
imagine the woman’s pain 
that night, what she must 

have been thinking?

This last name on the list is 
an almanah (widow) who lives at 
the other end of town… It’s far 
and it’s so late at night - she’s 

probably asleep. I’ll get up early 
and deliver it in the morning 

before shacharis...

...each moment you give tzedakah sooner 
...is a moment less of a widow’s pain!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֺּא ְלהֹונֹות ְבִמָקח ּוִמְמָכר -ִמְצָוה שלז  ל שֶׁ  
 Sellers and buyers are prohibited from cheating one another 
by overcharging or underpaying for an item, as the סּוק ְוִכי  :says פָּ

ר ַלֲעִמיֶתָך ִחיו…ִתְמְכרּו ִמְמכָּ ַאל ּתֹונּו ִאיׁש ֶאת אָּ  — When you sell to your 
friend … do not cheat each other (א כה:יד  .(ַוִיְקרָּ

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 In the middle of its instructions regarding ה ה the ,ְׁשִמטָּ  ּתֹורָּ
inserts the prohibition of ה אָּ  overcharging. Why does it belong ,אֹונָּ
here? Furthermore, the laws of ה  .are essentially laws about land ְׁשִמטָּ
However, the laws of ה אָּ  do not apply to real estate, since land אֹונָּ
prices vary by location and many other variables. Why then do the 
כֹות ה  of ֲהלָּ  which apply only to movable property, appear in the ,אֹונָּאָּ
midst of the ה  ?laws that apply to the land ְׁשִמטָּ
 The ב ית אָּ ה explains: The underlying message of the בֵּ  ְׁשִמטָּ
year is to impress upon us that everything we have comes directly 
from ד׳. Do not think that if you work harder, you will earn more. We 
are told to leave our land fallow and not to plow or plant it for a full 
year, and are guaranteed that our livelihood will not suffer.  
 This concept demonstrates that cheating is pointless. One 
who cheats thinks that his underhanded methods will bring him some 
additional money; however, if he honestly believes that everything 
comes from ד׳, then he certainly cannot expect to outsmart Him. He 
may think that he is gaining a few dollars by cheating, but then some 
unanticipated expense will arise (parking tickets, doctor’s bills, etc.), 
costing him the same amount of money he “gained.” In the end, the 

bottom line will be precisely what ד׳ intended it to be. 
ֺּא ַנֲעבֺּד ָהֲאָדָמה ַבָשָנה ַהְשִביִעית -ִמְצָוה שכו   ל שֶׁ  

 We are commanded not to work the land in the 7th year of 
the ה   .cycle ְׁשִמטָּ

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך offers a few reasons for the purpose of the ה  of ִמְצוָּ
ה ה פד in ְׁשִמטָּ עֹות) ִמְצוָּ   .(ִמְצַות ְׁשִמַטת ַקְרקָּ
 1) Keeping ה  instills a beautiful and powerful message in ְׁשִמטָּ
our hearts and minds that ד׳ is the Creator of the world. Similar to the 
weekly cycle, in which we show that ד׳ created the world by resting on 
the 7th day, which is ת  so too we follow the cycle of 7 years and rest ;ַׁשבָּ
in the 7th year, which is the ת       .year ַׁשבָּ
 2) When a person keeps ה  he severs his personal ,ְׁשִמטָּ
attachment  to  the  land  and  its  produce  and  is  able  to  realize  
that nothing is rightfully his. Everything he owns is a present from ד׳. 
This ה ה teaches a person the ִמְצוָּ חֹון of ִמדָּ  .ד׳ trust in ,ִבטָּ
 3) When a person keeps ה  he does not work the land ,ְׁשִמטָּ
that belongs to him as an inheritance, a land that he worked hard for 
six years to cultivate. He gives up the produce for others only because 
ה told him to do so, without any reason. This teaches a person the ד׳  ִמדָּ
of נּות   .giving in (even though one feels he is right) ,ַוְּתרָּ
 After a person lives through the ה ה of ִמְצוָּ  and ְׁשִמטָּ
internalizes how ד׳ wants him to relate to his money and possessions, 
it will be easy for him to understand that cheating is pointless.  

Adapted from: ספר החינוך על פרשת השבוע 

ֺלֺמה  born in Zhvill, Ukraine, was the ,ַזַצ״ל Goldman ר׳ שְׁ
younger of the 2 sons of ַכי דְׁ ָים ָשָרה and ר׳ ָמרְׁ  and a ,ִמרְׁ
descendant of R' Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov. He became the 

Zhviller Rebbe after his father’s passing in 1900. In 1926, when a pogrom in 
Zhvill targeted the Jews and killed his mother, along with many of the Jews 
of the area, he escaped and fled to רּוָשַלִים  Though he lived in extreme .יְׁ
poverty, he was famous for his ִחים ָנַסת אֹורְׁ  his door was always open. His ;ַהכְׁ
life’s ֲעבֹוָדה was his ִפָלה ָרכֹות Thousands flocked to his home for his .תְׁ  .בְׁ
During World War II, he spent his time davening for his suffering brethren. 
He was ָטר  the day the Allied victory was announced. His life’s task was ִנפְׁ
complete. 

 כ״ו אייר
5630 — 5705 
1870 — 1945 

R' Shlomo Goldman ַזַצ״ל would relate 
that his grandfather, R' Yechiel Michel 
[of Zlotchov], ַזַצ״ל, would say: ‘When 
does a person realize that he needs 
something? It is really quite simple. 
If ד׳ provides it for him, that is a sign 
that he needs it. And if ד׳ feels that 
he needs it, then he will have an urge 
to want it. However, before ד׳ shows him 
that he needs it, he has no desire for it!’” 
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