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One particularly frigid winter day, R’ Chaim 
Ozer was walking home after his shiur.

After 25 minutes of trekking through 
alleyways and obscure streets...

On the way back...

The Rosh Hayeshiva was only a 
block away from his home...

He might 
have found 

my directions 
confusing, and 

would have to ask 
other passersby 
again along the 
way. This would 

probably be very 
embarrassing for 

him. With every step 
of our walk we 

saved a Yid from 
unnecessary 
humiliation!

Shalom 
Aleichem, young 
man. How can I 

help you?

Maybe a famous 
person’s son? Who 
could it have been?

C-could the 
R-rosh Y-yeshiva p-p-
lease t-tell m-me how 

t-to g-g-get to th-this 
str-street?

My son, this 
is the street you are 

looking for. Zei Gezunt 
and hatzlachah in all 

inyanim!

Well... that bachur 
obviously has difficulty 

speaking, and his 
destination was far 

from my home!

Why didn’t the Rosh 
Yeshiva simply give the 

bachur directions instead 
of walking almost an hour 

in the frigid cold?

Th-Th-Thank 
you!

??

My son, Do you 
know who that 

was?

ה’ מנחם אב   1940 - 1863   5700 - 5623

R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzinski, זצ״ל, was born in Ivye, Lithuania, to R’ Dovid Shlomo. At the 
age of 15, he learned in the Volozhin ישיבה under R’ Chaim of Brisk, זצ״ל. When he was 
20 years old he married the daughter of the Vilna דין, who was the son-in-law of 
R’ Yisrael Salanter. Upon his father-in-law’s 2 ,פטירה years later, he served as the 
unofficial רב of Vilna for 55 years. His only child, a girl, was נפטרת at 20. He was one of 
the founders, and the first president, of אגדת ישראל and was the leader of European 
Jewry. As the יֹושב ראׁש of the ועד הישיבֹות, he distributed funds to the European ישיבֹות. 
His love for the יחיד and the כלל were legendary. With his brilliant mind, phenomenal 

memory and unusual מסירת נפׁש, he authored שו״ת אחיעזר (3 volumes).

Most certainly! I 
know exactly where 
this street is. Come, 

give me your arm.

As we walk, let 
me share with you 
today’s chiddush...
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

kzfr ban, rw nav ci rw jhho hvusv z"k

ה    ְשחָּ ֹּאשֹו ֶשֶמן ַהמִּ יו ֲאֶשר יּוַצק ַעל ר דֹול ֵמֶאחָּ א כא:י(… ְוַהכֵֹּהן ַהגָּ ְקרָּ )ַויִּ  
 The כֵֹּהן who is raised above his brothers, upon whose head 
the anointment oil has been poured. 
 The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול is chosen above the other ים  as a result of כֲֹּהנִּ
certain qualities. ֲחַז״ל list five areas in which he was "greater" than the 
others, one of which was strength. The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול had to be physically 
strong. This is learned from ַאֲהרֹּן ַהכֵֹּהן's ability to pick up each one of 
the 22,000 ם יִּ  and wave them back and forth and up and down. The ְלװִּ
magnitude of this task is evident when one realizes that this waving 
was all performed in a single day! This incredible feat was certainly not 
physically possible; it obviously required a miracle. If so, how do we 
learn from this that ַאֲהרֹּן had amazing physical strength? Furthermore, 
what difference does it make if the כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול possesses physical 
strength? Does this make him a better, more virtuous person? 
 We find another mention of the concept of strength in the 
א רָּ ים לח.) ְגמָּ רִּ ינָּה which states that the ,(ְנדָּ  rests only on one who is ְשכִּ
strong. The ה ז:א) ַרְמַב״ם ְלכֹות ְיסֹוֵדי ַהּתֹורָּ  s statement as'ֲחַז״ל explains (הִּ
a reference to one's ability to fully control his ע רָּ  .evil inclination ,ֵיֶצר הָּ
However, some ים ְרשִּ  understand that this specifically refers to ְמפָּ
physical strength. Why does a כֵֹּהן need to be physically strong? 
 R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ַזַצ״ל defines strength as one's ֵחֶשק, 
desire, especially to do the will of ד׳. He explains that the true reason 

