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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 was born in Frankfurt, Germany, the ַזַצ״ל Schwab ר׳ מֶׁ۬שה
youngest child of R' Yehuda and Chana (née Erlanger). 
At the age of 16, he went to learn in Kaminetz under ר׳ 

 In .ר׳ ֶאְלָחָנן and from there went on to Baranovich to learn under ָּברּוְך ּבֶער
1938, he immigrated to England, where he learned under ר׳ מֶׁ۬שה ׁשנַײֶדר in 
Schneider's ְיִׁשיָבה. From there, he moved to Gateshead to learn in the ּכֹוֵלל, 
where he became close to R' Dessler. In 1942, he married ָרֵחל, daughter 
of ר׳ ָדִוד Baddiel, a founding member of the local ְקִהָּלה. In 1946, he joined 
the ְיִׁשיָבה and with his unusual ִׂשְמַחת ַהַחִּיים, ַהְצֵנַע ֶלֶכת and ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים he had a 
 are legendary. His classic ֶחֶסד The many stories of his .ַּתְלִמיד on each ַהְׁשָּפָעה
  .ֵסֶפר ַמַעְרֵכי ֵלב are printed in ָיִמים טֹוִבים on ִׁשעּוִרים

ב' אדר
5678 - 5739
1918 - 1979

On ּפּוִרים, R' Moshe Schwab ַזַצ״ל would 
urge the ָּבחּוִרים to sing ִעְבדּו ֶאת ד׳ ְּבִׂשְמָחה, 
serve ד׳ with joy, and repeat it for a 
very long time. He lived with ִׂשְמַחת 

 until his very last moments. On ַהַחִּיים
his final day, many people came to 
visit him. As soon as the door opened, 
he greeted them with his usual smile, 
showing them how much he appreciated 
their company. During his last hours, when 
he lost his sight, he heard a friend enter. 
When told who his visitor was, he welcomed him with a 
broad smile.  

Gedolim Glimpses

ֶרת   …ְוָעׂשּו ֲארֹון…ַאָּמַתִים ָוֵחִצי ָאְרּכֹו…ְוִדַּבְרִּתי ִאְּתָך ֵמַעל ַהַּכּפ۬

And they shall make an Ark … two and a half cubits its length … and I 
shall speak with you from atop the Cover [of the ark]… (ְׁשמֹות כה:י,כב)

The ָארֹון, with dimensions of 2½ ַאמֹות by 1½ ַאמֹות by 1½ ַאמֹות, which 
was made by מֶׁ۬שה, was not only used in the ִּמְׁשָּכן, it was also used in the 
first ֵּבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש, the Holy Temple. The ָארֹון was placed in the ֶדׂש ַהָּקָדִׁשים  ,ק۬
Holy of Holies. 

The ַּבְתָרא צט.) ְּגָמָרא ֵלִוי notes, in the name of (ָּבָבא   that the space ,ַרִּבי 
that was taken up by the ָארֹון is not included in the dimensions of the 
ַהָּקָדִׁשים ֶדׂש  ו:כ as they are specified in] ק۬ ַהִמְקָּדׁש In the first .[ְמָלִכים   ,ֵּבית 
the dimensions of the ַהָּקָדִׁשים ֶדׂש   .ַאמֹות by twenty ַאמֹות were twenty ק۬
However, if one measured from any wall to the ָארֹון, there were always 
ten ַאמֹות of space on each side. Miraculously, the ָארֹון did not take up 
any space. We are all aware that this miracle happened in a place that 
no one except the ּ۬כֵהן ָגדֹול on יֹום ִּכּפּור could even notice. No one, not even 
the ֵהן ָגדֹול  !took a tape measure to check and verify the measurements ,ּכ۬
What was the purpose of this rather fascinating hidden miracle?

The fact that the ּתֹוָרה tells us that the ָארֹון did not take up any space 
must be to teach us an important lesson. The ַמַהְרָׁש״א explains that the 
 ד׳ Since .מֶׁ۬שה came and spoke directly to ד׳ was the place where ָארֹון

is not physical and He is everywhere, the place of the ָארֹון was not 
physical. Therefore, it could not be measured physically.

These are some beautiful answers that were suggested by a class 
of boys between the ages of nine and ten years old:

 The ָארֹון represents ּתֹוָרה. The reason that the ָארֹון did not take up 
any space is to teach us that the ּתֹוָרה we learn can never be finished. 
The ּתֹוָרה has no limits and therefore it cannot be measured in any 
physical way.

