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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ְלִתיֲאִני ד׳ ֱאֺלֵקיֶכם ֲאֶשר …     ַוִיְקָרא כ:כד(…)ֶאְתֶכם ִמן ָהַעִמים  ִהְבדַּ  
… I am ד׳, your G-d, Who has separated you from the peoples…  

ַוִיְקָרא כ:כו(…)ֶאְתֶכם ִמן ָהַעִמים  ָוַאְבִדלִכי ָקדֹוש ֲאִני ד׳ …   
… for I, ד׳ , am holy; and I will separate you from the peoples …  
 and ְקֻדָשה discuss the laws of the ְקֺדִשים and ָפָרִשיֹות ַאֲחֵרי מֹות 
purity that characterize the Jewish nation. The ְגָמָרא derives many 
 ;ָפָרִשיֹות in these two ְפסּוִקים from the seemingly repetitious ֲהָלכֹות
however, the repetition that ֲחַז״ל do not address is in these two 
ְלִתיֲאִני ד׳ ֱאֺלֵקיֶכם ֲאֶשר  (1 :ְפסּוִקים ֶאְתֶכם ִמן ָהַעִמים ִהְבדַּ , I am ד׳, your G-d, 
Who has separated you from the peoples… and 2)   ָוַאְבִדלִכי ָקדֹוש ֲאִני ד׳ 
 am holy; and I will separate you from the ,ד׳ ,for I … -ֶאְתֶכם ִמן ָהַעִמים
peoples … 
 If we look closely at these two ְפסּוִקים we realize that the 
first ָפסּוק is in the past tense —  ְלִתיֲאֶשר ִהְבדַּ  — Who has separated 
you, and the second ָפסּוק is in the future tense — ָוַאְבִדל — and I will 
separate you. 
 In ֻסַכת ָדִוד, R' Dovid Kviat ַזַצ״ל suggests that this slight 
variation justifies the repetition of these words. 
 The first ָפסּוק is a reminder of a historic event. On ד׳ ,ַהר ִסיַני 
separated us and commanded us to follow the ּתֹוָרה. We were given a 
clear commandment to maintain that separation. ַרִש״י explains that 
 were differentiated from the other nations and were given ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל
the ּתֹוָרה because of our distinguished heritage from the ָאבֹות, our 
forefathers. This is similar to a prince being told that he is restricted 
from eating in the marketplace. The restriction is based solely on his 

royal heritage. We were told to keep our distance from the nations of 
the world. We must be careful not to learn from their ways. We have 
to look different, act differently, and only then can we be a light to our 
non-Jewish neighbors.  
 The second ָפסּוק is directed to a future issue. There would 
be  times  in  the  history  of  our  nation  in  which  the  separation  
that occurred at ִסיַני would eventually wear off, and then ד׳ will need 
to separate us. We are ד׳’s people, and if we fail to maintain our status 
as the children of ד׳, then He has to remind us to do so. Whether we 
like it or not, we represent ד׳, and we have to be holy, as He is:  ִכי ָקדֹוש
 am holy; and I will separate you ,ד׳ ,for I — ֲאִני ד׳ ָוַאְבִדל ֶאְתֶכם ִמן ָהַעִמים
from the peoples.  
 If we are not careful to maintain our separate identity, ד׳ has 
many nations who are willing to maintain that separation. R' Chaim of 
Volozhin would say, “If the Yidden do not make ִקדּוש (sanctification), 
then the non-Jews will need to make ַהְבָדָלה (separation).” The  ִמְדָרש
ַבַצר ְלָך ּוְמָצאּוָך ֺכל ַהְדָבִרים ָהֵאֶלה  explains the words (ְשמֹות לו:א) ַרָבה

…ְבַאֲחִרית ַהָיִמים ְוַשְבָּת ַעד ד׳ ֱאֺלֶקיָך  — In your distress, [when all these 
things] come upon you in the end of the days, and you will return to ד׳ 
your G-d: The nations of world oppress the Jews so that we should turn 
to ד׳ and do ְּתשּוָבה. It is important to remember that we are the nation 
that is teaching the rest of the world how to behave. Our modesty and 
lifestyle must affect the rest of the world, not the other way around! 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

R' Yechiel Michel Feinstein ַזַצ״ל, born to ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק and 
ר  in Lithuania, lost his father at age 7 and went to live ֶאְסתֵּ
with his grandfather, ָרב ,ר׳ ָדִוד of Stravin, Byelorussia. At 

the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן Meltzer ַזַצ״ל. 
At 16, he left to Mir to learn with ר׳ ְירּוָחם Levovitz ַזַצ״ל. Traveling with  ר׳
 his ,ַזַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ ֺמֶשה .he escaped to the US in 1941 ,ַזַצ״ל Kotler ַאֲהֺרן
uncle, soon summoned him to serve by his side as head of  ְיִשיַבת ִתְפֶאֶרת
 s daughter, Lifsha. He’ָרב In 1946, he married the Brisker .(NY) ְירּוָשַלִים
returned to ל ית ְיהּוָדה in 1952 and founded ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָראֵּ  After his .ְיִשיַבת בֵּ
daughter’s (1976) ְפִטיָרה, he moved the ְיִשיָבה to י ְבַרק  'His son-in-law is R .ְבנֵּ
Tzvi Kaplan ַשִליָט״א.  

