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ot ,W.st a cheese, 
at 1t1on ... 

, 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A :} 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'll 
enjoy keeping. 

All Haolam Cheese products are made in the U.S.A. 
under the strict rabbinical supervision of: 

Tile Rabbi~ °( l{'hal Math Jesflunnt 
Wull n ne1'"hb. nr 

THURM BROS. 
WORLD CHEESE CO. INC. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11232 la 

Cholov Yi.sroel 

The Thurm Families wish 
all of Klal Yisroel 

"Ah Freilichan Chanukah" 

If it has no cholesterol, a better
than-butter flavor, and 

a reputation for 
kashruth 

you can trust ... 

It has to be 
.·.~' 

11!111 

I I the new, improved parve 
unsalted margarine r~~ 



There are many ways 
to look at a chickenll 

At Empire, we look at chickens from a different perspective. Every chicken is individually inspected by 
experienced Mashgichim and Rabbonei Machshirim to meet the strictest standards. Our kashrus and quality 
control are universally accepted by :n111 ,,, worldwide as the industry leader. 

You can be assured that we at Empire arc your eyes and cars to guarantee the unparalleled kashrus and taste 
your family truly deserves. 

Empire-the best way to look at a chicken. 

TOUGH KASHRUS, TENDER POULrR'f 
TOLL-FREE CONSUMER HOTLINE: (BOO} EMPIRE·4 



RESENTING 

THE NEWEST VOLUME IN 

THE HOLOCAUST DIARIES COLLECTION 

FROM C.I.S. PUBLISHERS 

• 
For young Duvid Werdyger, a gifted singing 
prodigy, life before the war was filled with the 
wonderful melodies of the huge repertoire of 
Gerrer nigunim. During the war years, young 
Duvid's deeply ingrained joy and faith enabled 
him to survive with an unbroken spirit and 
without ever losing hope. After the war, he 
became one of the most important pioneers in the 
field of recorded Jewish music, and his warm and 

· joyous voice brought the music of hope into 
thousands of Jewish homes. 

Elke Holocaust Diaries Collection has become a cherished part of our Jewish 
heritage. It brings everlasting remembrance and honor to our holy martyrs, and 
as such, it is rapidly becoming a fundamental part of home and school libraries. 

:J7ive more volumes are presently in production. We are willing to assist survivors in preparing 
their holocaust memoirs for publication and inclusion in the Collection. Of particular interest to 
us are memoirs set in the Warsaw Ghetto, Germany, Holland, France and Shanghai. 
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The Legacy of 
Rabbi Tzvi Shraga Grossbard, 

;c-o.?;7>~-ot 

fil Y-isroelsuffered a great loss 
last month with the passing of 

agaon Rav Tzvi Shraga 
Grossbard, n:rtl':>j?'"r.l"OT, who had di
rected the extensive Chinuch 
Atzmai/Torah School system in Israel 
for over twenty-five years. 

In the words of the Steipler, ':>"j?W: 
Without Chinuch Atzmai, it would 
have been Impossible for a religious 
Jew to live in Eretz YisroeL Beyond 
question, the fact that hundreds of 
thousands of Torah-loyal Jews do 
make Israel their home, and that the 
Torah Yishuv is indeed flourishing, 
can be attributed to the growth of 
Chinuch Atzmai under Rabbi 
Grossbard's stewardship. 

R b Shraga was born in Vesin, 
Lithuania, seventy-seven 
ears ago. His father-a close 
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talmidofthe Chafetz Chaim-passed 
away when Reh Shraga was a young 
boy, but his mother guided him to fol
low in his father's footsteps. As a 
young man, Reh Shraga studied un
der Reh Shimon Shimp in the Yeshiva 
of Grodno, and then under Reh 
Baruch Ber LebDwitz, in Kamenitz. 
He also spent a year and a half in 
Kelm, under Rabbi Daniel 
Mowshowitz. 

He left Europe for Eretz Yisroel in 
early 1941, to join the Lomza Yeshiva 
in Petach Tikva. After marrying the 
daughter of Rabbi Hillel Vitkind, ':>"lll, 
Rosh Yeshivas Beis Yosef, he was ap
pointed to the faculty of Yeshivas 
Novaradok. During this period, he 
founded the Yeshiva Ketana Yesodei 
Hatorah in Tel Aviv. 

A talmid of Mussar yeshivas, Reh 
Shraga developed a close relation-

Rabbi Grossbard 7".YT, with n~. Rabbi Yaakov 
Weinberg (Rosh Yeshiva Ner Israet) H"t'l?w and 
Rabbi Elazar Menachem &hach, """""' at the 
dedication of the new school building in Y ahud 
in memory of Hagoan Rav Rudennan. 7"l'T. 

Twenty-five Yea13' 
of Growth for 
Chinuch Atzmai 

ship with the revered Rabbi Eliyahu 
Eliezer Dessler, ':>"lit (Michtav 
MeEliyahu). who described Reh 
Shraga as the personification Reh 
Yisroel Salanter's ideal as a 
mashgiach (mentor to yeshiva stu
dents). In 1955, he was invited by the 
Ponovezher Rav, Rabbi Yosef 
Kahaneman, ':>"llT, to found a yeshiva 
ketana as a preparatory institution 
for the famed Ponovezher Yeshiva in 
Bnei Brak. His gadlus baTorah and 
keen understanding of the needs 
and potentials of each student made 
him unusually well equipped for the 
assignment, and eventually, the 
structure and syllabus of the 
Ponovezh Yeshiva Ketana became 
the model for many such institutions 
that currently dot the Torah land
scape in Israel. 

In 1967, Reh Shraga was sum-
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Rabbi Grossbard testing recent Russian immigrwit children., enrolled in special programs in Chinuch 
Atzmai &hools, in the presence of Rabbi &hach and Rabbi Shlomo Weinberg, of Jerusalem 

maned by the Gedolei 
haTorah of the time-un
der the leadership of Rabbi 
Aaron Kotler. ':>":it-to 
head Chinuch Atzmai. 

,, · During the quarter of a 
century of Rabbi 
Grossbard's guidance. the 
Torah School system grew 
from a student population 
of 22.000 to over 45.000 
today. plus 11.000 chil
dren currently enrolled in 
Chinuch Atzmai Kinder
gartens. But these figures 
reflect more than the nu
merical growth of the 
strongly religious commu
nity. First of all. many of the gradu
ates of the Chinuch Atzmai-Yeshivos 
route enroll their children in 
Chadoriin, which are experiencing 
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phenomenal growth of their own. In 
addition. a large proportion of the 
Chinuch Atzmai children are from 
immigrant families or second genera

tion Israelis who 
have a weak 
commitment to 
Torah. at best. 
They were at
tracted to 
Chinuch 
Atzmai by the 
obvious realiza
tion of Rabbi 
Grossbard's 
goal of making 
the Chinuch 
Atzmai general 
education com
petitive with the 

govemmentMamlachtischools. whfle 
raising the level of religious instruc
tion at the same time. He succeeded 
notably in both endeavors. endowing 
the schools with a strong air of pro
fessionalism. Toward this goal. Rabbi 
Grossbard guided the establishment 
of seminaries for teacher training as 
well as KoUelim for the male staff. In 
fact. he personally interviewed every 
single yeshiva graduate who taught 
in the system. And in recently ad
ministered achievement tests in 
mathematics and reading compre
hension. Chinuch Atzmai students 
outranked government schools' stu
dents by over a year. 

R eh Shraga also introduced 
other innovations during his 
tenure as director of Chinuch 

Atzmai. such as the es
tablishment of regional 
schools to serve large. 
sparsely populated areas. 
and the expansion of 
sha'os nosafos-enrich
ment programs to fill the 
afternoon hours; the pub
lic school day in Israel 
ends at l:OOp.m. 

The over-86% nation
wide rate of continuation 
from ChinuchAtzmai boys' 
schools onto Yeshivas 
Kedoshos at the high 
school level (the balance at
tend religious high schools) 
and the virtual 990Ai of the 
girl-graduates that go on to 

attend Bais Yaakov High Schools are 
eloquent testimony to the effectiveness 
of Rabbi Grossbard's effurts. 

At a memorial gathering for 
RabbiGrossbard. Rabbi Levi 
Krupenia (Rosh Yeshiva. 

Kamenitz) quoted Rabbi Baruch Ber 
Lebowitz's eulogy (as Reh Levi had 
heard from Rabbi Reuvain Grozovsky) 
for Rabbi Nasson Tzvi Finkel. the Alter 
ofSlobodka: "He was one of those rare 
personalities. gifted with insight into 
human behavior and graced by purity 
of motive. who could be entrusted with 
the neshamos of our next generation ... 

The same could be said about 
Rabbi Tzvi Shraga Grossbard. • 
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R'Yona Gedalia Lazar with the YeshiVa 
of Kishinev bachurim, 
welcoming ... 

Rabbi Yosef Druck, 
translated by MiriamMargoshes 

... a delegation from the U.S., including the 
Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov 

Perlow, visiting Kishinev 
last August. 

Yona GeOa[ia 
Comes To I<is 

SILENT SPRJNG, 1903 

I n the spring of 1903, youngYona 
Gedalia left home in Kiev to learn 
in the Yeshiva of Kishinev. Yona 

Gedalia traveled alone carrying his 
own suitcase, which may have been 
a bit heavy for an eleven-year-old. lf 
his father in Kiev were to take to the 
road during that z'man, he might 
possibly drop by to see him; but Yona 
Gedalia himself would not return 
home until Succos, when he would be 
a little older, and, hopefully, much 
wiser from all the Torah he was about 
to learn. 

"Here we are," said the wagon 
driver, finally. 

"This can't be the right place," 
answered Yona Gedalia, peering 
around. "Kishinev is a city full of 

Rabbi Druck is a well-known writer and journalist 
in Jernsalem. Til.is article originally appeared in 
Hamodia. the daily newspaper of Agudath Israel of 
Eretz Yisroel. Mrs. Mmgoshes, of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
is a frequent contributor to these pages, most re
cently with the biography of NodaB'Yehuda, which 
she prepared for publication {JO, June '93). 
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Jews, and I don't see any at all 
here." Kishinev was a Jewish me
tropolis in 1903, containing no 
fewer than 77 shuls. 

The wagon-driver shrugged and 
drove on to the next large intersection, 
but Yona Gedalia wouldn't get off there 
either because, again, there wasn't a 
Jew in sight. Nevertheless, the wagon 
drtver simply went to the back of the 
wagon, removed the suitcases and un
ceremoniously dumped boy and bag
gage onto the Kishinev street. 

Stunned for a moment, Yona 
Gedalia thought fast, and, shoulder
ing his bag, he started walking. Be
fore long, he was in front of the big 
shul. But now he got another shock
the slwl was locked, and not a sound 
came from within. 

Badly frightened by now, Yona 
Gedalia knocked on an adjacent door, 
encouraged by a mezuza on the door
post. No response. He knocked again, 
and then again in growing despera
tion, until a weak voice from within 
said, "Who's there?" 

nev 
'Tm from Kiev. Can you direct me 

to the Yeshiva?" he said, choking on 
his tears. 

The door opened a crack. The boy 
was pulled in by hasty hands. 'You 
don't know what's going on here?" the 
people asked hoarsely. 

Yona Gedalia had arrived in the 
middle of the bloody Kishinev pogrom 
of 1903. 

Yona Gedalia settled in at the deci
mated Yeshiva of Kishinev and stayed 
for nine years. Then-a full-grown 
man-he followed the course of so 
many others of the time, and picked 
up his wandering-staff, setting out to 
seek his destiny in the New World. 

FULL CIRCLE IN KISIDNEV 

I t is 1993. Yona Gedalia's young 
great-grandson and namesake, 
Rabbi Yona Gedalia Lazar, has re

turned with his wlfe to the land of his 
forebears. 

The Yeshiva of Kishinev is re-in
carnated as a project of Agudath Is-

The Jewish Observer, December 1993 



rael of America's Vaad Lehatzolas 
Nidchei Yisroel, and Reb Yona 
Gedalia is serving as the institute's 
Rosh Yeshiva. The family's saga has 
come full circle. 

This past summer, the Lazars were 
supposedly on vacation in Eretz YIS
roel, but Reb Yona Gedalia (character
istically) remained on the job. One 
case he handled involved two girls who 
had wanted to register in the Jewish 
school in Kishinev. Their grandpar
ents, recent olim to Eretz YISroel, were 
adamantly opposed to the idea. Hear
ing that the girls' parents were in Eretz 
Yisroel on a visit, Yona Gedalia trav
eled to Rishon Letzion to discuss the 
matter with them. He was also in 
touch with his co-workers in Kishinev. 
as well as with Rabbi Moshe 
Eisemann-Rosh Yeshiva in Ner Yis
roel in Baltimore and a mechaneh of 
long standing-and Mr. Mordechai 
Neustadt, director of the Russian pro
gram of Agudath Israel's Vaad 
Lehatzolas Nidchei Yisroel. 

11Here we are," said the wagon driver, finally. "This 
can't be the right place," answered Yono Gedalia, 
peering around. "Kishinev is a city full of Jews, and I 
don't see any at all here." Kishinev was a Jewish 
metropolis in 1903, containing no fewer than 77 shuls. 

leave Russia, it is much more difficult 
to attract them to a Torah life. (The 
lesson of "early intervention" was 
learned well by the Jewish Agency, by 
Reform groups and by the missionar
ies-all actively at work in the former 
Soviet Union.) 

while gaining a deep hispaalus (sense 
of wonderment) from the other.) 

RECRUITING IN KISJDNEV 

New applicants for admission to 
the Yeshiva can present a 
painful dilemma: their 

Jewishness must be validated. Those 
with Jewish mothers are embraced as 
full Jews, in accordance with 
halacha Others-in spite of their in
terest and enthusiasm-must be 
turned away. 

That particular case dramatized 
the need to be on the spot. in Russia, 
in order to engage lost souls and bring 
them back to Torah. Once people 

During Reb Yona Gedalia's ''vaca
tion," he also managed to recruit to 
his staff some additional young 
couples who were willing to commit 
themselves to longer stays. More 
people are desperately needed, and 
one-on-one relationships. which are 
so vital in this work, require time to 
be nurtured. [Of course, there is a 
reciprocity of sorts between the two, 
one offering chizzuk from his side. 

