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. The Great Society and 
.A.id to Religious Schools 

·· An analysis of die-bard Jewish opjJosiiion to the iie1v education 

. President Johnson's Great Sodety made its grand 
debut with a major breakthrough in the struggle for 

·· the principle that all school children are partners in 
the American educational structure. 

Let it be clear at the outset: The .Administration's 
aid-to-education bUl avoids coming to grips with the 
controversial issue of direct aid to the secular studies 
program of religious schools. From all indications, 
this Great Debate regarding the definitive boundaries 
of Church-State separation will rage for years to come. 

·· What the Great Society has accomplished is to put the 
Great Debate into proper perspective: the sole issue 
of direct grants to religious schools. The new educa
tion bill, by bestowing its benefits upon the disadvan
taged religious-school children along with their public 
school counterparts, serves to remove the cherem 
which doctrinaire devotees of Church-State separation 

. have sought to place on religious school students. 

.. It is this principle of recognition accorded to the 
Yeshiva student, over and above any immediate finan
cial advantages, which makes the President's education 

·· bill a document of major importance to the Jewish 
·community. 

It is now five years since Agudath Israel, afone 
among Jewish organizations, took up the cudgels for 
this principle and conducted a continuing campaign 
in Washington and in other areas for this cause. Dur
ing this ha:lf decade the general climate has radically 
changed among all segments of America's citizens; the 
atmosphere has become increasingly favorable to the 
demands of the religious schools. As the American 
public learned the true facts, it gradually discarded 
many of the myths spread by the opponents of religious 
school aid. This change in public opinion has been 

.· clearly indicated by the Gallup Poll. 

New WindsBlowing 
··· Within the Jewish community too, new winds began 
to stir as individuals and groups had second thoughts. 
As the justice of the religious schools' demands gradu
ally pierced through the clatter of confusing and con-

flicting declarations; many reappraised their stand. The 
result: Today many of the opponents of school aid 
have switched and others who equivocated lost their 
shyness and are joining this battle. Slowly the pendu-
lum of tbe Jewish consensus has swung toward the 

.. pro-federal-aid camp. 
The President's education bill is the factor which .·· . 

crystallized some of this new sentiment. Because it 
limited the scope of its benefits to the student, omitting 
any direct grants to schools, this bill narrowed down 

· · · the area of controversy to the point that even the 
votaries of Church-State separation could accept it 
without compromising their convictions. This was best 
demonstrated when the staid American Jewish Com
mittee jumped on the bandwagon and issued a warm 
public endorsement of the basic provisions of this 

. ·legislation. · 

However, two groups mnong Jews - the American 
JeW:ish Congress and Reform Judaism -'- are deter
mined not to budge one inch in their stubborn stand 
to deny federal-aid, not only to religious schools, but 
to their students as well. 

The first shot in their latest offensive was fired in 
early January, not in tbe direction of the education bill, 
but this time at the anti-poverty work of the Adminis
tration. The American Jewish Congress un1eashed a 
sharp blast at the government forces engaged in the 
war on poverty; for utilizing religious school facilities 
in the impoverished neighborhoods of four cities for 
extra-curricular programs. This attack on the anti
.poverty program brought in its wake a rash of such 
scare headlines as: "U.S. ANTI-POVERTY FUNDS 
GO INTO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS (Jewish Press, 
January 15, 1965); PARISH SCHOOL AID FOR 
POVERTY HIT (The New York Times, January JO, 
l 965); A.J.C. CHARGES MISUE OF FEDERAL 
ANTI-POVERTY FUNDS (Rhode ·. Island Herald, 
January 22, 1965)~A.J.C. CHARGES ANTI-POV
ERTY FUNDS GOING TO PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 
(Jewish Standard, January ] 5. ] 965). 



When Agudath Israel publicly exposed this unwar
ranted attack as a malicious slander of one of the 
nation's greatest humanitarian efforts and as a dis-
service to the Jewish people, the American Jewish Con
gress leaders feverishly tried to mobilize support for 
their extreme stand among other secular groups. But 
no one would bite, and they remained isolated. 

Shortly thereafter, when hearings began on Capitol 
Hill on the Administration's education bill, the Ameri
can Jewish Congress dispatched spokesmen to Wash
ington to sound the alarm about the impending doom 
of America's public school system if the legislation 
would be enacted. The House and Senate education 

Highli9hts of Education-Aid Bill 
.The ''Elementary and Secondary Edu~a+ion Ad of 191,5" 

presented to the Congress of the United States has the 
following Titles: 
.0 Title I is a )-year program (firot year authorization $1 

. billion) designed to meet the special needs of edu~ationally 
. deprived children of low-income families. School district. 

with concentrations of disadvantaged children (the original 
hill sets the formula at famiiies having an annual income 
of less than $2,000) will benefit from special educational 

· ·services, remedial education, pre-school or afier school pro· 
grams and additional instructional personn2I. It includes 
provision~ for shared services which would bcnefi·f sludents 
of non-public schools. 
O Title II provides for a 5.·year program ( fir~t year author
iwtion is $100 million} to make available textbooks and 
school library resources to improve the educational quality 
of the schools of the nation. It also would provide periodicals, 
documents, magnetic tapes and phonograph records for all 
school children where needed, over and above the present 

· expenditures for this purpose by public and non·public 
schools. The textbooks and other instructional material must 

. be the same as those used or approved for use in the public 
schools. 
O Title {// is a 5-year program (first year authori~ation is 
$100 million) to provide urgently. needed educational services 
not presently available in the schools. and grants for sup· 

· plementary educational centers a nd service organizations. 
These programs, which would benefit studenh of public and 
.non·public schools, would include such services as guidance 
counselors, school health. programs, mobile educational serv

. ices, specialized instruction and equipment such as new 
science laboratory facilities. 

·• (The three Titles listed above represent the a reas where 
students of. religious schools could receive benefits. The 
main emphasis of this bill is evident from Title I which 

··.receive~ the maior portion of the grant, and zeros in on the 
·hard-core of poverty-stricken areas. For a better understand
ing of the impact of the granls .of the firot three Title., the 
following are the official estimates for the State of New York: 
Title I: $75 million dollars; Title II: $0 million dollars; and 
Title Ill: $8 million.) 
O Title IV (first year new authorization $45 million) pro. 
vides for the training of research personnel and improved dis
semination of information derived from educational research 
and development. Also, 1t would provide for the construction 

.·and operation of centers to improve the quality of tea ching. 
O Title Y is a 5.year program {first year authorization $10 
million) to strengthen the leadership resources of State 

.educational C>geneies. 
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sub~committees were warned by the American Je\Vi~h 
Congress: 

"There is the serious danger of fragmenting the public 
sehool system by encouraging proliferation of private 
schools ••• the fragmentation of the public school system 
would be but one of the muny unfortunate consequence~ 
of the initiation of a policy of dividing governmental edu· 
cation funds among religious groups. We can expect 
bitter rivalries in seeking a •fair share' of the pie. One 
can expect high priced lobbyists to represent various 
private school systems, and perhaps even the formation 
of religious political parties to push for government funds. 
It is not unreasonable to expect that the public schools, 
lacking 1mch well-organized and committed groups will in 
time become the stepchildren of the t~ducational system, 
receiving from tax-raised funds 011ly what is left after the 
sectarian forces hav(' had thefr shares." 

The A.J .C. did not stop with this nightmarish por
trayal of the religious school system growing into a 
mighty colossus which would grow and grow and 
ultimately overwhelm the public school system. Its 
spokesman, in reply to a question from Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy at the Senate hearing, even expressed op
position to such accepted programs for the religious 
schools as school lunches and bus transportation. 

The spokesman of Reform Judaism also appeared 
at these hearings to help fan the flames of fear con
cerning "mushrooming" religious schools. He declared: 

"By tending to equate pub1ic and churl'h schoo]s in 
the l'Yl'S of the law as equally entitled to public support, 
this bi11 will greatly stimulate the c1·eation of sepnratc 
parochial school systems in every denomination. The 
temptation to sup at the trough is uot one to which n~ost 
religious denominations have shown any exceptional re· 
sistancc. As a network of parochial schools mushrooms, 
support for puhlir. s.-hool., would f'onstnntly be diluted." 

Oddly enough, the spokesman of Reform Judaism 
prefaced his statement with a declaration that "Our 
traditional love of learning has impelled us to create, 
as our own religious responsibility, a vast network of 
private educational institutions for the perpetuation of 
Jewish religious values" and, he added, "without re
ceiving any federal aid." This spurious contention does 
not even merit rebuttal. No intelligent person could 
compare the financial costs of the all-day Yeshivos, and 
their heavy budgets for religious and secular depart
ments, with the relatively tiny costs of the Sunday 
Schools of Reform Judaism. Instead of a "traditional 
Jewish love of learning," the statement of the Reform 
Jewish groups reeks of their traditional abhorrence of 
the "separatist" religious parochial schools - a "mitz
vah" of Reform Jewish dogma which most of their 
spiritual leaders have been fulfilling with great fervor. 

Unwarranted Fears 
If these two major Jewish opponents of this bill 

would have studied it more carefully, their fears would 
have vanished. The Act specifically states that its 



grants can only supplement andincricise the expendi
tures of the schools in such areas as textbooks, and 

·· cannot. be used to supplant current expenditures. 
Therefore, their anxieties are completely unfounded: 
The Yeshivos and the other religious school systems 
will be as heavily plagued with their constant financial 
crises as in the past in order to meet their heavy 
standing maintenance budgets. The alarm bells were 
sounded for nought . . . . .. · 

Fortunately, the President's education ... aid-bill has 
received the overwhelming support of American organ
izations and educational groups of all faiths. The 
prestigious 900,000-member National Education Asso
ciation, long a foe of any aid to parochial schools, 
endorsed this bill, as have many other groups tradition
ally opposed to direct grants to religious schools. In 
this general atmosphere of consent, the rabid opposi-

.· tion of the American Jewish Congress and Reform 
Judaism sticks out like a sore thumb. 

Damaging the1ewish /Jnage 
These Jewish groups are not only hitting at an eclu

cational effort which is important for all Americans. 
Even more, the raucous position taken by the A.J.C. 
in every area where there could be found the slightest 
suspicion of state assistance to religion, has gravely 
damaged the Jewish image in this country. The Jewish 
defense agencies, which spend so many millions of dol
lars annually to create "good public relations," would 
be able to sharply curtail their budgets if the A.J.C. 
would cease its activities in delicate areas, which only 
fan the ftames of prejudice. 

With the warm bi-partisan support that this lcgisla-

Youngsters being taught the funda
mentals of electricity in the General 
Studies program of a typical Amer

. ;can day school. It is for such pro

grams that a continuing struggle is 
being waged for government aid to 
t eligious schools. 

e The first order of business, since funds frorri the 
provisions of this bill will be channelled through the 
states, is the organization of associations of Jewish 
all-day Schools on a state-wide level. This Will assure\ 
that the local education authorities negotiate directly: 
with the heads of the Yeshiva movement, and not with" 

···any self-appointed non-Orthodox Jewish educational
1 

··· 
. agencies. Sad experience of the past has shown that: 

Where Orthodox institutions were not united, the non-: 
Orthodox took advantage of this division to step inl 
and claim rights to represent Yeshivas for whom they 
have no right to speak. Torah Umesorah could be 
the logical group to undertake this· huge organizational, 
effort, which should unite all segments of the Yeshiva ·· 
and Ba.is Yaakov movement in this country on 
state-wide h<isis. 

i1t The OrthodoX Jewish C~)mtn1.1nity should notbc 
lulled - ·by this favorable turn of events - into a 

.·false sense of security about the ultimate rectification' . 
of the injustice from which our Yeshivos now suffer. 
We are about to win the first round, but we are still. 
very far from the · day when yeshivos will receive. 
federal aid for their secular studies programs, which 
they rightly deserve. The struggle for justice must be . . ·· 
pursued further with wisdom and tenacity. The entire 
Orthodox Jewish ·community must become involved 
in this all-important struggle, whose successful outcome 
can rndically alter the chances for survival of the 
broad masses of American Jewry. 

~ . 



Alit . ·c .. in.'. ris1s 
. tlsrael's latest "a// air" focuses attention 

!. For many years, dtiiens of N azeret Alit have been 
.. tt>attiing a mayor they never elected. to secure the re
~igious rights which are taken for granted by most 
!other Israelis. Failing in their efforts to convince 
iMayor Mordecai (Motke) Allon of the need for a 
}o:chul, they have had to be content to install an Aron 
!.Kodesh and a Sefer Torah in various apartments and 

.. shacks scattered through the city. Under a pre-man
~iate Turkish law, still valid under Israeli law, this 
procedure gives the schul legal status. 
~ .. Leaders of the religious community have on numer-

. ··~us occasions petitioned the mayor to build a central 
. ~chul; to desist from discouraging new immigrants from 

egistcring their children for religious education, and 
~o meet the growing needs of a growing religious com
·eunity. They have failed to make any progress with 
.· Hon, and have failed in their attempts to rally public 
.. . pinion in their favor. 
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Y aakOl' Jacobs 

on religious coercion 

On last December 3rd, some one hundred workers 
appeared at dawn at the three improvised schuls and 
methodically dismantled them, leaving the city without 
any facilities for worship and religious assembly. This 
act, perhaps unprecedented in Jewish history, of Jews 
tearing down and desecrating schuls, caused hardly a 
ripple of comment in the Israeli press. It would likely 
have gone entirely without notice where it not for 
another issue which brought Natzeret Alit into the 
·news and made it the focus for secularist attack against 
the religious leadership . 

Mrs. Rina Eitani, a member of Mayor Allon's city 
council (it has no religious representation) was asked 
by the Ministry of Interior to surrender her passport, 
having ruled that she is not a citizen of the State of 
Israel. She had come to Israel in 1947 with her moth
er; her father had been killed by the Nazis. Registering 
as a Jew, she was automatically granted Israeli cit-



. . 

. izenship mlder the Law of Return.> When it was re.;; .. 
vealed that her mother is non-Jewish, her citizenship 
was invalidated, causing a furor among anti-religious 
groups and the hostile Israel press, and projecting 
Natzeret Alit into the center of attention. 

The Ciiy of NatzereiAlit .··· 
Natzeret Alit is a new city. It is situated on the 

mountains which overlook the city of Nazereth, the 
. home of Israel's largest concentration of Arab citizens. 

