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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 born in Baghdad, Iraq, learned ,ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב ַחִּיים סֹוֵפר ַזַצ״ל
under the ֶּבן ִאיׁש ַחי and R' Abdalah Somech ַזַצ״ל. In 
1904, he emigrated to ְירּוָׁשַלִים, where he learned 
in ֵא-ל ֵּבית   founded by R' Gedalya ,ְיִׁשיָבה This .ְיִׁשיַבת 

Chayun ַזַצ״ל, attracted many of the great ַהַקָּבָלה  among ,ַחְכֵמי 
them the ַרַׁש״ׁש, who eventually became its ְיִׁשיָבה  ,In 1909 .רֹאׁש 
ַחִּיים ַיֲעקֹב  ְלָדִוד moved to the newly founded ר׳   in the ,ְיִׁשיַבת ׁשֹוַׁשִנים 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַהַחִּיים It was there that he wrote .ְירּוָׁשַלִים section of ֵּבית   ,ַּכף 
which became like the ִמְׁשָנה ְּברּוָרה for ְּבֵני ְסָפַרד. It received glowing 
ַחִּיים from ַהְסָּכמֹות יֹוֵסף  ַחִּיים and ַזַצ״ל Sonnenfeld ר׳   It .ַזַצ״ל Berlin ר׳ 
also documents many original ִמְנָהִגים of Iraqi Jews. Some of his 
other ְסָפִרים include קֹול ַיֲעקֹב, ָיֵגל ַיֲעקֹב and ִיְׂשַמח ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

 

ט' סיון
5630 - 5699
1870 - 1939

R' Yehuda Tzadka ְיִׁשיַבת ,ַזַצ״ל רֹאׁש 

יֹוֵסף  ָחֵפץ the ,ַצִדיִקים said, "Two ,ּפֹוַרת 

ַהַחִּיים and the ַחִּיים  to זֹוֶכה were ,ַּכף 
be considered the leading ּפֹוְסִקים 
of the previous generation, and 
their ְסָפִרים are found in every ּתֹוָרה 
home. Both of these ַצִדיִקים deserve 
this distinction because they were 
careful with their speech.” It follows that 
every word in their ְסָפִרים is ָקדֹוׁש and had the ִסַּיְעָּתא 

   !ְמֻקָּבל ַּבָׁשַמִים to be ִדְׁשַמָּיא

Gedolim Glimpses

ַעל ִּפי ד׳ ִיְסעּו ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ְוַעל ִּפי ד׳ ַיֲחנּו… 

According to the word of ד׳ would ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל journey, and according to 
the word of ד׳ would they encamp... (ַּבִמְדָּבר ט:יח) 

The next several ְּפסּוִקים give a lengthy description of these words. 
Why was it necessary for the ּתֹוָרה to give the many examples of long 
and short encampments and journeys? The ַרְמַּב״ן explains how each 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל describes another level of the test for ָּפסּוק  in traveling by the ְּבֵני 
word of ד׳. Even if the cloud remained for a long time at a site that the 
people found unwelcoming and depressing, ִיְׂשָרֵאל  s’ד׳ submitted to ְּבֵני 
will and stayed (יט). Sometimes ִיְׂשָרֵאל  may have wanted a long rest ְּבֵני 
from a difficult journey, but the cloud stayed in place for only a number 
of days, and then moved on (כ), and sometimes ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל would have only 
an overnight rest from travel, and be forced to leave in the morning (כא). 

On other occasions, they would march through the night and then rest 
for a full day and night. Then, seeing that they could remain in place and 
thinking that they would make camp for a period of time, they would 
begin to unpack — and then the cloud would lift unexpectedly, making 
it more difficult to travel than if they had had only an overnight rest. 
Sometimes they would rest for two days, or a month or year, and then 
get the signal to march at night, an even more difficult situation (כב). 

Whatever the situation, the people marched and rested without 
complaint, according to the word of ד׳, as indicated by the cloud. What 

was the secret behind ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ?passing this extremely difficult test ְּכַלל 
How was it that not a single member of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל said a word? They just 
packed up, and followed the cloud of ד׳. 

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz ַזַצ״ל quotes the לא:) ְּגָמָרא  that rules that (ַׁשָּבת 
dismantling a building is only forbidden ַהּתֹוָרה  when one intends to ִמן 
rebuild a building in the same place. The ְּגָמָרא questions this ruling and 
asks, “All the ִאּסּוִרים of ַׁשָּבת are learned from the ִּמְׁשָּכן. From where is this 
 was in one place ִּמְׁשָּכן the dismantling of the ,ִמְדָּבר learned? In the ֲהָלָכה
and then they rebuilt the ִּמְׁשָּכן in another.” The ְּגָמָרא answers cryptically, 
“Since it says, ‘ַעל ִּפי ד׳ ִיְסעּו ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ְוַעל ִּפי ד׳ ַיֲחנּו,’ we consider it was being 
built in one place.” 