behind our excuses not to carry out a task is our lack of a sense of 
purpose. Why are we lazy? It is because we do not appreciate or value 
the task at hand. When one is יב  ,appreciates, a given opportunity ,ַמֲחשִּ
he will somehow find the strength to perform the task.  
 It is difficult work to paint an entire house; but when it is 
one's own house, the difficulty seems to disappear. Why? Because the 
individual is יב  his house more. He overcomes any challenge that ַמֲחשִּ
confronts him. Laziness creeps in when one does not have ֵחֶשק, desire. 
 One who comes home after a day's work and finds the 
"strength" to learn ה ה demonstrates his esteem for ּתֹורָּ ימּוד ַהּתֹורָּ  One .לִּ
who is יב ה the ַמֲחשִּ  will always find a way to study it. One who finds ּתֹורָּ
excuses to justify his laziness is showing that he is not יב ה the ַמֲחשִּ   !ּתֹורָּ
 Lifting 22,000 ם יִּ  had ַאֲהרֹּן .in one day was truly impossible ְלװִּ
every reason to at least question מֶֹּשה and ask how he should do it … 
but he did not — he undertook the impossible without questioning. 
When one is יב  ד׳ .s command, nothing deters him'ד׳ ,values ,ַמֲחשִּ
responded to ַאֲהרֹּן's effort by miraculously transforming the 
impossible into the achievable. 
 R'   Chaim   explains   further   that   a   person   with   an 
overwhelming desire to fulfill ְצַות ד׳  creates the physical strength that מִּ
makes him worthy of having the ינָּה  .rest upon him ְשכִּ

Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah IX (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

ֹלֹמה ֶאִליֶעֶזר א the ,ַזַצ״ל Alfandri ר׳ שְׁ א ַקִדישָּ  was born in ,ַסבָּ
Constantinople, Turkey, to ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב and ַחנָּה, who both came 
from families of ִנים ה He was recognized for his .ַרבָּ  ּתֹורָּ

learning at a young age. In 1851, he accepted an offer to join the local  ַוַעד
ִני ה and was appointed ַהרּוחָּ ִשיבָּ ִמיִדים His .רֹאש יְׁ ֵדי ֶחֶמד included the ַּתלְׁ ר׳ ) שְׁ
ִקיָּה ַבע and the (ַזַצ״ל Medini ַחִיים ִחזְׁ ַית ַארְׁ ק) ִקרְׁ חָּ  ,In 1856 .(ַזַצ״ל Alarish ר׳ ִיצְׁ
he was elected to the ֵבית ִדין. In 1897, at age 71, after receiving a letter 
from the Ottoman Government appointing him ם ַבאִשי כָּ  he ,(Chief Rabbi) חָּ
moved to Damascus, Syria. In 1903, he became ם ַבאִשי כָּ ַפת of חָּ  a position ,צְׁ
he held until he moved to ַלִים רּושָּ אֹון in 1918. Known as a ,יְׁ  he ,ַצִדיק and גָּ
authored שו״ת מהרש״א and א א ַקִדישָּ  .שו״ת ַסבָּ

 כ״ב אייר
5586 — 5690 
1826 — 1930 

The ר׳ ַחִיים ֶאְלָעָזר ,ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר Spira 
(Munkatcher ֶרִבי) ַזַצ״ל, longed to meet  ר׳
ַסָבא  the ,ַזַצ״ל Alfandri ְשֹלֹמה ֶאִליֶעֶזר
 at least once in his lifetime. After ,ַקִדיָשא
many letters, he finally received ְרשּות to 
visit. When he met the ַסָבא ַקִדיָשא for 
the first time, the ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר excitedly 
recited the ְבָרָכה of ֶשֶהֱחָינּו. The next day, 
the ַסָבא ַקִדיָשא and the ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר spoke 
privately. During this final meeting, the  ַסָבא
 He then .בֹוֵרא ְנָפשֹות and said ,ְלַחִיים made a ַקִדיָשא
closed his eyes and was ִנְפָטר. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer

TorahThoughts

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

PIRCHEI 



Water SanctificationLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ י ְבתֹוְך ְבנֵׁ ְקַדְשתִׁ י ְונִׁ ם ָקְדשִׁ ְקָרא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)ְולֹא ְתַחְללּו ֶאת שֵׁ ַויִׁ  
 You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [but,]  I  should  
be  sanctified  among  ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ   … ְבנֵׁ
 The ָפסּוק is teaching us that the opportunity to prevent ד׳s 
name from being desecrated is the same opportunity to sanctify ד׳’s 
name.   
 The  ים אִׁ יָמן מו) ְירֵׁ  explains that if a person shows a lack of (סִׁ
seriousness toward any ְצָוה לּול ד׳ that is considered a מִׁ  Based on  .חִׁ
the teachings of the ָפסּוק, the same is true when it comes to making a 
דּוש ד׳ ְצָוה A person who demonstrates love towards a .קִׁ  is creating a מִׁ
דּוש ד׳  .קִׁ
 The ים אִׁ לּול ד׳ also explains that ְירֵׁ  can happen in all חִׁ
different circumstances and there is no limit to the ּסּור  Similarly .אִׁ
when it comes to sanctifying ד׳’s name, there are unlimited 
opportunities throughout the day that are moments to create  דּוש קִׁ
  .ד׳
 The effects of a דּוש ד׳  change the world around us קִׁ
forever!  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 As Reb Aaron Yosef Berger was on his way to ל  one ּכֹולֵׁ
morning, he saw a large truck from the city’s water department 
parked in front of a neighbor’s house, with some workers outside.  
 “Oy,” he thought as he went into the ְדָרש ית מִׁ  I know my“ ,בֵׁ
neighbor is struggling to manage; these workers must be shutting off 
the water here because he couldn’t pay the bill.” He remembered 
that the city had recently cut off the water to his house by mistake, 
and it had been terribly inconvenient not to have any running water. 
 “How can I just go about my day when my neighbor is going 
to have such aggravation?” he asked himself. He turned around and 
went back to his neighbor’s house. The water truck was just about to 
drive away. 
 “Wait!” he called. “Please stop!” 