 We know that learning ּתֹוָרה requires a person to be humble. ּתֹוָרה, 
which the ָארֹון represents, sits best with a person who is humble and 
does not take up any “space.” A humble person is willing to admit his 
mistakes to arrive at the truth. The more a person is able to humble 
himself, the better he will be able to understand and teach the truth 
of ּתֹוָרה. 

-anytime, twenty ּתֹוָרה  is above time and space. We can learn ּתֹוָרה
four hours a day. Learning ּתֹוָרה is not limited to any special place 
or time. We must always learn ּתֹוָרה in every situation. Even a poor 
person must designate times to learn ּתֹוָרה and therefore the ָארֹון, 
which represents ּתֹוָרה, cannot be measured physically.
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף י׳

Eli was collecting money at the entrance of the ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש. An important 
person, who was leading a group, walked towards him. Eli was quite 
pleasantly surprised when the ‘important man’ stopped and handed him 
a $5 bill. At lunch with Eli and a group of friends, Tully mentioned that 
today, Mr. Reicher, one of the richest Jews in the country, came to shul. Eli 
who knows that Tully often makes negative remarks, wanted to mention 
to the group his receiving a $5 donation.   

Is Eli able to share that he received a $5 donation from Mr. Reicher?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. What word had a ו in ַרִׁש״י’s ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה that does not have a ו 
in our ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה?

 means pegs; he ִיְתד۬ת was not sure that the word ַרִׁש״י .2
thought that maybe it means something else. What 
was it?

 the first word we have in ,ְוֵאת ּכל ֲאׁשר ֲאַצוֶּה אֹוְתָך ֶאל ּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל of ּפסּוק In the - ְוֵאת .1
our ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה is the word (25:22 – ד״ה ְוֵאת ּכל ֲאׁשר ֲאַצוֶּה אֹוְתָך) ֵאת.

 could possibly mean weights, since ִיְתד۬ת contemplated that the word ַרׁש״י .2
weights could also be used to hold down the curtains and prevent them 
from flapping in the wind ( ... 27:19 –ד״ה ִיְתדֹת).

A Generous HeartLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (ArtScroll)

of 
the

 •  In מּוָסף of אׁש חֹוֶדׁש  .ִּתַּכְנָּת ַׁשָּבת instead of ַאָּתה ָיַצְרָּת we say ,ַׁשָּבת ר۬
 •  Many add ֶזה ָקְרַּבן ַׁשָּבת ְוָקְרַּבן ַהּיֹום ָּכָאמּור to introduce the added ָקְרָּבנֹות of אׁש חֹוֶדׁש  whether these ְמֻסָּפק is ִמְׁשָנה ְּברּוָרה The .ר۬

words are a ֶהְפֵסק.
 •  The ְּבָרָכה of ַאָּתה ָיַצְרָּת ends with ְמַקֵּדׁש ַהַּׁשָּבת ְוִיְׂשָרֵאל ְוָראֵׁשי ֳחָדִׁשים. If one forgets אׁש חֹוֶדׁש  he ,ְּבִדיֶעֶבד then ,ְמַקֵּדׁש ַהַּׁשָּבת and ends ר۬

is יֹוֵצא.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו… ִהְלכו…
ָחל  ֶדׁש ׁשֶ ראׁש חו…

ת ּבָ ׁשַ ּבְ

Answer:No. Even though the possible ֲאַבק ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע is being mentioned ְּבַאּפי ּתָלָתא, if Eli knows 
that Tully is the type of person who sees a picture from a negative angle, there would be an 
 to mention any episode that might seem harmless, but which Tully ּלְפֵני ִעֵּור ל۬א ִתּתן ִמְכׁשֹול of ִאּסּור
could interpret negatively.    
 

ַּדֵּבר ֶאל ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל … ֵמֵאת ָּכל ִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשר ִיְּדֶבּנּו ִלּבֹו ִּתְקחּו ֶאת ְּתרּוָמִתי.

Speak to the Children of Israel … from every man whose heart 
will move him, you shall take My gift (ְׁשמֹות כה:ב).

We know that buildings that are needed for national concerns, 
such as the Capitol or the White House, are funded by taxes 
and other forms of government revenue. The ִמְׁשָּכן was built as 
a place where Hashem would rest His ְׁשִכיָנה and in which the 
Jewish People would serve Him. It was the “headquarters” of our 
service to the One Above. Why, then, was the ִמְׁשָּכן built through 
a request for private donations? Why was it not simply funded 
through a national tax?