R' Chaim explains this answer with a ָמָׁשל of a mother going from place 
to place carrying her baby. If someone were to ask the baby where it 
was, the answer would always be, “In my mother’s arms!” So too, when ְּבֵני 

 .traveled in the wilderness they felt like a baby in its mother’s arms ִיְׂשָרֵאל
 was with them as they were traveling together with His cloud. They ד׳
never felt for one moment that they were anywhere else but in ד’s arms. 
Being in ד׳’s arms, they were in the best place and they had no questions. 

We are also journeying — life is just one long journey. We must learn 
from ִיְׂשָרֵאל  s journey. If we would realize that we are always being’ְּבֵני 
carried in ד’s arms, then we would never have any concerns, even when 
the journey is a little rough.  
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ד׳ סעיף ז׳

*Avi came from an Orthodox home, but did not follow the path of his 
forefathers. He had a successful pharmacy and would keep his store 
open on ַׁשָּבת. He explained to everyone that this was his best day of 
the week. No amount of persuasion from the town ָרב could get him to 
change his mind. Chaim decided that he was going take things into his 
own hands. He put up large signs decrying ִחּלּול ַׁשָּבת and boldly listed 
Avi’s store as a business that the ִצּבּור should boycott.        

Was Chaim correct in putting up the signs decrying Avi’s ִחּלּול ַׁשָּבת?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters in Egypt rewarded for 
taking the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on 
their brothers?

2. Why was מֶֹׁשה so careful to daven to הקב״ה a very short ְּתִפָלה 
to heal his sister, ִמְרָים?

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to 
protect their fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְזֵקִנים should be 
appointed from among them (…11:16 – ד״ה ֲאׁשר ָיַדְעּת).

 is standing מֶֹׁשה did not want people to say, “His sister is in pain and מֶֹׁשה .2
and praying lengthy prayers.” (12:13 – ד״ה ְרָפא ָנא ָלּה).

Magical LightsLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

1. Some refrain from saying ַּתֲחנּון only on ִאְסרּו ַחג ָׁשבּועֹות; others do not say ַּתֲחנּון until י״ב ִסיָון. However, many wait until after י״ג ִסיָון.  

2.  If one is ִמְתַּפֵּלל in a place where the ִמְנָהג of saying ַּתֲחנּון after ָׁשבּועֹות is different from one’s ִמְנָהג, one must follow the ִמְנָהג ַהָמקֹום. It 
is inappropriate (and is a violation of ֹלא ִתְתּגְֹדדּו) to act differently.Halacha 

Corner
ָמא:  ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…

ת בוּועו…  ׁשָ

Answer : Chaim should not act on his own, but with the Rov’s permission, if there a brazen 
lack of ַָמִים  and no regret for the sin, this may be mutar. However, being permitted to ִיְרַאת ׁש
speak ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע does not mean one may publicly shame the sinner. 

ְוֶזה ַמֲעֵׂשה ַהְמנֹוָרה ִמְקָׁשה ָזָהב…

This is the workmanship of the ְמנֹוָרה, hammered-out gold… (ַּבִמְדָּבר ח:ד)

The ַּתְנחּוָמא  is positioned ְמנֹוָרה asks why the passage of the ִמְדָרׁש 
immediately after the offerings of the ְנִׂשיִאים. The ִמְדָרׁש explains that 
 watched as each tribe, represented by its leader, played a role in ַאֲהרֹן
dedicating the ִמְׁשָּכן. He was dismayed when his tribe was excluded. ה׳ 
comforted him by saying that his contribution would be greater because 
he would light the ְמנֹוָרה. 

The ַרְמַּב״ן explains the ִמְדָרׁש as follows: ה׳ told ַאֲהרֹן that the ֵּבית ַהִמְקָדׁש 
would one day be destroyed and ּתֹוָרה would be on the verge of being 
forgotten. Only the faith and heroism of his descendants, the ַחְׁשמֹוָנִאים, 
would succeed in driving out the enemy, purifying the ַהִמְקָדׁש  and ,ֵּבית 
once more kindling the ְמנֹוָרה. The offerings of the ְנִׂשיִאים were great 
and impressive, but they were temporary. ַאֲהרֹן’s contribution would be 
eternal and his descendants’ heroic act would be memorialized in the 
.ֲחֻנָּכה of ִמְצָוה

The ַרְמַּב״ן elaborates further: When the ַחְׁשמֹוָנִאים rededicated the ֵּבית 

 requires us to hammer ּתֹוָרה was made out of wood. The ְמנֹוָרה the ,ַהִמְקָדׁש
the ְמנֹוָרה out of one solid block of gold only if gold is available; otherwise, 
other material may be used . 