 “Whatsa matter?” the driver demanded as he got out of the 
truck. 
 “Did you just shut off their water?” 
 “Yeah, so?” 
 “Please can you turn it back on? I’ll pay whatever they 
owe!” 
 “What  are  you  talkin’  about?”  the  worker  asked  in 
confusion. 
 R’ Aaron Yosef became flustered. “Didn’t you say you shut 
off the water?” 
 “Yeah…” 
 “So if he didn’t pay the bill, I’ll pay it right now.” 
 “Do you live here?” asked the worker. 
 “No…” 
 “You’re just passing by and you want to pay some 
stranger’s bill?” he asked in astonishment. 
 “Uh, yes. He’s my neighbor,” R’ Aaron Yosef replied. 
 “Well, it just so happens that we’re not shutting off the 
water ‘cause of an unpaid bill. There’s a water main leak and we need 
to shut off the water to fix the leak … but I cannot believe you were 
gonna pay his bill!” 
 R’ Aaron Yosef watched in shock as the worker pulled a 
chain off his neck and cursed as he stamped on the religious symbol 
he had been wearing. “This is no religion! You Jews are amazing! 
Unbelievable! You must have the right G-d!” 
 The man called to the other worker in the truck, “You hear 
this? This man wanted to pay his neighbor’s bill!” 
 R’ Aaron Yosef started to worry that his neighbor would 
come outside and find out what had happened. He apologized to the 
men for interrupting their work and hurried back to ל  satisfied ,ּכֹולֵׁ
that he had begun his day by making a דּוש ד׳  .קִׁ

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness VIII (with kind permission from CIS) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ו׳ סעיף ב׳
*Eli was running to be class president and heard that his closest rival, 
Levi, was openly spreading false rumors about him. When Levi was 
challenged regarding his false rumors in front of group of classmates 
during recess, he was silent. There was no denying the ‘facts.’ When 
someone showed him up, Levi always reacted impulsively; yet, in this 
case, he turned red and remained silent. It seemed certain that Levi did 
not react the way he usually did because the accusation was true. 
How should Eli respond to this open confrontation?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Levi’s silence is not absolute proof that the story is true. The ִּים  offers a ָחֵפץ ַחי
few reasons why people will remain silent even though they usually react and rarely 
allow anyone to show them up. Eli should defend himself, but cannot believe the story, 
as he heard it, to be the absolute truth. 

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while 
standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember 
that you forgot to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, 

stand up and count ְסִפיָרה. 
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה ִבְרַכת  that we learn that all ְגָמָרא quotes the בֵּ

 .ְסִפיָרה of ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ַהִמְצֹות

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R'   Shlomo   Eliezer 
Alfandri ַזַצ״ל, the א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  was ,ַסבָּ
awarded the title of י ם ַבאשִּ כָּ  חָּ
(chief rabbi) by the Sultan Abdul 
Hamid  II  after  the  following 
episode.   
 Originally, the Jews who 
fled the Spanish Inquisition to the 
Ottoman Empire were exempt 
from the army; however, the 
powerful  new  sultan,  Abdul 
Hamid   II,   decreed   that   all 
non-Muslims must enlist. The 
city's ים נִּ  tried unsuccessfully to ַרבָּ
reverse the edict. Ultimately, 
they   decided   to   accept   the 
decree rather than provoke the 
Sultan. 
 The א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  was the ַסבָּ
only one who protested. At the 
י נִּ  ,meeting, he declared ַוַעד ַהרּוחָּ
"Since serving in the Turkish army 
involves ת ּלּול ַשבָּ and eating non חִּ
-kosher food, enlisting is consid-
ered a ם ּלּול ַהשֵּׁ  We must not .חִּ
yield to Sultan Abdul Hamid II. If 
we are firm, ד׳ will help us." After 
this declaration, he burst into 
tears. 
 One wealthy community 
member,    who    had    some 
influence in the sultan's court 
during a visit to the palace, fell 

unconscious  and  died.  It  was 
customary for the א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  to ַסבָּ
deliver the first ד  at every ֶהְספֵּׁ
יָּה  but that day he stayed ,ְלוָּ
home. The ר ְפטָּ  s sons offered’נִּ
him large sums of money to 
come, but he refused. "Yesterday, 
I visited your father and asked 
him to help his people. He defied 
my request and I cannot honor 
him." None of the city's rabbis 
eulogized the man. 
 Sultan Abdul Hamid was 
furious when he heard about the 
א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  s refusal to deliver a'ַסבָּ
ד  He summoned the rabbi to .ֶהְספֵּׁ
the palace, intending to punish 
him, but when the sultan met the 
א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  and heard his ַסבָּ
position, he was very impressed. 
He granted him the title of  ם כָּ חָּ
י  with the power to issue ,ַבאשִּ
edicts in the Jewish community, 
and the draft was not enforced. 
 My יד א  the ,ַתְלמִּ ַסבָּ
א ישָּ  taught by example that ַקדִּ
when ד׳ wants to shower us with 
ה כָּ  He often sends us a difficult ,ְברָּ
test.  If  we  are  successful,  we 
create the ְזכּות to receive His 
ה כָּ  !ְברָּ