Other organizations are also active 
in Kishinev, notably the Jewish 
Agency and Lubavitch. each with its 
own agenda-but with a difference: 

CD ROM TITLES 
JUDAIC OASSICS LlBURY VOL. l 
lndudlng Tanach, Talmud, Rashi 
on Chumash, Rashi on Talmud ........ $49.99 
JUDAIC CLASSICS 1lBltAltY VOL. 2 
!nduding from Vol. 1 P!us--Medrash, Mishne 
Torah. Yerushabni, Zohar, Ramban, Ohr 
Hachaim, Baa! Hatorim, Onli:elus, 
Sifrle Mussar, Sharre Tshuva, 
Orchot Tzdikim...... . .......... $239.99 
JUDAIC CIASSICS IJBltARY VOL 3 
lnduding Titles from Vol. 2 Plus-Shulchan 
Drach Orach Oiaim with Mishfle Berurah Beur 
Haacha. Shaar Hatzion, Mechilta, Sifra. Sifrie, 
ToSf:fta. Mese:ctas Ketanos, Shulchan Orech 
Choshen Mispat, Kett.os Hat:hoshen"' Mabra!. 
Reb Tzaduk H'Choen M'Lublim ..... 0>499.99 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OP ]UDAISIM 
Eng6sh language including over 1000 articles 
covering a vast spectrum of Torah topics 
including pictures with easy use search 
features, Dictionary ofjewish Biography 
included in ency of Jud. includes nearly 1000 
Biographies of Jews who have left an indelible 
m<1rk on mankind coveting about 
4,000 years ofhislory ....................... $89.99 •; •»~' ,1 :wia a.•o: 1cttit 
DAVM. GRAPHICS 
Series of High Quality Judaic dipart desigend 
to work with Post Script or Wmdows, 
choose from 4 different collections, 
Holid~s. Israel. Head&nes.Judaka ... $69.95 
DAVKA GRAPHICS (Bltm11P Vento•) 
Contains over 250 Bitmapped 
Graphics... . .............. $34.95 
DAVKA PIUNTSHOP DELUXE GMPllICS 
Over 80 full color stunning 
Judatca graphics'"" .............. $24.99 

HEBREW FONTS 
LARGE SELECfION OP HEBREW 

FONTS IN STOCR 
Hebrew for Corel Draw·lndudes Hebrew 
Modu!e24 Hebrew True typefonts 
& lets you work from right to left .... $179.95 

FUN AND GAMES 
PITGAMIM 
Thi!: MR2<: of Jewish wisdom. wind ~our way 
through a myslerious maze and (fY to 
retrieve the missing !dters ....................... $22.95 
MULTI MEDIA ISRAEL 
This multi medla program provides a treasure 
trove of information about the sigh!S, sounds. 
history. geography and rulture of the holy land. 
Has moving graphics animatioo and 
musk. Requires Wmdows... . ..... $34.95 
JEW!S11 COllPUTEll COOi< BOOK .. $29.99 

JERUSALEM STONES 
Puuel stmilar to Telrill. Allign falling stones so you 
can make rows of matching Hebrew 
letters. . ........... $19.99 
JEWISH I.Q. BASEBALL 
Players hil runs by correctly answering 
jewlsh information.... .$22.99 
ESHROLIT 
Delightful Hd>rew Ald Bet game. 
play whals ne.xt. Try to ~SS II secret 
letter & more... . ... $32 .99 

eii#aQ£tl~l#~@!~iif;tl1lQ114;J1It;:f$.ii~tre 
DAGESR llEB1l6WWRITER 
lndudes 26 Hebrew tr"" Typ¢ fonts with Nlkudot. (Torah Educational Software) 
Mail Merge. Hebrew· English lndudes 9 fonts. Nikud and Tamim .... $139.00 
Spell Cllecker.. . . ........... $244.99 

PC HEBREW WRITER DAVRA 
lndudes 4 Hebrew fonts, with Mail 
Merge. Capabilities.. . .......... $74.99 

WORD PERFECT HEBREW 
IAHGUAGE MODULE 
Add on to Word Perfect 5.1 

TYPING TUTOR 

...... $129.99 

Keyboard Melamed. Learn to type Hebrew quX:kly 
with built in games to hdp the leaming 
process ..................... -........... ................. $39.99 

MEGILIA WRITER 
Includes 4 forus with Nil<ud. 
Wysiwyg Format... . ......... $89.00 
HAR.OTEY - INCLUDES 26 FONTS 
FO'U SCJU.ABLE 
Does Columns. Fonts. 'MD work with 
Corel Draw... . .... .. $199.99 
llEBREW WINDOWS ............. $189.00 
Upgrade... . ............ $109.00 
HEBREW WORD 
FOR WINDOWS ......................... $339.00 
Upgrade ... ............. $189.00 
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l#•litilii•C•l~hiJ1•l$WhiQ:t 
TORAH SCHOLAR 
The ultimate program fur Torah study Hebrew
EnQllsh &near translation Graphics 
ooncordanc1:. ... . ....... ... $114.99 
With Rash! add... . .......... $39.00 
BIBLE SCHOLAR 
Includes Tnach Unar translation Hebrew-English 
word Procl!SSC>r multi lingual search concor-
dance. graphics Maps and Charts .......... $199.99 
With Rashl add... . ......... $39.00 
GEM.ARA TUTOR 
Teaches key words phrases and 
T alrnudical ooncep1s. . .. ....... $39.99 
TORAH CODES 
Gives you the pow.r to analyze the letters and 
words of the Torah and uncover its 
hidden meaning... . ..... $89.99 
TORAH GEMATRIAS 
Wdl c11p«1re your imagination as you 
search & compare, calculates in 7 ways.. $39.99 
WHERE IN ISRAEL 
Tour !he land, learn its Geography laws & Customs 
lnduding 20 different educafional games .. $49.99 
GEMATRIX 
Hebrew Calculator·used to derlve insighls Into the 
Torah or illustrate new interpretations 
of the text... . .......... .. $29.95 
PC JEWISH BIBLE 
Contains the complete engllsh text ofTnach. Find 
any word phrase or verse in a /lash. Teitt can be 
transferred to your word processor ......... $87.99 
PC RE.BREW BIBLE 
Same as above with Hebrew text . ..... , .... $79.99 
SEARCH 386 PROFESSIONAL 
Search rodes program includes complete Tnach. 
Searches Roshel Tev<>t. Sofei Tevot and 
Gematrias... . .............. $79.99 
OTZARPLUS 
Filed ~hjewish Aphorisms, Tales, and proverbs 
on ahnost any subject under !he sun. 
Requires Windows..... . .............. $39.95 
ITIM 
Calrulate the proper Haladlic limes for your 
location 6ke sunrise sunset etc. enter dvil date ll¥! 
correspondingjewish date & vice versa ... $39.95 
BAYOM 
Sarne as the above for Windows ........... $34.95 
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whereas their programs are adjuncts 
to the public schools, only the 
Agudah sponsors a full-day, self-con
tained yeshiva. 

The old Yeshiva of Kishinev where 
the first Yona Gedalia learned had 
been a large and beautiful building, 
gutted during World War II, and never 
rebuilt. The government, however, 
did grant the new Yeshiva use of a 
building that had once housed one of 
the many shuls of Kishinev. This 
present-day yeshiva building has a 
tragic history of its own, which Reb 
Yona Gedalia had heard from old sur
vivors in Kishinev. 

The Nazis had concentrated the 
Jews of Kishinev in a huge open .field 
(now the site of a sports stadium) 
across from that shul, to be shipped off 
to their deaths. A nwnber of the victims 
requested permission for a final com
munal prayer. Pennissiongronted, 300 
Jewsjammed themselves into theshul 
to cry out to Hashem. As they began 
streaming out again, Nazi soldiers, po
sitioned opposite the entrance, mowed 
themdowTL 
Today's Yeshiva of Kishinev is in a 

real sense a way-station on the road 
to Yuidishkeit. Only 15 students were 
enrolled last z'rnan, but the yoi".ng 
mechanchim point with pride to the 
sixty graduates who, in two short 
years, have been sent on to Yeshivas 
Gedolos, mainly in America.' (Sev-

1 Kishinev alumni are currently studying in 
yeshivos in Denver, Chicago, Philadelphia, Edison 
(N.J.), Long Beach {L.I.), and Far Rockaway (N.Y.) 
among others. 

Hel:>rew Academy 
of Cleveland 
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Publishes over 50 
Educational Items for 
Hebrew. Day Schools 

Catalog sent upOn re~uest 
Send $1.00 for handling to; 

Hebrew Academy Publications Dept. 
1860 South lay\or Ad. 

Cleveland Helg'hts, Ohio 44118 

Tombstone qf "Hakadosh Mordechai Ze'ev HaKohetn" 

eral, whose parents went to Eretz Yis- surprised. 
roeL were enrolled in yeshivas there, It turned out that the boys had em-
instead.) When they leave they are barkedonasearchfordetailsoftheir 
likely to be somewhat older than the newly-discovered Jewish roots. They 
first Yona Gedalia was. and, unlike wanted to know who they were, and 

they tlwught that they might.firui clues 
him, they are always met on arrival, in the local bels hakvaros. 
whether at an American airport or at The next Swlday, Reb Yona Gedalia 
Loci, by a friendly Jewish face and a andBoruchdroggedBoruch's very re-
hearty Jewish welcome. Rabbi luctnntgranc!father(remarriedtoagen-
Eisemann, a pioneer in the field who ffieJ along to the cemetery. At.first they 
has great expertise and vast expert- didn't accomplish much because the 

headstones were all in Russian, testt-
ence, often says. 'There are enough fying to the fact that the Jews of 
heart-warming success stories to jus- Kishinev between the wars were al-
tify all the time, treasure and talent ready legal Communists (-or at least 
that it takes to reach these young local controls dictated this practice). 
people." When prodded, tlwugh, the grandfa-

One winter's day last year, Reb ther remembered that there was a 
Yona Gedalia noticed two of his boys in separote section for the 49 victims of the 
earnest conversation. He did not yet Kishinevpogromof1903, mwderedthe 
know much Russian, but he decided to day Reb Yona Gedalia's great-gmndfa-
join them anyway. Baruch Bo brush ther cwne to the city. 
turned to him and asked, "What does With the old man as guide, they ft-
J .~ stand for?" (These letters, which nallyfound the section, but the broken-

h down gravestones were hard to read. 
appear on eadstones, stand for "po 
nikvar- here lies buried.") Engaging the grandfather in conversa-

"When were you in a Jewish cem- tion, Rabbi Yona Gedalia was able to 
etery?" Reb Yona Gedalia asked, quite elicit that the family name at one time 

was "Mordechovich" for "son of 
Mordechai." Scrowiging among the 

NOTICE 
The following is the text of article VI 
of the Beth Medrash Govoha, -Lake .. 
wood, N.J,. by~laws, which are- cur
rently in fuU force and effect, and are 
cauied out in practice. 

ARTICLE VI 
Beth -Medrash Govoha shall maintain 
a nondiscriminatory admissions policy 
and shaU at all times be in compliance 
with applicable federal, state and local 
regulations in regard to admissions, 
accommodation•, educational oppor
tunity, --student aid policies and 
emp1oyment. 
Qualified men of the Jewish 'faith are 
admitted to Beth Medrash Govoha and 
are uniformly -accorded all rights, 
privileges and benefits, without rega_rd 
to race, cofor, national or ethnic origin. 
Beth Medrash Govoha shall maintain 
a policy of Equal Opportunity in Em· 
ployment. 

fallen gravestones with this clue in 
hand, Reb Yona Gedalia was success
ful at last and the matzeiva of Baruch 
Bobrush's progenitor finnlly lay in.front 
of them, inscribed as follows: 
"Hakadosh Reb Mordechal ben Horav 
Dovid Hakohein Mondik, 23 Nissan 
5663." Above the words were etched 
two hands, positionedfor Birkas 
Kohanlm. 

Baruch burst out crying, and Reb 
Yona Gedalia's tears flowed too. Kiss
ing his student on the forehew:i he saltl 
gently, "Now that you know who you 
are, come awayjrom here. A Kohein is 
forbidden to be in a cemetery." 
One felt as though witnessing the 

fulfiJJment of the prophecy: 
"Uva'u ha'ovdim ... and those lost in 

the Land of Aslwr fin the north! will re
turn. .. and bow down to G-don the Holy 
Mountain." • 
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ADAY OF MYRIAD IMPLICATIONS 

M otza'ei Shabbos Parshas 
Vayishlach, 17 Kislev. 5702, 
eight days before Chanuka: 

Hitler's annies are only twenty miles 
from the Kremlin and German soldiers 
even joke about catching a bus to see 
Stalin. Stalin. no liiend of the Jews. is 
nevertheless vital to the safety of Jewiy. 
as well as the free world. If the Soviet 
capital falls. then the two-front war the 
Germans feared becomes only a one
front war. If Germany has to fight on 
only one front... the Implications are 
truly liightening to ponder. 

That same night-almost dawn
thousands of miles to the east. some
where in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean: six aircraft carriers have 
moved into position. On their decks 
and in their holds, some 350 modern 
fighter aircraft primed for action have 
received the go signal. Their target: 
Pearl Harbor. 

7:40 a.m .. Hawaii time: The Japa
nese achieve total surprise. In fact. 
surprise is so complete that even be
fore the first bomb is dropped. Squad-

Yaak.ov.Astor, ofMonseyN.Y., is apubllshed au
thor, whose article, "When A History Class Con
tains Torah Lessons,~wasfeaturedinJO, Dec. '90. 
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A Date on the Calendar 
That Rings of 1ragedy 

and Betrayal: 

Could It Also Be Seen As A 
Harbinger of Redemption? 

ran Commander Mitzuo Fuchida ra
dios back to the carriers the code 
words for victory: Tora! Tora! Tora/ 
(Tiger! Tiger! Tiger!) In under three 
hours, his pilots will wipe out much 
of the American Pactfic Fleet. It will 
truly be a day of infamy. 

However, even more infamous and 
insidious events are occurring on this 
day. Inside German occupied terri
tory. hundreds of miles behind the 
front lines. in the tiny town of 
Chelmno. a diabolical experiment is 
taking place. The hierarchies of 

YaakovAstor 

Nazidom have already ordered that 
the "final solution" to the Jewish 
question be Implemented. But. prac
tically speaking. can it be done? Can 
you get masses of people to walk into 
a death camp? Can you then exter
minate them using a minimum 
amount of ammunition and soldiers? 

InChelmnoonDecember7.1941, 
the Nazis find out that the answer to 
both questions is Yes. They transport 
scores of Jews under the guise that 
they are merely betngrelocated. They 
gas them tn specially made vans. His
torian Martin Gilbert points out that 
Chelmno was really the beginning of 
the Fmal Solution, the day the Nazis 
knew that their plans for making Eu
rope Judenreincould become reality. 

OBUVIOUS TO TIIE IMPORT 
OF lllSTORIC MOMENTS 

W e are helpless, hapless 
creatures. in the absence of 
vine perspective. Our help

lessness is even more pronounced 
during momentous events. Most 
people are powerless to fathom what 
is taking place about them. And the 
few who do have such an awareness 
are at a loss to understand. And the 
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rare individual who perhaps un
derstands the historic moment as 
it occurs, nevertheless Is almost 
sure to lack comprehension of all 
the implications. 

not have the slightest inkling of. 
When divergent threads of histori

cal movement, dancing and bobbing 
without seeming rhyme or reason, 
converge into a single moment such 
as December 7. 1941, even the ardent 
secularist is hard pressed to call it 
coincidence. Coincidence has been 
called a letter from G-d delivered 
anonymously. We have a specific 
term for such coincidence: hashga
cha prattis-Divine Providence-the 
acknowledgment that everything that 
happens happens because there is a 
Master Weaver expertly spinning a 

Caught up in the myopia of life, we 
simply cannot fully appreciate his
toric moments. Time, though, is a 
kind of divinity in that it affords us 
that over-arching perspective. Even 
the layman equipped with a time-en
dowed perspective can perceive pat
terns and forces that the most 
learned, perceptive person, trapped 
in the myopia of the moment, does 
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perfectly patterned tapestry. Some
times the pattern Is not immediately 
apparent. But we who know the 
Weaver have faith that the final de
sign will be awe-inspiringly evident. 

The truth is, however, that al
though we bandy about the words 
hashgacha prattis for every good oc
currence, we often shy away from in
voking the term when events seem to 
work against us. Is that fair? If G-d is 

Chelmno, December 7, 
19 41, really marked the 
beginning of the Final 
Solution, the day the Nazis 
knew that their plans for 
making Europe Judenrein 
could become realily. 

all-powerful enough to manipulate 
events for our good, does He "lose" His 
omnipotence when events work 
against us? Perceiving hashgacha 
prattis in good events Is valuable; 
however, it is relatively easy when all 
the parts fall into place. Knowing that 
hashgachaprattisis in full effect dur
ing bad events, though, is a higher 
level of understanding. It calls for 
faith. It requires believing that there 
is much more happening than meets 
the eye. Therefore, we must realize 
that hashgacha prattis-the Al
mighty's absolute power over every 
large and small detail of our lives--ls 
every bit in operation to bring about 
events such as the rtse of a Hitler as 
it is in bringing about his fall. 