 ט״ז אייר
5666 - 5763 
1906 - 2003 

 davened with the ַזַצ״ל Feinstein ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיְכל
same ֲעבֹוָדה and dedication as when he 
learned ּתֹוָרה. His ַּתְלִמיִדים would wait for 
him, not to end ְקִריַאת ְשַמע, but to begin 
it! He sat in thought for a few minutes, 
slowly counting on his fingers. Nobody 
knew why. After his ְפִטיָרה, one ַּתְלִמיד 
related that once,  he plucked up the 
courage to ask ֶרִבי what he was doing. "I 
am counting the ֲעֶשֶרת ַהִדְברֹות," R' Michel 
replied. He would accept each ִדְבָרה of the  ֲעֶשֶרת
 !ְקִריַאת ְשַמע before he recited ַהִדְברֹות

in honor of the bar mitzvah of Tuli Goldschmidt



ת  ָמא: ִהְלכוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו

A Piggyback Ride – Pretty Please

1. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, ְטֵנז עַׁ  ”?… ,שַׁ

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; ַקל ָוֺחֶמר for 
man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by causing 
him to sin … (ְַׁבֵהָמה  .(20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ה

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ַׁמ ִּן ָהע ִּל ֶאְתֶכם מ ְַׁבד     .(20:26 — ד״ה ָוא
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death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 
food, ְטֵנז עַׁ  ”?… ,שַׁ

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; ַקל ָוֺחֶמר for 
man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by causing 
him to sin … (ְַׁבֵהָמה  .(20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ה

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven has 
decreed upon me not to … (ִּים ַׁמ ִּן ָהע ִּל ֶאְתֶכם מ ְַׁבד     .(20:26 — ד״ה ָוא

Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

א יט:יח(…  מֹוָך ֲאִני ד׳. )ַוִיְקרָּ ְוָאַהְבתָּ ְלֵרֲעָך כָּ  
 … and you shall love your fellow like yourself, I am ד׳. 
 Many commentaries discuss the connection between the 
words מֹוָך  The Rebbe of Sadigura offers a .ֲאִני ד׳ and ְוָאַהְבתָּ ְלֵרֲעָך כָּ
simple but profound interpretation of these words. He explains מֹוָך  כָּ
to mean ְתָך  meaning, similar to our behavior towards any fellow ,ְכִמדָּ
Jew [lit. like your measure of ֵאל  so too will be the measure ,[ַאֲהַבת ִיְשרָּ
of  reward a person will receive from ד׳. As the ַבַעל ֵשם טֹוב says on the 
words ד׳ :ד׳ ִצְלָך is your shadow … just as you act towards others, so ד׳ 
will act towards you! 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yaakov Tzvi Zusman was a well-respected שֹוֵחט in the 
community of ְנֵװה ַיֲעֺקב on the outskirts of ַלִים  One day, without .ְירּושָּ
any previous indication of heart trouble, the man suffered a massive 
heart attack and died. His wife, Leah, was quite overwhelmed trying 
to cope with the new daily struggle of survival. 
 Among those who came to comfort the young widow was 
R' Aryeh Levin from ַלִים  He spoke with warmth and offered to .ְירּושָּ
help in any way. Leah was grateful, but did not plan to take advantage 
of the offer. However, the morning after shivah, R’ Aryeh knocked on 
the door and offered to take the two young boys, the older of whom 
was 6, to shul to recite ַקִדיש in memory of their father. 
 The children were thrilled to be going to shul with such a 
kind and famous man, and R' Aryeh would pick up the children early 
every morning to take them to shul.  He did not want the young 
mother to overtax herself, so he would also dress the young boys in 
the morning so that she would be able to take advantage of some 
extra precious moments of sleep.  
 One morning, R' Aryeh was ill, and in his place he sent R' 
Yoel Brand, who lived nearby, to take the boys to shul. R' Yoel arrived 
at  the  house  on  time  and  managed  to  get  the  boys  up  and  
out. Halfway down the street, Uri, the younger brother, refused to 
walk any further.  