רּוְך! ְכרֹו בָּ י זִּ   ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your                         ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. How do we know that we take only ONE לּוָלב from the 
word פֹּת  ?which is (or seems to be) in the plural ,כַּ

2. What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ  offer to explain what prompted רַּ
the י ְצרִׁ יש מִׁ ן אִׁ  ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against בֶּ

1. The word ַּפֹּת ְָּמִרים) ”ו“ is spelled missing a כ ַּפֹּת ת  .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2. i) When he heard the ֲהָלָכה that the ִׁים ַָּפנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין ּתֹוָרה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ְִׁצר ִׁיש מ ֶּן ִאָשה) became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ  .(24:10 — ד״ה ו
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא:  :  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ֶמר  ת ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו ִהְלכוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

Learning Contest ערב שבת

Sage Sayings
During WWI, the Jews of ְצַפת suffered from a food shortage. A 
well-dressed Turkish pasha, riding together with his soldiers on 
a groomed white horse, noticed the א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  and asked him ַסבָּ
for a ה כָּ א  Only the humble can receive blessings," the" .ְברָּ ַסבָּ
א ישָּ יר " .replied (in Turkish) ַקדִּ יְך קֶען אַײְך בֶענטשן נָאר אֹויב אִּ אִּ
 I can bless you only if you come — קּומט ַארָאּפ פּון דֶעם פֶערד!
down from your [high] horse." The Pasha smiled and agreed. In 
return for the ה כָּ  !he sent food for the duration of the war ,ְברָּ

*Goal: Teaching Yiddish with a meaningful lesson 

ְנָחה ֲחָדָשה …    ם מִּ ְקַרְבתֶּ ים יֹום, ְוהִּ שִּ ְסְפרּו ֲחמִּ תִּ
…ַלד׳  

 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… you shall count 50 
days, and then offer a meal offering to ד׳… 

This ָפסּוק is the source that explains why we 
count the 49 days of the עֹוֶמר. Why do we 
continue the ָפסּוק and mention the  ִמְנָחה
י  the meal offering — the ,ֲחָדָשה ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
י ַמַהִרי״ח( ְמֹפָרִשים Some ?ַהֶלֶחם  explain )ִלקּוטֵּ
that this part of the ָפסּוק is not relevant to 
the counting of the עֹוֶמר, but is simply the 
end of the ָפסּוק, and it would be 
inappropriate to stop in the midst of a ָפסּוק. 
Other י ַחִיים ְוָשלֹום( ְמֹפָרִשים  explain that )ַדְרכֵּ
the counting of the עֹוֶמר is based on the 
offering of the י ַהֶלֶחם  We .ָשבּועֹות on ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
hope that by ָמִשיחַ  ,ָשבּועֹות will be here so 
that we will be able to bring the  י ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
 we will ,ְפָשט and, according to this 2nd ַהֶלֶחם
be ְמַקיֵּם the full ה  ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר of ִמְצַות ֲעשֵּ
retroactively. 

 The  current  Pirchei  Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  ֶעֶרב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. The שַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to 
ה ּתֹורָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ ח and until קַׁ לַׁ ת שְׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  ,שַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה חָּ  ִמנְׁ
every ת בָּ ה in either your ,ֶעֶרב שַׁ ִשיבָּ  or יְׁ
local ש רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for an hour or .בֵּ
more you will get an additional entry into 
the raffle. 
 The contest’s basic rules: There 
is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום רְׁ ד ּתַׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ִים ִמקְׁ נַׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור בָּ כֹות שַׁ ת  or  ִהלְׁ ִקּדּושַׁ
ת בָּ  you will receive an extra entry in ,שַׁ
the raffle. This contest is open for all ages 
up to 12th grade.  
 If you are interested in joining 
this program, please send in your signed 
faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 
9633. Please include your name, grade, 
ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your contact and ,יְׁ
fax #’s and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Learning ערב שבת
Contest