It should come as little surprise, 
then, that although December 7, 
1941, appeared to be the bleakest of 
times, in reality the reverse is also 
true. Yes, Roosevelt himself did call it 
"a date which lives in infamy"; never
theless, in perfect 20-20 hindsight, 
we can say that the dark historical 
momentthatwasDecember7, 1941, 
was not at all completely dark. In fact, 
like the tiny flask of uncontaminated 
oil discovered by the Kohanim in 
Chanuka, it contained within it the 
most sublime luminescence. 
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GENERAL WINTER 

H itler's armies were within 
sight of the Kremlin. To the 
obseiver trapped in the un

certainty of that moment, things 
looked very bleak. At breakneck 
speed, the German panzers had raced 
through and trampled over thousands 
of square miles of Mother Russia. On 
the first day alone, over 1800 Russian 
aircraft had been destroyed, and by 
nightfall three infantry divisions (a di
vision consists of 10-20,000 soldiers) 
had simply vanished! Had the Fuhrer 
not diverted his armies, Moscow prob
ably would have been taken before the 
end of the summer, a scant two weeks 
after the initial offensive. Even with the 
diversion of his surging troops to other 
theaters of war that summer, by De
cember 6, Hitler's seemingly indomi
table armies were poised outside the 
Soviet capital, and on that day, the 
Nazi leader himself boasted, 'Today 
begins the last-the great-battle of 
this year." 

In retrospect, though, we know 
that all was not so bleak for the Allies. 
Hitler had overextended himself. His 
armies were ttred, low on supplies, 
inadequately clothed for winter, and 
becoming demoralized by one of the 
worst winters in Russian history-a 
winter which had set in earlier than 
usual. Guns froze, tanks wouldn't 
start, and some German soldiers 
even prayed that their generals would 
surrender. The cold would work so 
well to the Russians' favor that histo
rians would credit their victory not to 
military genius, but to that ultimate 
general of all Russian generals: "Gen
eral Wmter." 

The Germans would not only fail to 
gain Moscow, but the Russians 
would successfully counterattack 
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and gain back some important 
ground. They would still be four years 
away from victory, but on December 
7, 1941, momentum swung-imper
ceptibly perhaps, but undeniably
away from the Nazis, and they would 
never recover. 

THE SLEEPING GIANT 

T:ousands of miles away, over 
the warm skies of Hawaii, a 
similardefeat-with-the-seed-of

victory-within-it was taking place. 
Squadron Leader Fuchida had re-

Soviet troops on the Volkhov Front. about 250mi 
from Moscow. In December 1941 the Red Army 
attacked the German annies pressing on Moscow. 

turned safely to his carrier and 
awaited the signal from fleet com
mander Vice Admiral Chuichi 
Nagumo to renew the attack. Dock
yard installations and oil stores in 
Pearl Harbor were still largely intact. 
And the U.S. aircraft carriers, one of 
the primary targets of the mission, had 
not been hit or even discovered yet. 

Fuchida waited ... and waited. The 
signal never came. Nagumo's deci
sion to return to Tokyo without deliv
ering the real death blow is something 
historians still debate and wonder 
about to this day. 

Nevertheless, even without the re
newed assault, the original attack was 
devastating. Perhaps even more dev
astating than the destruction of the 
Pacific Fleet was America's loss of in
vincibility. The giant had been toppled, 
its aura of impregnability violated; so 
much so that civilians on the Pacific 
Coast were convinced that a Japanese 
Invasion would take place the very 
next day. Further reflective of the 
panic, American citizens of Japanese 
descent, no matter how patriotic, were 
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relocated to special camps, hundreds 
of miles inland. (No such actions were 
taken agamst Americans of German 
or Italian ancestry.) 

America had been rocked and 
badly shaken. But In the lucidity of 
hindsight, we understand what a 
godsend that dose of reality was. It 
awakened a sleeping giant. And that 
giant now entered a war it had here
tofore viewed with ambivalence. In
deed, to this day the rumor has not 
died that perhaps President Roosevelt 
knew about the surprise attack in 
advance, but let nothing be done so 
that It would rouse the people to put 
their full hearts Into grinding the Axis 
powers Into oblivion. 

And grind America did. The sur
prise attack aroused the world's num
ber one industrial and economic 
power like nothing else, changing for
ever the direction of World War II. 
Thus, with perfect hindsight, all can 
plainly see that the tragedy of Decem
ber 7, 1941, in Pearl Harbor harbored 
within It the seeds of vlctmyfor the free 
world, includin!! the remnant oflsrael. 

HASHKAFAH 
PUILICA TIONS 

When divergent threads 
of historical movement, 
dancing and bobbing 
without seeming rhyme 
or reason, converge into 
a single moment such as 
December 7, 19 41, even 
the ardent secularist is 
hard pressed to call it 
coincidence. 

THE FINAL SOLUTION AND 
REDEMPTION 

N ow we move on to the most 
problematic of the fateful 
events of December 7. 1941. 

Just as tragedy outside Moscow and 
In Pearl Harbor were seeds of fortune, 
somehow. In someway-whether I do 
justice to the explanation or not-the 
tragedy of Chelmno. too. harbored re
d emption. Most assuredly, not 
enough time has passed to compen
sate for our lack of divine perspective, 
and it Is perhaps presumptuous to 
suggest such dark events could con
tain light. but our emuna tells us that 
it must be so. 

"A person is obligated to say the 
blessing over bad happenings with 
the same joy as he says the blessing 
over good happenings." The question 
is not: Do we dare say that although 
six million died. X, Y and Z came out 
of it? The question is: What did come 
out oflt? and. when. In what context, 
will we be able to recognize that? 

Some people say. "Look. the fact is 
that right afterward, we regained con
trol over Eretz YisroeL" Others say: 
"The Holocaust is the only connection 
many Jews have to Judaism. Secular 
Jews have spent well over a billion 
dollars on Holocaust museums (and 
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only a fraction of that on Jewish edu
cation). Without that, what connec
tion would most of them have at all to 
a Jewish identity?" Still others con
tend: 'The entire Ba'al Teshuva Move
ment would not have come about had 
not the recent past shocked and 
awakened many of us into reexamin
ing who we are." 

All these and other reasons, 
though, seem totally insignificant by 
compartson to the loss. We are not to 
comfort a mourner before his loved 
one is buried, while the wound is still 
fresh. Our people still feel the wound 
of the Holocaust very deeply. While 
survivors and their children still 

The Russians would still 
be four years away from 
victory, but on December 
7, 1941, momentum 
swung-imperceptibly 
perhaps, but 
undeniably-away from 
the Nazis, and they 
would never recover. 

breathe, can we really say that any
thing is a compensation? We, as a col
lective entity, are just not ready. 

Even so, we must know, in our 
hearts at least, that the events of the 
night of December 7, 1941. in the 
town of Chelmno mark not only the 
beginning of the Flnal Solution, but 
somehow a solution to the Iiddle of 
the final redemption. Ttme and DMne 
perspective are yet needed to defini
tively point out how, but our survival 
today and our destiny as a people-
somehow, in some way-gain vitality 
from the ashes and lifeless bodies of 
our brothers and sisters buried be
neath Nazi-occupied European soil. 

THE MISSION OF EVIL 

Tiere are two ways to under
tand hashgacha prattis. The 

first is as a pertodic DMne in-

tervention into the natural ebb and 
flow of economic, political and military 
fortunes. That is the shallow under
standing. The deeper, truer under
standing of hashgacha prattis is that 
there is no reality other than Hashem 
The power of evil is an illusion. It is a 
pawn in the hands of its Maker, no less 
than anything else in creation. 

That lesson-that evil has no true 
reality because nothing exists outside 
of Hashem-ls brilliantly illuminated 
in a well-known Ghazal, which, "it so 
happens," addresses an event in the 
parsharead just hours before our day 
of infamy, Parshas Vayishlach. 

It was theeve before Yaakovwas to 

encounter his murderous brother 
Eisav and a horde of several hundred 
soldiers. Would he be able to coax him 
to peace or would he have to fight? 
The Torah tells us that Yaakov found 
himself alone when "a man" ap
proached. This man, Ghazal tell us, 
was really the angel of Eisav, the an
gel of evil. The two, Yaakov and the 
angel, wrestled with each other. The 
scuffle continued the entire night un
til Yaakov began to prevail. At dawn, 
the angel said, "Let me go, for dawn 
is breaking." Rashi, drawing on 
GhuUin 91 b, explains: "For dawn is 
breaking and I must sing shira, i.e. 
song-praises." Yaakov would not let 
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him go, though, and asked the angel 
its name, to which it replied: "Hence
forth you will be called Yisroel, for you 
have fought with G-d and man, and 
have prevailed." 

A very strange sequence. Imagine 
that the town bully confronts you in 
a dark alley. Nowhere else to run, you 
fight back. Not only do you hold him 
off, but after a long, bitter encounter, 
you get on top of him and pin him to 
the concrete! Then suddenly-at that 
moment-he says, "Oh, I think I hear 
my mother calling me. Let me go." 

That Is essentially what happened 
here: Just at the moment of truth, the 
angel says, "I have to sing shira to 
Hashem" Why at that moment? And 
how can a flesh and blood creature 
contend with a divine being? 

The explanation given is as follows: 
An angel is given one mission, and 
one mission only. It performs that 
mission and when it has completed 
its task, it goes before Hashem and 
sings shira. Eisav was evil incarnate. 
The angel representing him is the 
source of all evil in the world. Evil, 
though, is not an entity unto itself. It 
is not, as some religions would have 
it, an angel that rebelled against G-d 
and is running loose in the universe. 
Evil is a creation of G-d. It does not 
occur if G-d does not want it to. If it 
happens, G-d has a purpose in allow
ing it to take place. 

With perfect hindsight, 
all can plainly see that the 
tragedy of December 7, 
1941, in Pearl Harbor 
harbored within it the 
seeds of victory for the 
free world, including the 
remnant of Israel. 

The angel ofEisav, of evil, has one 
mission, one purpose: to lose to 
Yaakov. That is why, at the precise 
moment that Yaakov had finally and 
conclusively prevailed, it had to sing 
shira before Hashem It was not a co
incidence. Its mission had been com
pleted. It had been defeated by good
its only purpose. 

The rules have not changed since 
Yaakov confronted and defeated 
Eisav. And so the evil of those eight 
days prior to Chanuka 5702 proved to 
be temporary, nothing more than a 
passing shadow, no matter how dark 
its penumbra, no matter how destruc
tive its wake. Hitler's promised Thou
sand Year Reich lasted twelve years. 
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The eight days of Chanuka, on the 
other hand, teach us about the eter
nity of truth. A tiny flask of oil burns 
for eight days; a small band of pure
hearted men fight off the world's su
perpower. The message is that even a 
little pure light-a flesh and blood 
Yaakov, the eternal Pinteleh Yid-is 
enough to cast away the darkest of 
darknesses, and dispel evil's mythical 
power. Thus, Jews today light 
Chanuka candles just as we have 
done for over two thousand years. 

Events that seem to indicate evil's 
manifest destiny can transform into 
circumstances of its manifest col
lapse. And even if, G-d forbid, the evil 
proliferates and gains a temporary 
foothold, the cure is prepared before 
the illness, the bandage before the 
wound. Evil's dominion is temporary, 
conditional-and always part of a 
much larger picture. 

PERSONAL LESSONS 

F:r the reader hoping to find in 
this essay a definitive answer 
to the question, Why the Holo

caust? there is a disappointing 
response: I am not the one to supply 
it. There is, however, a great personal 
lesson herein. And that I can point out. 

Within a single individual's life
time, there are moments-probably 
the majority of moments-when one 
lives myopically, swamped under the 
pile of daily responsibilities, not 
knowing where events come from and 
where they are leading. And then 
there are those special times of en
lightenment when we soar above who 
we are at the moment-when a vista 
emerges, and we catch sight of our
selves and all that we truly can be. 

In the aftermath, we are faced with 
a great question: Should I remain the 
way I am-i.e. liverealistically? After all, 
I don't want to be a hypocrite. I don't 
want to consider myself to be more 
than I am. I may try to be something I 
am not, and fail.... Or, on the other 
hand, should I risk change and strive 
for an ideal that! do not know I can ever 
live up to? The question here is not re
ally one of extremes. Neither un
checked idealism nor uninspired real
ism is good. The question is: How are 
we to view ourselves in general? Are we 
primarily realists who periodically feel 
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Pile of clothes belonging to pri.sonersfrom the Dachau concentration cwnp. 

yearnings for the ideal? Or are we pri
marily idealists who temper our ideal
ism with periodic reality checks? 

I believe we must be idealists at 
heart. We must think in terms of ac
complishing the impossible. And we 
have good reason to think in such 
terms. Evil is a mirage; it is Eisav, our 
mirror image-our vel}' twin-who is 
nothing but a personal, perfectly 
crafted obstacle designed to be de
feated. We were meant to defeat him. 
In fact, only when we attempt to do so 
do we unlock the hidden potentially
ing dormant within the recesses of 
the soul. Thus, Yaakov's victol}' led to 
self-knowledge of the highest order
a knowledge supplied by the vel}' evil 
itself-that he had a higher destiny, 
that he was to be called "Ylsroel." His 
victol}' over evil led to the revelation 
of a new strength, a strength sprtng
ing from the depths of his own con
cealed personality. 

Each of us has a mission that we 
were sent to this world to fulfill. That 
mission is there. within the grasp of 
our own personal vision. Most of the 
time, however, that vision is clouded, 
buried as it is under our daily chal
lenges and obstacles. The vista seems 
further away than ever. And then the 
rationalizations come, followed by 
doubt-the disbelief in our own per
sonal goal to the point that we despise 
it more than anything else. 

A personal vision should never be 
discarded. Perhaps you have many 
rationalizations as to why you are not 
seeing that vision. Perhaps you see it, 
but have begun to doubt it. Or per
haps you have already long given up 
on it. Don't. Your current situation is 
not your ultimate potential. Maybe 
you need a good jolt. Maybe you need 
an Eisav to challenge it out of you. 
But your personal vision is a source 
for superhuman strength. Tap into it. 
Never give up on it. 

Perhaps it is not natural to live ide
alistically. We, however, were not cre
ated to be natural. G-d created us 
with the ability to intuit a reality be
hind the veil of superficial appear
ance&-and to do something about it. 
Evil is, above all else, a constriction 
of vision-myopia. When we burst 
through our inner, often self-imposed 
barriers, the cloud disappears, the fog 
lilts, and the path to who we really are 
is more open than ever. 

Uke the vision of the individual, the 

vision of a people-especially of an 
eternal people-must never be buried 
or covered up. True, December 7, 
1941, was a day of infamy for Jewl)'. 
Yet. at the same time, it contained 
within it the Vel}' elements that would 
eventually end the infamy. In the end, 
then, "There is nothing to fear but fear 
itself." Indeed, there is no such thing 
as a day of infamy, because there is no 
infamy. There is only the day, sowing 
the sparkle oflight that shines even in 
the darkness. • 

Jenny Reynolds, a young South 
African convert to Judaism, joins the 
"March of the Living" for a pilgrimage 
to the scenes of the holocaust, which 
promises to become an experience 
that she would never forget. And 
indeed it does! 