Because of the strategic location of Nazereth on Israel's 
defense perimeter, and the potential of an unfriendly 
Arab population, the government has been channeling 
immigrants from Eastern Europe and North African 
Jewish communities to this new city in the Gali!. Yet, 
the l 8,000 Jews in Natzeret Alit are Jittle more than 
half the Arab population of Nazereth, and thousands 
of more immigrants will be sent to this area .. · .·· 

.. Nazeret Alit has not yet gained the status of a city. 
The mayor is appointed by the government, and he 
appoints the members of a city council. Mayor Allon, 
not responsible to his constituency, and supported by 
a city council which he himself appoints, has ruled 
with little concern for democratic procedures. He was 
described in the Teves 5723 issue of Shevilim, the 
organ of the Mizrachi Rabbinate, as a "dictator ruling 
with a stronf? hand over the religious life of the com
h1unity ; .. who works on his own initiative, without 
democracy ... who wages a battle of threats and in
timidation against religious education . ... " . .. . ... ·· 

With a religious population numbering in the thou
sands, the religious school of Natzeret Aiit has less 

. than five hundred children enrolled. Parents have been 
·· , told that the religious schools are dirty and inadequate, 

and encouraged to send their children to the secular 
··.·government schools housed in modern buildings. Those 

insisting on religious education for their children were 
told that the "religion" taught in the government schools 
was adequate. . When this has failed to convince the 
parents, they have been threatened with economic 
. reprisals, and many parents who resisted these threats 
were denied jobs. Others, unable to find work in an 
economically depressed area, have been denied welfare 
benefits because of their refusal to relinquish their re

. ligious rights. _Many of these families stubbornly clung 
to their religious beliefs and practices in the hostile 

·· climate of the countries they Jived in before coming 
to Israel. 

(In such ~ atmosphere, missionaries have found 
fertile ground fot their work, capitalizing on economic 
blight and religious tensions.) .. ·· _ .. 

Stubbornly refusing to permit the construction of a 
central schul, Mayor .· A1lon has insisted that the 
100,000 pounds allocated fot this purpose by the 
Ministry of Building and Ministry of Religions is not 

.· sufficient He wants; he claims, to'builda scht<i th~t 
.·· wi!J favorably match the churches of Nazereth; rind 

this would cost a half million pounds. ·At the same 
time, the Ministry of Buildings has allocated millions 
of pounds for the government schools and governmertt 
sponsored clubhouses. . .. · .· • . . .·· ·, . . 

Leader of Natzeret Alit's religious community is 
Rabbi Pinchas Miller who has become the specific ·· 
target of Allon, because of his a:ggressive leadership. 
Rabbi Miller fell into disrepute with government offi
cials in early 1964 when he refused to accept the in~ 
vitation of the Archbishop of Galilee to meet Pope 
Paul VI in a Nazereth church. .· 

Following the dismantling and .desecration of the 
schuls, the reHgi6us community organized a protest .. 
meeting. The meeting was cancelled by the local police 
under the pretext that a meeting permit had not been . 
obtained though the law requiring a permit applies· 
only to meetings of a political nature. .. ..·· . •··• 

In a joint Jetter issued to the public, the congrega-" · 
tions of the three demolished .tchuls stated: . 

"At dawn on Thursdav, Kislev 28, 5725, Mr.Allon 
sent one hundred worke~s ... to destroy (the) tempo
rary quarters which had served for four years as the 
schuls and religious centers for the religious Jews of 
Nazeret Alit. To our great shame there are no other 
schuls in our dtv . . . . .. .··· ... · .·· ... ·· .·· . . ..... 

"The resident:~ of the area and the new 6lim st6od 
by with tears in their eyes observing how Jews dese
crate the Aron Kodesh and the Sifrai Torah and de
.~troy places of worship in a manner reminiscent df 
sad events . .. ···· ... . ··· .· .. . . . . . . · . .. ..··· .· .. .. ... .. ·· .·. 
·· "We never elected Mordecai Allon and his grou1J . 
. ·~ .Let all citizens of Natz,eret A lit petition the Minis- ·· 
try of Interior to dissolve the local city council and 
to hold immediate elections." .· .. · . . . .. 

Bet Haknesset Jlasfai-di Beth E_;l 
. Bet Haknesset Talmud Torah 

Bet Haknesset Lanoar. • 

.As•· th~ religious yi.vhuv·became aware of the··sch~t .... . 
demolitions, and protest meetings were held in Jeru
salem, Tel Aviv and other cities and towns, it· became 
more difficult to keep from the Israeli public the news 
of these atrocities and the constant violation of the · 
religious and civil rights of the Natzeret Alit commu-
nity, and the despotic rule of an unelected mayor. 

Again-'"-'Who1sa Jew·? 
The Rina Eitani affair provided a perfect smoke-.· 

screen for the secularists to cover the unsavory situa
tion in the Galil city. There was no question that the 
Ministry of Interior was acting within the law and in 
accordance with their responsibilities when they invali- · 
dated Mrs. Eitani's citizenship. It was also perfectly. 

. dear that Mrs. Eitani was not being barred from 



citizenship, since she could, even as a non-Jew, become 
a natura1ized citizen of the State. Yet a tremendous 
uproar was heard in the land: A woman who had 
suffered at the hands of the Nazis; who had Come to 
Israel and worked on a kibbutz; who considered her
self " Jewish in everything" as The Jerusalem Post 
reported, had suffered a cruel invasion of her private 
life. 

The Israeli press began beating the drums and sound
ing the alarm -that th~ rabbis w~re at it again, declar
ing a woman who was a loyal citizen of 1 srael to be 
non-Je\vish simply because her mother \Vas not of 
the Jewish faith. In their deep concern for this woman 
who had been wronged, they could find no room for 
·compassion on behalf of the scores of Jewish children 
in Natzeret Alit vvho had been weaned from their 
·ancestral faith; for their fathers who were the victims 
of economic boycott because they chose to 1naintain 
their beliefs in the Holy Land; nor did it matter that 
on holy soil, Jews had demolished Jewish houses of 
worship. (Surely, had an overzealous religious citizen 
desecrated a Christian missionary center, the practition
ers of righteous wrath would have been kept busy for 
days and weeks.) 

"A Streak of Bigotry" 
The defenders of democracy who deny it to religious 

Jews, even managed to reach acroSs land and sea to 
enlist the support of The New York Times. Visiting 

·Israel on a trip around the world, the Times' Brooks 
·Atkinson, once the nemesis of Broadway playrights, 
opened his column of January 19, 1965, datelined 
. Jerusalem, with these words: 

"Under the bright and busy surface of this small 
country there is occasionally a streak of bigotry. It 
.expresses a fanatical belief in racial, national or re
,·ligious purity, and it probably also expresses the 
.theocrac;; that lingers in Israel. During the last month 
. it has been illustrated by the shocking case of Mrs. 
Rina Eitani in upper Nazereth." 

Outlining the facts of the case, Atkinson concludes 
that "Mrs. Eitani suddenly finds herself pronounced 
iu1clean in the prin1itive style of the Old Testan1ent." 

Several months ago, Mr. Atkinson's own New York 
· .Tifnes reported a sin1ilar case in Jersey City, Ne\v 
Jersey. It was discovered that the mayor-elect was an 
immigrant who had never gotten around to applying 
for American citizenship. Not being a citizen of the 
United States, the mayor-elect was hardly eligible to 
hold public office and he quietly resigned. We recall 
no outburst of indignation hy The New York Times 

'or Mr. Atkinson. It was not suggested that the Con
stitution of the United States betrays a "streak of 
bigotry" because it insists that its public officials be 
citizens. Nor do we recall any- intimation of any sort 
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that the gentleman in question had "been declared 
unclean in the primitive style of the Old Testament." 

Yet, Atkinson waves the secularist !lag as he loudly 
proclaims in the respected columns of The New York 
Times that "thousands of Israelis do not support this 
arhitrary and cruel ruling." 

The Law of Return 
Raising again the pseudo-question, "Who is a Jew?'" 

under such a flimsy pretext, is a sign of desperation 
in the anti-religious camp. The Law of Return has 
granted automatic citizenship to every Jew who chooses 
to come to Israel. Non-Jews are granted citizenship 
under naturalization procedures similar to those in 
effect in most nations of the world. ·rhe rationale for 
this law was recently stated in these words: 

"Israel is open to all Jews, now and forever, no 
111atter froni what country or area they come. The 
Jews of the world are our brethren, our people, flesh 
of our flesh, bone of our bone." 

If these words manifest a "streak of bigotry" and 
constitute an invasion of the private lives of citizens 
or potential citizens of the State of Israel, we must 
refer the critics to the President of the State who spoke 
those w<-rds in his inaugural address. 

1"he question of who is a Jew is a religious question; 
nothing more and nothing less. Israel has chosen 
wisely to accept religious authority in an~wering this 
question, because even hardened opponents of Torah 
realize it is the only assurance of the integrity of the 
Jewish people in the Holy Land. Any other criteria 
used to determine Jewishness would open the flood
gates of intermarriage and assimilatiori, in the Holy 
Land, a problem which has suddenly become the con
cern of Zionist and secular leaders in the diaspora. 

Every social or political unit, from the United Na
tions to a fraternal lodge has the right t'.<l set the criteria 
for its members or constituents. The criteria for Jew
ishness were fixed for all times by the Torah, and no 
force on earth can or dare tamper with them. 

Let the "thousands of Israelis (who) do not support 
this arbitrary and cruel ruling"; whose hearts bleed 
for democracy, rise to the defense of the be]eagured 
religious community of Natzeret Alit, ruled by a mayor 
they never elected and by a city council which refuses 
to grant them representation. Let the Jewish defense 
agencies in this country who so staunchly defend the 
democratic rights of all men, be equally zealous in 
supporting the rights of the citizens of N atzeret Alit. 

Woe is to us that we live in a tin1e when Jews tear 
down schuls and desecrate Sifrai Torah. What an ugly 
time we live in, when a request th3.t a single person 
abide by the law is met with wrath and outrage, and 
the cry of Jews who want to live as Jews in the Holy 
Land goes unheard. 



. Christian~Jewish dialogue in 

. Since the closing of the Vatican Council, there has 
been a sizable increase in the number of "dialogue" 
groups bringing together Catholic and Jewish spokes
men for discussion of their respective theologies. In 

. most every case, the Church is represented by trained 
· cind experienced churchmen, and the "Jewish" represen

tcitive is a defense organization official or layman. 
In this article, REUBEN E. GROSS approaches the 

problem from a historical and a contemporary perspec
tive. Mr. Cross is a practicing attorney and has previous
ly contributed to THE JEWISH OBSERVER. 

Even three-day-a-year Jews have heard of Rav 
Amnon of Mainz. Who has not read his tragic talc 
in the Machzor's footnote on Yorn Kippur, during 
Unesoneh Tokeph, and learnt how this eleventh cen
.tury sage lost his life as a result of a theological 
"dialogue" with his local bishop. Being on friendly 
terms with the bishop, Rav Amnon engaged with him 
in discussion and debate on theological matters. One 
day, when being pressed to convert to Christianity, he 

· parried by asking for three days to consider the matter. 
Rav Amnon soon realized the enormity of the con
cession implicit in his request and falling into deep 
melancholy, failed to return when the three days were 
ended. When he was forcibly brought before the 
bishop and asked what punishment ought to be in
flicted, Rav Amnon suggested that his blaspheming 
tongue be excised. The bishop refused that request 
but instead amputated the limbs which failed to bring 
him. Carried to the synagogue on the following Yorn 
Kippur, he asked leave to interrupt the Chazan. · He 
then recited his now immortal Unesaneh Tokeph, at 
the conclusion of which he expired. 

DURING THE PAST YEAR OUR DEVJATJONIST m{ETHREN 

of the defense organizations and the heterodox religious 
groups, heedless of the lessons of history, have under-

. taken a new "dialogue" with the Vatican, calculated 
to remove or to moderate charges against Jews in the 
Roman Catholic liturgy and doctrine. That their ac
tions were ill-advised is now clear. Their judgment, 
or Jack of it, has been widely commented upon. The 

· matter would be best forgotten except that it affords 
an excellent opportunity to study the well-springs and 
motivations of the secular-humanist mind, its hetero-

dox Jewish variants, and the limit<ltions 
ness of those points of view. . . . . 

At the outset it should be noted that these very 
groups arc the ones that have consistently fought the 
Catholic Church every inch of the way in all matters 
relating to religion and public life. They opposed and 
still oppose the slightest bit of aid to parochial schools. 

. They oppose non-denominational prayers, Bible read
ings, and any practise which may give an aura of 
religiosity to the public domain. Not a whit of this 
opposition springs from their Jewishness, but rather 
from certain legal notions as to the place of religion 
in public life. On the other hand, many Orthodox or
ganizations and thinkers, with a Torah orientation, 
feel no compunction in conceding that the aims and 
directions of the Catholic Church are basically correct 
on many of those issues. Yet precisely in the very 
area of the absolutely unbridgeable gap between 
Judaism and Christianity are the Jewish secularists and 
deviationists feverishly seeking rapprochment. 

.··Theirblindness to the iirlpasse hetween Judaism and 
Christianity on the subject of the Nazarene stems 
directly from their homocentric view of the universe, 
their view of history as a course of materialistic deter
minism and their rejection of religious concepts as 
history-making values. They therefore proceed in dis·
. regard of the Christian world view and in ignorance 

.·of their own Jewish history and Torah. . .. ··· . . . ... 
The ~ecularist regards economics and power as the 

blue chips of history. Theologic tenets and religious 
practices arc to them ·merely facades to mask power 
struggles. Consequently they do not realize that such 
dogmas as that of ,the incarnate deity are as funda'-
mcntal as life itself to sincere Christians. For them
selves, likewise, the whole of Judaism is nothing more 
than the fight against the social and economic aspects 
of anti-Semitism. To them it 1s a fight for economic 
and ro:::ial freedom - freedom to achieve economic 
'and professional status in society. Having at this 
juncture of history achieved an unpara11eled op-

. portunity to enjoy the fruits of such freedom in most 
of the countries of the free world, many of our non
Ortl:odox Jews feel that now is the opportune moment 



to strike at what. they believe is the canker at the 
roots - the Christian view of the Jew as the deicide. 