UnderstandingDavening



Water SanctificationLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ י ְבתֹוְך ְבנֵׁ ְקַדְשתִׁ י ְונִׁ ם ָקְדשִׁ ְקָרא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)ְולֹא ְתַחְללּו ֶאת שֵׁ ַויִׁ  
 You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [but,]  I  should  
be  sanctified  among  ל ְשָראֵׁ י יִׁ   … ְבנֵׁ
 The ָפסּוק is teaching us that the opportunity to prevent ד׳s 
name from being desecrated is the same opportunity to sanctify ד׳’s 
name.   
 The  ים אִׁ יָמן מו) ְירֵׁ  explains that if a person shows a lack of (סִׁ
seriousness toward any ְצָוה לּול ד׳ that is considered a מִׁ  Based on  .חִׁ
the teachings of the ָפסּוק, the same is true when it comes to making a 
דּוש ד׳ ְצָוה A person who demonstrates love towards a .קִׁ  is creating a מִׁ
דּוש ד׳  .קִׁ
 The ים אִׁ לּול ד׳ also explains that ְירֵׁ  can happen in all חִׁ
different circumstances and there is no limit to the ּסּור  Similarly .אִׁ
when it comes to sanctifying ד׳’s name, there are unlimited 
opportunities throughout the day that are moments to create  דּוש קִׁ
  .ד׳
 The effects of a דּוש ד׳  change the world around us קִׁ
forever!  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 As Reb Aaron Yosef Berger was on his way to ל  one ּכֹולֵׁ
morning, he saw a large truck from the city’s water department 
parked in front of a neighbor’s house, with some workers outside.  
 “Oy,” he thought as he went into the ְדָרש ית מִׁ  I know my“ ,בֵׁ
neighbor is struggling to manage; these workers must be shutting off 
the water here because he couldn’t pay the bill.” He remembered 
that the city had recently cut off the water to his house by mistake, 
and it had been terribly inconvenient not to have any running water. 
 “How can I just go about my day when my neighbor is going 
to have such aggravation?” he asked himself. He turned around and 
went back to his neighbor’s house. The water truck was just about to 
drive away. 
 “Wait!” he called. “Please stop!” 

 “Whatsa matter?” the driver demanded as he got out of the 
truck. 
 “Did you just shut off their water?” 
 “Yeah, so?” 
 “Please can you turn it back on? I’ll pay whatever they 
owe!” 
 “What  are  you  talkin’  about?”  the  worker  asked  in 
confusion. 
 R’ Aaron Yosef became flustered. “Didn’t you say you shut 
off the water?” 
 “Yeah…” 
 “So if he didn’t pay the bill, I’ll pay it right now.” 
 “Do you live here?” asked the worker. 
 “No…” 
 “You’re just passing by and you want to pay some 
stranger’s bill?” he asked in astonishment. 
 “Uh, yes. He’s my neighbor,” R’ Aaron Yosef replied. 
 “Well, it just so happens that we’re not shutting off the 
water ‘cause of an unpaid bill. There’s a water main leak and we need 
to shut off the water to fix the leak … but I cannot believe you were 
gonna pay his bill!” 
 R’ Aaron Yosef watched in shock as the worker pulled a 
chain off his neck and cursed as he stamped on the religious symbol 
he had been wearing. “This is no religion! You Jews are amazing! 
Unbelievable! You must have the right G-d!” 
 The man called to the other worker in the truck, “You hear 
this? This man wanted to pay his neighbor’s bill!” 
 R’ Aaron Yosef started to worry that his neighbor would 
come outside and find out what had happened. He apologized to the 
men for interrupting their work and hurried back to ל  satisfied ,ּכֹולֵׁ
that he had begun his day by making a דּוש ד׳  .קִׁ

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness VIII (with kind permission from CIS) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ו׳ סעיף ב׳
*Eli was running to be class president and heard that his closest rival, 
Levi, was openly spreading false rumors about him. When Levi was 
challenged regarding his false rumors in front of group of classmates 
during recess, he was silent. There was no denying the ‘facts.’ When 
someone showed him up, Levi always reacted impulsively; yet, in this 
case, he turned red and remained silent. It seemed certain that Levi did 
not react the way he usually did because the accusation was true. 
How should Eli respond to this open confrontation?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Levi’s silence is not absolute proof that the story is true. The ִּים  offers a ָחֵפץ ַחי
few reasons why people will remain silent even though they usually react and rarely 
allow anyone to show them up. Eli should defend himself, but cannot believe the story, 
as he heard it, to be the absolute truth. 

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while 
standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember 
that you forgot to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, 

stand up and count ְסִפיָרה. 
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה ִבְרַכת  that we learn that all ְגָמָרא quotes the בֵּ