R' Zalman Sorotzkin ַזַצ״ל writes in ַלּתֹוָרה  that the main ָאְזַנִים 
quality needed in building the ִמְׁשָּכן was the special generosity 
through which it was built. It was precisely because its every 
piece of gold and every scrap of wood was given with a pure, 
sincere willingness of heart that ד׳ desired to rest His Presence in 
it. ד׳ ,ַרֲחָמָנא ִלָּבא ָּבִעי seeks the heart.

R' Sorotzkin continues by saying that it is this special and 
unique generosity that makes every ֵּבית ַהְּכֶנֶסת special. The fact 
that every ֵּבית  ַהְּכֶנֶסת is built by Jews who willingly give of their 
resources to glorify ד׳’s Name makes the prayers uttered in these 
places very pleasing to ד׳.

The generosity of heart that Jews demonstrate, both in building 
 institutions and in helping individual Jews, is a quality that is ּתֹוָרה
unique to the Jewish people.

*
R' Chaim Gelb was a Williamsburg baker and a one-man 

 institution. Many people vividly recall the sight of R' Chaim ֶחֶסד
hurrying about at weddings, an upturned yarmulka in his 
outstretched hand filling with coins as he raised money for the 
poor.

As a young couple, R' Chaim and his wife had accumulated 
$10,000 in their savings account and they decided to dedicate 

their lives to the ִמְצֹות of ְצָדָקה and ֶחֶסד. During the years that 
followed, their entire savings was disbursed to the poor and to 
Torah institutions.

To R' Chaim, it was not enough to just give money to the poor; 
they had to be shown love and respect as well. As our Sages 
teach, the comfort one offers a poor person is even greater than 
the money one gives him (:ָּבָבא ַּבְתָרא ט). When R' Chaim married 
off his daughter, it was natural for him to invite the poor people 
who were regular guests at his home. But R' Chaim did more. He 
sat the poor people at the head table!

When R' Chaim’s granddaughter went to enroll her child 
in an established ְיִׁשיָבה in which all the classes were said to 
be full, the head of the ְיִׁשיָבה welcomed the boy with open 
arms. He explained, “Today, our ְיִׁשיָבה is well established, and 
is sometimes forced to turn away applicants. But I have not 
forgotten the day when we first opened many years ago. We 
had just a few students, and almost no money. Your grandfather, 
my good friend R' Chaim, came and presented me with a 
donation – the first we received from anyone. He said, ‘A ְיִׁשיָבה 
needs students, but it also needs money – ִאם ֵאין ֶקַמח, ֵאין ּתֹוָרה’ 
.(ָאבֹות ג:כא)

“I have never forgotten his generous and thoughtful gesture. 
Now I can repay him in some way.”

R' Chaim was not one to speak about his accomplishments. 
Thus, in his younger years, there were some people who 
wondered what exactly he did with all those nickels and 
pennies he collected. Therefore it came as a surprise to some 
when the legendary ְמַנֵהל of Mesivta Torah Vodaath, R' Shraga 
Feivel Mendlowitz, accepted R' Chaim’s invitation to join him at 
his home one ַׁשָּבת for ְסעּודֹות  Only later on did it become .ָּׁשלׁ۬ש 
known that in the 1930s, during the Great Depression, R' Chaim 
had raised thousands of dollars for the ְיִׁשיָבה, and it was this 
money that had allowed the ְיִׁשיָבה to stay open.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding ִּבְרַּכת ַהחֶ۬דׁש

D
ear Talmid,

When R' Moshe 
Schwab ַזַצ״ל was ִנְפָטר, 
in the prime of his life, 

it was a great shock for both the 
 and the ְיִׁשיָבה of the ָּבחּוִרים
community at large, even the local 
gentiles. 

 When she heard about R' 
Moshe’s passing, an old gentile 
seamstress mentioned to one 
of the locals, “I can tell you that 
he really was a special man. You 
see, the Rabbi’s wife took care of 
everything. She always brought his 
clothing to be tailored, as needed. 
The Rabbi never stepped into my 
premises all the years, until very 
recently. 

"For the last two months of his 
life, on a regular basis, the Rabbi 
would bring in his clothes without 
his wife knowing. He would ask me 
to take them in. I now realize that 
he just didn’t want his wife to have 
the additional pain of watching him 
losing more and more weight!"

