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Rav Avrohom Weinberg was walking with a 
few talmidim towards his shul in Teveria.

Rav Asher Werner, Chief Rabbi of Teveria, heard the story.

After many calls, R’ Avrohom Weinberg arranged 
a sizable loan with very favorable conditions.

The man thanked R’ Avrohom Weinberg and left...

The very next morning...

…What does amaze 
me is the man’s chutzpah. R’ 

Avrohom’s sterling character 
must be so well known in the city 
that the man took it for granted 
that he didn’t even owe the Rav an 

apology!

In truth, I am not surprised 
that R’ Avrohom worked so diligently 

to secure a loan, despite the fact that 
the person had insulted him. After all, 
this is R’ Avrohom’s superior character 

- he is always ready to forgive and 
forget...

Hey, silly Rabbi! 
Your jacket is 

longer than your 
beard!

Honored Rabbi, I 
am broke. my family 

will be evicted 
from our home 

unless I pay rent 
immediately.

Oy vey iz 
mir! My dear friend, 

your pain is my pain. I’m 
going to try my utmost 
to help you in every way. 
I don’t have any money 
in the house, so please 

give me some time. 
What’s your telephone 

number?

This interest-free loan 
request is for a very dear friend. He 
is in dire financial straits... yes... How 

much...? Good! Let’s discuss the payback 
schedule... Gevaldig! I’m sending 

someone over now...

Please come over right 
away, I cannot bear to see you 

suffer. I’ve arranged a loan 
that will pay your outstanding 

rent and cover it for quite 
some time...

י”ב סיון   1981 - 1889  5741 - 5649

R’ Avrohom Weinberg was born in Eretz Yisrael to R’ Noach and Chava Miryam. He learned in 
the Yeshiva of R’ Moshe Kliers of Teveria. During his lifetime he managed to complete learning 
the entire ש״ס בבלי and ירושלמי several times. He traveled to Europe at the age of 17 to receive 
instruction from R’ Shmuel, the Slonimer Rebbe. There he absorbed a deep appreciation for 
higher מדרגות of עבודת ד׳, qualities that characterized him for the rest of his life. More than 
30 years later, when the terrible news reached Eretz Yisrael that the last Slonimer Rebbe 
had perished, R’ Avrohom was urged to accept the helm of leadership . He adamantly refused, 
and R’ Mottel Slonimer was selected in his stead. Upon R’ Mottel’s פטירה in 1954, R’ Avrohom 
acquiesced to accept the position. He served for 27 years, successfully raising an entire 
generation to unparalleled heights in עבודת ד׳, placing his emphasis on the development of אמונה.

Hashem amar lo kallel 
- this is a message from 
Hashem to do teshuvah. I 
must have erred in some 

matter if I am getting this 
verbal abuse...
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לֹא תֹונּו ֹאתֹו )ַוִיְקָרא יט:לג( …ְוִכי ָיגּור ִאְתָך גֵּר    
 When a convert dwells among you in your land, do not taunt 
him. 
 by reminding him גֵּר explains that one may not taunt a ַרִש״י  
that “in the past, you were an idolater, and now you come to learn 
 ”?that was given from the mouth of the A-mighty תֹוָרה
 The  requirement  to  display  special  love  for  a  convert  to 
Judaism is constantly repeated in the תֹוָרה. According to the ָבָבא ) ְגָמָרא
ְתשּובֹות  In !תֹוָרה there are 36 references to this in the ,(ְמִציָעא נט:
 wrote to a ַרְמַב״ם there is an unusually long letter that the ,ָהַרְמַב״ם
certain Arab גֵּר named ֹעַבְדָיה. This man had had a dispute with his ֶרִבי 
regarding whether a gentile’s belief in Islam is considered ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה, 
idol worship. His ֶרִבי felt strongly that this is ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה, while ֹעַבְדָיה was 
of the opinion that it is not. When ֹעַבְדָיה kept arguing, his ֶרִבי became 
angry and began calling him unpleasant names, applying to him the 
ה  ְכִסיל  ְכִאַּוְלתֹו  ,ָפסּוק  Answer  a  fool  according  to  his  —  ֲענֵּ
foolishness (י כ״ו:ה  .(ִמְשלֵּ
 requesting his opinion on this ,ַרְמַב״ם wrote to the ֹעַבְדָיה 
issue. In his especially warm response, the ַרְמַב״ם wrote that ֹעַבְדָיה was 
correct; those of the Moslem faith believe in the unity of ה׳. After the 
 clarified his halachic opinion of the matter, he went to great ַרְמַב״ם
length to console and appease the גֵּר: 
 “Even though you are his ַתְלִמיד, your ֶרִבי should ask you 
 in this matter, because he caused you pain and shame by ְמִחיָלה
answering you improperly and calling you a fool. After that, he should 
fast and cry out to ה׳, and humble himself before Him so that perhaps 