The defensive posture of the Vatican in regard to 
the issue of its guilt for the European holocaust gives 
added force to the thrust at this time. But all such 
efforts must necessarily fail, despite the best intentions 
and efforts on both sides to cope with the· problem. 
Christianity, at the ris~ of its own survival, cannot be 
neutral or indifferent to the Jew. Some negativism 
toward the Jew inheres in Christianity. Their problem 
a.rises from the fact that they also claim Avraham, 
Yitzchok, Yaakov, Moshe, David and the nevi-im as 
spiritual forbears. Like the Samaritans before them, 
or the latter clay Karaites or the Conservatives of today. 
they originated as a deviationist sect but wound up 
claiming authenticity for themselves. In making this 
claim, however, they are faced with the problem of 
explaining the survival of the Jew. To the Austrialian 
aborigine and to every pagan they may be indifferent 
itnd neutral. The communist and atheist is an enen1y, 
pure and simple; but the Jew; a stubborn thorn! 
.· In teaching the gentile world that a certain Jew 
was an incarnate god, how does one explain that his 
own brothers refuse to testify for him9 Obviously, 
such witnesses must be impeached! We n1ust recog
nize that even Torquemeda was not so barbaric as to 
<:!eliver Jews to the flames of the auto-da-fe simply be
cause of an a1leged ancient crime of their ancestors. 
.J'he story of the C'rucifixion is n1erel_v a dramatization 
of what goes on every day lvhen a Jett' says Sherna 
Yisroel. With each such affirmation in pure 111000-

theism anoth~r nail is driven into any opposing doc
trine. In this century, Professor Arnold Toynbee pro
posed an ingenious attempt to solve this haunting 
problem of impeaching Jewish testimony against the 
Nazarene by calling present day Jewry "fossils" of 
their ancient selves. Though roundly denounced by 
all Jewish writers, we must admit that except for 
Torah-true Jewry, the others, if not fossils yet, are on 
their way to becoming fossils, unless a inassive pro
gram of Teshuvah is instituted. 

To THE SECULARIST, BOTH SIDES OF THIS ISSUE ARE 

just so much balderdash. He would not sacrifice an 
·evening at the opera, or an afternoon at the ball park, 
let alone his life, for the sake of a Shema Yisroel. 
When, therefore, he approaches the elderly gentlemen 
at the Vatican with a friendly, "Let's talk things over. 
Let's be practical and let bygones be bygones ... ", 
be is bound to be shocked by the rebuff. The same is 
true of the so-called religious groups. The alacrity with 
which Dr. Maurice Eisendrath, the articulate spokes
man of Reform Judaism, offered to trade a revised 
opinion of Jesus by the Jews fer a revised opinion of 
the Jews by the Christians, indicates how thin is the 
veneer of his religiosity above his secularist under
pinnings. 
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Most unfortunate is the attitude to Jewish values 
and tradition which inheres in the posture of these 
so-called Jewish leaders. Implied in any plea for a 
mitigation of punishment or commutation of sentence 
is an admission of guilt. Thus, while Jews for thou
sands of years gave up their lives, as did Rav Arnnon, 
in accordance with the Halachah, rather than to grant 
the slightest concession in this vital area of principles, 
we now have the spectacle of so-called leaders stand
ing before the whole world and offering to "cop a 
plea" for a downgrading of the charge from murder to 
a misden1eanor, or alternatively, for an indictment to 
implicate the rest of mankind in the alleged crime. 

Who Is Narrow-Minded? 
One clear moral of this entire lesson should not be 

overlooked - that the secularist mind is indeed nar
row and short-sighted. In past times, the auf11eklaerte 
were wont to taunt any sincere observer of religion 
with epithets such as "bigot,'' "narrow'' or "un-en
lightened." The secularist boasts of his ability to get 
outside the context of his own convictions - an ability 
he generally denies to persons with religious convic
tions. Yet, the person who chooses to live within the 
daled amose of Halachah in this day and age cannot 
help knowing what goes on outside. From radio, tele
vision, the press and the billboards he is subjected to 
constant bombardment to worship at the shrine of the 
goodly life instead of the G-dly life - to raise his 
status, to improve his love life and to enlarge his power. 
To choose to live within the daled amose in this day 
and age involves the pain and consciousness of judg
ment and selection. The secularist lives in the world 
of cliches, slogans and pre-fabricated thinking. The 
approach of the non-Orthodox Jewish leadership to 
the gentile world generally. and the Vatican in par
ticular, indicates that they are completel_v unable to 
function any longer Yidthin the categories established 
hy traditional Jewish thinkin11 - to say nothing of 
their inability to understand the categories of thought 
of those with whom they would hold a "dialogue." 

In short, to-day the secularist is the narrow-minded 
"bigot," incapable of understanding the existence of a 
world other than the one described in his college text 
books, which he has so uncritically swallowed and 
absorbed. As a result, he is equally incap:ible of un
derstanding the Jewish world-view and of dealing 
adequately with the Christian view. -

Dialogue Ground Rules 
We. therefore. come to the question: If there is to 

be any dialogue, who may engage in it? In laying 
down the rules in this area for his own church, Pope 
Paul VT has this to say in his most recent encyclical: 



....... ··· ''Th6 li~~stlC's art is a;i~fyon~. The clesireto,c~me•~ 
· together :as brothers must not Jead to a· wateri'ng-dowh 1 

br subtracting from the truth. Our dialogue must not 
weaken our attachment to our faith. 

"In out apostolate we cannot make vague compro-
mises about the principles of faith and action on which 
our profession of Christianity is based . . . Only he 
who lives his Christian life to the full cari femain un
contaminated by the errors with which he comes b1to 
contact." 

We need not fake exception to the reference to.non
Ch.ristian beliefs as "contaminating errors" because this 

· .· enclyclical was not addressed to us but to his own 
flock. But we may well ponder on the wisdom of 
permitting ignorant and uncommitted rookies of ours 
to engage in a fateful debate and discussion with a 
powerful antagonist that fears to release into this 
ideological fray any person unless "he . . . · lives his 
Christian Jife to the full." 

But even as he invites the wotld to join in dialogue 
with the Church, Pope Paul has revealed with crystal 
clear candor, for any Jew with patience to read his 
words, how impossible is this project. After referring 
"to the children, worthy of our affection and respect, 
of the Hebrew people, faithful to the religion which 
we call that of the Old Testament, to the Moslem re
ligion . . . and also to the followers of the great Afro-
Asiatic religions," he states with admirable candor: 

"Obviously we cannot share in these various forms 
of religion nor can we remain indiff ereiit to the fact 
that each of them, in its own way, regards itself as 
being the equal of any other and authorizes its followers 
not to seek to discover whether God has revealed the 
perfect and definitive form , free from all error ... 

Indeed, honesty compels us to declare openly our / 
convi<:tion that there is but one triJe religion, the re-

·· ligion of Christianity." 

In the light of these conviction( the des~ripti6n of 
the Jew as "perfidus" is a simple statement of fact, 
not an invective. Its deletion, therefore, from their 
liturgy is bound to be regarded by them, not as an act 
of justice, but as the warmly proferred hand of friend
ship, which, if not accepted, may result in the fury of 
the scorned. In the age old historical memory of the 
Jew there rises the image of Luther and Mohammed, 
each of whom in their early years offered friendship 
to the Jews in the hope of obtaining converts, .but whq 
in their later years, in chagrin and disappointment; 
spewed hate and venom at Jewry. . 

The key to the difference in approath tb Christianity 
by Torah-true Jews and heterodox Jews is this: The 
Torah-true Jew is primarily concerned with the preser
vation of ludaism while the heterodox Jew is primarily 

. concerned with the preservation of Jews: It is not 

.that 
·.···cai.·welfate of 
but that by wisdom born of centuries of an· 

·.faith derived from the Divine promise, they believe an 
..··know that physical welfare and survjval is best as 

sured by loyalty to Torah; and that pursuit of safety 
like the pursuit of happiness, is won not by the direc 
chase but by the artful pursuit of a greater ideal. 

Bargaining for the purchase of a better reputation.·· 
or engaging in a public relations campaign to improve
one's reputation is to confess bankruptcy of chara".ter .. · 
For this reason it has been instinctively unthinkable 
for a Jew with any sense of pride in his tradition, td· 

attempt to negotiate for the acquisition of a more . 
vorable "image" in gentile eyes. The traditional Jew 
proudly sees in his own people, elected to receive and 
to convey the Divine communication from Sinai, thf? 
nucleus of Mankind's spiritual life. In ·an orbit about ·· 
them revolves those members of Mankind that .-c•"..,.'"''' 

·· the principle of Monotheism and accept the principle 
of Noachide commandments; and further out stand •·· 

.·· those who are yet sunk in the idolatries of lust anq 
power, whateve1' their masks may be: Astarte and 
Eros and Zeus, or Ho11ywood and. Wall Street. 

''Ohe True Religion'1
··· 

Pope Patilhas suggest~cl in his encyclical a different 
system of orbits with Rome as its center, surrounded 
_by Christianity, Monotheism, and Mankind in the 
successively outward orbits. Mindful of Galileo, we 
may suggest that again the Vatican is basically correct 
in its construction of an orbiting system, but erred 
again only in the placement of the center of the system. 

Since the ·pre-supposition ·· of the proposed ~ .... ~.-.~~ 
is the conviction that the Roman Catholic interpreta-" 
tion of Christianity is the "one true religion" there can 
be no genuine dialogue with a . giving and faking of 
ideas wherein truth is elicited from such an interchange. 
The proposed dialogue would at its best be a sterile 

··debate, for neither can Judaism give lip its tenets, nor 
will the Church - however little our secularists un- .· 
derstand that. However, let them at least tealize that 
the course which they pursue is not only futile, but 
dangerous. ··.When the eminent and authoritative 
spokesman for Catholicism says in utter candor that 
he canno,t remain indifferent to the fact that "other 
forms of religion/' e.g. Judaism, should regard them

. selves as being the equal of any other, e.g. Christianity,.· 
we are put on notice that such debate· will have· emo

. tional overtones as well as intellectual sterility: The 
result can only be to arouse resentment and to scratch 

.. emotional sores . . And that brings · us ·. back Rav 
> Amnon and the Bishop·"of Mainz. 

. , :Dye l'<thakima h'remiza~· 



A CHECK LIST 

How Good lS Your Day-School? • 

S jOJeph 

The resurgence of Torah life iu this country is 
inextricably bound up with the growth of the Day 
School movement. It has been the day schools which 
have provided the students for the Mesivtos and the 
Beth Jacob High Schools, the future Talmidei Chacho
mim and Noshim Tzidkonios of our people. How
ever, just because of the great importance of our day 
schools, we must keep close watch that they should 
carry out their functions effectively. We must face the 
fact that the Day School label is today applied to a 
variety of institutions, ranging all the way from real 
Yeshivas Ketanos, to schools that are almost undistin
guishable from those sponsored by the Conservative 
movement. 

Yes No 

SCHEDULE: 

I. Religious Studies are offered 
in the morning. D D 

2. There are regular sessions· ·on 
public religious holidays. D D 

3. Hebrew classes are not cantelled 
during General Studies examinations. 0 D 

4. There are 17 hours of Hebrew 
studie.<>;, at least, over six days a week. [J D 

STAFF STANDARDS: 

I. No Religious Studies teachers with 
doubtful religious standards are 
employed, just because of their 
mastery of the Hebrew language. 0 D 

2. All Religious Studies teachers must 
be products of Yeshivas or 
Beth Jacob Schools. 0 D 

3. No Religious Studies teachers are 
employed who also teach in 
institutions not committed 
to the .Shulchan A ruch. 0 0 
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The following questions - grouped by major areas 
- are designed to help parents rate the institutions 
that seek to provide a Torah education for their chil
dren: Are they Torah institutions in the fullest sense 
of the word, or are they mere grade schools offering 
some Hebrew subjects and some religious instruction? 

These questions are based on the axiom that the 
character of a school is not determined by a one-time 
declaration of principles, but by a multitude of details 
that go into the daily operation of a school. The ques
tions here presented cover only some aspects of a 
school's program - but the answers to them will 
indicate where a school stands, and where improve
n1ents, more or less drastic, are called for. 

Yes No 

4. Married women teaclJers must 
cover their hair. D D 

CURRICULUM: 
,,. 

1. No use is made of abbreviated 
Chumoshim or other Hebrew 
textbooks contrary to Halachah. D D 

2. The course of studies proceeds 
directly from Alef-bais through 
Siddur .to Chumash 
(latest by 2nd grade.) D D 

3. The boys' curriculum leads to, and 
emphasizes Gemoroh, and the girls 
curriculum excJudes it. D D 

EDUCATIONAL APPROACH: 

I. Instruction is tied in with insistence 
on practical mitzvoh observance. D D 

2. Instruction is geared not only toward 
gaining knowledge, but toward 
inculcation of Torah outlook 
and attitudes. D 0 



'Emphasis is not placed on pertectfon · 
. in Ivris at the expense of fullest 
· · · student understanding of 

Torah content and ideas. 

l ... Guidance is primarily handled 
through the Religious Studies 
Department. 

· 2. Personal relationship between 
Religious Studies teachers and 
students is encouraged and fostered. 0 

3. Extra-curricular and G.O. activities 
are directed by the Religious Studies 
Department, to intensify Yeshivah 
spirit (i.e. outings to Mesivtos, 
Y om T ov celebrations, publications). 0 

4. Provision is made for the summer 
(day camp, summer session, study 
assignments, camp counselling). . .· CJ 

EDUCATIONAL GOAL: (fotschoo1s with girls) 

1. Students are trained in a sense of 
community responsibility (for youth·· 
work, Jewish education, etc.) 

2. Students are inspired toward 
continuing their Torah studies in .· 
keeping with the spirit of Beth Jacob. 

T· Attainment in General Studies is not 
promoted or accentuated at the 
expense of Torah training. 

c()~EDUCA TION: .. 

I. Boys and girls are not instructed 
together (in either Religious Studies 

D 

D 

0 

or General Studies) above Grade Six. 0 

' 

0 

0 

0 

D 

0 

D 

D 

D 

D 

··Boys , and girls ·are ·not.· instructed 
together in Grade One to Six. 

Separate buildings artd playground 
facilities are provided for boys 
and girls. 

'GENERAL ··STUDIES: 

l. The General Studies Department is 
under the overall control of the 
Religious Studies principal to assure 

· attainment of the school's 
educational ideals. 

.· 2. The General Studies principal is 
himself a Ben Torah. 

3. Teachers are guided and supervised 
wherever curriculum and textbooks 

· raise religious questions. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: · 
' ' 

1. Board of Education has exclusive 
control over educational and religious 
policy of .entire' school (including 
General Studies Department). 