 .ְסִפיָרה of ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ַהִמְצֹות

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R'   Shlomo   Eliezer 
Alfandri ַזַצ״ל, the א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  was ,ַסבָּ
awarded the title of י ם ַבאשִּ כָּ  חָּ
(chief rabbi) by the Sultan Abdul 
Hamid  II  after  the  following 
episode.   
 Originally, the Jews who 
fled the Spanish Inquisition to the 
Ottoman Empire were exempt 
from the army; however, the 
powerful  new  sultan,  Abdul 
Hamid   II,   decreed   that   all 
non-Muslims must enlist. The 
city's ים נִּ  tried unsuccessfully to ַרבָּ
reverse the edict. Ultimately, 
they   decided   to   accept   the 
decree rather than provoke the 
Sultan. 
 The א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  was the ַסבָּ
only one who protested. At the 
י נִּ  ,meeting, he declared ַוַעד ַהרּוחָּ
"Since serving in the Turkish army 
involves ת ּלּול ַשבָּ and eating non חִּ
-kosher food, enlisting is consid-
ered a ם ּלּול ַהשֵּׁ  We must not .חִּ
yield to Sultan Abdul Hamid II. If 
we are firm, ד׳ will help us." After 
this declaration, he burst into 
tears. 
 One wealthy community 
member,    who    had    some 
influence in the sultan's court 
during a visit to the palace, fell 

unconscious  and  died.  It  was 
customary for the א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  to ַסבָּ
deliver the first ד  at every ֶהְספֵּׁ
יָּה  but that day he stayed ,ְלוָּ
home. The ר ְפטָּ  s sons offered’נִּ
him large sums of money to 
come, but he refused. "Yesterday, 
I visited your father and asked 
him to help his people. He defied 
my request and I cannot honor 
him." None of the city's rabbis 
eulogized the man. 
 Sultan Abdul Hamid was 
furious when he heard about the 
א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  s refusal to deliver a'ַסבָּ
ד  He summoned the rabbi to .ֶהְספֵּׁ
the palace, intending to punish 
him, but when the sultan met the 
א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  and heard his ַסבָּ
position, he was very impressed. 
He granted him the title of  ם כָּ חָּ
י  with the power to issue ,ַבאשִּ
edicts in the Jewish community, 
and the draft was not enforced. 
 My יד א  the ,ַתְלמִּ ַסבָּ
א ישָּ  taught by example that ַקדִּ
when ד׳ wants to shower us with 
ה כָּ  He often sends us a difficult ,ְברָּ
test.  If  we  are  successful,  we 
create the ְזכּות to receive His 
ה כָּ  !ְברָּ

רּוְך! ְכרֹו בָּ י זִּ   ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your                         ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. How do we know that we take only ONE לּוָלב from the 
word פֹּת  ?which is (or seems to be) in the plural ,כַּ

2. What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ  offer to explain what prompted רַּ
the י ְצרִׁ יש מִׁ ן אִׁ  ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against בֶּ

1. The word ַּפֹּת ְָּמִרים) ”ו“ is spelled missing a כ ַּפֹּת ת  .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2. i) When he heard the ֲהָלָכה that the ִׁים ַָּפנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין ּתֹוָרה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ְִׁצר ִׁיש מ ֶּן ִאָשה) became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ  .(24:10 — ד״ה ו

1. How do we know that we take only ONE לּוָלב from the 
word פֹּת  ?which is (or seems to be) in the plural ,כַּ

2. What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ  offer to explain what prompted רַּ
the י ְצרִׁ יש מִׁ ן אִׁ  ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against בֶּ

1. The word ַּפֹּת ְָּמִרים) ”ו“ is spelled missing a כ ַּפֹּת ת  .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2. i) When he heard the ֲהָלָכה that the ִׁים ַָּפנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין ּתֹוָרה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ְִׁצר ִׁיש מ ֶּן ִאָשה) became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ  .(24:10 — ד״ה ו

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא:  :  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ֶמר  ת ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו ִהְלכוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

There's a new Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

Learning Contest ערב שבת

Sage Sayings
During WWI, the Jews of ְצַפת suffered from a food shortage. A 
well-dressed Turkish pasha, riding together with his soldiers on 
a groomed white horse, noticed the א ישָּ א ַקדִּ  and asked him ַסבָּ
for a ה כָּ א  Only the humble can receive blessings," the" .ְברָּ ַסבָּ
א ישָּ יר " .replied (in Turkish) ַקדִּ יְך קֶען אַײְך בֶענטשן נָאר אֹויב אִּ אִּ
 I can bless you only if you come — קּומט ַארָאּפ פּון דֶעם פֶערד!
down from your [high] horse." The Pasha smiled and agreed. In 
return for the ה כָּ  !he sent food for the duration of the war ,ְברָּ

*Goal: Teaching Yiddish with a meaningful lesson 

ְנָחה ֲחָדָשה …    ם מִּ ְקַרְבתֶּ ים יֹום, ְוהִּ שִּ ְסְפרּו ֲחמִּ תִּ
…ַלד׳  

 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… you shall count 50 
days, and then offer a meal offering to ד׳… 

This ָפסּוק is the source that explains why we 
count the 49 days of the עֹוֶמר. Why do we 
continue the ָפסּוק and mention the  ִמְנָחה
י  the meal offering — the ,ֲחָדָשה ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
י ַמַהִרי״ח( ְמֹפָרִשים Some ?ַהֶלֶחם  explain )ִלקּוטֵּ
that this part of the ָפסּוק is not relevant to 
the counting of the עֹוֶמר, but is simply the 
end of the ָפסּוק, and it would be 
inappropriate to stop in the midst of a ָפסּוק. 
Other י ַחִיים ְוָשלֹום( ְמֹפָרִשים  explain that )ַדְרכֵּ
the counting of the עֹוֶמר is based on the 
offering of the י ַהֶלֶחם  We .ָשבּועֹות on ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
hope that by ָמִשיחַ  ,ָשבּועֹות will be here so 
that we will be able to bring the  י ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
 we will ,ְפָשט and, according to this 2nd ַהֶלֶחם
be ְמַקיֵּם the full ה  ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר of ִמְצַות ֲעשֵּ
retroactively. 