 R' Yoel tried every tactic he could think of, but nothing was 
working. Uri just looked down with a frown on his face and big sad, 
brown eyes. R' Yoel felt terrible, but he had tried everything, and Uri 
wouldn’t even tell him what was wrong. Exasperated, R' Yoel finally 
blurted out, “I don’t understand it. You walk when R' Aryeh picks you 
up. What’s the problem?” 
 Uri looked up with tear-filled eyes and said, “That’s because 
every  morning  when  R'  Aryeh  picks  me  up  he  carries  me  on  his 
shoulders.”  
 R' Yoel smiled. He should have known better. Of course R' 
Aryeh would have figured out how to reach this poor child’s heart. He 
bent down and offered Uri a ride. It was not R' Aryeh’s shoulder ride 
— but he took it anyway. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R’ Aryeh was ר  on a Friday. The family was concerned ִנְפטָּ
that the burial be performed early enough in the day so that the 
friends and family that had come from outside ַלִים  would be able ְירּושָּ
to return home before the onset of ת א However, the .ַשבָּ ה ַקִדישָּ  ֶחְברָּ
wished to delay the funeral for several hours so that they would have 
enough time to dig the grave, which was located in an area of hard 
and stony ground. 
 As they stood at the entrance of the cemetery debating the 
issue, the watchman came forth and shared an incredible tale:  
 A few years earlier, R' Aryeh came to him with a private 
request: “Who knows the timetable of a man’s life? Perhaps I may 
depart on a Friday, and the gravesite I bought to be next to my wife is 
rock-hard and stony.  Maybe people attending the funeral will be 
unable to reach their homes before ת  I pray you, please dig up the .ַשבָּ
earth and turn it over so that it will be all broken up and soft.” 
 The  watchman  had  discreetly  prepared  the  grave  as 
requested … and everyone arrived home in time to prepare for ת  .ַשבָּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל י׳ סעיף ד׳
*Eli had tried all possible ways to get his ַחְברּוָתא to stop talking ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע 
about the new boy coming to camp this year. His ַחְברּוָתא was a ‘nice 
guy’  and  Eli  asked  him  politely  and  carefully,  on  several  different 
occasions, to stop and to keep his negative opinions to himself, but 
nothing helped. His ַחְברּוָתא was an accepted ‘fine ָבחּור,’ but he didn’t 
like the new boy and wanted Eli to feel the same. Eli thought that if he 
told certain people about his ַחְברּוָתא’s behavior, he might stop.  
May Eli tell people about his ַחְברּוָתא’s ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע in order to stop it? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: If Eli is certain that he can curb his ַחְברּוָתא from saying the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע, then, if Eli 
follows the 7 conditions mentioned previously, this is the advisable course to follow. 
However, if by his telling someone about his ַחְברּוָתא the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע will be spread further, 
then one must keep trying other solutions. 

 If one forgot to count the ֹעֶמר at nighttime, he should still 
count without making a ָרָכה  during the day until the next בְּ
night. One then continues to count with a ָרָכה   .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, 
one can still continue to count with a ָרָכה  .בְּ



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos
The International

Learning Program ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת

Dear Talmid, 
 R'    Yechiel    Michel 
Feinstein ַזַצ״ל often said that 
when a Yid davens sincerely, with 
all his heart, on behalf of another 
Yid, his ה ִפלָּ א  reaches the תְּ ִכסֵּ
בֹוד  directly, even if he is not a ַהכָּ
great ַצִדיק.  
 One of R' Michel's 
ִמיִדים  once came to give him ַתלְּ
the good news that his daughter 
had become engaged. "It is the 
ה ִׁשיבָּ  .he exclaimed "!נֵּס s'רֹאׁש יְּ
Just a month before, the father 
had asked R' Michel to daven that 
he find his daughter's ִׁשדּוְך 
quickly.  
 “This is not a נֵּס!” R' 
Michel insisted. "When you came 
to see me, I saw your pain and 
was very distressed. I put all my 
heart and soul into the ִהִלים  תְּ
that I recited. I then blessed you 
wholeheartedly. You should know 
that ד׳ fulfills the request of any 
Jew who gives a ה כָּ רָּ  בְּ
wholeheartedly!"  
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein 
״א  recalls the time that he ַׁשִליטָּ
was presented with a difficult 
query concerning a terminally ill 
patient   who   was   in   serious 
condition. The woman wanted 