No 'rabbis are admitted to Board of 
Education whose views and 
synagogues· are .not in ,keeping 
with Torah. 

3. Membership of the Board of , 
Education is limited to Bnai Torah. · 

COMMuNITY PARTICIPATION: 

1. The school does not seek community 
support through fund-raising activities 
contrary to the Shulchan Aruch. 

2. The school does not participate in 
community events that violate the 

·· Shulchan Aruch or our 
educational goals. 

·Students are trained to participate in 
the communal concerns of Torah 
Jewry (Tzedokoh, Chizuk Hadas) , ·· 
and to demonstrate respect for Torah ·· · 
leadership and Gedolai Hatorah. 



The Portable Fatherland 
Meyer Levi 

!Some reflections on the recent World Zionist Congress 

In commenting on Jewish con
claves, one must often wade through 
a 1nound of press releases issued 
prior to the opening session out
lining monumental goals, and 
through the enthusiastic releases 
issued during and after the conclave 
reporting that all said goals have 
been achieved. One must then sift 
out the wheat from the chaff and 
come to some conclusions as to 
what really happened. 

In the case of the recent World 
Zionist Congress, this painful pro
cedure is not at all necessary. 
Speaker after speaker at the open 
sessions echoed the belief that the 
Zionist movement is serionsly ill. 
Dr. Nahum Goldman, president of 
the World Zionist Organization, told 
the Congress delegates that their 
movement is "suffering from hard
ening of the arteries." Commenting 
at the close of the Congress Gold
man stated: 

"I have never experieneed a de· 
bate such as this. There is practically 
nothing for me to reply to. As no· 
body delivered an Opposition address 
(most of the delegates seem to have 
slept through the proceedings) I wilJ 
have to do so my.self. 

''The Zionist movement with its 
present party system suffers from 
such hardening of the arteries that 
nothing can change. The notion of 
democracy in the Zionist movement 
is a fiction.'• 

Eliezer Whartman, writing from 
Israel in the Baltimore Jewish Times 
had this to say: 

"'A merciful silence has al last 
descended upon the convention hall 
in Jerusalem where the 26th World 
Zionist Congress met this month . • • 
All that is left of that expensive fiasc.o 
( unoffic.ial estimates place its cost at 
over a million dollars) is a Jitter of 
press releases and texts of speeches 
(translated into five languages), some 
unswept scraps of food, a few torn 
banners - and heartache. 
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HNothing new wa!< offered. No 
action was taken (the parties were too 
busy jockeying for positions). The 
Congress couldn't even agree to elect 
an Executive." 

Ben Gurion, who boycotted the 
Congress, spoke his mind in the 
press and expressed the hope that 
the 26th Congress would make Zi
onist history by implementing at 
least some of the resolutions passed 
by previous congresses. His hope 
was in vain - the Congress simply 
rehashed previous resolutions never 
acted upon and had nothing new 
to say. 

The theme of the 26th Congress 
was, Facing the Diaspora. Follow
ing the creation of the State, a blow 
from which the Zionist movement 
has not yet recovered - if ever it 
will - the call went out for Aliyah. 
Now that statehood had been 
achieved, the Zionist organization 
saw its only salvation in creating a 
new image for the Zionist as one 
who goes up to make his home in 
Israel. But they have found it im
possible to escape the pattern which 
gave rise to the cliche that "a 
Zionist is a Jew who gives money 
for another Jew to go to the Holy 
Land.'' In fact, the bulk of the olim 
from Western countries in recent 
years have been Orthodox Jews, 
hardly motivated by secular Zion
ism, but rather seeking the fulfill
ment of Torah life in Eretz Yisroel. 

Zionist bureaucrats, who are not 
so worried about hardening of the 
arteries, as long as they can keep 
the patient alive. are desperately 
seeking new 'projects' for the Zion
ist movement. In their desperation, 
they have latched on to 'Jewish 
education' and 'Jewish survival' 
to justify their anachronistic exist
ence. But, again by their admissic:in, 

their efforts are not stemming the 
wave of inter~marriage and assimi
lation. 

Dr. Goldman, reacting to this 
problem, told the delegates: 

'"1'he Jewish people has survi\·ed 
for centuries in the Golus because it 
maintained a distinctive way of Jife 
based on the strong power of our 
religious faith. This portable father
land expressed itself in a Jewish 
manner of living which began its day 
with putting on Tatis and T'fillin and 
ended with the saying of Krias She1na 
before retiring at night ••• We now 
live in a period in which a very large 
part of our people, especialJy the 
young generation, is threatened by an 
anonymous process of erosion, of 
disintegration. This process, if not 
halted and reversed, threatens Jewish 
survival more than persecution, in
quisition, pogroms and mass-murder 
of Jews did in the past." 

We agree whole-heartedly with 
Dr. Goldman's formulation of the 
problem, and with his statement 
that: "The State itself, through the 
fact of its existence is no guarantee 
yet for Jewish survival.'' 

To meet this challenge Gold
man lists three forces available to 
strengthen Jewry: 

••• the knowledge of the unique 
history and fate of our people as a 
source of pride and determination to 
remain Jewish and continue the great 
heritage of our people. 

••• Making "the religious form 
of Jewish life more and more a sourf"e 
of Jewish consciousness • . • 

The third and most potent for('e 
for securing our survival is the State 
of Israel. It is a continuous source 
of spiritual and emotional strength 
for our people • • • It is our task to 
find the ways how to enable thos<' 
Jews who are not ready for aliyali 
to take a hand in this tremendotts 
enterprise and give them the feeli1111t 
that they are 'junior partners' in thi'° 
great common venture of our people. 

Goldman is not alone in the mis
taken belief that one can synthesize 



·.. human values. .. Technology has 
made iCpossibJe in the realm of 
material things to synthesiie fabrics, 
metals and other substances, when 
natural resources are depleted or 
the natural product becomes too 

· expensive for mass distribution and 
consumption. Plastics and synthe-
tics may do the job in consumer 
goods, but similar techniques fail 
miserably when applied to the in-
tangibles of human existence. . 

The first two forces that Gold
man lists are real forces; they derive 
from Jewry's relationship with the 
Almighty and their commitment to 
uphold His Torah throughout the 
ages. This is the "unique history 
and fate of our people" which ac
counts for our "determination to 
remain Jewish and continue the 
great heritage of our people." Only 
this relationship and commitment 
can make "the religious form of 
Jewish life more and more a source 
of Jewish consciousness." 

As to the third force, the rela:-

: . .· .·· 

tiorishipof the Jew tO Ereti. Yfsroel 
it is clearly a function of the Jew's 
belief in the Torah, which deeds 
the Holy Land to the Jewish peo-
ple for all times, and ties the Jew 
to the Land in a most intimate 
mariner. (It is interesting to note 
that. Zionist efforts to inculcate 
youth with a de.sire for aliyah have 
had meagre results. The effect of 
yeshiva and day-school training, 
·where aliyah is not a major em
phasis, has motivated many young 
people to visit and to settle in 
Israel, a most natural consequence 

. of their exposure to Torah teach-
ings.) . . 

Secular Zkmis1n, and Dr. Gold
man as well, has . countenanced 
the distillation out of JUdaism of the 
most basic elements, from which 
alone could .flow the results he 
seeks. Like the manufacturer of 
processed flour, who in the course 
of making his product "white" and 
marketable has destroyed its nu

. tritive value, Goldman now pro-

poses t~ "enrich'' the Zionist inove~ 
ment, and Jewish life, by syntheti
cally re-introducing the factors 
which have been destroyed. ·wheth
er or not processed flour can ever 
be "enriched" to its natural state, 
"enriched" Judaism can never be 
a substitute for the commitment to . 
Torah that is so finn, that a Jew 

.. ·· is ready to face death, rather than 
barter his belief for his life. Only · 
such an . unflinching commitment 
can sustain Jewi5h life, and win 
our youth to those values which 
Dr. Goldman seeks but will not 
find. 

What ails the Zi6nisf movement, 
· is what ails a Torahless Jewry. So 
long as Jews arc separated from 
their G-d and from their Torah, 
their problems will grow and defy 
solution. Dr. Goldman has put it . 

·quite well: The weapons for Jewish 
survival are the Talis and Tefillin 
and proclaiming each day, at morn:.. 
ing and in the evening, the Oneness · 
of G-d . 
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Shubert Spero 

How the Letter of Mordecai 
Became the Scroll of Esther 
''. .. and the order of Esther confirmed these matters. .. and it was written in a book" 

WHEN THE READER IS ABOUT TO BEGIN THE MEGIL

Jah. he does something strange. He unrolls the scroll 
completely and folds it back in the form of a letter
an iggeres, and proceeds to recite the b'rachah. This 
is done, says the Shulchan Aruch, in order to further 
demonstrate the miracle of Purim. Now, it is true that 
in the Book of Esther, Mordecai's epistle which he 
sends forth to the Jews is called an iggeres. But what 
is its significance, that its memory should be so pre
served in so graphic a manner? 

As we read the latter part of the Megillah, we note 
what appears to be a redundancy of passages describ
ing the dispatching of communications by Mordecai 
and Esther to all the Jews urging observance of these 
days of Adar as a holiday of thanksgiving for all gen
erations. First we are told: "And Mordecai wrote down 
these events ... to take upon themselves to celebrate 
. . . each year . . . because of all the words of this 
letter (iggeres) ." (Esther 9 :20) 

Immediately thereafter we read: "Then wrote Esther 
the Queen and Mordecai the Jew in full strength to 
confirm this letter of Purim the second time ... words 
of peace and truth to confirm these days of Purim in 
their times ... as they have confirmed for themselves 
and their seed the matter of the fasting and their pray
ers ... and the order of Esther confirmed these matters 
of Purim and it was written in the book (sefer) ." 
(9:29-31) 

Two Communications 
The point we wish to make is that the second writ

ing by Esther and Mordecai was not merely a con
firmation of the first but rather involved a totally dif
ferent matter of immeasurably greater significance. In
deed, one cannot truly appreciate the deeper meaning 
of the miracle of Purim unless one understands the 
different purposes of these two communications. 

Symbolic of the difference is the fact that the first 
message is called an iggeres-a simple letter which 
indicates a specific message, while the second com
munication is called a sefer (short for megillas sefer) 
which signifies material of more enduring significance. 

What we really have before us, then, is a description 
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of the two stages Purim had to go through before it 
became an official festival. For we must remember 
that the events of Purim took place after the return 
of the Babylonian captivity, after the men of the Great 
Assembly instituted by Ezra and Nehemiah had started 
their work of determining which books were to be in
cluded in the Kisvai Hakodesh. The traditional Biblical 
Jewish holy days and festivals had, of course, been 
fixed and practiced from the day of Sinai. 

From Sorrow to Joy 
The first task of Mordecai, therefore, was to request 

and receive the acquiescence of the Sanhedrin and 
Jewry as a whole, to celebrate the 14th day of the 
month of Adar each year as national days of "festivity 
and joy." This to commemorate the rescue of the 
Jewish communities of the far-flung Persian empire 
from destruction and their sudden transformation from 
death to life and from sorrow to joy. The judgment 
to accept Purim as a national holiday or not, hinged 
upon the question as to whether Purim was to be re
garded as an event of simply local significance; or did 
it contain elements and teachings of universal value 
and timeless significance for all Jews. 

The second communication, in which it appears 
Esther played a dominant role, urged not merely con
firmation of Purim as a national holiday, but acceptance 
of the record of the events of Purim, i.e., the Megillah 
-as written with the holy spirit, as divinely inspired 
and as worthy of becoming part of that division of 
the Torah known as Kesuvim-Holy Writings. In 
fact, this is Rashi's understanding of "and the order 
of Esther confirmed these matters of Purini and it was 
1vritten in the book." 

Understandably, this latter request is fraught with 
much graver problems .and requires much greater dis
cernment. That this is so can be seen in the instance 
of the later festival of Chanukah which achieved the 
first stage but never attained the second stage. Chanuka, 
like Purim, became a national holiday but the record 
of its event-the books of Macabees-was not judged 
to be a manifestation of Ruach Hakodesh. 

Reb Moshe Chaim Luzzatto writes that when a per-



.. sori experiences insight which···•origiriaies·in Rtiach Ha-·· 
kodesh, he will be aware of it as such. Thus Mordecai 
and Esther themselves were undoubtedly convinced of 
the sacred nature of their composition. Everyone 
else, however, such as the Sanhedrin and the Jewish 
people as a whole, would have to have trust in Mor
decai and Esther, and would have to rely upon certain 
features of the text itself. Let us consider some of the 
characteristics which convinced posterity of the sacred 
nature of Megillas Esther. 

The.Strength of the.Miracle 
In speaking of the "order of Esther," the Megill ah 

uses the phrase, "kol tokef," which we translated as 
"full strength." Rashi comments on this: "The strength 
of the miracle of Aha:sueras and of Haman and of 
Mordecai and of Esther." Were there separate mir-

.· acles associated with each of these individuals? Rashi 
explains in his comments on 9:26: "What did Aha
sueras have in mind when he used the holy vessels 
of the Temple and what actually happened when it 
resulted in the death of Vashti; what did Haman intend 
when he waxed jealous of Mordecai and what actually 

· · happened when it led to his being hanged; what did 
Mordecai have in mind when he refused to bow down 
and how did it lead to the edict against the Jews; what 
did Esther have in mind when she invited Haman .... " 

The miracle of Purim is composed of a numter of 
sub-miracles involving each of the characters in the 
story. The insight of Ruach Hakodesh is here two
fold: first, to be able to perceive how, "many are the 
thoughts in the heart of man but the counsel of G-d 
is upheld;" how each person launched an action out 

.· of personal and sometimes selfish motives, and yet the 
consequences of each turned out quite differently. 

The second characteristic is the ability to weave to~ 
gether these differing accounts in a manner which 

· shows how they all are elements in a master mosaic 
in which man's freedom and G-d's providence inter
penetrate and intersect. Thus, a drama is composed 
in which the hand of G-d becomes manifest without 
even having to m ention His name. Above all, the 
Megillah is able to present the historic events with 
such pro;:ihetic clarity-"in full strength"-that some 
thing concrete happens, the Jewish community ex-

.. periences a wave of repentance and following this, 
.. "many of the people of the land convert to Judaism." 

