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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ה … ׁשֹור אֹו    ְלאָּ הָּ י וָּ ינִּ ּיֹום ַהְׁשמִּ ּמֹו ומִּ ים ַתַחת אִּ ְבַעת יָּמִּ יָּה ׁשִּ ֵלד ְוהָּ וָּ י יִּ … כִּ
 )ויקרא כ״ב:כ״ז(

 When an ox…is born, it shall remain under its mother for 
seven days; and from the eighth day on…  
 Why  is  it  necessary  to  state  that  the  newborn  will  be 
together with its mother for seven days? Would it not suffice merely to 
state that the animal is fit for a sacrifice when it is eight days old or 
older? 
 The ׁש ְדרָּ ל gives a מִּ ׁשָּ  to explain that the first seven days are מָּ
also a necessity. A king once imposed a decree in his kingdom that any 
person wishing to have an audience with him must first appear before 
the governor. So, too, states the ׁש ְדרָּ  an animal is unfit to come ,מִּ
before הקב״ה until it has lived in the world for seven days and spent a 
ת ת in this world. Upon being imbued with the spirit of ַׁשבָּ  the) ַׁשבָּ
governor), the animal is then ready to be received by הקב״ה. 
 The Taz (ה רנ״ה  points out that for this reason, we (יֹוֶרה ֵדעָּ
celebrate the ר כָּ לֹום זָּ ת on the ׁשָּ ה preceding the ַׁשבָּ ילָּ ית מִּ  of a ְברִּ
newborn  baby  boy.  The  child  is  not  ready  to  absorb  the  sanctity 
inherent in the ה ילָּ ית מִּ ת until he first experiences a ְברִּ  .in the world ַׁשבָּ
 There is a story told (Visions of Greatness VI, Page 199) 
about Señor Yaakov Yaakobi, a secular Jew, who was in the process of 

becoming religious. He owned a parcel of property in the downtown 
section of Mexico City. The year was 1985; the Mexican economy had 
suffered a strong downturn. Señor Yaakobi was losing money every 
day that he held the property with no tenants, and he couldn’t find a 
buyer.     
 The first ה ְצוָּ  that Señor Yaakobi chose to keep entirely was מִּ
ת  and the first Friday after his commitment came with an ,ַׁשבָּ
unbelievable challenge. An interested team of buyers had come to 
evaluate the property on Friday afternoon. As the hour was getting 
very late, he said, “Gentlemen, perhaps we can adjourn our meeting 
and continue our discussion on Monday morning?” 
 The men left, but they never returned on Monday morning. 
Less than one month later, a devastating earthquake struck Mexico 
City. The city reeled in disbelief, as only a few buildings withstood the 
tremors.  One  such  building  was  none  other  than  Señor  Yaakobi’s 
empty  office  building.  Within  days,  he  sold  his  suddenly  valuable 
property for a huge sum of money, far greater than what he could 
have ever dreamed of before the quake. 
 Señor Yaakov Yaakobi learned firsthand the value of living 
through a first ת   .ַׁשבָּ

Adapted from: Words of Torah (with kind permission from NCYI) 

R' Moshe Isserles (ַרָמ״א) ַזַצ״ל was born in Kraków, Poland, 
to ָרֵאל ָכה ִדיָנה and ר׳ ִישְׂ ִחיֵאל ,His grandfather .ַמלְׂ  ,Luria ר׳ יְׂ
was the first ָרב of Brisk. He learned under  ָנא ר׳ ָשלֹום ַשכְׂ

ִלין ַזַצ״ל  who later became his father-in-law. His 1st wife, Golda, was ,ֵמלּובְׂ
ֶטֶרת  at a young age (20) and he later named his shul, built by his father, in ִנפְׂ
her memory. The ַרָמ״א later married Sprintze, the daughter of  ַכי דְׂ ר׳ ָמרְׂ
שֹון ַהכֵֺּהן ִשיָבה About 1550, he returned to Kraków and founded a .ֵגרְׂ  In .יְׂ
1553, he was appointed as the ָרב. He wrote ֵכי מֶֺּשה ּתֹוַרת  ,ּתֹוַרת ַהַחָטאת ,ַדרְׂ
ִחיר ַיִין ,ָהעֹוָלה  did for ֵבית יֹוֵסף Similar to what the .ַהַמָפה and שו״ת ָהַרָמ״א ,מְׂ
ָפַרד ֵני סְׂ ָהִגים established the ַרָמ״א the ,בְׂ ֵקי ֲהָלָכה and ִמנְׂ ַנז for ִפסְׂ כְׂ ֵני ַאשְׂ  .בְׂ