ָרה will forgive him for his ה׳  תֹוָרה Does he not realize that the … ֲעבֵּ
warns in 36 places against mistreating a ר  in words or in deeds? ... He גֵּ
should have spoken to you with respect and kindness … He says that 
you are mistaken in a question of ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה. He should have been 
more concerned about embarrassing a גֵּר and ַכַעס, anger, which, as 
the (ַשָבת ק״ה:) ְגָמָרא says, is comparable to ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה. 
 “You should know that the תֹוָרה requires that a גֵּר be treated 
with a special degree of love. The תֹוָרה has commanded us to respect 
our parents and to listen to a ָנִביא. Yet, for a ר  requires that  תֹוָרה the ,גֵּ
we love him in our hearts, the same way a Jew is required to love ה׳ in 
his heart … 
 “Furthermore … a גֵּר is a person who has left his father’s 
house, his birthplace and his nationality to become a member of a 
downtrodden people … A גֵּר is a person who recognizes that Judaism is 
the only true faith and all other religions are mere imitations … some 
adding and some subtracting … Is a person who understands this a 
fool? May ה׳ bless you as He blessed our forefather ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו, and 
may you see the reward for your righteousness in this world and in the 
World to Come.” 
 and ,גֵּר ֶצֶדק felt he had to console and encourage this ַרְמַב״ם 
his letter has become a guide in how to appreciate a גֵּר in ל  .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
This idea, to be sensitive and encouraging, is not limited to dealing 
with a גֵּר, but also applies to all those who are in need, physically or 
spiritually, especially those who are returning to a life that is loyal to ה׳ 
and to His תֹוָרה. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah V (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

R' Yechiel Michel Feinstein ַזַצ״ל, born to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק and 
ר  in Lithuania, lost his father at age 7 and went to live ֶאְסתֵּ
with his grandfather, ָרב ,ר׳ ָדִוד of Stravin, Byelorussia. At 

the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן Meltzer ַזַצ״ל. 
At 16, he left to Mir to learn with ר׳ ְירּוָחם Levovitz ַזַצ״ל. Traveling with  ר׳
 his ,ַזַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ ֺמֶשה .he escaped to the US in 1941 ,ַזַצ״ל Kotler ַאֲהֺרן
uncle, soon summoned him to serve by his side as head of  ְיִשיַבת ִתְפֶאֶרת
 s daughter, Lifsha. He’ָרב In 1946, he married the Brisker .(NY) ְירּוָשַלִים
returned to ל ית ְיהּוָדה in 1952 and founded ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ  After his .ְיִשיַבת בֵּ
daughter’s (1976) ְפִטיָרה, he moved the ְיִשיָבה to י ְבַרק  'His son-in-law is R .ְבנֵּ
Tzvi Kaplan ַשִליָט״א.  

 ט״ז אייר
5666 — 5763 
1906 — 2003 

 davened with the ַזַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיְכל
same ֲעבֹוָדה and dedication as when he 
learned ּתֹוָרה. His ַּתְלִמיִדים would wait for 
him, not to end ְקִריַאת ְשַמע, but to begin 
it! He sat in thought for a few minutes, 
slowly counting on his fingers. Nobody 
knew why. After his ְפִטיָרה, one ַּתְלִמיד 
related  that  once,  he  plucked  up  the 
courage to ask ֶרִבי what he was doing. "I am 
counting the ֲעֶשֶרת ַהִדְברֹות," R' Michel replied. 
He would accept each ִדְבָרה of the ֲעֶשֶרת ַהִדְברֹות before 
he recited ְקִריַאת ְשַמע! 
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Yiddishe KepelachLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ְהֶיה תֹוַרת ַהְמֹצָרע ְביֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו ְקָרא יד:ב(…)זֹאת תִּ ַויִּ  
 This shall be the law of the ְמֹצָרע on the day of his 
purification … 
 ,repentance ,ְתׁשּוָבה s’ְמֹצָרע would take note of the הקב״ה 
and heal him of his affliction. The ֹכֵהן would go outside the  ַמֲחֶנה
ְשָרֵאל  ,ֹכֵהן Having been declared healed by the .ְמֹצָרע to examine the יִּ
the ְמֹצָרע would begin the purification process, which included the 
offering of ָקְרָבנֹות, as detailed in the תֹוָרה. The very complex order of 
the purification the ְמֹצָרע must undergo is further proof of the 
severity of the sin of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע. 
 One  may  wonder:  Why,  in  our  day,  are  those  who 
habitually speak ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע not stricken with ָצַרַעת? In his  יַרת ֵסֶפר ְׁשמִּ
ים the ,ַהָלׁשֹון יָד״א cites the following explanation of the ָחֵפץ ַחיִּ  :חִּ
 When הקב״ה punishes an individual, He does it for the 
person’s benefit, to purify him of his sins and to stir him towards 
ְקָדׁש It was only while the .ְתׁשּוָבה  could attain ְמֹצָרע stood that a ֵבית ַהמִּ
ְקָדׁש However, today when, to our great misfortune, the .ַטַהָרה  ֵבית ַהמִּ
has yet to be rebuilt, there are no sacrifices, and there is no way for 
the ֹכֵהן to perform the other parts of the purification process. 
Therefore, if a person were to be afflicted with ָצַרַעת, he would 
remain in his impure state for the rest of his life (or until the coming 
of  ַיח  without any possibility of ridding himself of it. Therefore, in ,(ָמׁשִּ
our days, the impurity of ָצַרַעת clings only to our soul, and not to the 
person’s body. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  When R' Yitzchok Blazer ַזַצ״ל, a leading disciple of R' Yisroel 
Salanter ַזַצ״ל, passed away, the city of ם  'was grief-stricken. “R ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
Itzele,” as he was known, was revered as a ָגאֹון and a יק  and was a ,ַצדִּ
leader of ם  .s community. He was irreplaceable’ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
 As preparations for his funeral were being made, it became 
known that R' Itzele had left instructions that ים  not be said for ֶהְסֵפדִּ