In the reference given above, comparison is made 
by the Megillah between the days of Purim and the 
national fast days, calling Esther's communication
"words of peace and truth." Few really compelling 
explanations have been offered for the comparison or 
for the mysterious phrase: "words of peace and truth." 
In the light of the special nature of Esther's request to 
accept the Me.gillah as holy writ, an interesting inter

. pretation suggests itself. 

. . . . 
. . 

The key is a passage in Zachariah: ;'Thus saith the 
lord of Hosts,· the Fast of the 4th Month and the Fast 

·· of the 10th Month ... shall be to the house of Judah, 
joy and gladness and cheerful seasons; therefore love 
thee TRUTH AND PEACE." Crucial, of course, is the 

· ·occurrence here also of our phrase, "truth and peace," 
In connection with the fast days. The particular con-' 
text, however, in which it is used here sheds light on 
its meaning. 

What is being· foretold about the national fast days 
by·· the prophet is that in the days of Moshiach, they 
will be transformed from days of mourning into days 
of joy. This does not simply mean that they are being 
abrogated or will lose their relevance because Israel 
will regain the land and the Ba is H amikdosh will be 
rebuilt. The novi is suggesting here not a replacement 
of the fast days but actually their inner fulfillment! 
For the very purpose of the national days of mourning 
is to disclose and impress upon the consciousness of 
Israel the moral lapse and spiritual weakness that 
brought about the national disaster. The purpose of • 
the fast days is not only to keep alive the memory of 
Zion but to prophetically interpret the events lending 
to the Churban. ln these terms the coming of Moshiach 
means essentially the correction of the old sins, of the 
overcoming of the old weaknesses. Messianic fulfill- .· 
rnent will mean that the national fast days accomplished 
their purpose, performed their role and therefore that 
they are no longer needed because they were so sue-

.· cessful. This is the inner meaning of the words, "all .·. 
who mourn for Jerusalem," i.e., who perceive the 

· prophetic reasons of its destruction and resolve to re
pent, "will merit to see it in its joy," i.e., are them
selves contributing to make Israel worthy of redemp-

.tion. · · 

Thus the phrase "peace and truth" is used to char~ 
acterize an approach to the observance of a holiday 
where (1) a prophetic analysis of the events under
lying the holiday is available-truth, and (2) where 
there results a collective resolve to apply the insight 
thus learned to the future-shalom (to create a con
dition of peace between ourselves and our Father in 
Heaven). 

Let us now turn back to the Megillah. In teporting 
the acceptance of the Megillah as holy writ, Esther and 
Mordecai point out that in this respect Purim is similar 
to the fast days. For here too there is now Shalom 
and Emes-a prophetic interpretation contained in 
the Megillah and a commitment by Israel to apply its 
concepts. 

Even as the holiday of thanksgiving, · Purim · pcissesses 
certain features which endow the Megillah with central 
importance. One of the reasons given by the Rabbis 
as to why Hallet is not recited on Purim is be-
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cause since we have a Megillah - N7i7ii N"l"t iT :"11'1""1ii 
"reading it is the praise"; but since when is reading a 
historic narrative the equivalent of singing the praises 
of G~d, or worshipful adoration9 

The answer is that Purim differs in a singular manner 
from, let us say, Chanukah and Pesach, both also 
festivals of thanksgiving. Pesach commemorates the 
liberation from actual slavery; Chanukah marks the 
victory over actual tyranny and persecution. ()n 
Purim, however. we were saved only from the threat 
of destruction! We can easily imagine some contem
porary cynic denying that there ever was any danger 
to begin with. It is therefore imperative that on Purim 
we first read the Megillah and become aware of both 
the danger and the deliverance. In so doing, in ap
prehending history as the hand of G-d-this in itself 
is the great praise. 

Much has been said concerning the well known com
ment in the Talmud on the words: "The Jews confirmed 
it as a duty and took upon themselves ... " (9:27) 
i7::i.iii i~"V - i::i.:> i7::lVW' i1~ ~7.)""V· "They confirmed now 
what they had previously accepted." 

Since <1Ccording to the (;emoroh there is some ques
tion as to whether Israel's acceptance of the Torah at 
Sinai may have had some element of coercion or com
pulsion, the voluntary character of Torah commitment 
is restored by the event of Purim where Israel re
affirmed in freedom its acceptance of Torah. Hencc
keey1nu vekiblu. 

On the face of it, the comment of the Gemoroh 
seems to wrest these two words completely out of con
text. For the Megillah is talking about the acceptance 
by the Jews of the day of Purim only, not necessarily 
about a reaffirmation of the entire Torah. An ex
planation offered by the Maharal Mi 'Prague, however, 
fits most aplly into the entire theme of our analysis. 

What were the coercive elements at Sinai? Actually. 
they were the overwhelming overt manifestations of 
divinity, the spiritual equivalents of the thunder and 
lighting and sound of the Shofar which thoroughly ter
rified and thoroughly convinced the human spectators 
that G-d spoke to them. In order for the Jews to have 
made a free and uncoerced choice, it would require 
that they be confronted by nothing "supernatural" or 
wondrous acts, but simply be presented with the Scroll 
of the Torah and asked whether or not they accept it. 
But this is really equivalent to the question--do you 
perceive in this writing the word of G-d: the spirit of 
prophecy, the influence of Ruach Hakodesh? Would 
Israel have been capable of answering in the affirmative9 

Purim demonstrates that they would have. For as we 
have seen, the acceptance of Purim as a permanent 
festival involved not only its annual observance but 
also recognition of the Megillah as holy writ! Certainly 
in connection with the Megillah there were no overt 
miracles. no coercive elements! Yet the people of 
Israel made the leap of faith which is a combination 
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of cognition and will, and apprehended the Scroll of 
Esther as bearing the stamp of prophecy. Surely, there
fore, they would have done the same if confronted 
with the Torah of Moshe! 

Indeed, aren't we who are three thousand years re
moved from Sinai and yet who daily commit ourselves 
to the Torah. being called upon to do the very same 
thing! As we study the Torah, therefore, our objective 
must be not simply to amass information but to per
ceive therein traces of Divinity; to hear in its cadences 
the voice of G-d. With the Psalmist we must pray: 
"Open Thou my eyes that J may behold wondrous 
things out of Thy Torah." 

When the reader unfolds the Megillah and folds it 
back into the form of an iggeres. he is doing something 
extremely significant. He is offering a graphic portrayal 
of not only how, through the help of G-d, the day of 
Purim was changed from sorrow into joy but how 
through the saintliness and courage of Mordecai and 
Esther and the ability of our people to recognize a 
work of prophecy, the Megillas Esther was granted a 
place among the Kisvai Hakodesh. 
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. THE StrABBOs H~s DEEN A COMPANION .fo THE 
Jewish People from their early history. Under its 

<protective wings, the downtrodden Jew becomes trans
formed into a king, joyous and arrayed in splendor. 
The Nazis methodicaily tried to destroy the Holy 
Shabbos, the very soul of the Jew. But the harassed, 
oppressed people steadfastly clung to their faith and 
kept the Seventh Day sacred. They did not neglect it 
nor did they desert it. They fook it along with them 
into the cellars; they burrowed into the bunkers with 
it; they watched over its light and did not allow it to 
become extinguished. . . . 

A VOICE FROM ONE OF THE HIDDEN GLOOMY ROOMS 

of the crowded ghetto was heard, half pleading, half 
chanting, "Children, the Holy Shabbos is corning. 
Don't forget it, in G-d's name." That was mother, 
weighed down with sorrow and compassion. 

.. It was Monday, the day on which one's existence 
during the entire week depended. It was the day that 
the tyrants, the oppressors of the ghetto had chosen for 
handing out the week's ration of bread. Their inhuman 
plan was simple - the Jews who labored like beasts 
of burden, would presumably consume the bread al
lotted to them in the beginning of the week, and they 
wouldn't have anything left for the Shabbos. "Here, 
take it, hungry Jews," they implied, "divide your bread 
for the entire week. Toil each day and eat your miser
able bread. Count your morsels . . . count your 
crumbs . . . and if you cannot overcome your hunger 
and you consume more than your fixed amount for 
the day, the privilege of dying of starvation is yours." 

The older folk were able to withstand temptation 
and divided their allotment into portions for each day. 
But the children who were weak from hunger, clung 
to their mother and pleaded, "We can't do it! You 
divide the bread please." . 

The mother, the most unfottl1nate of all the ghetto's 
miserable creatures, took this heavy burden upon her
self and divided the bread of her children for the en
tire week. How difficult was her task! She cut the 
bread into as many slivers as possible, weighed the 
morsels in her hand, and all this time kept the thought 
in mind that she must leave something for the Shabbos. 
A s she cut it, she spoke to them. 

"Remember, children, the days pass quickly and the 
~'-"---------·----· .. --- ---·- - ·--- - ·- - ··· 

Shabbos will soon be hete. It is alm~st knocki~g··. 
. our door. Remember, in G-d's name!" .. · . 

. Poor mother! How that responsibility weighed upon . 
her! But a more difficult task was that of watching 
bread and making sure that it lasted the whole week 
through. 

"Listen, children! TU take special care of 
we set aside for Shabbos. Each of us can take a little 
from his daily portion, whatever he wishes. These 
pieces wm add up so that we will have more for 
Shabbo.'i." · 

"We agree!" the children shouted in unison. 
One child who was sick in bed, spoke up hesitantly, 

"Mother, if a1l of us give you an extra piece, will you 
make the delicious pudding that you made for us last 
· Shabbos?" 

"If G-d be but willing! Please, G-d, be willing!" 
"What a wonderful pudding! How did you make it?" 

another child asked. 

"That's a secret; I can't tell,'' mother answered 
with a wry smile. She felt ashamed when she thought 
of how she had made that pudding. Mother did not 
reveal the secret. What was there to say? Could she 
te11 them that she took an extra piece . from her own 
minute portion each day and that these crumbs made 
the "wonderful" pudding? Now that one child was ill 
and she gave him some of her own bread each day, 
how was she to save anything extra for the pudding? 

"If G-d wi11s it," and mother's hand trembled as 
she wrapped the Shabbos portion of bread into a white 
napkin, "you shall have a pudding this Shabbos also. 
I promise you! And a very delicious pudding it shall 
be!" 

.· . 

·· Mother kept her promise~ She ma.de a. pudding the 
likes of which had never been made before. It was a 
·pudding fit for a king. She took potato peelings ·that 
she had collected secretly, soaked them in water and 
washed them thoroughly so as to remove every speck 
of dirt and grime. Then she dried and ground them. 
Into the flour she added all kinds of spices ,-- · salt, 
pepper, dried herbs. 

And one more ingredient she added ....:....: her scalding 
tears .... 

"May it be Your will, Oh Lord!'' was her silent 
prayer, "that this dish taste good to my children, that 
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forefathers in the desert. May it be Your will, dear 
G-d, that the work of my hands shall not desecrate 
the holiness of the Shabbos. 

ALL THE TIME THAT THIS UNFORTUNATE WOMAN 

was preparing the pudding, her thonghts kept distress
ing her. Maybe this pudding, a dish made of nothing 
but potato peelings will prove to be a desecration of 
the Shabbos ... It would be nice to add a few drops 
of oil to this unusual mixture. Oil would add much 
to its flavor. But, if I use up the oil for the pudding, 
how will I light my Shabbos candles?" 

Thus, the poor woman debated with herself. "Food 
and candles . . . both in honor of the Shabbos . . . 
What comes first? No doubt, candles come first, for 
there is a special prayer to say when lighting them ... 
a commandment and a blessing ... " However, the 
next moment she changed her mind. "What can a 
candle do for my sick child when he is dying of hunger? 
the oil in the pudding may sustain his life." 

Her heart was torn with uncertainty. 
"This commandment, to light Shabbos candles, is 

also of importance to a sick child. The child depends 
upon the mercy of Heaven and there is no better time 
for prayer and supplication than at the moment of 
lighting the candles for the Shabbos Queen." 

Suddenly, another thought struck her, a shattering 
one - she would make the blessing over the candles 
withont oil! 

"He who dwells in heaven and sees all and under
stands our thoughts will know that I am sanctifying 
the bit of oil for the l;ipliness of the Shabbos. There 
is consecration in my nse of the oil; I will light the 
candles without it!" 

Shabbos eve, at twilight, mother stood before her 
candles - wicks without oil - and her lips moved 
in silent prayer. 

"Ob Lord of the Universe, accept these candles 
without light. In Your infinite mercy, illuminate them 
with Your Heavenly radiance. 0 Lord in Heaven; 
forgive me - a woman rebellious and ashamed, who 

dares to steal the oil from the wicks, in order to light 
the joy of the Shabbos in the hearts of her little chil
dren who are starving before her eyes. If I have sinned 
and You cannot accept this prayer, I beg of You, oh 
compassionate Father, listen to the Shabbos songs of 
the children that will resound in my poor dwelling 
when I bring this pudding to the table .... " 

When the children ate the pudding, it tasted of 
Paradise, and they burst out in chorus, "We will sing 
the Shabbos Song .... " 

And what about mother? She swallowed her tears 
- tears of joy and fear. How was she to know that 
the Shabbos Queen, herself, had spread her pure angel 
wings over these singing children, and was humming 
a song of her own, "Let us sing a song to the Jewish 
mother." 
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KULTlJRKAMPF .. 
WITHOUT KULTUR ·· 
A look. at the current cultural scene in Israel 

IN THE IlITTER STRUGGLE BEtWF.EN REtlGtOUS AND 
secular elements in the State of Israel, spokesmen for 
the secular camp often raise the threat of Kulturkampf. 
They are in effect saying, "If you of the religious camp 
do not abandon your demands for religion in public 
life in Israel, we of the secular camp will have no 
·choice but to raise the cry of all-out cultural war." 

Whenever we hear this threat we are tempted tci 
ask our secular brothers, "are you in fact prepared to 
wage such a war of cultures? Let us examine objec
. tively the state of modem-day culture in Israel and let 
us see if you possess a culture that can compete on an 
intellectual and moral level." 

The state of Israel's culture is best reflected in the 
nation's secular press. 

The Entertainment Cult. · 
All the secularists agree that one of the most im

portant branches of modern culture is mass entertain
ment; theaters and movies, festivals and carnivals of 
all kinds. Israel is flooded with many kinds of enter
tainment and diversion. Everyone wants to be enter~ 
tained. But what is the cultural level of Israel's world 
of entertainment? Here is what the art and literature 
critic of the Jeft-wing Al Hamishmar has to say on 
the subject. ' 

"One who' · glaiic~s at aii .Israeli newspaper noticr.s 
iriimediatelr that tbe greater pa1•Lof it is devoted to the 

· world of entertainment. Advertisements, pictures, gossip, 
views, interviews - everything pertaining to "entertain· 
ment' - receives the greatest attention of the public ••. 