During an unscheduled stopover in Switzerland, Jenny is 
shocked to discover that there may be a dark secret buried in her 
family's past. An evasive aunt in Zurich and a mysterious elderly 
uncle who works as a watchmaker in Munich only add to the 
mystery. Suddenly, Jenny is besieged by disturbing questions 
that give her no rest. 

Frightened of what she might discover, Jenny shuttles des
perately between the tragic world of the holocaust survivors and 
the sinister world of modern day Germany and its resurgent Nazi 
movement. Whichever way she turns, she finds herself a stranger 
to her people. 

Also by Ruth Benjamin: 
On a Golden Chain and Yesterday's Child 

C.l.S. PUBLISHERS • 180 PARK AVENUE • LAKEWOOD, NI 08701 
(908) 905-3000 • FAX (908) 367-6666 
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Rabbi Moshe Eisemann 

From lhe River K'var 

Commentary on Yechezkel, by 
RavDr.JosephBreuer. 777, translated 
by Gertrude Hirschler, (Feldheim, 
Jerusalem-SpringValley, N.Y .. 1993, 
$22.95) 

WHY STUDY TANACH, ANYWAY? 

Seueral vignettes. 

A bachurwas going through some 
rocky times in yeshiva. He just didn't 
feel able to put in the long hours, 
which often spell the difference be
tween the humdrum and exhilarat
ing. He was depressed, he was angry 
and, worst of all, he was on a down
ward slide. It happens, and it's always 
sad to see. 

I suggested a daily seder in 
Tanach. It would fill his time and
just possibly-his soul. He wouldn't 
have any of it. "Rebbe," he said, "all 
they ever tell you is not to serve idols. 
Right now, serving idols is the least of 
my problems!" 

Here is another one. 
I came across a former talmid, an 

eleventh grader, looking downcast. I 
asked him what had happened. He 
had been given a zero in a Mishlei test 

Rabbi F'ffmann, a Rehbein Yeshiva Ner Israel of 
Baltimore. is author of the translation and com
mentruy of the ArtScroll-Mesorah Yechezkel and 
Divrei Hayamim I. His ~Dawn Breaks Over 
Yurmala" appeared in JO, Aprtl '90. 
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to the Main 
and lhe Hudson 

A Review Article on Rav Breuer's Commentary to 
Yechezkel on the Occasion of its Publication in 

English 'lranslation 

and didn't like it a bit. "It's not fair! I 
know all the mussar. It's just the 
words that I got all wrong." 

And here is the saddest-and most 
significant--0f all. 

For a number of years I taught a 
seminar for Tanach teachers who 
were interested in improving their 
performance. Each time, my opening 
gambit was the same, and each time 
I felt shattered by the results. I would 
begin the opening session by request
ing the teachers to assign a grade to 
the Tanach program in their respec
tive schools. The marks usually 
ranged in the vicinity of a C. Next, I 
asked them what might be the reason 
for the poor showing. Typical answers 
centered upon the children's poor at
titude towards a "minor"; the lack of 
time; unadvantageous scheduling 
and the like. 

Tanach, most of these teachers 
felt, was the stepchild of the system. 

Then I would ask the following: 
What do you perceive as the purpose 
of teaching Tanach? Why do you 
teach Tanach? What do you want to 
convey to your students? What do 
you want to accomplish with them? 

Invariably the answers ran the 
gamut of the following: It is part of To
rah. It teaches good middos. The chil
dren need to know their history and 
thosepeoplewhoweresignillcantinthe 
building and formation of our 
Peoplehood. And so on, and on, and on. 

It seemed to me that these teach
ers had no real notion of what pre
cisely it was that they were supposed 
to be doing. They themselves rcitlized 
that their answers were ad hoc and 
not at all the product of careful and 
involved reflection. They were failing 
to inspire their students because they 
themselves remained untouched and 
therefore untransformed by our 
Kisvei HaKodesh (Scripture). 

Invariably, they would return the 
ball to my court. What did Tanach 
mean tome? 

My answer, and it is admittedly an 
idiosyncratic one, was that I looked 
upon Tanach as a love letter sent by 
G-d to His people. It reflects a rela
tionship that leaves no experience 
untouched, no joy or sorrow un
shared. It is suffused by passionate 
caring. It is concerned with the past 
because history is the crucible in 
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which destiny is forged. It looks to the 
future because in it our experiences, 
our sufferings and our loyalties will 
find vindication. 

It is the totality of Jewish wisdom 
and Jewish experience. We must 
lose ourselves in it if we are to find 
ourselves. 

That is why we teach Tanach 

AREBBEWHOTEACHES 
WITH SILENCE 

I f! haveaRebbein TanaclL itls the 
late and revered Rav Dr. Joseph 
Breuer through the medium of his 

commentary to the BookofYechezkeL 
I do not know 
whether he would 
at all agree to the 
definition I offered 
above, and cer
tainly have no 
right to burden 
him with my own 
imperfect percep
tions. But every 
page of that im
mortal work leads 
us by the hand to 
find our 
Jewishness and 
our self-defini
tion, our past and our future, our 
hopes and our duties-especially our 
duties-in the words of the prophet. 

Not a pasuk but that it guides and 
goads us; not a word but that It and 
only it (no other would do) unerringly 
finds Its mark in our hearts. 

Rav Breuer could not conceive of a 
Judaism-lived Jewishly-which did 
not look to Kisvei HaKodesh for the 
assumptions, the values, the goals 
and the dreams which were to strum 
Its rhythms, give body and focus to Its 
aspirations. For him, Tehillim and 
Chobbakuk, Mishlei and Shoftim
each of the twenty-four ornaments 
with which a tabnidchachmnmust be 
bedecked if he Is to be worthy of that 
name (Tanchwna, KiSisah 16)-were 
as fresh and vital, and as necessary, 
as a current road map. 

The roots of Rav Breuer's thought 
are bedded deeply in the fertile soil of 
Hirschian text analysis, Hirschian 
sense of history, and, above all and 
beyond all, Hirschian Ylras Shamoyim 
and earnest sense of seivice. The fruits 

grow from a faultless ear for linguistic 
nuance and the courageous creativity 
whichisthelotofonewhoknowshim
self to be anchored in hallowed ground 
and unerringly guided along a path 
pointed true and straight by the tradi
tion hy which he is impelled. 

I use the word "courageous" ad
visedly. 

If, In general, the ability to remain 
silent is a mark of strength, then on 
the part of a commentator it borders 
on the heroic. For me, the most im
portant segment of Rav Breuer's com
mentary is the one In which he says 
nothing at all. Where others have at
tempted to grapple In one form or an

other with the 
daunting Merkaua 
sections with 
which Yechezkel's 
prophecy opens, 
Rav Breuer's solu
tion is almost 
childishly simple 
and, at the same 
time, profoundly 
wise. 

He is silent. 
After a short In

troductory sen
tence: " ... Let us 
rather remain 

humbly silent...," he says nothing at 
all in explanation of the unexplain
able. 

For a generation In which very little 

teacher. We could close the book right 
here, and our lives would still have 
been indelibly marked. 

And it is Rav Breuer the teacher 
who gives body and focus to Rav 
Breuer the commentator. We sense a 
deep caring for his reader/ student, a 
willing shouldering of weighty re
sponsibilities, and awareness that 
lives need to be directed, ideas honed, 
hopes and passions ignited. 

YECHEZKEL'S SILENCE ON 
BABYLON'S FATE 

B ut ideas free-floating in some 
spiritual ether will Inevitably 
wander off. The line between 

earnest searching and self-indulgent 
musing can be quite thin. Conjecture 
needs to be tethered in the earthy 
fastness of a text !Ovingly read and 
carefully listened to. 

What ls said is important; what is 
not said may be even more significant. 

Of Babylon's ultimate downfall. 
Yechezkel says nothing. Of the pros
pect that after seventy years of exile, Is
rael could expect to return to its land
again nothing. Themes that give 
Yirmiyalm's histiography a robust feel 
of immediacy and relevance, find no 
resonance at all in Yechezkel's vision. 

Why? 
Rav Breuer has an answer. El

egant In its simplicity, profoundly 
moving In its implications. 

remains off
bounds, in which 
ideas that should 
only be whispered 
among the holy, 
initiated few, are 
freely bandied 
about In popular
ized and vulgarized 
abandon, it is salu
tary and of bound
less significance 
that a Gadol 
BaTorah displays 
such reticence. 

··J'h~.r8Qts()fRQ\(Bteuer's 
.tlJ~ght~~~~ecl 
· ... d~i1ttlt~feftile.~ilof 

First. the easy 
part: These sub
jects were taboo 
for Yechezkel. 
Babylon was his 
home. In contrast 
to Ylrmlyahu who 
was fighting a 
rear-guard action 
in Jerusalem's 
streets to prevent 
the destruction of 
the city, Yechezkel 
was physically 
and emotionally 

~l~hia?~.~n<J~is( 
Hl.rst;~i<Jn~.nse()f History, 
ard, al#'e<Jll(lnd 
· ~ond Qll, H.i.rschian 
Yir;as SnaT.~m Cl"~ 
~mest senseofserviee. 

Those empty 
lines are full of some very important 
lessons. That silence speaks to us of 
an Ineffable beyond. Boundaries are 
established; a sense of propriety com
municated. Before we even begin to 
immerse ourselves into the commen
tary, Rav Breuer has become our 

located among the 
exiles hy the banks of the River Kvar. 
Ylnniyahu had taught that we are to 
"Seek the welfare of the city to which I 
have exiled you and pray to Hashemin 
its behalf." And so Yechezkel (thus Rav 
Breuer, and as an object-lesson in 
Hilchos Derech Eretz we would do well 
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to listen) could not, in good conscience, 
have engaged them. 

But these very constraints, far from 
inhibiting the sweep of his vision, im
pelled it to a contemplation of those 
questions which lay then, as they lie 
now in our go1us existence, just be
neath the surface. Geographical, po
litical, military realities are, after all, 
only a very thin veneer that history 
cobbles onto our essential being. 

It is at the level of the essential that 
things really happen. 

If Yirmiyahu was fighting for the 
Jewish land, Yechezkel was fighting 

.. · ·.: . : . : '. ... . : : :·. . . . . . . 

for the Jewish soul. His was a dual vi
sion. With sickening clarity he saw 
the disgusting depravities to which a 
people-his people-could sink and 
had, in the subterranean passage
ways of Jerusalem, sunk (ch.8). But 
his gaze was riveted beyond the 
present horrors. He saw a return to 
the land, a rebuilding of a Temple, a 
future fraught with promise-and 
with question marks (chs. 40-48). 

So much would hang in the bal
ance. Would the return home flower 
into permanence or become just an
other waystation in the dreadful trek 

·.·.·. . ·.· ... ............. 

You CAN G1vE A WHOLE NEW MEANING 
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'l 

·. ·:. ·: . . 
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through the Midbar HaAmin (ch.20)? 
Would the temple which they would 
erect wlth so much love and so much 
sacrifice become the edifice of his 
dreams or, once more, crash under 
the ten1ble burden of its emptiness? 

Thus, Rav Breuer's perception of 
the entire thrust of Yechezkel's 
prophecies-based on something 
that Yechezkel do not say. 

It is Rav Breuer the 
teacher who gives body 
and focus to Rav Breuer 
the commentator. We 
sense a deep caring for 
his reader I student, a 
willing shouldering of 
weighly responsibilities, 
and awareness that lives 
need to be directed, 
ideashoned,hopesand 
passions ignited. 

A RELEVANCE THAT 
TRANSCENDS MILLENNIA 

cording to the Editor's Pref
ce, this commentary was first 
ublished in 1921. At that 

time no one could have had any in
kling of the momentous upheavals 
that have become the commonplaces 
of our own experience. Nevertheless, 
the book ls filled with insights that 
give new and urgent import to the dic
tum of the Sages that those prophe
cies that have been preserved for us 
in Tanachare the ones that we would 
need to guide us through the ages 
(Megilla l 4a). 

A case in point, as fresh as 
tomorrow's headline. 

There are a number of chapters in 
the book that are filled with the awful 
premonitions of the destruction 
which was to overtake the Land ofls
rael. Chapter Six ranks among the 
saddest. 

This prophecy is addressed to the 
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"mountains of Israel'' to 
its "hills, ravines and val
leys." 

Why? 
Radak feels that it is 

because it was mainly 
the mountains which 
were the scene of the 
widespread idol worship 
which the prophet casti
gates in this chapter. 

Perhaps this is so in 
terms of the demands of 
p'shat. 

Ideas free-Rooting in some spiritual ether 
will inevitably wander off.The line between 
earnest searching and self-indulgent musing 
can be quite thin. Conjecture needs to be 
tethered in the earthy fastness of a text 
lovingly read and carefully listened to. 

interest and en
gages our con
cerns. It confronts 
us with some pretiy 
pointed questions. 
To what extent are 
we, ourselves, be
ing addressed by 
the Yechezkel's 
warnings? 

THE VARIOUS 
REACHES OF 

"ADAM" IN THE 
FUTURE But this would give 

this particular prophecy a very nar
row range. We recall my young friend 
who felt that he did not really need to 
be weaned away from idolatry. If he 
were to come across this chapter, he 
might not look at it at all or, 1f he did 
make the attempt, would leave it, 
mystified and frustrated. What did it 
have to tell him? 

Rav Breuer hears a different mes
sage: 'The people of Israel had iden
tified itself with its natural environ
ment; it had come to regard its 
mountains, its hills, its head waters 

and its valleys as if they represented 
the nation itself. They believed that 
they could draw strength from their 
homeland. The bond that once had 
tied them to the Sanctuary now was 
broken. Zion's sacred altar stands 
deserted: Israel prostrates itself be
fore the altars of nature in abject 
worship." 

Something to think about! By this 
original, but entirely natural reading 
of the text, the prophecy has been 
turned into a vital message to our 
own generation-to us. It grips our 

Let us now make a connection 
that Rav Breuer does not make 
in so many words, but which is 

surely implicit in his approach. 
If Chapter Six is one of the sad

dest in the book, Chapter Thirty-six 
Is surely one of the most joyous. It 
sings of a reborn land, of trees 
heavy with fruits, of tilled fields rich 
with promise, of bustling cities ris
ing up from the ruins of a ravaged 
land. And this chapter, too, is ad
dressed to the "mountains oflsrael"; 
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it too speaks to Its "hills, ravines 
and valleys." 

What has happened along the 
way? 

Verses ten and eleven hold the key, 
They speak of those who are to popu
late this paradise: adam and adam 
u'beheima will multiply upon it 

Who is adam and who adam 
u'beheimain this context? 

Any commentator of this book 
must, very early on, come to grips with 
aveiybasicquestion, WhyisYechezkel 
always called, uniquely among the 
prophets, Ben Adam? Somehow-it 
cannot be otherwise-this name must 
be part of the message, 

Rav Breuer has the following to 
say: In Psalm 80, 18, Israel is de
scribed as BenAdam, the son of hu
manity, the first son of a future gen
eration of humanity awaiting the 
hour of rebirth. It is only in this sense 
that G-d chose Israel, "not in order to 
imply rtjection of the rest of mankind, 
but to help all men attain the most 
lofty goals of salvation," That is why 
Yechezkel. the prophet of the Bayis 
Shlishi, the Third Sanctuaiy that will 
arise some day and remain for all 
eternity, is primarily described as Ben 
Adam (ch,2), 

Adam, then, is one who " ... realizes 
the ideal of pure humanity on earth," 
(ch,36) 

What of adam u'beheima? It "im
plies a noble seed that still includes 
base admixtures, but G-d is continu
ally at work to overcome these flaws 
and to refine the ultimate product," 
(ch.36) 

The implications of the theme of 
universality with which these read
ings of adam, Ben Adam and adam 
u'beheirnaimbue the book and many 
of Its topics, are legion, Their discov
ery, amplification and analysis are 
some of the delights that await the 
careful and caring reader of this com
mentary, 

THE LAND AND THE SANCTUARY 

for ourselves, we are ready to 
etum to the theme which we 
ave undertaken to explore 

here, Why is Chapter Thirty-six ad
dressed to the land? 