*

One of the most famous refuseniks, Yosef Mendelovitch, had been 
thrown into prison for “spreading false propaganda.” The KGB tried to 
grill him for information on other Jews. The harder they pressed, the 
more stubborn he became. The authorities used all their persuasive 
measures, but none seemed to work. Finally, they threw him into solitary 
confinement.

The process was simple. Not only were food rations limited, but he 
also was not allowed to see the light of day. They assumed that as his 
resistance was lowered, his spirit would break. However, Yosef’s defiant 
nature made their job impossible. Instead of weakening him, the different 

tactics implemented against him actually made him stronger.

Incredibly, Yosef was able to calculate when the Jewish holidays 
were, and based on his estimation, ֲחֻנָּכה was coming. The lights of the 
 precisely symbolized his own battle against the forces of evil. How ְמנֹוָרה
he longed to light the ְמנֹוָרה and bask in its glow! But how would he be 
able to do so?

He thought long and hard about it and finally came up with a plan. He 
somehow managed to obtain a match from one of the guards. Now all 
he needed was a wick and a small container of oil.

Creating a wick was easy. He pulled at the threads of his prison 
clothing and wove them together. Obtaining oil, however, was a 
problem. ַחנּוָּכה was only a few days away and the few moments he 
spent out of his cell were not enough for him to make the necessary 
arrangements.

The day before ֲחֻנָּכה Yosef sat sadly in his cell. He would not be able 
to perform the ִמְצָוה for which he longed. He hoped for a miracle. As 
evening drew near, Yosef was struck by an idea. Perhaps he would not 
be able to fulfill the ִמְצָוה in its fullest sense, but he would try his best. He 
picked up a jagged rock, walked over to the wall, and began to chisel 
out the form of a ְמנֹוָרה: a base and eight branches. He wedged his one 
precious wick firmly into a crack in the wall where he had carved out the 
form of the first light. He then removed the match he had held onto for 
the past few weeks, struck it against the concrete wall, proudly recited 
the blessings of the ֲחֻנָּכה lights and touched the fire to the wick. The 
improvised wick caught fire, and Yosef gazed at the small flickering 
flame that lit up the cell.

It did not burn very long, perhaps only a few seconds, but it had 
ignited. The tiny flame had illuminated that dark Siberian cell for but a 
moment, lending hope and promise to a bold and brave Jew in a cold, 
lonely chamber … and long after that flame had been extinguished, 
it continued to burn strongly inside the soul of a young, courageous 
refusenik.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

… Truth will sprout from the earth ֱאֶמת ֵמֶאֶרץ ִּתְצָמח…)ְּתִהִּלים פה:יב(
ַזַצ״ל רֹוזֹוְבְסִקי  ְׁשמּוֵאל   would ָּפסּוק s explanation of this’ר׳ 
explain why the ַהַחִּיים  .to always find the truth זֹוֶכה was ַּכף 
He would explain to his ִזיְך“ ,ַּתְלִמיִדים הַאלט  מֶענטׁש  ַא  מֶער   װָאס 

ֶאֶמת דֶער  זֶעהן  צּו  ִאים  פַאר  ֶעס  ִאיז  גִרינגֶער  ַאלץ   The more—ִנידֶעִריק, 
humble a person [lowly as earth], the easier it is for him 
to recognize the truth [which sprouts from the earth].”  

 

Source: משל אבות

 Yahrtzeit of R' Chaim Volozhin. He – 1821 / 5581 ִסיָון 14
was born in 1749 to ר׳ ִיְצָחק and ר׳ ִיְצָחק .ִרְבָקה was a ֶרִּבי in 
Volozhin (Belarus). When ר׳ ַחִּיים was 12 years old, his 
father took him to learn under ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ִזיְסִקינד, who was 
the ָרב in Minsk and later Hamburg. At the age of 15 he 
became a close ַּתְלִמיד of the ַׁשֲאַגת ַאְרֵיה, who also had a 
 went ר׳ ַחִּיים in Minsk at that time. At the age of 19 ְיִׁשיָבה
to learn under the Vilna Gaon. He saw in his ֶרִּבי the ַּגְדלּו

 .ִראׁשֹוִנים that belonged to the time of the ת

In 1774, upon his ֶרִּבי’s direction, ַחִּיים  ָרב became ר׳ 
of Volozhin, where he remained for 15 years. Upon 
the ְּפִטיָרה of ַהָּגדֹול ְׁשֹלמֹה  ַהְגָר״א one of the ,ר׳   he ,ַּתְלִמיֵדי 
accepted the plea of the ְקִהָּלה of Vilkomir to become 
their ר׳ ַחִּיים .ָרב left Vilkomir a year later and returned to 
Volozhin to serve as their ָרב until his ְּפִטיָרה. He refused 
to receive any salary, and earned his living from a linen 
factory. 