.. ·In other countries the youth is interested mainly in s}JOrts, 
the women in fashions and house work and the m en in 
politics and economir. Jll'oblems. But in our country the 
most popular topic is entertainment - entertainment on 
we.ekdays and on the Shabhat and holidays. Statistics 
show that Israel has the highest per capita rate of mo,•ie 
attendance in the world. 

"But the times have passed when the concept of 'en· 
tertainmcnt' was related to culture and art. In this field 
today complete chaos reigns not only in our country, but 
all over the world, Ir is now difficult to define what in 
.entertainment serves lo satisfy the hunger for culture, and 

.. what the thirst for amusement. 

"What is immoral today is moral tomorrow, .and what 
. today is devoid of values is 'inscribed in our mem()ries 

foreve1-.' Where is die sag~ wlu> cnll reveal .What is good 
entertainment and what is b"d?" (Al Hamisltni.ar, 20 
Nissan) 

A letter to the editOr of one ()f the newspapers ex
presses fear as to where this wave of vulgar entertain
ment will lead: 

"I must admit that I am shocked. Where will this fuad 
race after entertainment and all kinds of cirr.us attrac
tions lead us? At times it seems that tl1is small nation in 
the Middle East has become an international center for 
the business of entertainment. This is a shockingly poor 
r~'commendation for a nation that pretends to being a 
People of tlr.e Book and a Ligltt lo the Nations. And what 
is ev.-.n worse, right before our eyes spiritual and cuhural 
. deterioration has set in among those people who arc 
devoted wid1 all their might to entertainment and making 
.a living." (Maariv, 26 Sivan) 

Another letter writer dares to point a :finger at one 
source of this muddy stream - the government radio 
netwOfk, Kol Y isroel: 

"It must unfortunately be said that mir go~et•nment 
radio service has failed in hs duty to set the proper cul· 
tural 'tone' to our community ... .Instead it occupies itse]f 
witli disseminating and glm·ifying noisy entertainment by 
bl'oadcasting loud songs day nnd nighl aud 5pending tax· 
payers money on infantile programs. Has .the time not 
arrived when we must build a strong dam .. to . stop this 
harmful trash?" 

This is a point with faMeacliing implications 
cause fr suggests that even the government contributes 
to lowering the cultural level of the people. 

* * * 
A "HEBREW THEATER" WAS ONE OF THE GREAT 

dreams of secularists of all kinds; an independent Israeli 
Theater it was believed, will certainly raise the dignity 
of the People of the Book and serve as a Light to the 
Nations. But in fact the greatest embarrassment awaits 
the patrons of the Israeli theater - as illustrated in 
this sharply critical letter to Haaretz. 

"A Disappointing Play" 
"I saw the play Victor and I was ashamed • . Ashamed 

· of the theater in its desire for 'box office' and ashamed 
of the public that streams en masse to be 'educated' in 
this manner. 



.. · 

··.: · ... ,.. ·· 

·· . I have ficver yet seen a . play that combines so much 
obscenity and filth with a lack of any thought, conwnt 
or moral. I was embarrassed for my neighbm· . 

•. l\'.ly complaint is thre•~·folrl: 
.. .. • • • again;it the theater compan:-· Oh.Pl that ·. $peaks 

: · . gl'atidly, together "ith the other theaters in the countr.Y, 
· ·about original 1>lays, hut presents in~tcacl J>ile~ of trash 

... from. other c'ultures. 

.::· ..... 
.. ,• 

. : . . . 

. .. ·. : 

...... · :· 

.·.:· .. ··: .... ·.: .... 

·' ~· 

: . ~ .. 

.. · . . 
,•' ' . 

. : ·. 

·:.·:·_.: .. ··.· · 
: ~ ,: . 

••• against tlw audierwe that laughed at every vtt]gat• 
joke and wa8 gra1cful to 1he actors for a wonderful 'ex· 
perience.' I was the only one who cried 'shame' but nn· 
voice was drowned in the a(>plause. . 

••• a1t3inst the critk.s whos<> duty it is to educate th•· 
· public in good tMtc hut instead bow to every absurdity, 

especial1y if it i~ imported. After reading their favorable 
.reviews I was treated to this enlightening 'cultural 

. ...... experience.' '~ 

"Killing Time" 
.· One of the favorite secularist claims is that they are 

· tired of the "ghetto life." They are fed up with the 
colorful and beautiful traditional life of the Jew. They 
yearn for a life without "chains"; to break through 
the limitations to a "free Shabbos." More exactly 
they wish to create a new and original Israeli form of 
expression that would be more satisfying to the spirit, 
more compatible with modern times and with a more 
"cultural" character. 

What then are these "mcxlern" manifestations of the 
secular Israeli scene? 

.· "It seems to me the most ·popular form of amusement 
· lil the State is card-playing. Mainly Friday night, but on 

: weekdays as well, you can pass the length of entire streeb 
··· in North Tel Aviv, or Hadar Haearmel in Haifa, or sec· 

tions of Ramal Gan and the scene , • • will bfc' the same: 
·a lighted balcony, two tables - one for men and one for 
women - and cards, There is hardly any con·.-ersation. 
Drinks are 11wallowed hurriedly. The hostess begs in vain 
for the players to interrupt their game and taste the re• 
freshments. Finally she give~ up and she serves the 
players, who swallow their food without knowing what 
· they are eating . • • Concentration on the game is abso• 

. lute. Only the delay of one of the players in throwing 
out a card interrupts their concentration , • , There are 
of course no exact statistics but it would seem, at )east 
in the non-immigrant community, that one out of three 
families spends its Friday nights pl .. ying card§." (Yediol 
Aharonot, I Ellul) 

Even if we do not take seriously the statistical esti
mate that one third of the Israeli community has sunk 

· so low that it can find no better expression of Oneg 
··. Shabbos than card-playing, the picture revealed to us 
is still quite gloomy. Card-playing not only demon
strates a desire for easy gain, but even worse, it shows 
a desire to kill time, spiritual deterioration, and other 
negative aspects. 

.. ''How to kill time?" is the most important problem 
that faces the secular community. They have no spiri

. tual.Jife or public spiritual activities such as Tefilzoh 
· Betzibur {public prayer) or Limud Hatorah (Torah 
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. . . ~: 

.. ~· . : 
·· .· .· 

.. · 
study); 'This fact is most evident :imong the 'secular -
youth. Not that we can place the blame of the young 
people alone because this is the state of modern society 
as a whole, as one reader of Haaretz tells us: 

. "The >;imple question is, what have we done? ~'hat · 
.. cXltmplc have the p11rents 8hown in their bi~haviour; cli>-

. - cipline, education anrl tradition? •• , I would give a Yt•ar 
of my .life to t~e person who could tear the card pla~·t·r~ 
away from then· tables to more fruitful activities. Th•·r·c· 
is no end to the po@sibilities for improvement. Pm·e;.,,. 
of the heart and sou) are not the exclusive problem o.f 
youth. We who have lost our ability for original creathit~·· 
we who with our ••. feeling of inferiority have become 
shadows of ourselves and of others; we who have bc~<·m11e 
intelleetuaHy bankrupt and have abandoned rnaUct'!i of 
•he spirit to the specialistl; and permitted oursches to 
h<>come ~laves to the 1natcrial , • ," 

And what is the response of the secularists _:__ -thev 
continue to raise the threat of a. Kulturkampf. · 

· People of the Book 
There were times not long ago that the secularists 

endeavored to capture adherents with the slogan of 
"enlightenment." The most dangerous seduction that 
was used to ensnare many innocent souls was the belle 
lettre. 

What today is the state of Hebrew literature for 
which many confused souls bartered the entire spiritual 
heritage of Judaism? What does it have to offer? What 
need does it fill? 

"It is a fact that ·People of ilie Book do not read book~. 
We can sec tMs in the state of the public libraries in the 
cities, towns and villages, including the new settforncnt~ 
recently established. A 8Ur\•ey made by the Office of Edu· 
cation and Culture in 1961-62 showed that in the 64-0 
communities that replir.d to the quei1tionnaire, 268 com· 
munitie• had no public library at all. 

These facts on the very sad state of the libraricl' were 
reported at a news conterenc-,.e by Yitzchok Navon, Director 
of the Culture Section of the Office of Education and 
Culture." (Yedioth Ahoronot, 18 Av) 

Modem literature was supposed to take the place 
of the seforim of the Bais Hamedrash. It was to serve 
as a source of "spiritual nourishment" Even the an
cient and honored term People of the Book was to be 
applied to secular literature. And what were the re
sults? The statistics show two facts clearly; the masses 
are not interested in reading books nor in organizing 
and supporting 1ibraries. 

But yet there is one branch of "literature" that does 
attract many readers. Jt has a wide circulation and 
exerts a very profound influence on its readers; this 
is pornographic literature . 

"Our shelves are stacked high with the worst kind of 
porn.ographic material. Obscene sex stories, that destroi· 
the best in· our youth, undct":.tnine their morals and poiso;i 
their souls •••. We llr~ crushing the souls of our youth. 

.· 



What is i()rl>idderi hi J,ond(lt1 · 
Jerusnfom aud Tc1 Aviv." 

These word~; reported fo Maariv, were spoken in 
the Knesset by Member of the Knesset S. Y. Gross, 
of Agudath Israel. Although the secularist majority 
in the Knesset rejeded Mr. Gross' proposal for the 
enactment of a special law against pornographic litera
ture. voices were raised in the community supporting 
his stand. 

"h may he assmri;~a tlmi the dis1ing1iishc<I members 
tlf tlH~ Knesset who rejected M1·, K. Gross' proposal for 
.the· .1·emoval of JlOrngraphic literature from the markets 
of the country do not lem•e their· automobiles. Because 
if they were e\'er to walk through the streets of the city 
.the~· would ]iave an 01>portunity to see with .thcfr own 
e~·es the shocking situation in this field. 

"h is rlifficuh to understand the apathy of the pe;5~ 
j)ll''s elected representatives, to this serious problem. Year 
after yeal' varions committees have aUempted to find a 
solntim1 to the problem. The police. who have been ac-
1he in a nun1ber of case~, have for som;., time re«1uestcd 
a drnnge in the law, afte1· }mblishers and distributors of 
~neh material hav;, been freer! by the courts. Our youth 
.is bring fed 'culture' of quc>stiom1ble origin and ti"' 
.le:ulers of tlw Stale have rlemm1~trate<f their apathy to 
th'' problem! 

.. "The inflrumcc of v11.lg<ir lmoks mr 1>eopfo is morf' 
1fm1g1irous tlwn the comprmim1.ship of vile ·11eople, Heinrich 
llciue, the Germun-Jewish 1>oel oru:e ~aid. 

"WiU we become the 'People of the Vulgar Book'?" 
(lfouri", 13 Sivan) 

Before the proponents of secularism threaten Kul- .· 
t1irkampf Jet them take a hard look at the culture which 

·· \vill represent them in the battle, and examine the 
tragic results of this pseudo-culture, which is nothing 
more than a hodge-podge of the worst aspects of mod
ern "culture." Let them open the classic works of 

·· Torah literature with a desire to understand why their 
Orthodox brothers so stubbornly cling to Torah life 
and Torah values as the only valid Jewish culture. 
Perhaps then, there will be no need for Kulturkampf. 
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RABBIS IN QUOTES 
It was bound to happen. Ameri

can Jewry has produced Jews with
out Torah, Jews without Shabbos 
and Jews without Judaism. Our so
ciety has spawned "rabbis" without 
s'micha, "rabbis" without learning. 
It was bound to happen . . 
America has now produced a 
"rabbi" without G-d. 

Sherwood T. Wine of Birming
ham, Michigan, built his congrega
tion in the pattern of other success
ful "rabbis," from eight families 
two years ago to the present total 
of 140 families. Recently, he an
nounced to his congregation, and 
to the press, that he, "Rabbi" 
Sherwood T. Wine is ... an athe
ist. He indicated that members of 
his congregation had heen aware 
of his position for some time and 
that they approve of his unique 
"religion." 

The National Jewish Post and 
Opinion, in a manifestation of cre
ative journalism one sees too little 
of in the English-Jewish press, wrote 
to Sherwood T. Wine and posed 
several questions. The questions, 
and Wineis answers were published 
on January J, 1965 together with 
comments by Dr. Solomon B. Free
hof, a leader of Reform Judaism. 

JN ANSWER TO A REQUEST THAT 

he outline his attitude to the exist
ence of a Divine Being, Wine re
plied, "If you mean by the phrase 
('Divine Being" a conscious person 
who made and runs the world, there 
exists no empirical evidence to 
suggest the existence of such a 
person. For this reason, one can 
study the nature of the world in 
a modem university without finding 
any need to assume the presence 
of a Supreme Being." 

Perhaps Wine will be disappoint
ed to know that his new faith is not 
really new. Dr. Mordecai Kap
lan, founder of Rcconstructionism, 
American Judaism's fourth deno
mination, has anticipated Wine's 
position. 

According to Kaplan, "God" is 
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the sum total of all good in the 
hearts of all men. Milton Steinberg, 
who for many years was a disciple 
of Kaplan, asked his mentor, "who 
adds up the total?" and hearing no 
satisfactory reply, returned to a 
more conventional re1igious be1ief. 

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 

ramifications of this affair is the 
light which it sheds on the positions 

SECOND 
lOOKS 
at the Jewish scene 

of Reform Judaism. Wine's pre
decessors set aside the Torah She
b' al Peh (Oral Law); they repealed 
the laws of Shabbos and Kashrus, 
and every aspect of Torah which 
did not pass their rationalistic scru
tiny. Rather than permitting the 
Torah to master their lives, they 
chose to become the masters of the 
Torah, treading its sacred parch
ment and choosing and rejecting 
by their own caprice. 

And now, Sherwood T. Wine, 
trained by the Hebrew Union Col
lege as a liberal "rabbi"; taught 
that he must question even that 
which is most sacred; infused with 
the invigorating air of the "modern 
university," decides that he wishes 
to 1nake yet another change, to re
move the Divine Being from Juda
ism and fron1 Jev,1s. 

"In the light of your beliefs," the 
Post asks him, "do you feel that you 
can serve as a rabbi in the accepted 
sense of the word?" 