It must be-it cannot be other-

wise, given the correspondence be
tween the headings of the two chap
ter&-that Yechezkel Is envisioning a 
time when the land itself becomes an 
extension of the Sanctuaiy which it 
had once replaced as the focus of the 
people's loyalties. Indeed, the adam 
and the adam u'beheima of the fu
ture will. as Israel's inhabitants did 
in the dreadful past, "identify them
selves with its natural environment," 
But that environment will now re
flect and radiate a sanctity which 
had once been limited to the Holy 
Temple. 

The Land oflsrael will be no more 
than an extension of the Temple of 
the future, 

Rav Breuer has such a vision, In a 
daring exposition of the division of the 
land of the future among the twelve 
tribes (ch, 48), he detects a reenact
ment of the degalim (formation of the 
tribes) of our desert wanderings, 
Once more, as in the past, our self
definition will be determined by our 
orientation toward the Sanctuaiy in 
our midst; once more we will be, 
openly and proudly, the bearers of 
G-d's explicit message to man, 

T he Talmud (Berachos 28b) 
exhorts us to prevent our 
children from indulging in 

higayon (superficiality), In his first ex
planation, Ras hi maintains that that 
reference is to the stucty of Tanach. It 
is machsha-lt attracts and can be
come a time-consuming passion, In 
our generation, which pays such 
scant attention to the study of 
Tanach, this fear seems almost 
anachronistic, Do we really sense a 
danger that there might be an over
indulgence by our children in this 
kind ofleaming? 

With the publication of Rav 
Breuer's works, and, it is to be hoped, 
those of others among the great 
Tanachexpositorswhodrewtheirin
spiration from the Hlrschian school of 
thought-Rabbi Yoseph Carlebach 
comes to mind-the attraction Is once 
more real. 

The serious and thoughtful reader 
will find much to engage his mind, 
The Commentary to Yechezkel is a 
book that he will find difficult to put 
down, • 
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DGJ 
the 

Uommuniuation 
••• 

-LETfERS AND A RESPONSE 

TheMay, '93issueofThe 
Jewish Observer featured 
an article regarding the 

differences in mode of expression 
and general perspective between 
those who had the good fortune to 
be born and brought up in a frum 
home, andba'alei teshuva, and the 
problems that result from this 
communication gap. The article 
inspired an unusually large 
volume of mail, some of it critical 
of Mr. Wolfson'spresentation, 
some welcoming the discussion, 
others expanding on the topic. We 
present in the pages that follow 
some representative letters, and 
the author's response. 

THE BA'ALTESHUVAPROCESS: 
CONCEPTUAL EASE, 

PRACTICAL CONFUSION 

To the Editor 
As a ba'alas teshuva. I read the ar

ticle, "Brtdging the Communication 
Gap in the Teshuva Process" by 
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Benyamin Wolfson, with much inter
est. I would like to add a few insights. 
Firstly, there are many of us who 
haven't any difficulty with the con
cept of Hashem performing miracles. 
The stereotype that we have this dif
ficulty due to our secular background 
is simply incorrect and demeaning. 
Through our secular studies, be they 
science, philosophy, psychology or 
even math, we can fathom that the 
world is exquisitely profound and of 
a miraculous nature. In fact, this in
sight is the prime motivation for 
ba'alei teshuva to believe in Hashem 
and become frum. Therefore, for 
many of us, the idea of Hashem part
ing the Red Sea poses little concep
tual difficulty. 

I personally find the practical is
sues that I encounter on almost a 
daily basis, most difficult. For ex
ample, before Pesach, my neighbor's 
six-year-old son was playing in my 
house. As he was building with 
blocks, he said, "So, are you 
gebrochts or not?" I asked him to tell 
me what the term "gebrochts" meant. 
He went into a rather lengthy expla
nation ending with a repetition of his 
question, "So, are you gebrochts or 
not?" At this point I felt so confused 
that I knelt down next to him and 
asked, "Well, what do you think I 
should do?" 

Gebrochts or not gebrochtS? Cholov 

Yisroel or not? Videos? Magazines? 
The questions are endless. It seems to 
be in the grey areas of day-to-day liv
ing that I and many of my friends get 
most stuck. In addition, although I am 
veiy fortunate in that I have support
ive family and welcoming, }Tum in
laws, many of us do not. As a result, 
on the positive side, we tend to form 
deep and close friendships, thus serv
ing as each others' extended family. 
On the negative side, many sorely feel 
the lack of.frumrelatives and the back
ing and strength that having such 
connections would provide. Thus, 
many of us have a great need for 
Rebbe'im, individuals, and families to 
serve as role models who give counsel 
and support. Realizing this, Mr. 
Wolfson ended his article implortng us 
to pray to Hashem to send these 
people into our lives. I implore these 
people to respond to our prayers. 

MRs. LISA TRACHTENBERG 
Brooklyn. NY 

BT ARTICLE WIDENS 
THE COMMUNICATION GAP 

To the Editor: 
As a ba'alas teshuva (B11. I have 

been on the receiving end of situa
tions where the frum from birth 
(FFBs) were only too happy and help
ful to mekarev me, but once I was well 
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on my way to mainstreamftumkeit I 
was no longer good enough to be in
volved with socially. The elitist feeling 
was definitely palpable. 

I also have had the misfortune of 
being in earshot of such comments 
as. "She's so praiseworthy! And to 
think that she's a ba' alas teshuva!" or 
"Hey Yoss!, those pajamas are so 
funny. You look like a ba'al teshuva!" 
or "I don't like that shub--too many 
ba'alei teshuva!" 

There is definitely, already. a com
munication gap, but I can't help but 
feel that Mr. Wolfson's article widens 
it For instance, comparing the ba' al 
teslu.uxis thought processes to that of 
an autistic person's is a picture 
painted in the FFB's mind that is to
tally unnecessary and terribly rein
forcing in some cases. 

I also did not have any problem 
"feeling" Jewish as he states is typi
cal of the ba' al teshuva. My "feeling" 
is what drove me to investigate Juda
ism. It was not of lesser quality or 
duller shine than that of any FFB. 

In addition. I do not feel that I ever 
dedicated my life to shekker before I 
becamefrum. Admittedly, there were 
perspectives I had that were based in 
shekker, but as a thinking, intelligent 
human being, I had not dedicated my 
life to them. Yes, I was delighted to 
learn the emes and develop myself in 
ftumkeit but I also feel that I brought 
attributes and assets with me that 
were examples to FFBs with whom I 
came in contact. Anyone who, as he 
states, ''writes the letter home about 
the wonders of Torah" was most likely 
lacking in sensitivity and sensibility 
in the first place. I remember trying 
to choose the path ofleast resistance 
withmyfamily, many times. It wasn't 
easy, and I did make mistakes. but I 
did not alienate my family. 

Yes. newly .frwn people must be 
aware of whose advice they seek. One 
may be new at making Kiddush or 
tackling a difficult Tosefos, but one's 
ingrained ability to analyze and forge 
and maintain relationships is not 
suddenly handicapped by the 
teshuva process. 

I feel Mr. WollSon's article reflects 
his limited experience and not the 
broad spectrum of ba' alei teshuva. 

NAME WITHHELD BY REQUESr 
Baltimore, MD 
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THE BA'AL TESHUVA'S PAST ASA 
CONTRIBUTION TO ms 

FURTHER GROWTH 

To the Editor: 
"Bridging the Gap in the Teshuva 

Process" offers the traditional "us and 
them" analysis of the Teshuva pro
cess. There is no disputing Mr. 
WolfSon's statement that "the person 
involved in the leshuva process will 
not see or experiences things in the 
same manner as the person seeped in 
a Torah society." Mr. Wolfson rests 

much of the difference on what he 
describes as "feeling" Jewish. 

What does it feel like to be Jewish? 
ls it consciousness born of a special 
lifestyle and set of experiences and 
family-based expectations? Is it an at
titude and mindset, isolated in a pure 
form, or is it an emotional and physi
cal experience heightened by con
trasts and comparisons among differ
ing experiences and expectations? 

Our people return to their roots by 
many different paths. Some feel that 
they have reached a spiritual dead 
end in life. Others experience a per-
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sonal tragedy. Still others use an in
tellectual spark as a springboard to 
gradual return and growth. Some ac
quire their garb overnight and others 
accept the yoke slowly. For many, 
"na'aseh v'nishmci' is taken as in
tended: Action precedes knowledge 
and understanding-and frequently 
the gulf Is never bridged. For some, it 
is a piecemeal approach with nishma 
quickly following na' aseh, and the 
"Jewish feeling" growing accordingly. 

I reject the analogy made by Mr. 
Wolfson of the autistic child and the Bf. 
The simplistic argument is made that 
the Bf cannot, during the initial stages 
of teshuva, "incorporate'" Torah 
thought and values into his 
"worldview." In fact, l believe that it is 
the suppression of this Torah/ 
worldvlew perspective that seriously 
retards the development of the Bf, and, 
in subsequent generations, erases the 
invaluable insight brought to "being 
Jewish" by the Bf himself. His inabil
ity to transfer his experience and 
unique Torah perspective to his chil
dren is a tragic loss for the Jewish 
people-a loss that manifests itself in 
disrespect, pre-judgment and the 
many other aveiros we perpetrate 
agamst our fellow Jews in the name of 
Torah-true observance. Where we 
learn rnussarto become more aware of 
such missteps, we simultaneously rel
egate those with a heightened, but dif
ferent perspective to second-class st&
tus, r"1ecting what they bring to "feel
ing Jewish" and sanitizing their expe
rience by "lobotomizing" their past. 

That Mr. Wolfson and others focus 
on overcoming "Western rationality" 
in the Bf is a misdirection of energy. 
BY making the leap to teslu.wa, the Bf 
has already declared that he is deal
ing with this problem. Precious rew of 
our teachers have the perspective to 
offer more than enough to allow the 
candidate to work out his conflicts 
himself. Teachers and rebbes would 
be better advised to focus on develop
ing the relationship between the Bf 
and his past. !tis this positive under
standing of where he has been that 
will allow him to draw from experi
ence and strengthen his faith. After 
all, it is not by chance that he has 
come this route, and his gift of per
spective must be exercised to the ben
efit of his people. 
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I would also argue that the differ
ence between Jewish education and 
secular, experiential education is not 
so great as na'aseh v'nishma vs. 
nishma v'na'aseh If fact the secular 
world also teaches us to do what is 
right first, and then to try to under· 
stand it. The difference is in making 
a determination of what is right. In 
one world the measure is Torah, in 
the other, the right choice is that 
which gets you the desired result
even though that result may be quite 
contrary to our beliefs. In one case 
the motivation is spiritual, in the 
other, it may well appear to be spiri
tual too, though not with the same 
foundation. Th.is beingthe case, per
haps the distance between the 
"worldview" and Torah perspectives 
of the BT and the FFB are not as 
great as might be portrayed. 

It should also be noted that "mas
tering a particular level of obser
vance" so that it becomes part of the 
routine, releases the BT from the con
flict and memoty of pre-observance. 
The Rambam's "complete" BT 
achieves his "conversion" by con
fronting the same situation a second 
time and overcoming it. The fact that 
he remembers and confronts his past 
with each action is the essence of his 
teshuva and the reason that no other 
Jew "can stand in his place." 

I would caution teachers that, in the 
Brs rush to find role models, he will fo
cus on negative as well as positive prac
tices and middos. He may emulate 
them blindly, or his critical/analytical 
nature may lower his esteem for you. I 
would encourage you to take the posi
tion of guide, rather than role-model. 
As such, you can develop a "compos
ite" role-model for your student to 
which no individual teacher need be 
held accountable. I have seen too many 
examples of would-be role-models 
whose failure to measure up in one or 
more areas, clones a student with the 
same failings. 

One further suggestion: At the pro
posed session convened by a yeshiva 
for its beginner BTs, make it clear to 
the students that while Torah is pri
mary, one mustnotlose sight of one's 
individual identity. The student will 
be changing and evo!Ving, but will be 
bringing a lot to the party as well
and it is something that Torah learn-

ing and practice ought not replace. 
but identify and enhance. 

R!CKARONS 
Skokie, IL 

BTSAND FFBS: GROWING 
TOGETHER IN THE 
TESHUVAPROCESS 

To the Editor: 
It was with a sense of gratitude 

that I read Benyamin Wolfson's excel
lent article. I appreciated at last to 
read an article addressing the inner, 
more personal dimension of the 
teshuva process. its effects upon the 
individual and his relationships with 
others. Ba'alei teshuva are partici
pants in our lectures and guests at 
our Shabbatonim but they are also 
our wives. our husbands, our close 
relatives and our friends. It is one 
thing for a religious Jew to attempt to 
reach a student or befriend a Russian 
neighbor, but it is quite another for an 
FFB to be in daily contact with a BT 
in a highly personal relationship, 
such as within the family framework. 
Kiruv material is invaluable for use 
with those more emotionally distant 
from us, but something much more 
profound and sensitive on the subject 

of the teshuva process is needed to 
aid tn understanding the BT who is 
truly close to us--especially if that BT 
is one's spouse. 

In his article, Mr. Wolfson percep
tively notes that "the person involved 
in the teshuva process will not see or 
experience things in the same man
ner as the person steeped in a Torah 
society." This is quite true. not only 
for the BT but also for many an FFB 
who has grown in his or her .frumkeit 
over the years. (Indeed, every Jew 
must constantly strive to grow and in 
that sense must be a ba'al teshuva.) 
Of course, for the BT the difference in 
perception will be that much more 
drastic and thus that much more 
threatening to the FFB spouse, who 
is often left wondering whether he/ 
she has chosen wisely in martying a 
non-FFB {even though the FFB 
knows that the BT is on an tncredible 
spiritual plane and must be greatly 
admired for taking up the yoke of 
mitzuos}. Although husband and wife 
may not always see eye-to-eye in 
marriage, a basic agreement in ap
proach to hashkafa and halacha is 
essential to shalom bayis. 

As the author asserts, many BTs 
explain that they have chosen Torah 
Yiddishkeit because they believed 
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they should secure a place for them
selves in the historical continuity of 
the Jewish People; or because they 
decided that G-d must really be re
sponsible for the world after all (and 
thus their birth as Jews was no acci
dent); or because they enjoyed their 
families and work but looked for spili
tual fulfillment in addition. It Is ques
tionable, however, whether most of 
them felt that "their lives were dedi
cated to shekker" (even if, from an 
FFB's viewpoint, they were). And so it 
is that many BTs find It difficult to to
tally reject the world they come from, 
replete with many alien hashkajos 
and often-negative stereotypes of the 
Orthodox Jew. 