In 1803, 5 years after the Vilna Gaon’s ַחִּיים ,ְּפִטיָרה  ר׳ 
established ַחִּיים ֵעץ   He .ְיִׁשיָבה the Volozhin ,ְיִׁשיַבת 
began with just ten ַּתְלִמיִדים, but as the ְיִׁשיָבה’s fame 
spread, the size of the student body increased, 
necessitating an appeal to which the Jews of Russia 
generously responded. ַחִּיים  ְיִׁשיָבה lived to see his ר׳ 
move to a new building with over a hundred ַּתְלִמיִדים. 
Known as the ַהְיִׁשיבֹות  its ,ְיִׁשיבֹות Mother of all ,ֵאם 
approach to learning was followed by the Lithuanian 
 ,such as Slabodka, Mir, Ponevezh, Kelm, Kletsk ְיִׁשיבֹות
and Telz. ַחִּיים ַהַחִּיים s most famous work was'ר׳   ,ֶנֶפׁש 
which emphasizes the importance of ּתֹוָרה and 
  רּוַח ַחִּיים He also authored .ד׳ and being close to ִמְצֹות
on ִּפְרֵקי ָאבֹות and ִנְׁשַמת ַחִּיים, a collection of ְּתׁשּובֹות. Many 
of his ְּתׁשּובֹות were lost in a fire. 

His son ר׳ ִיְצָחק succeeded him as רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה. The ְנִצי״ב 
was ִיְצָחק ְיִׁשיָבה s son-in-law and became’ר׳   of רֹאׁש 
Volozhin together with the ַהֵלִוי ית  ּבֵ  after the ְּפִטיָרה of 
 s first son-in-law. Open for nearly 90 years, tens’ר׳ ִיְצָחק
of thousands of ַּתְלִמיִדים passed through the ְיִׁשיָבה’s 
doors, until the ְנִצי״ב closed the ְיִׁשיָבה in 1892 rather 
than have the Russian government dictate what the 
.must teach ֶרֵּבִיים

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

ִּבְרַּכת ּכֲֹהִנים  

The ָּכל ּבֹו explains that the number of words 
in each ְּבָרָכה of ּכֲֹהִנים  .is very significant ִּבְרַּכת 
The 3 words of the 1st ְּבָרָכה correspond to 
our ָאבֹות ַהְקדֹוִׁשים. The 5 words of the 2nd ְּבָרָכה 
correspond to the 5 ְסָפִרים of the ּתֹוָרה, which 
we received in the merit of our ַהְקדֹוִׁשים  .ָאבֹות 
The 7 words of the 3rd ְּבָרָכה correspond to the 
7 Heavens. The ּכֲ۬הִנים express their wish that ד׳, 
Who rests above the seven heavens, should 
bless us in the ְזכּות of our ָאבֹות and the ּתֹוָרה. 

The ַאבּוְדָרָהם explains (יֹוֵסף ָעָנף   that the 1st (ע׳ 
 on Mondays ֲעִלּיֹות corresponds to the 3 ְּבָרָכה
and Thursdays. The 2nd ְּבָרָכה corresponds to 
the 5 ֲעִלּיֹות on יֹום טֹוב. The 3rd ְּבָרָכה corresponds 
to the 7 ֲעִלּיֹות on ַׁשָּבת. The ּכֲֹהִנים remind us that 
in the ְזכּות of keeping the ּתֹוָרה at all times, we 
will merit all these ְּבָרכֹות from ד׳.

a chicken. ַחִּיים ַיֲעקֹב   ruled that ר׳ 
he should not eat it. For some 
unknown reason, the ָחָכם  ַּתְלִמיד 
was not convinced. He mentioned 
his case to another ּפֹוֵסק, who was 
willing to permit eating the chicken 
on the condition that the ַהַחִּיים  ַּכף 
would nullify his ruling.

ַחִּיים ַיֲעקֹב   nullified his view in ר׳ 
deference to the other ּפֹוֵסק, and 
the ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם returned home with 
his chicken. However, the ַּתְלִמיד 
 never had a chance to eat ָחָכם
the chicken. That ַׁשָּבת, the ַׁשָמׁש 
responsible for placing the ַּתְלִמיד 
 s food in the communal oven'ָחָכם
accidentally forgot about the 
chicken, and it burnt, becoming 
inedible.

My ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב ַחִּיים ,ַּתְלִמיד must have 
reckoned that the ּפֹוֵסק was greater 
than himself and, therefore, the 
owner of the chicken had a ֵדָעה to 
be סֹוֵמְך on. With such modesty 
and respect towards another ּפֹוֵסק, 
is it any wonder that he merited to 
have such ִסַּיְעָּתא ִדְׁשַמָּיא? The crown 
of ּתֹוָרה shines best on someone 
who is respectful and modest!  

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

 

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)  

Dear Talmid,

When one reads the 
 'approbation, of R ,ַהְסָּכָמה

Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ַזַצ״ל, the 
ֲחֵרִדית of the Ashkenazi ַראַב״ד  ,ֵעָדה 
on the ֵסֶפר ַּכף ַהַחִּיים, one can get a 
small glimpse of the esteem in 
which its author, ַיֲעקֹב ַחִּיים  Sofer ר׳ 
 was held. R' Yosef Chaim ,ַזַצ״ל
Sonnenfeld writes that the author 
is “from those who toil in ּתֹוָרה and 
”!ִלְׁשָּמה — ֲעבֹוָדה

R' Yosef Chaim continues, “I 
do not feel worthy to be giving a 
 on this work that was sent ַהְסָּכָמה
to me … it is totally unnecessary. 
The brilliance of the ֵסֶפר can be 
witnessed on its own merit … I 
see how the author toiled with all 
his strength to explain each ֲהָלָכה 
according to all the appropriate 
 and then was always … ִׁשיטֹות
successful in bringing out the final 
   ”… ֲהָלָכה

There was something about 
 that clearly ִּפְסֵקי ַהָלכֹות s’ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב ַחִּיים
showed he had an unusual ִסַּיְעָּתא 
 An example can be seen in .ִדְׁשַמָּיא
the following episode.

Once, a ָחָכם ַיֲעקֹב asked ַּתְלִמיד   ר׳ 
 of ַּכְׁשרּות a question on the ַחִּיים
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One day, Rav Ezra Attieh [Attias] was teaching a shiur. Upon hearing this, Rav Attieh went to pay a 
visit to Ovadia’s father.

Early the next morning, Rav Attieh came to the store 
where Ovadia was working.

A few hours later, Ovadia’s father 
was startled to see Rav Attieh 

himself in the store!

R’ Ezra Attiah זצ״ל, born in Aleppo, Syria, was named after עזרא הנביא because he was 
born after his mother davened at עזרא’s grave in Tedef, Syria. Initially, he studied in 
Aleppo under R’ Yehuda Aslan Attiah, before moving to ירּושלים. In 1907, he learned 
in ישיבת אהל מֹועד (later ּפרת יֹוסף) under R’ Refael Sholom Laniado and R’ Yosef Yedid. 
During WWI, he fled to Egypt, where he founded ישיבת כתר ּתֹורה in Cairo, which continued 
to exist until 1948. Returning to ארץ ישראל, he was appointed ראׁש ישיבה of ּפרת יֹוסף, a 
position he held until his פטירה. He also served on the Sephardic בית דין for 20 years. 

He was a master in nurturing תלמידים and many of them became גדֹולי ישראל and -
.great leaders of their generation מנהיגי הדֹור

Kvod Harav! 
Why is Rabbeinu 

here?

Where is Ovadia? 
This is the second 

day he hasn’t come. 
Is he sick?

He is not sick -- I saw 
him learning in the bet 
hakneset last night.

I came to help 
you in the store instead 
of Ovadia! He has a great 

future ahead of him in 
learning!

Ovadia’s 
learning is so important to 

Klal Yisrael that I am willing to 
come here myself and work for 

you -- just so he can study 
Torah!But, But..

Rabbeinu, What are 
you doing here? Where 

is Ovadia?

How is Ovadia 
feeling? Is he 

sick?

Rabbeinu, he’s fine. 
I would love to send 

him to learn - But times are 
hard and making a living now 

is more important than 
learning.

י“ט אייר   1970 - 1885   5730 - 5645

Ovadia, you 
can go back to Yeshiva. I 

found someone for your father 
who will replace you in the 

store.

Oh! Thank 
you, Rabbeinu, 

thank you.

My Ovadia will 
stay with you!...I 

want to give him to 
klal yisrael.
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come here myself and work for 
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Torah!But, But..
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Rabbeinu, he’s fine. 
I would love to send 
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