him. Such has been the way of many ים  throughout the ְגדֹולִּ
generations. However, the scholars of ם  were uncertain ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
whether or not this request should be fulfilled. It was well known that 
when R' Yaakov Yehoshua Falk ַזַצ״ל (author of  ַע  had left the (ְפֵני ְיהֹוׁשֻׁ
same request, the renowned ָרב of Prague, R' Yechezkel Landau ַזַצ״ל 
(author of נֹוָדע ְבְיהּוָדה), had ruled that ים  should be said, for the ֶהְסֵפדִּ
עַ   .[i.e. leader of the entire generation] רֹאׁש ָכל ְבֵני ַהּגֹוָלה was ְפֵני ְיהֹוׁשֻׁ
Nevertheless, R' Shmuel Salant ם ,ַזַצ״ל  was of ,ַרב s venerable’ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
the opinion that R' Itzele’s request should be honored. 
 In the end, R' Chaim Berlin ַזַצ״ל, another of ם  s’ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
luminaries, spoke at the funeral and prefaced his words of ֶהְסֵפד with 
the following. The תֹוָרה relates that when ָשָרה died, ַאְבָרָהם came 
ְבֹכָתּה ְסֹפד ָשָרה ְולִּ  .to eulogize Sarah and to cry for her (Bereishis 23:2) ,לִּ
R' Chaim explained that ְסֹפד  ,ָשָרה means to speak the praises of לִּ
while ְבֹכָתּה  means to cry over what the generation had lost with לִּ
 s passing. Said R' Chaim, “In keeping with the deceased’s’ָשָרה
request, I will not speak his praises, but I will express our pain over 
the great loss and gaping void which his passing has created in our 
community.” 
 On the following Friday night, R' Itzele appeared to R' 
Chaim in a dream and said, “Thank you for not speaking my praises.” 
R' Chaim then asked R' Itzele to tell him of his judgment before the 
Heavenly  Court.  R'  Itzele  replied  that  the  Heavenly  Court  is  very 
exacting in its judgment; nothing a person has done in his lifetime is 
overlooked.  R'  Itzele  added  that,  “the  judgment  is  particularly 
exacting regarding forbidden speech that a person has spoken.” 
 R' Eliyahu Lopian ַזַצ״ל would repeat the dream with great 
emotion and conclude, “The sin of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע is exceedingly awesome! 
No angel will come to defend those who are guilty of this sin.” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ו׳ סעיף א׳
*Eli was running for president and heard that his closest rival, Levi, was 
openly spreading false rumors about him. He was told that Levi had 
made his negative comments during recess in front of a large group of 
classmates. There was no denying the ‘facts.’ Eli heard the same story 
from  a  few  of  the  boys  who  had  heard  Levi  rant  against  Eli.  It 
was difficult to hear, but Eli knew that he needed to react. If he did not 
respond, people would believe the stories. 
How should Eli respond to the negative rumors?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: It is appropriate and responsible for Eli to respond. However, any action taken 
must be with a clear understanding that Eli must not believe the story the way it was 
told to him.  It may have been said without bad intent.  His response is in order to 
protect himself and calm others’ fears. 

 ִני ַסח שֵׁ ה has its own special (ִאיָּר 14) פֶּ ֻדשָּ  with regard to קְּ
the eating of the ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ ג and most have the ,קָּ הָּ  not to ִמנְּ
say ַתֲחנּון. 