The FFB believes in the World of 
Torah Judaism-and he is a player 
who roots for his team-even if he is 
aware that that world Is imperfect be
cause people are imperfect. The BT, on 
the other hand, will not necessarily 
see, as Mr. Wolfson writes, " ... the To
rah world as compared to the world he 
came from, and it is obvious to him 
which works and which does not." 
Some BTs are quick to point out any 
tragic Chillulei Hashem in the news, 
arguments between Gedolim, and at 
times seemingly monolithic, and at 
other times divergent stands on cur
rent issues. Perhaps this tendency is 
a result of the confusing times of 
choshech (darkness) in which we live 
before Moshiach. Perhaps it Is a de
fense mechanism with which he arms 
himself, so as to eradicate any feelings 
of inadequacy or social exclusion for 
not rejecting some of his long-held at
titudes that do not easily conform to 
the Torah world. As Mr. WollSon so ac
curately notes. "Hashkafaimperatives 
could torment him for a lifetime." And 
he is all the more praiseworthy for 
pursuing the path of Torah despite in
ternal conflict! 

Mutual Respect or Muted 
Frustration? 

Unfortunately, however, the BTs 
FFB spouse may be tormented, too. At 
times there is a dismal sense of failure 
for not having successfully convinced 
the BT spouse in various realms, even 
if the Rabbonimwith whom the BT has 
spoken and/or learned have not com
pletely succeeded in "jiumetizin{/' his 
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mind and heart, either. Anger and re
sentment may build up in the FFB 
(''Why can't my spouse be like every
one else?"), as well as wony concern
ing the future of the relationship, and 
fear for the influence on the children. 
Greater frustration instead of in
creased understanding may fre
quently be the result when sincere at
tempts are made to "bridge the gap" in 
the communication process. 

In some cases, the BT desires on 
an emotional level to be a part of the 
"frum world" but has difficulty in ac
cepting his choice on an intellectual 
level. At times, the converse is true. 
Teshuvals a highly personal process, 
and no two BTs walk the same path 
or share an identical experience. 

To be sure, there has been a seri
ouscommitmentonthepartofamar
ried BT that has made it an impera
tive to many a nice ben Torah or bas 
YisroeL Yet after the chuppa, rational, 
emotional, and spiritual shades of 
personality that were suppressed may 
come to light, and it is then that a rill 
within the BT, and a chasm between 
the BT and FFB, may develop. 

I applaud the appearance of Mr. 
Wolfson's article on this sensitive is
sue. The time has come to address 
the issue of kiruv within the family 
framework. Ba'alei teshuva cannot 
be viewed ultimately as "the others." 
They are right here with all of Torah 
Jewry as they grow-as we allgrow
in our Yiddishkeit. The question is: 
"How can we all grow together'?" 

NAME WIDIHELD UPON REQUEST 
New York City 

The author responds: 

Some important matters were 
brought to my attention in letters 
written in response to my article. I will 
quote from one of them in order to 
clarify a veiy important point, as one 
writer puts it: 

Speciflcall.y, Mr. Wolfson draws a 
distinction between "being Jewish," 
which he attributes to those who were 
raised frum, and "becoming Jewish," 
which he ascribes to the ba'al teshuva. 
Thereisad!fference, however. between 
"becoming Jewish" and becoming 
frum, and these terms should not be 
misused. Ba'alei teshuva are already 
Jewish and are not becoming Jewish, 
but becoming frum. Furthermore, it 
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seems rather preswnptuous to me for 
Mr. Wolfson to state, "But it is clear that 
the ba'al teshuva has never fell like a 
Jew and now wishes to." To whom is it 
clear? Based on my experiences with 
ba'alei teshuva, it is precisely this feel
ing "like a Jew" that eventually serves 
as a catalyst for the teshuva process. 
I could not disagree more strongly 

with that Interpretation. The problem 
here is with English. The word "Jew
ish" is an adjective. The word "Jew" is 
a noun. An adjective describes a 
noun. Therefore, the word "Jewish" 
describes what a Jew is. Beingfrum 
means being Jewish. One isaJewbut 
one acts, thinks and behaves 
J ewishly. You can wrap tefillin 
around a monkey and the monkey 
has performed a Jewish act, but he 
isnotaJew.Aman, born toaJewish 
woman, who spends his Shabbosos 
on the golf course is, of course, a Jew. 
His conduct is not Jewish. In Hebrew, 
there is no word for "Jewish." To 
make the point more strongly: How 
often do we hear the expression, "He 
is half Jewish"? There is no such 
thing as half Jewish. One is either a 
Jew or he is not. 

Beingfrum means being Jewish. 
Whether one is a Jew or not is a 
halachic issue. One who does not 
hold by halacha can never define 
himself as Jewish, for he would then 
nullify the very authenticity from 
which it springs. It follows, therefore, 
that any description of what a Jew 
is-that is, what "being Jewish" 
means-can only be within the con
ftnes of halad1a. Hence, to "be Jew
ish" can only mean "to befrum." 

When I stated that 'The BT has 
never felt like a Jew and now wishes 
to," I should have written, 'The BT has 
never felt Jewish and now wishes to." 
You are right, Mrs. X, about that. But 
if you would claim that he did feel 
"Jewish" and this feeling was his cata
lyst into the teshuva process, again I 
would ask: How could he feel Jewish? 
He may have known that he was a 
Jew, but like any tinok she'nishba, he 
could never have known how it feels 
to be Jewish any more than an 
Arapaho who was stolen at birth and 
raised in Boston, could know how it 
feels to be an Arapho. 

In another letter. the Writer states, 
"I do not feel that I ever dedicated my 
life to shekker:· I would ask: Was it 

dedicated to anything at all? One may 
argue here that a person's life was 
dedicated to medicine. For instance, 
if one is a brain surgeon or a nurse, 
he would say that his life was dedi
cated to helping people. For some rea
son we all accept that. But could we 
then say the same of a plumber? 
Would we say that his life was dedi
cated to plumbing? Could we say that 
your life was dedicated to truth, to 
chessed or to shalont? How could this 
be, for a Jew, outside the context of 
Torah? 

And a word of advice from Shlomo 
HaMelech, ':>"YT: "Divrei chachamim 
be'nachas nishmaim." I forgive your 
personal attacks in your letters. Evi
dently I hit a nerve, and I'm sony. 

BENYAMIN WOLFSON 
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Reb Moshe and his Rebbetzin 
in Riga en route to America in 
1937. In.front of them, their 
son David; behind, daughters 
Faya (Shisgal) and Shifra 
(Tendler). 

T:e rain pelted down on F.D.R. 
Drive. Traffic crawled at snail's 
pace. Three lanes merged into 

one. as stranded cars generated po
lice activi1y. We were en route to the 
levaya of Rebbetzin Sima Feinstein, 
;rv, who had just passed away that 
morning at age 93, but my thoughts 
centered on what l had left behind. 
Homework unsupervised. dough yet 
unbaked, and the general atmo
sphere that prevails when a mother 
leaves in the middle of thtngs. Thurs
day evening at 6:00 was definitely not 
the time for a calm departure from 
home. But it could not be any other 
way. Our family had lived one flight 
down from Reb Moshe and his 
Rebbetzin for fifteen years. If not for 
the neighbors who had a close per
sonal relationship for so long, who 
else would be expected to come to an 
elderly rebbetzilis funeral on such an 
evening? 

When we stepped out of the car on 
East Broadway, l stood still, in shock. 
Masses of people lined the interior 
and exterior of Mesivta Tiferes 
Yerushalayim. Surely, l thought, this 
would be the peak attendance as the 
rain continued to fall. But as l turned 
around again in the middle of the eu-
1 ogi es, the throngs had grown. 
Crowds pressed against the police 
lines and only alternate umbrellas 
could open as shoulder touched 
shoulder. Car doors opened at the 
entrance of the building and a veri-

Mrs. Mermelstein lives in the Baro Park section 
of Brooklyn, New York. Her ~Shabbos in Siberta" 
appeared in JO Mar. '85. 
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table Who's Who of yeshiva aristoc
racy stepped out. Elderly Roshei Ye
shiva, Rabbonim, lay people, yeshiva 
students and women gathered to pay 
final respects to the Wife of the Gadol 
Hadar, 7"YT. What a marvelous dis
play of Kaood HaTorah! What an in
spiring scene! When Reb Moshe was 
niftar, every Jewwanted to participate 
in the funeral. The affiliation itself 
was elevating. No man, woman, or 
child had been untouched by Reb 
Moshe's presence. Who had not 
heard of him or recognized his great
ness! That the funeral of his 
Rebbetzin should have impact on 
thousands ofindividuals who had not 
personally known her was truly an 
amazing display of respect to the To
rah. What an honor to the Rebbetzin 
as an Eishas Chaven [Reports of the 
unusually large crowd at the 
Rebbetzilis levaya in Jerusalem retn
forced the message: the Jewish People 
understand instinctively that the Wife 
of a great man not only shares in his 
struggles and achievements, but is 

l'll';l>W i1Nl!l"l) ))!ll1i1~1 ill';l;, Nl 
'D>n 1~::1 

nn7w 7N1'll' tl"n 
)II) ,, n1''lf )J. 

Mrs. Sarah Mermelstein 

• 

entitled to the same measure of kavod 
and respect.-Editor] 

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL 

T: describe the Rebbetzin on a 
personal level is difficult. The 
tory of her life was the biogra

phy of Reh Moshe. She was the 
epitome of a devoted and conscien
tious wife. From the early days of 
their marriage in Luban, Russia, 
where he had been Rav for a year, 
when she joined him as Rebbetzin in 
1921, until their departure for 
America in 1936, she often took the 
brunt of Communist harassment and 
oppression. As a young bride of 21 
until Reb Moshe's passing in 1986, 
she constantly guarded his physical 
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needs to perfection, kept an immacu
late home and maintained an exact 
mealtime schedule, not wasting his 
precious minutes. The Rebbetzingen
erously served multitudes of visitors 
with her never-ending supply of 
home-baked cookies and hot tea. But 
she was a remarkebly great lady in 
her own realm, as well. 

Upon my parents' arrival from Eu
rope in the aftermath of World War II, 
the Rebbetzin went apartment hunt
ing with my mother. The boorish 
landlord inquired of the Rebbetzin 
gruffly, "Who will pay the rent if they 
are unable?" In a most fiiendly tone, 
she replied that she would gladly un
dertake the payment for my parents, 
whom she did not know at all. 

To me, her most compelling at
tribute was her total lack of 
pretention. Thousands of individuals 
passed through her door; she re
mained uncurious as to their per
sonal stories, yet wholly concerned 
for their problems. She would treat 
the important and the simple with 
equal care. Without fanfare, she 
warmed hearts and unceremoniously 

heaped good will upon so many. 
Aslstoodoutsidein the rain and in

creasing chill for over three hours, I 
smiled as I recalled one final debt of 
gratitude that I owed the Rebbetztn. 
Several years ago, after Reb Moshe's 
petira (passing), we made a Chanuka 
trip to visit the Rebbetzin My own cllil
dren as well as my sisters' children 
lined up to receive her blessings. A 
most regal looking woman wrapped in 
a white shawl she blessed each one to 
grow up to be a talmid chacham or 
many one, depending upon the gender. 
When she reached one little yingefeh 
whose skill at baseball paralleled his 
learning level, she paused, looked di
rectly into his eyes and changed the 
text: 'You must spend all your time 
learning. The Rav never played ball; he 
learned every minute. Such is the way 
to become big in Torah!" 

The yingeleh turned around, 
opened up his saucer-like eyes, and 
asked, "Mommy, how does she know?'' 

How? I do not know. But judging 
by the massive participation at her 
1evaya, it seems that all did recognize 
that somehow she knew. • 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 
DATELINE 

JERUSALEM: 

End of the 
KollekEra 

r 
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fter 28 assertive, highly-visible 
years of service as Mayor of 
Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek has 

been voted out of office. Many see this 
as a rebuff to the Labor government's 
peace offensive, since Prime Mmister 
Rabin openly linked a number of lo
cal elections across the country to the 
peace plan, projecting it as an unoffi
cial plebiscite. And Kollek went down, 
taking popular backing for Rabin's 
policies with him. 

Others saw Kollek as overripe 
for retirement at age 82, time 
for edging him off the active political 
scene. And off he went. 

Both views-the peace perspective 
and the retirement factor-have ele
ments of validity. But more signifi
cant than either is the newly exer
cised clout of Jerusalem's Chareidi 
population. In this particular elec
tion, Agudath Israel and Degel 
HaTorah both dropped their own 
candidates to back the Llkud candi
date-now Mayor-elect Ehud Olmert. 
Not only were their votes crucial for 
Olmert's election, but their seven 
candidates elected to the Jerusalem 
City Council form the largest single 
group on the Council, creating a ma
jority, with the five Mafdal members 
and the two from Shas. The munici
pal govermnent of the Holy City may 
well be on the threshold of a new era 
of sensitivity to the needs of the 
Chareidi population. 

The Way It Was 

F or the past three decades, un
der Kollek's leadership, the city 
advanced from a collection of 

self-contained neighborhoods toward 
fulfillment of his vision of a contempo
rary vibrant city, with "his giant con
tribution to his beloved city visible in 
its countless parks, gardens, theaters 
and cultural centers." (from a JTA 
story, Nov. 17, '93) 

Indeed, anyone who has visited 
Jerusalem periodically over the past 
20-30 years must express a sense of 
wonderment and a begrudging debt of 
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gratitnde to Kollek for the marvelous 
highways that transport traffic to, 
through and around the city with 
great dispatch, for the beauty spots 
that now grace the city, and for the 
municipal seIVlces that actually de
liver. But-by his own admission, and 
sure\y by the testimony ofhistmy-his 
agenda was more than to beautify and 
modernize the seIVices of"his beloved 
city." According to Cynthia Mann, in 
theabovecitedJrAreport, "Kollekwas 
approached by the fervent\y Orthodox, 
he sald, but refused them the key port-
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folios-education and planning-they 
wanted and won from Olmert." These 
are very telling points. While Kollek 
took pride in being the mayor of all of 
Jerusalem's population groups ("It's 
the most heterogeneous city you can 
imagine," he quipped), and succeeded 
for almost all elements, this was not so 
in regard to the Chareidim, whom he 
constantly belittled, defied, shunted 
aside, or ignored. 

Put aside for the moment his public 
lunch in a non-kosher eatery on a re
cent Tisha B"Av or other such gestures 
of calculated indifference. More than 
harboring private contempt for the To
rah community, he endeavored to en
dow the city with a glitzy patina that 
would negate the capital's Yuppies' 
need to seek out Tel Aviv on Friday 
nights. (See JO Sept. ·so. Oct. '87 and 
more.) Worse yet, as he admitted, edu· 
cotiDn and planning were the two sore 
points-or, better expressed, open 
wounds-in his dealings with 
Jerusalem's Chareidim Buildings for 
Chinuch Atzmai schools and commu
nity houses of worship, always pro
vided for by other municipalities, were 
always hard to come by in Jerusalem. 

Yet the commanding hilltop on Har 
Hatzofim was delivered to the Mor
mons for construeting Brigham Young 
University, over the fierce objections of 
all religious groups. Highways were de
liberate\y routed to serve as barriers to 
further growth for burgeoning Chareldi 
neighborhoods: Whethertheinfamous 
Ramot Road that brought Shabbos 
traffic to the edge of the Mattersdorf
Kiryat Sanz-Ezras Torah northern 
ridge of the city, effectively hemming in 
its expansion in the 70s, or the French 
Hill Connection that violated graves 
and aggravated Arzei Habira-Me'a 
She'arim sensibilittes on Shabbosos in 
the 90s, Kollek's planning was singu
larly abustve to the Torah community. 

this is now being replaced by 
leadership that will hopefully 
set its sights on maintaining 

the high level of seIVices that Kollek 
had introduced, without ignoring the 
city's sanctity, which is steeped in 
3,000 years of history and tradition. 
May Jerusalem's continued growih 
be an expression of readiness for
and anticipation of-a speedy return 
of its ancient glory. • 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

Five Million Dollars 
on a Pipe Dream? 