Most of the ָּבחּוִרים in ְיִׁשיָבה were 
already in bed when they heard 
the sad news about the ְּפִטיָרה. One 
of the לֶעּבֶעִדיקֶע ָּבחּוִרים sat quietly in 
his bed, as hot tears began slowly 

R' Moshe Schwab ַזַצ״ל repeatedly stressed that davening is 
not just three times a day — even in the middle of the day 
one should be asking ד׳ as the need arises. “ָּדִוד ַהֶּמֶלְך says in 

 .My essence is davening — ְּתִהִּלים, ַוֲאִני ְּתִפָּלה — ִאיְך ִּבין ַא ׁשִטיק דַאװֶענֶען
One should be davening one’s entire lifetime!” R' Moshe began 
every ִׂשיָחה, shmuess, with a plea, “ִדיר ּבֶעט  ִאיְך  עֹוָלם,  ֶׁשל  ִרּבֹונֹו    ִּביטֶע 

ִדְׁשַמָּיא ִסַּיְעָּתא  ֶׁשל עֹוָלם ,Please — פַאר   I beg of You to grant me ,ִרּבֹונֹו 
Your Divine assistance!” Then he would continue. 

 
Heard from a ַּתְלִמיד of R' Moshe Schwab ַזַצ״ל

 'Yahrtzeit of R – 1964 / 5724 ֲאָדר 2
Avraham Kalmanowitz ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיַבת ִמיר ,ַזַצ״ל, America, 
was a ַּתְלִמיד of Slabodka, a ָרב of Rakov and a close 
friend of R' Chaim Ozer Grodzenski of Vilna. He was 
also the founder and head of a ּכֹוֵלל and served as 
a member of the ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה ִיְׂשָרֵאל of מֹוֶעֶצת   of ֲאֻגַּדת 
Poland. He aided Jews who had been arrested 
by the Bolsheviks during the revolution and was 
consequently arrested and imprisoned in Minsk. 
R' Avraham was among the founders of the 
 in Vilna. In 1926, he was elected president ַוַעד ַהְיִׁשיבֹות
of the ִמיר ְיִׁשיָבה. In 1929 he became the rabbi of Tiktin 
and also established a ְיִׁשיָבה there. At the beginning 
of WWII, the ָרב and his family reached the United 
States, while his beloved ִמיר ְיִׁשיָבה escaped from Mir 
to Vilna, thus escaping both the Germans and the 
Russians. 

During the War, the ָרב was one of the leading 
personalities of the ַהָצָלה  ַוַעד After WWII, the .ַוַעד 
played an active role in the spiritual rehabilitation 
of the survivors, continuing its operations until the 
early 1950s. From its establishment in 1939 until the 
end of 1945, the ַוַעד spent more than $3,000,000 on 
relief and rescue activities. R' Avraham arranged 
for the transfer of ִמיר ְיִׁשיָבה to Kobe, Japan, and later 
Shanghai, where he undertook the responsibility 
of its upkeep for the duration of the war. In 1945, 
he arranged for its transfer to the United States 
and ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְיִׁשיָבה In 1946, he reopened .ֶאֶרץ   in ִמיר 
Brooklyn, New York, with the new arrivals serving 
as the nucleus. American-born youngsters were 
gradually attracted to the new school and it became 
a leading American ְיִׁשיָבה. In the 1950s, when he 
saw that Sephardic Jewry in Syria, Egypt, Morocco 
and other places were endangered, he could not 
rest. He used his connections in Congress and 
the State Department to petition for the passing 
of a law that would give Jews in Arab countries 
the status of oppressed minorities. By granting 
them “oppressed minority status,” thousands of 
Jews were able to procure emergency visas to the 
United States.

This Week in History

rolling down his cheeks. After a 
long silence he decided to explain 
his out-of-character reaction.

"Little does anyone know," he 
explained to his friends, “but my 
family is forever indebted to R' 
Moshe. Once I had a very delicate 
family issue and went into R' 
Moshe to discuss it. He told me 
not to worry; he would take care of 
the problem. The very next day, he 
left Gateshead after his daily ִׁשעּור, 
without telling anyone. He boarded 
a train to London, a six-hour trip, 
and then took a taxi to my home. He 
spoke to my parents for an hour or 
two, took the taxi back, and came 
back on the late-night train. He did 
this a few times until he worked out 
a resolution to the family issue. His 
true caring saved my family!"        