 We do say ַתֲחנּון at ה חָּ ִני on ִמנְּ ַסח שֵׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ   .(ִאיָּר 13) עֶּ
 Some have a ג הָּ ה to eat ִמנְּ ִני on ַמצָּ ַסח שֵׁ  during the day as פֶּ

a ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ קָּ ר לְּ כֶּ  .(ִאיָּר others also eat the following night — 15) זֵׁ

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R'    Yechiel    Michel 
Feinstein ַזַצ״ל often said that 
when a Yid davens sincerely, with 
all his heart, on behalf of another 
Yid, his ה ִפלָּ א  reaches the תְּ ִכסֵּ
בֹוד  directly, even if he is not a ַהכָּ
great ַצִדיק.  
 One of R' Michel's 
ִמיִדים  once came to give him ַתלְּ
the good news that his daughter 
had become engaged. "It is the 
ה ִׁשיבָּ  .he exclaimed "!נֵּס s'רֹאׁש יְּ
Just a month before, the father 
had asked R' Michel to daven that 
he find his daughter's ִׁשדּוְך 
quickly.  
 “This is not a נֵּס!” R' 
Michel insisted. "When you came 
to see me, I saw your pain and 
was very distressed. I put all my 
heart and soul into the ִהִלים  תְּ
that I recited. I then blessed you 
wholeheartedly. You should know 
that ד׳ fulfills the request of any 
Jew who gives a ה כָּ רָּ  בְּ
wholeheartedly!"  
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein 
״א  recalls the time that he ַׁשִליטָּ
was presented with a difficult 
query concerning a terminally ill 
patient   who   was   in   serious 
condition. The woman wanted 

very much to see the ה  of her ֻחפָּ
engaged daughter. It was  חֹול
ד ֻסכֹות  and the question was ַהּמֹועֵּ
how to find a way that a ֻחפָּה 
might   possibly   be   arranged 
during ד ה since) חֹול ַהּמֹועֵּ כָּ  ֲהלָּ
prohibits marrying on ד  .(חֹול ַהּמֹועֵּ
 R' Zilberstein consulted 
with R' Michel and explained the 
ה לָּ אֵּ  to him. After listening ׁשְּ
carefully, R' Michel told him, 
"Why   are   you   looking   for 
leniencies? Let us daven that the 
mother has a long life!" R' Michel 
then davened and did not answer 
his ה לָּ אֵּ  .ׁשְּ
 R' Zilberstein returned to 
the family and instructed them 
not to change the original date of 
the ֲחֻתנָּה. The mother lived to see 
her daughter's wedding, which 
was held during ה  She passed .ֲחנֻכָּ
away the day after the כֹות רָּ ַבע בְּ  ׁשֶׁ
ended.  
 My ִמיד  R' Michel lived ,ַתלְּ
and ן קָּ  d based on the power’ַפסְּ
of a sincere ה ִפלָּ  .for another Yid תְּ
Think about others during your 
ה ִפלָּ ִפלֹות it will help your ;תְּ  תְּ
reach directly to the בֹוד א ַהכָּ  !ִכסֵּ

רּוְך! רֹו בָּ ִהי ִזכְּ   יְּ
ִדידּות יְּ ִבי Your                         ,בְּ  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה state explicitly that ַאֲהֹרן performed the 
ּפּור of ֲעבֹוָדה   ?had commanded הקב״ה exactly as יֹום כִּ

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, ַשַעְטֵנז, …?” 

1. It is stated to praise ַאֲהֹרן. The ּתֹוָרה is testifying to the fact that the only reason 
that ַאֲהֹרן wore the ְִּגֵדי ְכהּוָנה  s decree — he did’הקב״ה was in order to fulfill ב
not wear them for self-glorification (16:34 — ד״ה ַוַיַעׂש). 

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ִּן ָהַעמ ִּל ֶאְתֶכם מ  .(20:26 — ד״ה ָוַאְבד

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה state explicitly that ַאֲהֹרן performed the 
ּפּור of ֲעבֹוָדה   ?had commanded הקב״ה exactly as יֹום כִּ

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, ַשַעְטֵנז, …?” 

1. It is stated to praise ַאֲהֹרן. The ּתֹוָרה is testifying to the fact that the only reason 
that ַאֲהֹרן wore the ְִּגֵדי ְכהּוָנה  s decree — he did’הקב״ה was in order to fulfill ב
not wear them for self-glorification (16:34 — ד״ה ַוַיַעׂש). 

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ִּן ָהַעמ ִּל ֶאְתֶכם מ  .(20:26 — ד״ה ָוַאְבד

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא:  :  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ִני -  ַסח ׁשֵ ת ּפֶ ִהְלכוֹו

ר י״ד ִאיָּ
 

Halacha 
Corner

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

Learning Contest ערב שבת

Sage Sayings
R' Michel Feinstein, ַזַצ״ל, related ים עֹוֶזר  'to describe R ָמָשל s’ר׳ ַחיִּ
Dovid Karliner ַזַצ״ל, one of the greatest Lithuanian ים אֹונִּ ר׳  in גְּ
ים עֹוֶזר  ,s time. “A true master tailor makes his own needle’ַחיִּ
sharpens the point and decides precisely where to make the 
hole!” ים עֹוֶזר ד הָאט גֶעמַאכט זַײן אֵײגנֶער “ ,continued ר׳ ַחיִּ ר׳ ָדוִּ
צּו פַארשטֵײן יֶעדֶערֶער  — !R' Dovid made his own needle — נָאדל!
יְך ָאנגֶעפַאנגט פּונסנַײ! ָיה, ֶער הָאט זִּ  In order to understand each — ֻסגְּ
ָיה  ”.he began anew [without using works of others!] ,ֻסגְּ