"The title rabbi," said Wine, "re
fers to an ordained teacher who 
uses the Jewish tradition as the 

basis of his instruction. Since I en
courage the use of Jewish customs, 
ceremonies and ethical advice, I 
function within this definition. Re
form has always encouraged its ad
herents to select and preserve those 
ideas and rituals that are meaning
ful and discard those ideas and 
rituals that are not meaningful." 
(emphasis ours) 

Not so, says the learned Dr. Free
hof, and proceeds to imprison 
"Rabbi" Sherwood T. Wine in 
quotes. "There is no question of his 
(Wine) right to declare himself an 
atheist on the ground that his 
powers of reasoning cannot dis
cover G-d in the universe .... But 
he has no right to deceive the un
wary. Using tho word "rabbi" 
(quotes are his) and using the 
word "congregation" constitute a 
deception. A rabbi means a teacher 
of Judaism." 

"No one would object," Freehof 
continues, "to 'Rabbi' Wine and his 
group, if he has a Doctor's degree, 
to call himself Dr. Wine, and his 
group The Rationalist Association 
of Detroit. But when he uses the 
title 'Rabbi' and the term 'syn
agogue' or 'temple' he is luring in 
new members by false and heartless 
pretenses." 

Obviously troubled by Wine, 
Freehof asks, "What, then, is to be 
done with this man and this group? 
We do not have ways of defrocking 
a rabbi ... but we must protect the 
Jewish community against the de
ception which will drag innocent 
children and unsuspecting elders 
into a group dedicated to the pro
paganda of atheism." 

"In the 1neantime," Freehof con
cludes, "the Jewish congregations 
in Detroit, in order to protect their 
children and themselves from the 
teachings that God is not necessary 
in Jewish life, should not associate 
Yvith it (Wine's congregation) and 
should not acknowledge it as a Jew
ish congregation.'' 

Dr. Freehof is known in Reform 
circles as a "Halachic authority." 
We should like to call to his at-



tei1tfon a supra-Ha~achiC pri~cipl~: · 
Yisroel, V'oraysa, Y'Kidush Hu 
Brich Hu Chada, the people of Is
rael, the Torah and the Almighty 
are One. By a simple arithmetic 
procedure we may then restate Dr. 
Freehof's last paragraph as follows: 

Jewish congregations, in order to 
protect their children and them-

.. selves from the teachings of Reform 
that absolute obedience to Torah 
is not necessary in Jewish life, 
should not associate with them and 

The Pot Calls the Kettle Black 
"Recently, a . . . situation arose in 

~hich a rabbi, serving ,,. the spiritual 
leader of a congregation, declared that 

. neither he nor the congrsgation accepted 
any idea of God. They mainiain tl1at the 
various modern alternatives to the tradi
tional idc,J of G.d as a personal Being 
are vague And mP-Aningle.s .... 

In our opinion such a position is un· 
tenable for a rabbi. or for anyone w:10 
assumes the role of teacher within " 

· Jewish religious institution. ff might be 
consis}ent with that of the Jewish sec
ularisf; but certainly ono who calls him
self a "raLbi" is making use "of the 
term" in a way which is "confusing rather 
than helpful." If ho wishes to serve Jew
ish religion, he should consider adopting 
a conception of God w:1ich is undor
standable." 
From an editorial in The Re·~o~structionisf 
January 22, 1965 

should not acknowledge them as 
·· Jewish congregations. 

"Rabbi" Sherwood T. Wirie (the· 
quotes arc ours and Dr. Frechof's) 
has performed a service for Ameri
can Jewry in demonstrating the 
operation of the logical principle 
of reductio ad absurdum in Reform 
theology. Having cast away the 
Torah it was inevitable that the 
Author of Torah would ultimately 
be rejected. Unfortunately, logic 
has hardly been a strong point in 
Reform thinking and so we suspect 
that the lesson of Wine will be Jost 
.on The Rationalist Association of 
America, better known as "Re
form" Judaism. Nevertheless, we 
fervently pray that some members 

.. of the association will seek to re
store Torah to their "Judaism" as 
they desire that Wine should restore 
the Almighty to his "Judaism." 

.• . . . . 

WI-Io WANTS SURVIVAL? 
As the non-Orthodox Jewish 

community in this country sinks 
deeper into despair over intermar
riage, assimilation and the pitiful 
state of "Jewish Education" (sec 
any issue of an English-Jewish 
newspaper) one might almost be
lieve that they are totally unaware 
of the dynamic growth of Ortho

.. doxy and the increasing number of 
young people who are firmly com
mitted to Torah as their guide in 
life. 

Orthodox growth and its pheno
menal success in recent decades in 
reclaiming lost Jewish youth through 
intensive Torah training in day 
schools and Yeshivas should serve 
as an example to those who serious
ly desire Jewish survival and are 
willing to pay the price for it. 

Surely, Orthodoxy deserves at 
least "honorable mention" for its 
contribution to Jewish survival and 
for creating a new generation with 
the stamina to resist those forces 
which decimated previous genera-

. tions of American Jewry. Yet -
the reverse seems to be true. A 
growing Orthodoxy; an independent 
Orthodoxy; an Orthodoxy which is 

secure in its bdiefs and its goals, is .· 
· arousing the anger and often hos
tility of its non-Orthodox brothers. 

Let us examine a case in point. 
The college campus . has been a 
hot-bed of scepticism and cynicism, 
tearing to shreads whatever religious 
convictions the freshman brought 
with him to college. We will never 
know the number of Jewish stu
dents who were weaned from their 

.· Jewishness by the "liberating" in
fluence of university professors 
anxious to save their young charges .. · 
from "out-moded" religious beliefs. · 

Now that a new type of student . 
is appearing on the college campus, 

· what is the reaction? The National 
.· director of the Hillel ·Foundations 
at a meeting of the National Com
mission, deplored "the growing ef
forts to fragmentize" Jewish youth 
along sectarian lives. He termed the 
move "a divisive approach that 
tends to dilute, not strengthen, the 
students' ties to Jewish people
hood ." 

"This.· increasi~g / elTiph;sis 011 · 
separatism (the national director 
said) also points up 'a striking para-
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dox.' It tends ... to weaken intra
Jewish relationships among students 
at a time when genuine approaches 
to mutual understanding' intensi
fied by the spirit of ecumenicism 
prevalent in the Christian world, 
are developing between Christian 
and Jewish campus organizations." 
(The New York Times, J 2/21 /64) 

This veiled attack on Orthodox 
college youth testifies to the fear 
of a vibrant Judaism by those who, 
in the eloquent phraseology of The 
Nelv York Times, "advocate none 
of the specific options (sic) in 
Judaism ... and require the rabbi 
who supervises Hillel activities on 
campus to fulfill the particular re
ligious needs of the students, re
gardless of his own orientation." 

And what precisely is the objec
tion against introducing Torah 
study, t'filoh b'tzibur, and an Or
thodox commitment, into Jewish 
campus life - it rocks the boat by 
introducing alien elements into the 
scene, jeopardizing the spirit of 
ecumenicism. 

On most every campus where a 
Hillel Foundation exists, and on 
many where there is no Hillel, a 

Experience Counts! 

sister organization functions, known 
as the Newman Club. The Newman 
Club, for Catholic students is an 
official adjunct of the Church. It 
advocates Catholicism as the onlv 
"option" for the Christian, and re;; 
staffed by a Catholic priest who 
conducts Mass for the students, 
takes confession, and attempts to 
create for his folJowers, a miniature 
Catholic community on the college 
campus. 

But - it should come as no sur
prise -B'nai Brith Hillel Founda
tion must be more "ecumenical" 
than Rome itself, and disparages 
attempts to introduce divisiveness 
when understanding is growing be
tween various religious campus in~ 
stitutions. Yet neither the Catholic 
Church, nor the Lutheran Church 
and other denominations, have any 
fears or inhibitions in maintaining 
religious campus gronps separately 
from the catch-all Protestant groups. 

Jn spite of Hillel's oft-expressed 
concern about Jewish indifference 
and assimilatory tendencies of col
lege youth, it deplores the intrusion 
of the only type of program that 
can offset these tendencies. 
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SAYS WE ARE PARTISAN 

To the Editor: 
Like many other American Jews com

mitted to Torah, I rejoiced at the initial 
appearance of The Jewish Observer. 
·While I may not have agreed with every
thing that was written. nevertheless the 
high standards and integrity of the jour
nal seemed to bode well for the Orthodox 
community at large. Differences of 
-Opinion alone would never lead to re
buke in any form. I regret deeply that 
for the past few issues, I have felt the 
overpowering grasp of partisan politics 
entering not only the editorials but the 
articles of the journal. 

A most painful issue which I take 
With the Observer concerns Rabbi Elias' 
editorial in the issue before the last, re· 
"iewing a recent publication of Rabbi 
Emanuel Rackman. Rabbi Rackman has 

·held many controversial views, but an 
}1onest expression of opinion that is with

. in the framework of Halachah certainly 
does not deserve the accusation of being 

.·aimed at undermining Torah. There was 
.no need for the polemics of that edi· 
1orial, for the rallying cry to a holy 
war, and for the unwarranted attacks on 
that work. The tone was far from ob-

.jective. the implications spurious, if not 
insidious. 
. The makkeh b'pattish, so to speak. 
was your editorial comment in the most 

· recent issue, entitled "Orthodoxy a la 
Lincoln Square." Here you were, in my 
opinion. not only misguided, but ill-in
formed as to the background, and in
sensitive to the issues and personalities 
involved. The young rabbi who accepted 

· the position is a man whose erudition. 

FOR SALE 
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pei-~onal religions scfupl~s; and ;;rn~srras 
nefesh" are beyond question. He is in
cidentally, an enthusiastic proponent of 
Agudath Israel. The Halachic issue> 

· involved were weighed by men whom 
you have referred to on occasions as 
Gedolai Torah. They were considered 
and reconsidered. not in .generalities, bnt 
on the merits of this instance alone. 

.· That the decision on the part of the 
rabbi would be misunderstood by some. 
was a foregone conclusion. It behooved 
you, however, to look into the matter 
l'efore passing judgment. .. Not to have 
.done so, is not only unethical journalism, 
but a breach of the basic decency that 
should be characteristic of B'noi Torah. 

RABB( MACY GOR.DON 

Teaneck, New Jersey 

the jewish Observer came into exi.\·-
tence to meet the need for a journal that 

. would come to grips with the crucial 
problems facing the Torah community in 
America. While we seek objectivity, we 
react to the.\'e nrohlems from a Torah 
perspective. We. deeply regret thnt what 
we consider to be forthright opinions 
on admittedly controversial matters, 
;~J10uld be viewed as partisanship. 

We agree that "an honest expressio1i 
df opinion that is within the framework 
.of Halac/1a" does not warrant nmdem
nation. Rabbi Elias, in his article, con
tended that tire views expressed by Rabbi 
Rackman in the brochure under con
sideration, are not "within the frame
. work of Halacha," and are therefore 
a matter of wave concern. 

In regard to our piece concerning· the 
co11grcgatio11 in Lincoln Square, we are 
pleased to publish in this issue, a letter 
containing additional inf ormatio11 011 the 
subject. However, together with the 
writer of the letter, we feel that the facts 
do not alter our general opposition to 
sending Orthodox rabbis to Conservative 
congregations. 

-THE EDITOR 

To the Editor: 
This letter is written with reference to 

an item ,in the December issue of the 
Ob.frrver, under the title Orthodoxy a la 
Lincoln Square. .The notice was based 
on a correspondence of Mrs. Trude 
Weiss Rosmarin to the London Jewish 
Chronicle, and reflected the anguish 
which all Orthodox Jews must feel over 
the manner in which .the Lincoln Square 
episode was . used to expose the incon-
sistency of American Orthodoxy. . .···. 

·. Now with reference to your essential 
. opposition to placing young Orthodox 

rabbis in synagogues which violate the 
Halacha publicly, whether it be in the 
matter of mixed seating or .in the other 
areas, the undersigned wholeheartedly 
espouses your position. However, a full 
disclosure. of all the facts in the Lincoln 
Square episode sheds a different light 
on the matter than the one reflected by 
your citation of the Rosmarin account. 

-The facts are as follows: 
l. The failure of the Lincoln Square 

Congregation to engage a graduate of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary. was 

. not due to the desire to .get away with 
a lower salary. The officers and the 
membership bad lieen almost unanimous
ly in favor of organizing their synagogue 
under Conservative auspices. Which leads 
us to the second point. 

2. The present rabbi of the congre· 
gation happens to be one of the most 
gifted and inspired of the younger Ortho· 

· dox rabbis to have recently entered the 
rabbinate. His personal dedication to 
limud ha-Torah and his personal yiras 
slwmayim are beyond question to those 
who know him. Nor does the slightest 
taint of expediency adhere to bis be· 
havior at every crucial point in his asso
ciation with the congregation. After 
initially persuading the congregation -
against tremendous opposition - not to 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU 

The Jewish Observer invites your comments on · 
issues discussed in our columns. Letters addressed 
to the Editor should be brief and preferably typed, 

double-spaced, to insure legibility. Letters must be 
signed but the writer's name may be withheld 
quest. Lengthy letters will be condensed. 

Your reactions are essential to the 
of The Jewish Qbserver and we earnestly solicit your 
correspondence. 



organize under Conservative auspices, he 
accepted the invitation to heco1n2 its 
rabbi only on condition that he was not 
to receive a salary. He has set himself 
a time limit beyond which he will leave, 
should he have failed to install a 
mechitza in the synagogue by then. Ever 
since his entry into the post he has 
bent every nerve to inspire in his con· 
gregants acceptance of the principles of 
the Halacha as mandatory, and has al
ready won over a sizeable percentage of 
his people towards his position on the 
niechitza. He has already indicated to 
his congregation that it violates a hal
lowed principle of Judaism, in pennitting 
mixed-seating, and he himself davens 
before coming to his synagogue services 
Slutbbo,v morning. 
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Let it again be emphasized, at this 
point, that the undersigned holds no 
bri.ef for the policy of those who advised 
hin1, to accept a mixed-pew position. 
In ninety-nine out of a hundred cases, 
that policy has functioned against a 
background of expediency; the young 
rabbis "sent into the lions den" in order 
to serve the "'long range interests of 
Orthodoxy'' showed themselves - in the 
overwhelming majority -- to have been 
lacking that rare combination of disre
gard for financial gain. eloquence, per
suasiveness, and unyielding integrity 
which characterize the present rabbi of 
the Lincoln Square Congregation. 