very much to see the ה  of her ֻחפָּ
engaged daughter. It was  חֹול
ד ֻסכֹות  and the question was ַהּמֹועֵּ
how to find a way that a ה  ֻחפָּ
might   possibly   be   arranged 
during ד ה since) חֹול ַהּמֹועֵּ כָּ  ֲהלָּ
prohibits marrying on ד  .(חֹול ַהּמֹועֵּ
 R' Zilberstein consulted 
with R' Michel and explained the 
ה לָּ אֵּ  to him. After listening ׁשְּ
carefully, R' Michel told him, 
"Why   are   you   looking   for 
leniencies? Let us daven that the 
mother has a long life!" R' Michel 
then davened and did not answer 
his ה לָּ אֵּ  .ׁשְּ
 R' Zilberstein returned to 
the family and instructed them 
not to change the original date of 
the ֲחֻתנָּה. The mother lived to see 
her daughter's wedding, which 
was held during ה  She passed .ֲחנֻכָּ
away the day after the כֹות רָּ ַבע בְּ  ׁשֶׁ
ended.  
 My ִמיד  R' Michel lived ,ַתלְּ
and ן קָּ  d based on the power’ַפסְּ
of a sincere ה ִפלָּ  .for another Yid תְּ
Think about others during your 
ה ִפלָּ ִפלֹות it will help your ;תְּ  תְּ
reach directly to the בֹוד א ַהכָּ  !ִכסֵּ

רּוְך! רֹו בָּ ִהי ִזכְּ   יְּ
ִדידּות יְּ ִבי Your                         ,בְּ  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

We all have a beautiful ְמַחֵייב from the fax we 
received from Binyomin Schwartz, 3rd grade, 
Kesser  Torah  Yeshiva,  Sydney,  Australia. 
Australia is starting their winter months and 
these תֹות    !are short ֲעְרֵבי ַשבָּ
The contest: During the weeks leading up to 
ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ ַשת ֹקַרח and until ַקבָּ רָּ ת פָּ  learn at ,ַשבָּ
least 45 minutes before ה ת every ִמְנחָּ  ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
in either your ה ש or local ְיִשיבָּ  Each .ֵבית ִמְדרָּ
week that you learn for an hour or more will 
be considered another entry into the raffle. 
The basic rules: There is no particular ִלּמּוד to 
learn and you can even review your  ְשַנִים
ד ַּתְרּגּום א ְוֶאחָּ  However, if you can .ִמְקרָּ
arrange for a group, and you have a ִשעּור to 
learn ת ת especially about ,ִהְלכֹות ַשבָּ  ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
you will receive an extra chance in the raffle 
each week that there is a group with a ִשעּור. 
This contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade.  
If you are interested in joining this program, 
please send in your fax signed by a parent by 
Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. Please 
include your name, grade, ה  city and ,ְיִשיבָּ
state. Please include your contact and fax 
number, and your name will be entered into 
another drawing for a beautiful set of  אֹות ִמְקרָּ
ִשים  !ְּגדֹולֹות חּומָּ



Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

In the early 1960s, Hacham Yosef Messas 
paid a visit to a small development in the 

southern city of Eilat...

At Minhah, the bet hakneset was 
filled with a large crowd...

After that Yosef kept shabbat. and the short 
visit of Hacham Yosef Messas would long be 
remembered in that southern section of Eilat!

after the Shabbat tefilah...

ב‘ שבט  1974 - 1892  5734 - 5652

Hacham Yosef Messas זצ״ל was born in Meknes, Morocco. He was orphaned of 
his father at age 14 and had to provide for his family while keeping up with his 
studies. He attended Yeshivat Etz Haim where he studied with R’ Haim Berdugo 
in Meknes. In 1924 he was asked to serve as Chief Rabbi of Tlemcen, Algeria. 
During the 17 years that he served there, he concentrated on strengthening 
the city, especially in the area of כשרות. In 1940 he returned to Meknes to 
serve on the בית דין with R’ Rephael Baruch Toledano זצ״ל and R’ Yehoshua 
Berdugo זצ״ל. He turned down offers to be ראב״ד of Casablanca and Cairo. 
In 1964 he moved to קרית שמואל in Haifa, where he served until his פטירה. He 

authored נחלת אבות ,נר מצוה ,מים חיים and more.

Oh, no! The Hacham 
is going to see Yosef... 

I’ve got to do something 
quickly!

An important saddik 
is in our midst! He’s 

staying at the home of 
the Zahavi family.

Shalom to you, 
fellow Jew! You 

probably forgot that 
today is our sacred 

Shabbat!

Who’s 
that Righteous 
Rabbi? He spoke 
in such a soft 
voice... so full 
of love for a 
fellow Jew!

V’et Shabsotay 
tishmoru, Ani Hashem 

Elokechem! Guard the day 
of shabbat, I am Hashem, Your 

G-d. ... shekulah shabbat k’neged 
kol hamitzvot! keeping or 

trangressing the shabbat is like 
keeping or trangressing all 

mitzvot of Hashem...

Well, 
if you are 

interested, 
R’ Yosef will 

be speaking at 
minhah today 

in the bet 
hakneset!

He did not 
even rebuke 

me!

...I think we 
should go 
that way...

He’s trying 
to protect my 

honor...

Leave it to 
me!
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