Source: Dei’ah v’Dibur 

 to Pinchas Becker, Grade ַמָזל טֹוב!
1,  Yeshiva  Darchei  Torah,  Far 
Rockaway, NY, and to everyone 
who joined the 4th International 
 program! Besides the ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג
grand  prize,  we  also  must  give 
special mention to Moshe Shmuel 
Gutman, Grade 4, Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaath, Brooklyn, NY, Yaakov 
Berelowitz, Grade 6, Hillel Academy   
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA and 
Chaim    Schechter,    Grade    4, 
Fallsburg       Cheder       School, 
Fallsburgh, NY, who completed the 
learning every day!  

 The  next  Pirchei  Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  ֶעֶרב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. The שַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to 
ה ּתֹורָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ ח and until קַׁ לַׁ ת שְׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  ,שַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה חָּ  ִמנְׁ
every ת בָּ ה in either your ,ֶעֶרב שַׁ ִשיבָּ  or יְׁ
local ש רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for an hour or .בֵּ
more you will get an additional entry into 
the raffle. 
 The contest’s basic rules: There 
is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום רְׁ ד ּתַׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ִים ִמקְׁ נַׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור בָּ כֹות שַׁ ת  or  ִהלְׁ ִקּדּושַׁ
ת בָּ  you will receive an extra entry in ,שַׁ
the raffle. This contest is open for all ages 
up to 12th grade.  
 If you are interested in joining 
this program, please send in your signed 
faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 
9633. Please include your name, grade, 
ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your contact and ,יְׁ
fax #’s and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Contest חג בחג

Learning ערב שבת
Contest



Yiddishe KepelachLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ְהֶיה תֹוַרת ַהְמֹצָרע ְביֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו ְקָרא יד:ב(…)זֹאת תִּ ַויִּ  
 This shall be the law of the ְמֹצָרע on the day of his 
purification … 
 ,repentance ,ְתׁשּוָבה s’ְמֹצָרע would take note of the הקב״ה 
and heal him of his affliction. The ֹכֵהן would go outside the  ַמֲחֶנה
ְשָרֵאל  ,ֹכֵהן Having been declared healed by the .ְמֹצָרע to examine the יִּ
the ְמֹצָרע would begin the purification process, which included the 
offering of ָקְרָבנֹות, as detailed in the תֹוָרה. The very complex order of 
the purification the ְמֹצָרע must undergo is further proof of the 
severity of the sin of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע. 
 One  may  wonder:  Why,  in  our  day,  are  those  who 
habitually speak ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע not stricken with ָצַרַעת? In his  יַרת ֵסֶפר ְׁשמִּ
ים the ,ַהָלׁשֹון יָד״א cites the following explanation of the ָחֵפץ ַחיִּ  :חִּ
 When הקב״ה punishes an individual, He does it for the 
person’s benefit, to purify him of his sins and to stir him towards 
ְקָדׁש It was only while the .ְתׁשּוָבה  could attain ְמֹצָרע stood that a ֵבית ַהמִּ
ְקָדׁש However, today when, to our great misfortune, the .ַטַהָרה  ֵבית ַהמִּ
has yet to be rebuilt, there are no sacrifices, and there is no way for 
the ֹכֵהן to perform the other parts of the purification process. 
Therefore, if a person were to be afflicted with ָצַרַעת, he would 
remain in his impure state for the rest of his life (or until the coming 
of  ַיח  without any possibility of ridding himself of it. Therefore, in ,(ָמׁשִּ
our days, the impurity of ָצַרַעת clings only to our soul, and not to the 
person’s body. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  When R' Yitzchok Blazer ַזַצ״ל, a leading disciple of R' Yisroel 
Salanter ַזַצ״ל, passed away, the city of ם  'was grief-stricken. “R ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
Itzele,” as he was known, was revered as a ָגאֹון and a יק  and was a ,ַצדִּ
leader of ם  .s community. He was irreplaceable’ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
 As preparations for his funeral were being made, it became 
known that R' Itzele had left instructions that ים  not be said for ֶהְסֵפדִּ