 The  current  Pirchei  Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  ֶעֶרב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. The שַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to 
ה ּתֹורָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ ח and until קַׁ לַׁ ת שְׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  ,שַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה חָּ  ִמנְׁ
every ת בָּ ה in either your ,ֶעֶרב שַׁ ִשיבָּ  or יְׁ
local ש רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for an hour or .בֵּ
more you will get an additional entry into 
the raffle. 
 The contest’s basic rules: There 
is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום רְׁ ד ּתַׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ִים ִמקְׁ נַׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור בָּ כֹות שַׁ ת  or  ִהלְׁ ִקּדּושַׁ
ת בָּ  you will receive an extra entry in ,שַׁ
the raffle. This contest is open for all ages 
up to 12th grade.  
 If you are interested in joining 
this program, please send in your signed 
faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 
9633. Please include your name, grade, 
ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your contact and ,יְׁ
fax #’s and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Learning ערב שבת
Contest

UnderstandingDavening
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One particularly frigid winter day, R’ Chaim 
Ozer was walking home after his shiur.

After 25 minutes of trekking through 
alleyways and obscure streets...

On the way back...

The Rosh Hayeshiva was only a 
block away from his home...

He might 
have found 

my directions 
confusing, and 

would have to ask 
other passersby 
again along the 
way. This would 

probably be very 
embarrassing for 

him. With every step 
of our walk we 

saved a Yid from 
unnecessary 
humiliation!

Shalom 
Aleichem, young 
man. How can I 

help you?

Maybe a famous 
person’s son? Who 
could it have been?

C-could the 
R-rosh Y-yeshiva p-p-
lease t-tell m-me how 

t-to g-g-get to th-this 
str-street?

My son, this 
is the street you are 

looking for. Zei Gezunt 
and hatzlachah in all 

inyanim!

Well... that bachur 
obviously has difficulty 

speaking, and his 
destination was far 

from my home!

Why didn’t the Rosh 
Yeshiva simply give the 

bachur directions instead 
of walking almost an hour 

in the frigid cold?

Th-Th-Thank 
you!

??

My son, Do you 
know who that 

was?

ה’ מנחם אב   1940 - 1863   5700 - 5623

R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzinski, זצ״ל, was born in Ivye, Lithuania, to R’ Dovid Shlomo. At the 
age of 15, he learned in the Volozhin ישיבה under R’ Chaim of Brisk, זצ״ל. When he was 
20 years old he married the daughter of the Vilna דין, who was the son-in-law of 
R’ Yisrael Salanter. Upon his father-in-law’s 2 ,פטירה years later, he served as the 
unofficial רב of Vilna for 55 years. His only child, a girl, was נפטרת at 20. He was one of 
the founders, and the first president, of אגדת ישראל and was the leader of European 
Jewry. As the יֹושב ראׁש of the ועד הישיבֹות, he distributed funds to the European ישיבֹות. 
His love for the יחיד and the כלל were legendary. With his brilliant mind, phenomenal 

memory and unusual מסירת נפׁש, he authored שו״ת אחיעזר (3 volumes).

Most certainly! I 
know exactly where 
this street is. Come, 

give me your arm.

As we walk, let 
me share with you 
today’s chiddush...
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

kzfr ban, rw nav ci rw jhho hvusv z"k

ה    ְשחָּ ֹּאשֹו ֶשֶמן ַהמִּ יו ֲאֶשר יּוַצק ַעל ר דֹול ֵמֶאחָּ א כא:י(… ְוַהכֵֹּהן ַהגָּ ְקרָּ )ַויִּ  
 The כֵֹּהן who is raised above his brothers, upon whose head 
the anointment oil has been poured. 
 The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול is chosen above the other ים  as a result of כֲֹּהנִּ
certain qualities. ֲחַז״ל list five areas in which he was "greater" than the 
others, one of which was strength. The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול had to be physically 
strong. This is learned from ַאֲהרֹּן ַהכֵֹּהן's ability to pick up each one of 
the 22,000 ם יִּ  and wave them back and forth and up and down. The ְלװִּ
magnitude of this task is evident when one realizes that this waving 
was all performed in a single day! This incredible feat was certainly not 
physically possible; it obviously required a miracle. If so, how do we 
learn from this that ַאֲהרֹּן had amazing physical strength? Furthermore, 
what difference does it make if the כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול possesses physical 
strength? Does this make him a better, more virtuous person? 
 We find another mention of the concept of strength in the 
א רָּ ים לח.) ְגמָּ רִּ ינָּה which states that the ,(ְנדָּ  rests only on one who is ְשכִּ
strong. The ה ז:א) ַרְמַב״ם ְלכֹות ְיסֹוֵדי ַהּתֹורָּ  s statement as'ֲחַז״ל explains (הִּ
a reference to one's ability to fully control his ע רָּ  .evil inclination ,ֵיֶצר הָּ
However, some ים ְרשִּ  understand that this specifically refers to ְמפָּ
physical strength. Why does a כֵֹּהן need to be physically strong? 
 R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ַזַצ״ל defines strength as one's ֵחֶשק, 
desire, especially to do the will of ד׳. He explains that the true reason 