In any event, the Rosmarin account 
of the who!e episode was a clearly biased 
one. And as for those of us who are 
loyal to Torah, one is sure that if the 
rabbi under discussion succeeds, we 
would all congratulate him for his 
achi~vemcnt. If, clialilah, he does not, 
tiine wil! be his judge. But at this 
moment. it is certainly not a service to 
Torah to torpedo his efforts l'tovah, or 
to victin1ize hin1 for a policy which has 
become a n1akas niedinali - not only 
in Yeshiva University circles .... 

N. 1\1 EYERSON 

Bronx, N. Y. 

LIKES THE OBSERVER 

To the Editor: 
Enclosed is a check for a renewal of 

my subscription to The Jewish Observer. 
Although I believe I recently renewed, I 
have no qualms about extending the sub
scription for still another year, in ad· 
vance. 'rhe consistently high quality of 
the writing in your journal, and the 
unique opportunity it gives its readers to 
learn the other side on many issues 
which are given inadequate .and biased 
coverage in the so·ca!led Anglo-Jewish 
press, make it indispensable reading for 
the Jew who wants to be informed. Al
though I frequently find myself in dis
agreement with the views expressed in 
your pages, it seems to me that you 
deserve to be commended for the fine 
job you are doing. 

BURTON M. LEISER 

Instructor of Philosophy 
Fort Lewis Co1lege 
Durango, Colorado 

RUDY TEPEL 
ORCHESTRA 

1921 AVENUE K 
Brooklyn, N .Y. 

ES 7-0654 
Music For All Occasions 

A Bar Mitzvah, celebrated 
on a week-day, can be 
meaningful, impressive, and 

inspiring. 

To the Editor: 
I feel remiss in not wntlng to you 

sooner to express my deep appreciation 
for the high degree of excellence which 
marks The Jewish Observer. Its format 
is attractive; the articles superbly writ~ 
ten. Moreover, they treat subjects which 
every thoughtful Jew would do well to 
ponder. 

The leading article in the Kislev issue 
on the Vatican Council and the Je1v 
sr.ows thorough preparation and docu
mentation. 

I hope that our people will give you 
the support yon so richly deserve by 
subscribing personally and persuading 
their friends to do likewise. 

LEO S. HILSENRAD 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

THE NEGRO REVOLUTION 

To the Editor: 
Your magazine did harm to the Ortho

dox Jewish cause by printing an article 
which singled out Orthodox Jews for 
having a negative attitude towards the 
Negro Revolution. Such articles do not 
belong in a mass circulation magazine 
such as yours. Furthermore, anyone who 
is really an Orthodox Jew and observes 
the Torah would understand that the 
Halachah demands that we grant equal 
rights for every hun1an being who is 
"created in the image of G-d." 

Sincerely yours, 

To the Editor: 

LEONARD PERLMAN 

New York, N. Y. 

Enclosed is my renewal subscription 
for 1965. Please publish more articles 
such as ""fhe Orthodox Jew and the 
Negro Revolution." ()ur fellow-Jews 
ought to know that the Torah sets the 
standards and values not only for the 
areas commonly known as "religious" 
hut also for all phases of life. I would 
like to see articles on the Orthodox 
Jewish position on the conservative 

"QUALITY PICTURES 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS' 

'2Jovo Stuclios 
212 SY 2·2977 
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; political philosophies of such ·groups ·as 
· .the Goldwater Republicans, for example. 

( MRS.) RACHEL REISS 
Chicago, Ill. 

THE P'SAK DIN 

To the Editor: 

..•. 

.. -··' 

·ica's rabbis are against federal aid · for 
· religious schools. Reading the news 

item, you learn that it refers to the New 
York Board of Rabbis. 

This whole story had an ironic · twist 
· ·· when one of the discussants brought a 
. • clipping from the Day-Morning Journal, 

I found your article concerning· the ·_ 

in which their reporter relates that only 
40 members of the New York Board
out of its claimed membership of 850 
rabbis-participated in the meeting which P'sak Din against the Synagogue Council 

and New York Board of Rabbis very 
interesting. While the New York Board 
of Rabbis is only a local institution, I 
just experienced some harmful effect 
from this group in my own community, 

.. far from New York. 
Jn a discussion about federal aid for 

·religious schools, someone produced the 
.· front page of our local English-Jewish 
weekly paper. the National Jewish Ledg
. er which had a front page headline: 
RABBIS ALARMED OVER FEDERAL Af!> 
PROPOSED FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS. This 
headline gave the impression that Amer-

The struggle of the American 
Negro for human rights should 
be the concern of every Ji::w. 
If you i!lgree, and you share the 
conviction that Martin Luther 
King's battle is your own, send 
me your check to support hi; 
work. 
There is tio new organization 
being set up for this purpose, 
and, therefore, no expenses in
volv-ed. I am bearing the cost 
of this advertisement. 

Make your check payable ·to: 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
-:1nd mail it to me: 

Michael Kaufman, Dox 532 · 
Far Rockaway, N. Y. 11690 

.· 

adopted a policy on such a serious issue. 
I feel that your readers should be aware 
of this interesting fact. 

StoNIW WEINSTEIN 
· Washington, D .C. 
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TEXT ·oF WASHINGTON 
· . . 1ESTJMONY ON FEDERAL AID 

. AVAILABLE FREE 

In response to many requests, the full 
· text of the testimony delivered before 

Congressional committees in Washington 
in early February by Agudath Israel of 
·America, is now available. 

To obtain your free copy of this in~ · · 
teresting test imony, write to: Agudath 
Israel of America, 5 Beekman Street, 
New York, N. Y. 10038. (Please enclose 
a 5c. stamp.) 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL DINNER 
TO HONOR FAMED ROSH 

YESHIVA 
The elite of American Orthodoxy will 

attend the 43rd anniversary dinner of 
Agudath Israel of America, which will 
honor the distinguished Torah authority 
Hara\' Yaakov I. Ruderman, Rosh Yeshi
va of Yeshiva Ner Israel of Baltimore. 
The dinner will take place Sunday eve
ning, February 28th in the grand ball
room of the Hotel New Yorker, New 
York City. 

Jews from every walk of life, including 
pro1ninent rabbinic and lay-leaders, will 
join in marking this important milestone 
in the history of Agudath Israel, and in 
paying tribute to a leading member of 
the Moetzes Gedolei lfatorah who has 
been a pioneer builder for Torah. Harar 
Ruderman, whose students are active in 
Jewish life throughout the nation, played 
an important role at the Fifth Knesiah 
Gedola in .Jerusalem. 

The dinner committee is headed by 
Rabhi Yechezkel Besser, chairman of the 
executive board of Agudath Israel and 
noted communal leader. Dinner reserva~ 
tions at $12.50 per person, should be 
made at the national headquarters of 
Agudath Israel, 5 Beekman Street. New 
York City, 

MONTREAL MASS-MEETING 
HEARS KNESIAH REPORT 

A well-attended mass-meeting in Mon
treal, chaired by the prominent commu
na1 leader Mr. Edward Reichman, warm
ly received a report on the 5th Knesiah 
Gedolah, rendered by Knesset-member 
Rabbi Sblomo Lorincz. The guest from 
Israel was introduced by Rabbi Pinchas 
Hirschprung - presidium member of 
Agudath Israel of Montreal, which spon
sored the gathering. 

An evaluation of the accomplishments 
of the Rosh Yeshiva of Telshe, Reb 
Chaim Mordechai Katz, z.t.1. was given 
by Rabbi S. Walkin of New York, who 
was introduced by Rabbi A. D. Niznik. 
Mr. Fred Pfeiffer closed the evening 
with a report on the local youth work 
of the Montreal Agudah. 

FORM BORO PARK 
PIRCHEI COUNCIL 

A community-wide Pirchei Agudath 
Jsrael Council of Boro Park was formed 
Jast month to coordinate the activities 
of the many Agudist youth groups scat
tered throughout the area. Rabbi Moshe 
Weinberger was elected chairman of the 
new Council, and Rabbi Chaim S. Kasten 
was named executive director. This is 
the first of a network of neighborhood 
coordinating councils to be organized for 
the youth groups of Agudath Israel. 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL CONTINUES 
STRUGGLE FOR FEDERAL AID 
FOR YESHIVOS: TESTIFIES IN 

WASHINGTON 

Agudath Israel of An1erica, which has 
been fighting to obtain recognition from 
the Federal Government for the right of 
yeshivos to obtain support for their 
secular programs, for the past five years, 
has made another important contribution 
to this effort with its testimony before 
Congressional hearings in Washington. 
Rabbi Morris Sherer, executive vice
president of the movement, testified in 
Washington before the House Sub-Com
mittee on Education on February lst 
and before the Senate Sub-Committee 
on Education on February 2nd. 

In his testimony, and during the ques
tion period that followed, Agudath 
Israel's spokesman hailed President John
son's aid to education bill as a major 
breakthrough in the principle of treating 
American school children equally, re
gardless of the type of school they at
tend. lie scored the attempts of the 
Reform movement and of the American 
Jewish Congress to cotnbat this bill, and 
he described these groups "as a vanishing 
ininority." 

CAMP AGUDAH, CAMP BNOS 
REGISTRATION UNDER WAY 

Registration is now open for Camp 
Agudah for boys and Camp Bnos for 
girls, and is proceeding at a very fast 
pace. Both camps, which are located 
respectively in Ferndale and Liberty, 
New York, will open the new summer 
season with many new features, including 
new cottages and all existing facilities 
are being overhaule~. 

The Agudist cami)s, which have benew 
fitted thousands of ypungsters from every 
part of the United :States over the past 
two decades, are reCon1mended by lead
ing educators as the best vacation sup
plement for the eduCation of Jewish chil
dren. For information and registration, 
write to the city Office of the camps: 
5 Beekman Street, .New York City, or 
call worth 4-1620.' 

LAUNCH OVERSEAS 
PASSOVER CAMPAIGN 

The annual Overseas Passover Cam
paign of Agudath Israel, which provides 
Maas Chitim aid for Pesach to needy 
Jews throughout the; world, was launched 
this month. ''fhe scope of this program 
has been expanded in recent years to 
include various areas where this type of 
Maas Chitiln assistance is most urgently 
needed. 

AGUDIST YOUTH 
TORAH FUNCTIONS 

The national Siyran Hashas sponsored 
by Zeirei Agudath Israel, which during 
the year divided the Shas among aU its 
groups. will take place on May 16th. 

The second annual national Siyu1n 
Mishnayos sponsored by the Pirchei 
Agudath Israel of America, will take 
place on April 3rd. It is an outstanding 
project for Torah, and the Siyun1 brings 
together children from all Pirchei 
branches throughout the Eastern United 
States. 

JERUSALEM ROSHAI YESHI
VOS ON TOUR FOR MESJVTOS 

NETWORK 
Two distinguished Roshai Yeshivas 

fron1 Jerusalem, Harav Sholom Schwad
ron and Harav Yisroel Grossman, are 
now on a national tour of the United 
States to mobilize support for the new 
1'1esivto-division opened hy Chinuch Atz~ 
mai in Israel. This new Mesivta program 
was launched by the (;edolai Torah in 
the Holy Land, in order to provide con~ 
tinuation yeshivos for the large number 
of students graduating from the Chinuch 
Atzmai elementary schools. 

All the Roshai Yeshivas in the United 
States have issued a proclamation this 
month, calling upon the Jewish com
munity to extend its fullest support to 
this ambitious (,'hinuch venture, which 
they described as "an urgent necessity 
for Jewish survival in the Holy Land." 

·i .. : .. :..: .. :..:..: .. :..:+:+x..x ... ....Y.+>+'-.M!..ti: 
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Now, the classic Hebrew-English 
MISHNAYOTH 

in an American Student Edition 
convenient size ... modestly priced! 

A Jewish Classic for Everyone! 
At last, a great classic of our people, 
which was hitherto a "closed book" 
to the vast majority of contempo
rary Jews (to whom Hebrew and 
Yiddish are largely unfamiliar) has 
been made accessible to the modern 
reader. The Mishnoyoth, compiled 
eighteen centuries ago under the 
aegis of one of the greatest Jewish 
sages. Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi {the 
Prince), great- great - grandson of 
Hillel the Elder, contains the foun
dations for the Judaism our parents 
and we take comfort in today. It is 

· an incomparable compendium of 
Jewish law and lore, wit and wis
dom, theology and tradition, and 
fascinating folkways, mirroring 
many centuries of Jewish culture. 

The Americr;n Student Edition 
Now, this classic fountainhead of 
Judaism has been rendered in im
peccable English by the distin
guished British scholar, Philip 
Blackman, side by side with the 
fully-vowelled Hebrew text. The 

translation, as well as the comments 
contained in the introductions to 
each tractate, explanatory notes 
and references on each Mishnoh, 
are based on the famous commen
taries of Ras hi, Rartenoro, To sf os 
Yorn Tov, Tifereth Israel, etc. This 
unique edition (which c·ontains the 
complete text of the original, more 
expensive library edition) has been 
designed -- in convenience of size 
and modesty of price - to place 
the profound depths of the Mishnah 
in the hands of the broadest audi
ence of students of all ages. 

A Valuable· Addition to Any Library 

Everyone, whether scholar or lay
man, preacher, speaker or listener, 
can appreciate and enjoy this im
portant work. No cultured Jewish 
home, no Synagogue or Center li
brary, should be without a set. You 
will be proud - and pleased - to 
have made the Mishnayoth a part 
of yo~r collection of basic Judaica. 

The Ame~:;i:~u:;t Edition liil JU i) A I. C A -PRES s 
6 vols., 5" x 71/2", 3676 pages - s 20 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK N. Y.10036 
Special pre-publication price I ' 

.. ·· until April 30 1965 only Enclosed please find $ ...... , ...... , for the following set $U of the Blackman "Mishnah" (see descriptions at left]. 

I O American Student Edition, @ $22.50. 
Post-publication 0 Library Edition @ $50. 

regular price $29.50. 0 Deluxe Edition, @ $125. 

L
A;lbso avaiEladbl.e in 7.-vo

1
Iudme ·I 

l rary it10n (me u es Name ----·------------~---
supplement & index vol-

.. ume}, hard cover, 6" x9" $50. I Address 

... or 7-volume DeI.uxe Pad-
ded Leather Edition $125, City ___ _ ____ _ _ State Zip _ _ __ 

Prices slightly higher in Canada I Please add sales tax where applicable . . ... · .. 
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