him. Such has been the way of many ים  throughout the ְגדֹולִּ
generations. However, the scholars of ם  were uncertain ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
whether or not this request should be fulfilled. It was well known that 
when R' Yaakov Yehoshua Falk ַזַצ״ל (author of  ַע  had left the (ְפֵני ְיהֹוׁשֻׁ
same request, the renowned ָרב of Prague, R' Yechezkel Landau ַזַצ״ל 
(author of נֹוָדע ְבְיהּוָדה), had ruled that ים  should be said, for the ֶהְסֵפדִּ
עַ   .[i.e. leader of the entire generation] רֹאׁש ָכל ְבֵני ַהּגֹוָלה was ְפֵני ְיהֹוׁשֻׁ
Nevertheless, R' Shmuel Salant ם ,ַזַצ״ל  was of ,ַרב s venerable’ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
the opinion that R' Itzele’s request should be honored. 
 In the end, R' Chaim Berlin ַזַצ״ל, another of ם  s’ְירּוָׁשַליִּ
luminaries, spoke at the funeral and prefaced his words of ֶהְסֵפד with 
the following. The תֹוָרה relates that when ָשָרה died, ַאְבָרָהם came 
ְבֹכָתּה ְסֹפד ָשָרה ְולִּ  .to eulogize Sarah and to cry for her (Bereishis 23:2) ,לִּ
R' Chaim explained that ְסֹפד  ,ָשָרה means to speak the praises of לִּ
while ְבֹכָתּה  means to cry over what the generation had lost with לִּ
 s passing. Said R' Chaim, “In keeping with the deceased’s’ָשָרה
request, I will not speak his praises, but I will express our pain over 
the great loss and gaping void which his passing has created in our 
community.” 
 On the following Friday night, R' Itzele appeared to R' 
Chaim in a dream and said, “Thank you for not speaking my praises.” 
R' Chaim then asked R' Itzele to tell him of his judgment before the 
Heavenly  Court.  R'  Itzele  replied  that  the  Heavenly  Court  is  very 
exacting in its judgment; nothing a person has done in his lifetime is 
overlooked.  R'  Itzele  added  that,  “the  judgment  is  particularly 
exacting regarding forbidden speech that a person has spoken.” 
 R' Eliyahu Lopian ַזַצ״ל would repeat the dream with great 
emotion and conclude, “The sin of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע is exceedingly awesome! 
No angel will come to defend those who are guilty of this sin.” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ו׳ סעיף א׳
*Eli was running for president and heard that his closest rival, Levi, was 
openly spreading false rumors about him. He was told that Levi had 
made his negative comments during recess in front of a large group of 
classmates. There was no denying the ‘facts.’ Eli heard the same story 
from  a  few  of  the  boys  who  had  heard  Levi  rant  against  Eli.  It 
was difficult to hear, but Eli knew that he needed to react. If he did not 
respond, people would believe the stories. 
How should Eli respond to the negative rumors?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: It is appropriate and responsible for Eli to respond. However, any action taken 
must be with a clear understanding that Eli must not believe the story the way it was 
told to him.  It may have been said without bad intent.  His response is in order to 
protect himself and calm others’ fears. 

 ִני ַסח שֵׁ ה has its own special (ִאיָּר 14) פֶּ ֻדשָּ  with regard to קְּ
the eating of the ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ ג and most have the ,קָּ הָּ  not to ִמנְּ
say ַתֲחנּון. 

 We do say ַתֲחנּון at ה חָּ ִני on ִמנְּ ַסח שֵׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ   .(ִאיָּר 13) עֶּ
 Some have a ג הָּ ה to eat ִמנְּ ִני on ַמצָּ ַסח שֵׁ  during the day as פֶּ

a ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ קָּ ר לְּ כֶּ  .(ִאיָּר others also eat the following night — 15) זֵׁ

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R'    Yechiel    Michel 
Feinstein ַזַצ״ל often said that 
when a Yid davens sincerely, with 
all his heart, on behalf of another 
Yid, his ה ִפלָּ א  reaches the תְּ ִכסֵּ
בֹוד  directly, even if he is not a ַהכָּ
great ַצִדיק.  
 One of R' Michel's 
ִמיִדים  once came to give him ַתלְּ
the good news that his daughter 
had become engaged. "It is the 
ה ִׁשיבָּ  .he exclaimed "!נֵּס s'רֹאׁש יְּ
Just a month before, the father 
had asked R' Michel to daven that 
he find his daughter's ִׁשדּוְך 
quickly.  
 “This is not a נֵּס!” R' 
Michel insisted. "When you came 
to see me, I saw your pain and 
was very distressed. I put all my 
heart and soul into the ִהִלים  תְּ
that I recited. I then blessed you 
wholeheartedly. You should know 
that ד׳ fulfills the request of any 
Jew who gives a ה כָּ רָּ  בְּ
wholeheartedly!"  
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein 
״א  recalls the time that he ַׁשִליטָּ
was presented with a difficult 
query concerning a terminally ill 
patient   who   was   in   serious 
condition. The woman wanted 