A exander Schindler, the leader 
of American Reform Jewry, 

irrepressible as ever, has 
done it again. At the Reform 
movement's general assembly, last 
October, he announced that his 
movement will actively seek converts 
from among the non-Jewish popula
tion. Ten years ago, Schindler an
nounced a program of outreach to the 
"unchurched." Perhaps the opposi
tion was more pronounced then than 
now, but otherwise, it seems to be a 
repeat performance. 

One is tempted to ignore 
Schindler's new tilt at the evangelical 
windmill. Nothing came of his first ef-

Mr. Reisman, a certified public account.ant and 
attorney in private practice in New York, is a fre
quent contributor to these pages-most recently 
with "What Makes an American Jewish Commu-
nity?~ (Nov. '92) and ~Second Looks: The Rabbis 
Taught" (May '93). 

fort; presumably nothing will come of 
his second. 1\vo things are different 
this time around, however. First, we 
know far more about the demo
graphic trends of American Jewry 
than we did ten years ago, and, sec
ond, this time, Schindler intends to 
raise five million dollars for his con-

version effort. 
First the demographic trends: it 

is far clearer today than it was ten 

sixty percent of all American Jews 
were affillated with some sort of con
gregation; today less than half are. 
Jewish education among non-Ortho
dox Jews has declined even more pre
cipitously. In the 1960s, the non-Or
thodox educated 540,000 children; 
today the number is 290,000. Fur
thermore, apart from the non-Ortho
dox schools (30,000 children en
rolled), the quality of education has 
also declined. Ten years ago, it was 
possible to be sanguine about the fu
ture of American Jewry; with all the 
evidence that has accumulated in the 
last ten years, optimism is either im
possible or delusive. 

Now, let's look at the fundraising 
angle. In recent months, the Jewish 
media have reported on how Jewish 
charities are not raising the funds 
that they once did. Federations 
around the country are raising less 
money than before, and grants to 
constituent agencies are being cut. 
And assimilation is the prime culprit. 
While the recession may be causing 
some of the shortfall, in no previous 
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recession have Jewish chart table dol
lars decreased as much. 

When Reform Judaism is having 
trouble replicating itself, when chart
table dollars are at a premium, 
Schindler again proposes that the 
Reform movement spend five million 
dollars to convert gentiles. ls the Re
form movement meeting all of its 
other needs that it can afford to spend 
five million dollars on a pipe dream? 
They will never give that kind of 
money to yeshivas, but there are still 
far better uses for that money. A trip 
to Israel seems to be one of the best 
ways of encouraging a child oryoung 
adult to keep his Jewish identity. F'ive 
million dollars will send at least 2,000 
kids to Israel for a summer, kids who 
might not otherwise go. Five million 
dollars will provide scholarships to at 
least 500 kids to attend reform day 
schools. College students are the 

There are any number of 
education or outreach 
projects that can't get off 
the ground now, for lack 
of funds. With so many 
ways to spend five million 
dollars on keeping Jews 
within Judaism, why 
spend it on gentiles? 

most prone to assimilation, yet out
reach programs on campuses remain 
underfunded and understaffed. 
There are any number of education or 
outreach projects that can't get off the 
ground now, for lack of funds. With 
so many ways to spend five million 
dollars on keeping Jews within Juda
ism, why spend it on gentiles? 

A Resource for the Many or 
Legacyfor the Few? 

I t was only later, after the initial 
announcement, after the reac
tions it caused, after Schindler 

wrote to defend his speech, that one 
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could perceive the more serious over
tones of what he was really saying. In 
an article defending his call. 
Schindler wrote, "My dream is to see 
our Judaism unleashed as a resource 
for a world in need-not as the exclu
sive inherttance of the few, but as a 
renewable resource for the many." 

Not as an inherttance? From birth, 
we are taught that our Judaism is an 
inherttance from our ancestors who 
stood at Har Sinai, an inherttance we 
merit because of our ancestors, 
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. An 
inherttance that has been passed 
down from generation to generation 
as parents have instructed children 
and rebbe'im have instructed 
talmidim And while Judaism has al
ways accepted converts, albeit reluc
tantly, the act of conversion meant 
joining the Jewish people-of becom
ing, in effect, a descendant of the 
Avos. The Torah, which defines our 
religion and peoplehood, is Morasha 
Kehillas Yaakov, the Legacy of the 
Congregation of Jacob. 

This sense of an inherttance un
derlies our approach to Kiruv; we 
want our non-observant brethren to 
claim that which is theirs. When we 
speak about Kiruv, we talk about 
Jews, no matter what their present 
level of affiliation or activi1y. We could 
be talking about the non-affiliated, 
about the over-eigh1y-percent of Con
servative and Reform Jews (not to 
mention significant numbers of Jews 
affiliated with Orthodox synagogues) 
who, even though affiliated, have little 
ornothingtodowithJudaism. Weare 
even talking about those non-Ortho
dox Jews who are affiliated and reli
giously active. 

Our sense of an inherttance also 
governs our internal affairs. Our in
vestment in chinuch, both in time and 
money, dwarfs any other activi1y we 
carry on. Our prayers contain nu
merous requests that our children 
should canyon in the ways of the To
rah. We fervently hope and pray that 
our children will carry on that which 
we received from our parents. 

Missing: A Sense of Inheritance 

T:e Reform movement appears 
o be missing this sense of in

heritance. Reform outreach 
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does not seem to concern itself with 
the estranged Jew until he or she in
termarrtes, at which point it focuses 
on making the intermarried couple 
feel welcome in Reform congregations. 
Assimilation is on the Iise and affilia
tion on the wane: yet the entire debate 
on missionizing seems to ignore the 
problem. It is as if the Reform move
ment is unconcerned about insuring 
that the children of today's members 
will themselves affiliate. 

The call for increased missionary 
activi1y betrays the missing sense of 
inheritance. The sense of inheritance 

sands. While they never became a 
major religious movement, they had 
a major tmpact on Amertcan art and 
design. Part of the problem was that 
the Shakers did not believe in mar
rtage or procreation. Their only road 
of continui1y was that of attracting 
converts, and they could never attract 
enough converts to perpetuate them
selves. By the 1970s, the once nu
merous Shakers had declined to ten 
elderly women. 

Schindler's program puts Reform 
Judaism on the same path as the 
Shakers. Will twenty-first century 

Assimilation is on the rise and affiliation on the wane; 
yet the entire debate on missionizing seems to ignore 
the problem. It is as if the Reform movement is 

unconcerned about insuring that the children of today's 
members will themselves affiliate. 

is missing because the inheritance, 
Torah. has been abandoned. The 
morasha of Kehillas Yaakov is Torah 
tsiva lanu Moshe. Once the Torah is 
abandoned, there is no inheritance 
left to pass on. 

Schindler stated that he does not 
wantJudaism to be "the exclusiVe tn
helitance of the few but as a renew
able resource for the many ... a deeply 
flowing liver nourtshing humani1y's 
highest aspirations." The idea of ser
vice to the world biings to mtnd the 
expertence of the Shakers, a small re
ligious group that flourished in nine
teenth centuiy Amertca. At one time, 
they numbered in the tens of thou-

Large Selection of: 

•BORSALINO 
•BILTMORE 
• STETSON ._:, 
•PANIZZA 
• RAFFAELLI 

SHIRTS o TIES o ACCESSORIES 
Dally 11:30 . 7 
Suri. 10:30 · 6 
TUn. 2:30 · 1 

463 E. .. S1nol _ .. ,_,_ 
(718) 161-7420 

histortans descrtbe Reform Judaism 
by saying that in the twentieth cen
tury it had a tremendous impact on 
American politics and social action 
programs, but the failure to perpetu
ate itself led to its decline? One only 
hopes that the Reform masses choose 
to be movers rather than Shakers, 
that they rtject Schindler's folly and 
focus on keeptng the Jews they still 
have. Perhaps then, the Pinteleh Yid 
in each one of them will bling them 
to realize that they have an inhertt
ance to claim and pass on to thetr 
children. Perhaps then, they will re
spond to a warm welcome to return 
home, if we but extend it. • 

(718) 237-2988 

nE:sH8mR 
ORCHESTRA 
(516) 569-4949 

39 



SECOND 
LOOKS 

The 
Ultimate 
Shidduch 

THE PATH
LESS THAN TRANQUJL 

ding the right shidduchim for 
their children is the dream of 
parents everywhere-and a fa

vorite pastime of many ba'alei 
chessed. It is no coincidence that the 
root of the word shidduch is linked to 
the concept of tranquility, illustrated 
in the Aramaic translation of a pasuk 
in Sefer Shoftim "Vatishkot ha'aretz 
arba'im shana": "U'shdochas ar'ah 
(And the land was tranquil)." After all, 
peace and tranquility are the founda
tions of a bayis ne' eman b'YisroeL 

Yes, the end result of a successful 

Rabbi David Willig is the Rav of Congregation 
Tiferes Moshe, of Kew Gardens, NY. and says a 
shiur in Mesilla Ohr Torah. nus article was pre
pared for publication by Chava. Willig Levi. 

shidduch is a life of marital bliss and 
tranquility. But for most parents, the 
journey leading to that glorious mo
ment when the glass is shattered un
der the chuppa is anything but tran
quil. The ba' alei simcha have to cope 
with stresses large and small, epito
mized by questions ranging from: 

• Am I already middle· aged? to 
• Whoshouldsitwiill.whom? 
But the biggest stress of all un

doubtedly stems from the staggering 
question: 

• Ribbono Shel Olcun, how are we 
going to payfor this simcha? 

One doesn't have to be the Wizard 
of Wall Street to realize that-for a 
family blessed, bli ayin hara, with 
many children, but kept afloat by an 
annual income under $60,000-
spending even the "bare minimum" of 
$10,000 for a simcha borders on in
sanity. Yet, not wanting to insult our 
friends, many of us invite 300 to 400 
guests to share our joy'. The lovely 
catered affair is over in the blink of an 
eye, but when we awaken the next 
morning, our food, clothing and tu
ition bills haven't gone away. 

Parenthetically. many of us are so 
eager not to leave anyone out that we 
unintentionally may place a heavy 

1 See Maharsha (Chidd.ushei lfalachos} Chulin 7b 
for a halachtc explanation of why Rabbi Pinchas 
hen Yairwould not have approved of this custom. 
TJno1 ,7"n 'r::it c,,n 'l'OT"ln rm? c'on rww:i ·n P"l!O ·v1 
nin J"\UW •V l'N:1W'lM niN::tin ll'll'JT:l i::ii nunn1n 1'?N: 
)l:lj? wvw ... nlN:)ili1 rn:ii ... ciu "lJL.TllltJ '"P7 rn1't::i 
.1?0 c7nm '?::>7 Clt..oo:~nn np'l nt:::i c~11lv .n·1v:::i 

Th~ alumnae of Bais Yaakov Seminary of Manchester 
proudly.welcome our e$teemed menahel and his wife 

Rabbi and Mrs. Gavriel Royde, shlita 
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in honor of our Annual Reunion 
celebrating 25yeats.of dedication to Chinuch Habonos 

Wednesdlty, Decetnber 29, 1993, at Adas Terrace 
1358- 50th Stree~ Brooklyn, NY 11219 

7:30 P.M. 
Detllcatealn nwmory rJj Mrs. Sar/e Steinberg A '11 

For more infommtion cal/718-871-1708 

Rabbi David Willig 

burden on the guests we davka in
tend to honor. Yes, our guests have 
their own set of stressful questions: 

• Can we afford a special present 
for the chassan and kalld? 

• Can we afford to htre a babysitter 
for the six-hour absence guaranteed 
by this simcha? 

• When we are blessed, baruch 
Hashem, with invitations to many 
simchas, what will inevitably fall 
through the cracks? Umud HaTorah? 
Chessed commltments? Chinuch re
sponsibilities, including spending 
time with our children? 

• If we attend the simcha for the 
two hours we can spare, eating only 
five dollars' worth of a $50-a-plate 
meal, are we draining our hosts of 
funds they surely could have directed 
elsewhere? 

In this comedy of errors, so many 
guests make great sacrifices to honor 
their hosts ... who made great sacri
fices to honor so many guests! 

THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION 

Tie time has come for the am 
hacham v'navon to break this 

vicious cycle! How? Through 
the ultimate shidduch-not between 
chassan and kalla (baruch Hashem, 
the ba' alei chessed who have spent 
hours listening, contemplating, ana
lyzing and arranging have mastered 
that art), but between hosts and their 
prospective guests. The ultimate 
shidduch is a dtfferent kind of part
nership. meeting the needs of a 
united community, agreeing to: 
• invite only relatives to the complete 
simcha. 
• invite fiiends to either the chuppa 
and the first dance or the simchas 
chassan v'kalla Uight refreshments 
and the second dance). 

I n the zechus of the sensitivity em
bodied in this "ultimate shilt
duch," may the KadoshBaruchHu 

shower each actual shidduch in our 
community-and throughout Kial Yis
roe!--wlth everlasting tranquility. • 

ii:Lli1An :Si:Ui>IO) 
PHOIOGRAPHY ·AND VIDEO 

;:::;;1" 
\. :::111111111 

OCEAN PARKWAY) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y_ 11218 

(718) 941-5500 
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A Statement From 
The Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah of 

Agudath Israel of America 
We hereby Issue 

the following state
ment regarding the 
1992 New York State 
"get law." 

The halachic 
questions raised by 
the new law regard
ing the issue of a 
"compelled gef' were 
transmitted at our 
direction by Agudath 
Israel of America to 
the great halachic 
authorities in Eretz 
Yisroel, the geonim 
Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach, 
N"l"7l!J, and Rabbi 
Yosef Sholom 
Elyashiv, wv•7w. 
Their responsa, 
which have already 
been publicized, in
deed confirm that 
there are halachic 
concerns about the 
validity of gittin given 
from husband to wife 
as a result of the co-
ercive force of the 
new"getlaw." 