behind our excuses not to carry out a task is our lack of a sense of 
purpose. Why are we lazy? It is because we do not appreciate or value 
the task at hand. When one is יב  ,appreciates, a given opportunity ,ַמֲחשִּ
he will somehow find the strength to perform the task.  
 It is difficult work to paint an entire house; but when it is 
one's own house, the difficulty seems to disappear. Why? Because the 
individual is יב  his house more. He overcomes any challenge that ַמֲחשִּ
confronts him. Laziness creeps in when one does not have ֵחֶשק, desire. 
 One who comes home after a day's work and finds the 
"strength" to learn ה ה demonstrates his esteem for ּתֹורָּ ימּוד ַהּתֹורָּ  One .לִּ
who is יב ה the ַמֲחשִּ  will always find a way to study it. One who finds ּתֹורָּ
excuses to justify his laziness is showing that he is not יב ה the ַמֲחשִּ   !ּתֹורָּ
 Lifting 22,000 ם יִּ  had ַאֲהרֹּן .in one day was truly impossible ְלװִּ
every reason to at least question מֶֹּשה and ask how he should do it … 
but he did not — he undertook the impossible without questioning. 
When one is יב  ד׳ .s command, nothing deters him'ד׳ ,values ,ַמֲחשִּ
responded to ַאֲהרֹּן's effort by miraculously transforming the 
impossible into the achievable. 
 R'   Chaim   explains   further   that   a   person   with   an 
overwhelming desire to fulfill ְצַות ד׳  creates the physical strength that מִּ
makes him worthy of having the ינָּה  .rest upon him ְשכִּ

Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah IX (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

ֹלֹמה ֶאִליֶעֶזר א the ,ַזַצ״ל Alfandri ר׳ שְׁ א ַקִדישָּ  was born in ,ַסבָּ
Constantinople, Turkey, to ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב and ַחנָּה, who both came 
from families of ִנים ה He was recognized for his .ַרבָּ  ּתֹורָּ

learning at a young age. In 1851, he accepted an offer to join the local  ַוַעד
ִני ה and was appointed ַהרּוחָּ ִשיבָּ ִמיִדים His .רֹאש יְׁ ֵדי ֶחֶמד included the ַּתלְׁ ר׳ ) שְׁ
ִקיָּה ַבע and the (ַזַצ״ל Medini ַחִיים ִחזְׁ ַית ַארְׁ ק) ִקרְׁ חָּ  ,In 1856 .(ַזַצ״ל Alarish ר׳ ִיצְׁ
he was elected to the ֵבית ִדין. In 1897, at age 71, after receiving a letter 
from the Ottoman Government appointing him ם ַבאִשי כָּ  he ,(Chief Rabbi) חָּ
moved to Damascus, Syria. In 1903, he became ם ַבאִשי כָּ ַפת of חָּ  a position ,צְׁ
he held until he moved to ַלִים רּושָּ אֹון in 1918. Known as a ,יְׁ  he ,ַצִדיק and גָּ
authored שו״ת מהרש״א and א א ַקִדישָּ  .שו״ת ַסבָּ

 כ״ב אייר
5586 — 5690 
1826 — 1930 

The ר׳ ַחִיים ֶאְלָעָזר ,ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר Spira 
(Munkatcher ֶרִבי) ַזַצ״ל, longed to meet  ר׳
ַסָבא  the ,ַזַצ״ל Alfandri ְשֹלֹמה ֶאִליֶעֶזר
 at least once in his lifetime. After ,ַקִדיָשא
many letters, he finally received ְרשּות to 
visit. When he met the ַסָבא ַקִדיָשא for 
the first time, the ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר excitedly 
recited the ְבָרָכה of ֶשֶהֱחָינּו. The next day, 
the ַסָבא ַקִדיָשא and the ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר spoke 
privately. During this final meeting, the  ַסָבא
 He then .בֹוֵרא ְנָפשֹות and said ,ְלַחִיים made a ַקִדיָשא
closed his eyes and was ִנְפָטר. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer
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