very much to see the ה  of her ֻחפָּ
engaged daughter. It was  חֹול
ד ֻסכֹות  and the question was ַהּמֹועֵּ
how to find a way that a ֻחפָּה 
might   possibly   be   arranged 
during ד ה since) חֹול ַהּמֹועֵּ כָּ  ֲהלָּ
prohibits marrying on ד  .(חֹול ַהּמֹועֵּ
 R' Zilberstein consulted 
with R' Michel and explained the 
ה לָּ אֵּ  to him. After listening ׁשְּ
carefully, R' Michel told him, 
"Why   are   you   looking   for 
leniencies? Let us daven that the 
mother has a long life!" R' Michel 
then davened and did not answer 
his ה לָּ אֵּ  .ׁשְּ
 R' Zilberstein returned to 
the family and instructed them 
not to change the original date of 
the ֲחֻתנָּה. The mother lived to see 
her daughter's wedding, which 
was held during ה  She passed .ֲחנֻכָּ
away the day after the כֹות רָּ ַבע בְּ  ׁשֶׁ
ended.  
 My ִמיד  R' Michel lived ,ַתלְּ
and ן קָּ  d based on the power’ַפסְּ
of a sincere ה ִפלָּ  .for another Yid תְּ
Think about others during your 
ה ִפלָּ ִפלֹות it will help your ;תְּ  תְּ
reach directly to the בֹוד א ַהכָּ  !ִכסֵּ

רּוְך! רֹו בָּ ִהי ִזכְּ   יְּ
ִדידּות יְּ ִבי Your                         ,בְּ  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 
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2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, ַשַעְטֵנז, …?” 

1. It is stated to praise ַאֲהֹרן. The ּתֹוָרה is testifying to the fact that the only reason 
that ַאֲהֹרן wore the ְִּגֵדי ְכהּוָנה  s decree — he did’הקב״ה was in order to fulfill ב
not wear them for self-glorification (16:34 — ד״ה ַוַיַעׂש). 
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Rav Avrohom Weinberg was walking with a 
few talmidim towards his shul in Teveria.

Rav Asher Werner, Chief Rabbi of Teveria, heard the story.

After many calls, R’ Avrohom Weinberg arranged 
a sizable loan with very favorable conditions.

The man thanked R’ Avrohom Weinberg and left...

The very next morning...

…What does amaze 
me is the man’s chutzpah. R’ 

Avrohom’s sterling character 
must be so well known in the city 
that the man took it for granted 
that he didn’t even owe the Rav an 

apology!

In truth, I am not surprised 
that R’ Avrohom worked so diligently 

to secure a loan, despite the fact that 
the person had insulted him. After all, 
this is R’ Avrohom’s superior character 

- he is always ready to forgive and 
forget...

Hey, silly Rabbi! 
Your jacket is 

longer than your 
beard!

Honored Rabbi, I 
am broke. my family 

will be evicted 
from our home 

unless I pay rent 
immediately.

Oy vey iz 
mir! My dear friend, 

your pain is my pain. I’m 
going to try my utmost 
to help you in every way. 
I don’t have any money 
in the house, so please 

give me some time. 
What’s your telephone 

number?

This interest-free loan 
request is for a very dear friend. He 
is in dire financial straits... yes... How 

much...? Good! Let’s discuss the payback 
schedule... Gevaldig! I’m sending 

someone over now...

Please come over right 
away, I cannot bear to see you 

suffer. I’ve arranged a loan 
that will pay your outstanding 

rent and cover it for quite 
some time...

י”ב סיון   1981 - 1889  5741 - 5649

R’ Avrohom Weinberg was born in Eretz Yisrael to R’ Noach and Chava Miryam. He learned in 
the Yeshiva of R’ Moshe Kliers of Teveria. During his lifetime he managed to complete learning 
the entire ש״ס בבלי and ירושלמי several times. He traveled to Europe at the age of 17 to receive 
instruction from R’ Shmuel, the Slonimer Rebbe. There he absorbed a deep appreciation for 
higher מדרגות of עבודת ד׳, qualities that characterized him for the rest of his life. More than 
30 years later, when the terrible news reached Eretz Yisrael that the last Slonimer Rebbe 
had perished, R’ Avrohom was urged to accept the helm of leadership . He adamantly refused, 
and R’ Mottel Slonimer was selected in his stead. Upon R’ Mottel’s פטירה in 1954, R’ Avrohom 
acquiesced to accept the position. He served for 27 years, successfully raising an entire 
generation to unparalleled heights in עבודת ד׳, placing his emphasis on the development of אמונה.

Hashem amar lo kallel 
- this is a message from 
Hashem to do teshuvah. I 
must have erred in some 