The aforemen
tioned geonim, as 
well as many other 

N1l. m>"tl():i.~pnnl!l J''lm'ln pin ">1T.l J?n7r t:1•,11n nNrn::i 111\lp? 11::>i::> ci•xn mn 
.o,bw::>. 1992 Jlll!l:'.l piw 

'"!lll T\1)1'101 l!l'TMO! i:iinn •:>ii:> pion 5)1 l7ll'll "h1!11)llO Ol" t:l\I® C•J:l1!l1'0n)<l'l1.,N'~lh 
c>lmln µ:i,, µ;IO n"h 1"'0!N:ll!I C•1'1'l!ll'l •::>m.7 l1P"llON1 ,N.,l!I' .:mllN ''ll.1ll1\!1'°1'T 

Cn)l'T nm .• N"\;)>5'11 ::i•'ll''N Cl':l'll '11'1' ':111N"1'•';7'111N1,ll'1N l>!l5t NIO'.:>!!Pl"l 
ml!l''IJ ro~m:i m'll'llnn nN. n1i111 c>i'llNIO ro1'1l!l • 11:1'1l1 iNZ>' W•lf'l1!1 cnm111l!ln1 

)''11\"l'lf'l l'Y'I .'.:>'II )1l';:Jf'l1 'jl"i';in >")> Ull!lN l1N \!M)IOM ';7)r.i ''l'f.l l)l'l)>\!I> n5N::> 1'1''l1 
.\~nnn 

pinn::i C•Nr! )''Tf.l ::>11.'1lln'l.1'1N1lM. ,,lf.l M1"11'1 '1)1 l111,, .tm YlM .C'PtlJ!l1'1 C'l1Nl11 
"X ?'11 'll'lln 7:l i•l'.:r.'l' l1'1l'I' N?'ll iw '.:>::> '.:lNiW•::i l1J'll'N.'1. nl!lTll'? nllm .ru:i1:> :>"in 

llN 1Pl'1'1 "!!l'O:i , ll•ll)l'T •"!))/ ,>"UN n:imn "'JI !'O)lll!l Ql:IJONJ:IOI ::>:i CllON .l'll!ll)lf.) 
.111•'1m z.t:i 1"'1\1 , itr.'I •::>m 7'11. cnm1 l'l;!J';inn n"!T.l'lll07 lf.l•l'tlln::>1 ,pnn 

n:in:in .l.ll'!l:llN .?v. n>:in pn 7ll l1'l"lh:!.1 mN1::i c•:nn:i11 n:m c•111::i U!(::t nN1::>1 · 
'1N • )U>)IOI >::>DJO '2<i111' l"lll:'.l :n;lll"I CWIO 11:1. 'm .>N'Tll 1'1Ml'1 'J?l1> '.:>'O l'l'Wr.ll'l.l 

N111 ;on "11!l''1111ll'>n ,~, ,i1"1010f'l '.JN pmn ·Jt.>1'. N?V N.'>n. Ull!l::>. l'IJOU)ln )11!(>lJJOn 
..n111J>N.'1 m'll::i. 'IJ1'1f.l1 nn::1'1r.!1y 

lllf.l'.'l clll'I rrrr.i :i1v::ii:i '1>tin5 · .illm m!!)l'll01 .!l'hl.'11 ,,m N~"'ll mpm n::>b:n \lN) 
.CJ'li'llb>r.i::>n. ::iv t:l1IV1 •!l. ::iv m5nn m11:110::i1 c»n :ni!ll:i. 'IJ'TJpn cy !>'II mn>N 

.::il"lp:i .1lP"r.1 .n>l!Jli:l nN>:i::i 11l'111'7 ni1n11 111\:lll .'l'lnn'.:> m7rn n•iN'll 7ll t:Jn"P n"1J:m1 

,n'l!l1:1m !'l"l!lln 'fll:i' c>f.l:nlJ'11 c•:1m:m 
,f'lj.)>"!ION:'.l :1'11:n.'1 >:;>m. :Tlll)flr.l C'IJ:I. 

halachic authorities, see in this new 
law a great danger to the sanctity of 
Jewish marital life, so long as the law 
is not changed to remove any con
cerns of a "compelled get" However, 
all of the efforts undertaken by the 
leadership of Agudath Israel, under 
our direction, to have the law 
amended so that it will conform with 
the halacha and the views of the 
gedolei hador, have thus far not suc
ceeded. 

ish family and the Jewish people. 
Certainly the intention and goal of 
those who initiated the law was to 
help save Jewish women from the 
shackles of igun (inability to remany). 
But the painful fact of the matter is 
that the law does not accomplish that 
purpose; and unless it is amended it 
stands as a dangerous trap in the 
field of Jewish family life. 

tion in Torah and Halacha in accor
dance with the view of the wise elders 
of our people. May HaShem have 
mercy on His people, and return the 
crown of Torah to its former place 
through the coming of Moshiach 
tzidkainu b'karov. 

We therefore issue this statement 
out of great concern and trembling for 
the structural foundation of the Jew-

The Jewish Observer, December 1993 

It is our prayer and hope that a 
waywill be found, through intelligent 
counsel, to remove this stumbling 
block from the path of our people, for 
the sake of the unity of the Holy Na-

Written and signed for the honor of 
Torah and Mitzvos 

On behalf of the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah of America 

[Rabbi] Avrohom Pam, [Rabbi] 
Elya Svei, [Rabbi! Aharon Moshe 
Schechter, [Rabbi! Yaakov Perlow 
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Protecting Our Homes 
From The Influence ... 

D ming these past few decades, 
our nation has seen mount
ingviolence in its streets, and 

plummeting moral standards among 
its youth. 

Research-and the public at 
large-has pointed a finger at the me
dia, both entertainment and news, 
which have reached a nadir of sorts 
in the blood, gore and trash that they 
have been purveying. 

One of the responses has been a 
"self-policing" measure announced 
by the iv industry, to inform viewers 
(parents, ideally) in advance that pro
grams about to be screened may not 
be suitable for younger viewers. At 
this point, it would be assumed, par
ents will intervene. Or in their ab
sence, the impressionable viewers 

will obediently switch to a more 
placid, cleaner program. 

The absurdity of this suggestion 
prompted a flood of articles and let
ters in a number of publications, in
cluding '111e New York Times. Among 
the letters were such courageous 
suggestions as simply discarding 1V 
sets (as the letter-writer himself did.) 
This proposal is not new to JO read
ers. Rabbi Shimon Schwab called for 
the same, quite clearly, in the cover 
article of '111e Jewish Obseroer, Feb
ruary, '92, as did Rabbi Chaim Dov 
Keller in the May. '93, JO. 

Some other, rather interesting 
comments were published in the let
ters column in late August. We re
print them here for your interest: 

CHilDREN MIMIC THE 
VIOLENCE ON TV 

-----·-- ----

To the Editor: 
If Patrick Cooke, author or "1V 

Causes Violence? Says Who?" (Op
Ed, Aug. 17), had raised a few chil
dren or been more observant, he 
might have noticed that all children 
are parrots and most teen-agers are 
sheep. He might have noted, too, that 
young boys don't pick flowers and 
girls don't reach for the nearest gun. 

Being curious, but lacking confi
dence, children and teen-agers 
search for a model of how to become 

the hat rack 
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a grown-up. The boys watch the men, 
and the girls watch the women. In a 
man's world, the boys' interests get 
preference. If parents are absent 
making a living, children will attach 
themselves to the role models they 
see on television or in movies. 

Because men control Hollywood, 
television and the movies have deliv
ered an ever-increasing diet of death 
and destruction, mainly for the boys. 
Hollywood's instinct tells it what will 
fill movie seats, but Hollywood will 
not let instinct tell it that children will 
parrot what they see and what they 
perceive as adult behavior. 

Yes, the 3,000 reports on the ef
fects of television and the movies 
might have been slipshod and incon
clusive. Yes, it is possible to see acts 
of kindness on the screen, but ask 
any movie producer tf he can main
tain his standard ofliving by offering 
18,000 acts of kindness (Mr. Cooke's 
number) for every violent murder. 

If cornered, producers insist on 
scientific evidence to prove a self-evi
dent truth. Mr. Cooke admits the folly 
of his idea by quoting Plato: 

"Children cannot distinguish be
tween whatis allegory and whatisn't, 
and opinions formed at that age are 
difficult to change." 

Hollywood doesn't even have the 
decency to make the violent crime al
legorical. 

FRANK WATTS 
Bellevue, Washington 

Your Loved Ones In 

Israel On Chanukahl 

I ;i;J;@iii • 
i;J~i:¥ Arranges the most exquisite 
.·.'.;t<=" .. <!! GIFJ: l'ACKAGES and delivers it · 
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·'ti~~ special 0ccass1ons • Holidays • Thank You 
:[::j!:ffi. Children Studying In Israel • Get Wcll Wishes, . 

CALL 24 HOURS: 

(201) 866-7667 
1 ·800-685-9218 
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THE ROMAN EXAMPLE 

To the Editor: 
Patrick Cooke argues (Op-Ed. Aug. 

17) that past societies survived the 
effects of new technologies, and that 
we will also survive television. He 
brtngs in Socrates, movies and comic 
books to defend his point. 

A more fitting analogy for television 
might be the Roman water
works. A sophisticated tech
nology brought running water 
into private homes, public 
bathhouses and impertal pal
aces. The aqueducts were a 
great accomplishment. The 
pipes were made oflead. Slowly. 
imperceptibly the population 
was poisoned. 

We now know that lead poison
ing has a devastating and invisible 
impact on the mental ability of 
children. Some histortans consider 
lead poisoning a major cause of the 
fall of the Roman Empire. I hope fu
ture histortans will not look back on 
television in the 20th century as the 
pollutant that caused the failure of 
Amertcan democracy. 

ANNAMARIE PwHAR 
Ellicott City, Maryland 

SECLUDED 
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VILLA ON 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON SIGNS 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM ACT, 

HAILED BY AGUDATH ISRAEL 

WASHING1DN - 'This is an auspi
cious day for freedom of religion in 
America, in which protections have 
been enacted that are vital for the free 
and uninhibited practice of Torah and 
its growth in this country." So declared 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of 
Agudath Israel of America, hailing 
President Bill Clinton's signature into 
law November 16 of the landmark Reli
gious Freedom Restoration Act. 

Agudath Israel had been deeply in
volved in the fight to see the measure 
passed in Congress since helping draft 
its original version more than three 
years ago. The bill restores legislatively 
what the U.S. Supreme Court took 
away judicially in the celebrated 
"peyote" case of 1990. In that case, the 
High Court ruled-to the surprise and 
alarm of religious groups across 
America-that an individual has no re
ligious right to stand on when a state 
law incidentally conflicts with his or her 
religious obseIVailce. 

'The Supreme Court's majority opin
ion in the 'peyote case' asserted, astound
ingly, that America could no longer 'afford 
the luxury' of treating religious liberty on 
par with other fundamental freedoms," 
said Abba Cohen, directorof theAgudath 
Israel Washington Office. "Congress and 
the President have now utterly rejected 
that disheartening attitude, and have de
clared with resounding affirmation: reli
gious liberty is a fundamental freedom of 
the highest order." 

PESACH 
IN 

PARADISE 
'"MEXICO"' 

FESTIVAL KOSHER TOURS UMDER nf;''.f 
;. EXCLUSIVE SUPERVISION OF rtf' 
. VAAD HAKASHRUS OF BALTIMOR, 
'. PRESENTS THE ULTIMATE IM PESACH 
• KOSHER TOURS. 
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NEW FEDERAL BILL TO GIVE 
TEETH TO RELIGIOUS 

PROTECTIONS 

WASHING1DN - Even as religious 
groups celebrated the passage of the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, a 
new bill was being prepared for intro
duction in Congress to toughen laws 
protecting religious employees from dis
crimination. 

A federal statute passed in the 
l 970's already bars employers from 
discrtminating against Sabbath observ
ers and others whose religious practices 
could be "reasonably accommodated" 
in the workplace without "undue hard
ship" to employers. But the law as ithas 
been interpreted judicially has been 
thwarted in its impact. 

A number of Jewish and other 
groups including Agudath Israel have 
thus been working with the staff of 
Congressman Jerrold Nadler to draft 
corrective legislation, to be sponsored 
by Congressman Nadler and co-spon
sored by Congressman Charles E. 
Schumer. 

KIRUV INFORMATION 800 # 
AIDS TORAH-EDUCATED 
LAYMEN IN OUTREACH 

"All Jews Are Responsible for One 
Another." was the theme of Agudath 
Israel's First International Yorn lyun 
during the past Yomim Noro'im season, 
attended by thousands of Orthodox 
Jews in thirty communities in North 
America alone. The event specifically 

trained a focus on the obligations this 
dictum imposes upon the Torah-edu
cated Jew with respect to his fellow Jew 
untutored in Torah. In tandem, a new 
resource was launched by Agudath Is
rael of America to assist the layman of 
the Torah communi1y in meeting them: 
the Kiruv Information Hotline. 

The "800 number", a toll-free num
ber taking calls from anywhere in the 
United States, is actually a dual service, 
designed to help both members of the 
Torah community and beginners inter
ested in learning more about Jewish life 
and practice. 

The line--1-800-KIRUV-84 (the 84 is 
a mnemonic device tied to Agudath 
Israel's national headquarters address 
at 84 William Street in New York)---wlll 
help questioners with such information 
as where and when introductory semi
nars in Torah Judaism are being held, 
which books are available on basic 
ha/a.cha and hashkaja, and where pro
fessional outreach personnel may be 
found in each part of the country. 

AGUDATH ISRAEL RENEWS 
APPEAL ON POLLARD'S BEHALF 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of 
Agudath Israel of America, reiterated 
his organization's support for the re
lease of Jonathan Pollard in a letter to 
President Bill Clinton in October. with 
reports indicating that the President 

The Yitti Leibel 
HELPLINE 

No Problem ls Too Big .. 
No Problem Is Too Small ... 

0 1$ there some terrible thing happening in yout 
family that you are afraid or ashamed to tell 
anyone? 

0 Are you a teenage or young adult having 
problems that are too difficult for you to 
handle?? 

0 Are you single or-married, and experiencing 
personal or inter-personal conllicts?? 

0 Are you simply confronted with a situation that 
requires you to find an objective listener? 

Some of the Tcirah community's highly skilled 
therapi~ts are available to talk to you on the 
phone, with total anonymity . 

H•O•U•R•~ 
Monday-Friday (Day) 8:00 AM-12:00 Noon 
Monday-Thursday (Eve.) 8:00 PM-11:00 PM 
Sunday 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

9:00 PM-11:00 PM 

DIAL (718) HELP·NOW (435-7669) 
In Cbieugo call 1.:SOO-HELP-023 

Jn New Jh"SeY, can 1-908-3634010 

This project has 1:teen approved 
by leading Totah authorities 
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may soon make a decision on Pollard's 
petition that his life sentence be com
muted to time seived. 

Pollard, imprisoned for passtng na
tional defense information to Israel, 
never stood trial for his crime. After en
tering tnto a plea bargatn agreement 
with the government in which he 
pleaded guilty and cooperated with tn
vestigators-with the reasonable expec
tation of leniency, supporters point 
out-he was nonetheless sentenced to 
life in prison. 

His subsequent appeal to the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals to withdraw 
his guilty plea and stand trial was 
unsuccessful. Agudath Israel's gen
eral counsel. David Zwiebel. had 
helped draft the friend-of-the-court 
brief in that appeal. Last year, after 
the Supreme Court refused to hear 
Pollard's case and effectively closed 
off the trial option, Rabbi Sherer 
wrote then-President George Bush 
urging him to respond affirmatively 
to Pollard's petition for commutation 
of his sentence. 

In his letter to President Clinton. 
Rabbi Sherer described the severity of 

Pollard's sentence as "incredible", 
potnting out that it was apparently the 
harshest punishment ever meted out to 
someone found guilty of spytng during 
a time of peace, and that no spy has re
ceived a harsher sentence since the Ko
rean conflict even during a time of war. 

He also emphasized that Pollard 
never had been accused of giving se
crets to an enemy of the United 
States, but only to Israel. a staunch 
American ally. 

"One need not condone Pollard's 
act," wrote Rabbi Sherer, ..... to under
stand the sense among many Amert
cans that the incredible severity of 
Pollard's punishment is entirely out of 
proportion to the harm he committed." 
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... One of the best 
Asti wines tasted in a 
Jong while. 

Arthur Scbwartt 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 

... Byfarthebest was 
Bartenura Asti 
Spumante ••• In fact, 
it received the highest 
rating of any wine ••. 

Stonier A. Feder 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

••• Outstanding from 
Italy is Bartenura's 
Asti Spumante, in a 
delicate yet lull· 
flavored mode ... 

Nathan Chroman 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 

... Bartenura Asti 
Spumante is among 
the best Asti Wines on 
the market. 

Robert M. Parker, /r. 
THE WINE ADVOCATE 
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"This is a unique work. There exist source 
outlines of Jewish history; there exist books 
describing the mitzvos and practices ordained 
by the Torah; and there are books that teach the 
outlook and the character traits the Torah 
demands of us. But until now there has not been 
a book that systematically weaves these three 
components together into a thread that will not 
readily be broken." 

Rabbi Joseph Elias, Dean 
Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary 