My ַּתְלִמיד, the ְּגָמָרא states: ָּגדֹול  

 one who serves a – ִׁשּמּוָׁשן יֹוֵתר ֵמִלּמּוָדן
 gains more [life-lessons] ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם
by observing his ֶרִּבי’s behavior 
than from his teachings. R' Moshe 
was a ֶרִּבי in every level of ּתֹוָרה ֲעבֹוָדה  

ֲחָסִדים ָאָדם especially ,ּוְּגִמילּות   ֵּבין 

!ַלֲחֵברֹו

 !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

… ְוַקֵּבל ְּבַרֲחִמים ּוְבָרצֹון ֶאת ְּתִפָּלֵתנּו …

… And accept with mercy and favor — our 
prayer… 

R' Moshe Schwab ַזַצ״ל would stress that a 
person must strive to embody ַהֶמֶלְך  s'ָדִוד 
expression: ְתִפָּלה  .ְּתִפָּלה to be a shtick — ַוֲאִני 
"One should not only daven 3 times a day; 
even in the middle of the day, one should 
ask ד׳ as the need arises." We simply stir 
the feeling of His ַרֲחִמים, mercy, by sincerely 
asking for our needs, and in turn this will 
lead to our finding favor in ד׳’s eyes. We 
ask ְוֵעת ַרֲחִמים  ְׁשַעת  ַהּז۬את  ַהָּׁשָעה  ְּתֵהא  ַמְלֵּכנּו    ָאִבינּו 
 Our Father, our King, may this moment ,ָרצֹון
be a moment of mercy and a time of favor. 
Whenever we lift our eyes heavenwards in 
 can be a moment of mercy and a time ְּתִפָּלה
of favor. A small ְּתִפָּלה said in a time of need 
can pack a powerful punch!



The Ponevezher Rov helped to re-establish the Torah world in 
Eretz Yisroel after World War II. While he was building his famous 

Ponevezher Yeshiva, a certain city official was being overly restrictive 
and difficult...

The meeting was held in the Ponevezher Rov’s house. 
The city official rambled on about the importance of 

planning a building and the bomb shelter. The Ponevezher 
Rov politely agreed with everything he said.

At the end of the meeting the Ponevezher 
Rov got up to walk the official out...

to the surprise of the official, 
the Rov gave him a kiss! The 
official was prepared for a 

full-blown argument, but the 
rov’s understanding and loving 

warmth touched his heart.

at the shiva of the Ponevezher Rov the gerrer 
rebbe, the bais yisroel, told the rov’s son, ”you 

are not an only son sitting shiva for your father. 
every one of us was an only child of your father!”

R’ Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman ראׁש ישיבה ,זצ״ל of Ponevezh, was born in Kuhl, Lithuania. 
At the age of 14 he went to Telshe ישיבה, until he was 20. he learned for a half year 
in Novardok, and 3 years in Radin. He married the daughter of the רב of Vidzh, and 
became רב there in 1911. In 1919, he became the רב of Ponevezh and was also elected as 
the spokesman to the Parliament. He immigrated to ארץ ישראל in 1940 and built Kiryat 
Ponevezh, בתי ָאבֹות and more. He rescued many orphans from the secular Zionists, 
especially the Children of Tehran. He traveled the world collecting for his מוסדות; 
his אהבת ישראל and אהבת התורה were so strong that he was able to open up the heart 

of anyone he met.

כ’ אלול   1886-1969   5646-5729

I’m sorry, R’ Lorincz, I am 
temporarily putting a hold on this 

construction. The bomb shelter needs 
to be larger than the code requires; 

I’m sure you will be adding more 
students...

I
represent the 

Ponevezher Rov. He has 
been doing everything 

according to code until 
now. This is far too 

costly...
Rabbi, these are 

my requirements; 
I don’t change for 

anyone...

please...Why don’t 
we set up a meeting 

with the Rov and 
discuss it.

...As I said, 
I will need all 

these requirements 
fulfilled!

Thank you so 
much for coming here and 

explaining all this to me. Now 
I understand better! Thank 

you!

...Hmm!.. the restrictions are 
off... er...rabbi, please forgive me! 

these restrictions were about envy, 
not about safety...

I’ll come in his 
honor, but I am not 

changing my mind.

Ok... I 
understand.

May you be 
blessed.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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