matter if I am getting this 
verbal abuse...
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לֹא תֹונּו ֹאתֹו )ַוִיְקָרא יט:לג( …ְוִכי ָיגּור ִאְתָך גֵּר    
 When a convert dwells among you in your land, do not taunt 
him. 
 by reminding him גֵּר explains that one may not taunt a ַרִש״י  
that “in the past, you were an idolater, and now you come to learn 
 ”?that was given from the mouth of the A-mighty תֹוָרה
 The  requirement  to  display  special  love  for  a  convert  to 
Judaism is constantly repeated in the תֹוָרה. According to the ָבָבא ) ְגָמָרא
ְתשּובֹות  In !תֹוָרה there are 36 references to this in the ,(ְמִציָעא נט:
 wrote to a ַרְמַב״ם there is an unusually long letter that the ,ָהַרְמַב״ם
certain Arab גֵּר named ֹעַבְדָיה. This man had had a dispute with his ֶרִבי 
regarding whether a gentile’s belief in Islam is considered ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה, 
idol worship. His ֶרִבי felt strongly that this is ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה, while ֹעַבְדָיה was 
of the opinion that it is not. When ֹעַבְדָיה kept arguing, his ֶרִבי became 
angry and began calling him unpleasant names, applying to him the 
ה  ְכִסיל  ְכִאַּוְלתֹו  ,ָפסּוק  Answer  a  fool  according  to  his  —  ֲענֵּ
foolishness (י כ״ו:ה  .(ִמְשלֵּ
 requesting his opinion on this ,ַרְמַב״ם wrote to the ֹעַבְדָיה 
issue. In his especially warm response, the ַרְמַב״ם wrote that ֹעַבְדָיה was 
correct; those of the Moslem faith believe in the unity of ה׳. After the 
 clarified his halachic opinion of the matter, he went to great ַרְמַב״ם
length to console and appease the גֵּר: 
 “Even though you are his ַתְלִמיד, your ֶרִבי should ask you 
 in this matter, because he caused you pain and shame by ְמִחיָלה
answering you improperly and calling you a fool. After that, he should 
fast and cry out to ה׳, and humble himself before Him so that perhaps 

ָרה will forgive him for his ה׳  תֹוָרה Does he not realize that the … ֲעבֵּ
warns in 36 places against mistreating a ר  in words or in deeds? ... He גֵּ
should have spoken to you with respect and kindness … He says that 
you are mistaken in a question of ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה. He should have been 
more concerned about embarrassing a גֵּר and ַכַעס, anger, which, as 
the (ַשָבת ק״ה:) ְגָמָרא says, is comparable to ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה. 
 “You should know that the תֹוָרה requires that a גֵּר be treated 
with a special degree of love. The תֹוָרה has commanded us to respect 
our parents and to listen to a ָנִביא. Yet, for a ר  requires that  תֹוָרה the ,גֵּ
we love him in our hearts, the same way a Jew is required to love ה׳ in 
his heart … 
 “Furthermore … a גֵּר is a person who has left his father’s 
house, his birthplace and his nationality to become a member of a 
downtrodden people … A גֵּר is a person who recognizes that Judaism is 
the only true faith and all other religions are mere imitations … some 
adding and some subtracting … Is a person who understands this a 
fool? May ה׳ bless you as He blessed our forefather ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו, and 
may you see the reward for your righteousness in this world and in the 
World to Come.” 
 and ,גֵּר ֶצֶדק felt he had to console and encourage this ַרְמַב״ם 
his letter has become a guide in how to appreciate a גֵּר in ל  .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
This idea, to be sensitive and encouraging, is not limited to dealing 
with a גֵּר, but also applies to all those who are in need, physically or 
spiritually, especially those who are returning to a life that is loyal to ה׳ 
and to His תֹוָרה. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah V (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

R' Yechiel Michel Feinstein ַזַצ״ל, born to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק and 
ר  in Lithuania, lost his father at age 7 and went to live ֶאְסתֵּ
with his grandfather, ָרב ,ר׳ ָדִוד of Stravin, Byelorussia. At 

the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן Meltzer ַזַצ״ל. 
At 16, he left to Mir to learn with ר׳ ְירּוָחם Levovitz ַזַצ״ל. Traveling with  ר׳
 his ,ַזַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ ֺמֶשה .he escaped to the US in 1941 ,ַזַצ״ל Kotler ַאֲהֺרן
uncle, soon summoned him to serve by his side as head of  ְיִשיַבת ִתְפֶאֶרת
 s daughter, Lifsha. He’ָרב In 1946, he married the Brisker .(NY) ְירּוָשַלִים
returned to ל ית ְיהּוָדה in 1952 and founded ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ  After his .ְיִשיַבת בֵּ
daughter’s (1976) ְפִטיָרה, he moved the ְיִשיָבה to י ְבַרק  'His son-in-law is R .ְבנֵּ
Tzvi Kaplan ַשִליָט״א.  
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 davened with the ַזַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיְכל
same ֲעבֹוָדה and dedication as when he 
learned ּתֹוָרה. His ַּתְלִמיִדים would wait for 
him, not to end ְקִריַאת ְשַמע, but to begin 
it! He sat in thought for a few minutes, 
slowly counting on his fingers. Nobody 
knew why. After his ְפִטיָרה, one ַּתְלִמיד 
related  that  once,  he  plucked  up  the 
courage to ask ֶרִבי what he was doing. "I am 
counting the ֲעֶשֶרת ַהִדְברֹות," R' Michel replied. 
He would accept each ִדְבָרה of the ֲעֶשֶרת ַהִדְברֹות before 
he recited ְקִריַאת ְשַמע! 
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