 י״ח אייר
5280 - 5332 
1520 - 1572 

 R' Moshe Isserles ַזַצ״ל, the ַרָמ״א, in his ַהְקָדָמה 
to ה  writes that while he was ,ַדְרֵכי ֺמשֶׁ
completing his ר ִהְלכֹות  and writing ֲהָלָכה ֵספֶׁ
ר the ,ַחָלה ר' יֹוֵסף קַארֹו  authored by ֵספֶׁ
 .emerged on the scene ,ֵבית יֹוֵסף ,ַזַצ״ל
With glowing words, the ַרָמ״א writes that 
the ר  has everything. He continues that ֵספֶׁ
he cried to ד׳ that there was nothing to 
add; his effort was like “A candle in the sun 
— what is it worth?” But similar to ֵבית ִהֵלל, 
who first taught ֵבית ַשַמאי’s ֲהָלָכה, his work became the 
 .ְבֵני ַאְשְכַנז for ְפַסק

in honor of Kollel D’Flatbush



ת  ָמא: ִהְלכוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו

Shabbos Saved His LifeLiving   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment Sage Sayings

א כג:ג(…  רָּ א ֺקֶדש... )ַוִיקְּׁ רָּ תֹון ִמקְּׁ ִביִעי ַשַבת ַשבָּ ּוַבֹום ַהשְּׁ  
 … and the seventh day is a day of complete rest, a holy con-
vocation … 
 The א רָּ מָּ ת י:) גְּׁ  teaches that one who gives a gift (not as (ַשבָּ
ה קָּ דָּ  ד' .must inform the recipient that he is the one giving the gift (צְּׁ
told ֺמֶשה to inform ֵאל רָּ ֵני ִישְּׁ  that He is giving them a special gift from בְּׁ
His private treasure house called ת א The .ַשבָּ רָּ מָּ  concludes that this גְּׁ
refers to the special rewards 'ד grants to those who are ת  ,שֹוֵמר ַשבָּ
not the obvious ה נּוחָּ ת tranquility, of keeping ,מְּׁ    .ַשבָּ
 The reward for keeping ת א is not just in ַשבָּ ם ַהבָּ  We find .עֹולָּ
in ִמירֹות ֵרִני :זְּׁ מְּׁ ת ֵקל ִישְּׁ ה ַשבָּ רָּ מְּׁ ת when I keep ,ִכי ֶאשְּׁ  will protect ד' ,ַשבָּ
me (א רָּ ן ֶעזְּׁ ה… and (ִאבְּׁ כָּ רָּ ִניַח בְּׁ הָּ ֵּתיֶכם לְּׁ ֶאל ּתֹוְך בָּ , keeping [ת  leaves [ַשבָּ
our homes filled with ה כָּ רָּ מּוֵאל) בְּׁ רּוְך ַבר שְּׁ   .(בָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Shimon (Sam) Zeitlin ע״ה was born in Brooklyn in 1945 into 
a non-religious home. His father passed away when he was 5, and his 
mother was often ill. Faced with these difficulties, young Sam always 
pushed himself to succeed. 
 In 1965, he joined the New York State cycling team and 
became an instant sensation. Within a short period of time, he won 
championships in the U.S., Canada, Europe, and Central America. 
 As  a  new  cycling  star,  Shimon  became  the  target  of 
anti-Semitism, some open and some hidden. Once he finished first in 
the Grand Prix of the Americas at Northbrook, Illinois. However, the 
judges, citing a rule that had never been enforced until that day — 
and has never been since — disqualified him. The rule states that at 
no  time  during  the  race  can  a  contestant  take  his  hands  off  the 
handlebars because this could endanger other cyclists. Shimon had 
raised his hands in victory just before crossing the finish line.  
 Though Shimon, or Sam as he was then known, was not 
religious at the time, he was proud of his Jewishness, and the hatred 
he  was  being  subjected  to  was  difficult  to  tolerate.  It  had  been 
expected that he would join the U.S. cycling team in the forthcoming 
Olympic games in Munich, Germany. However, Shimon now decided 

that if he was going to participate in the Olympics, he would do so as 
a member of a Jewish team. 
 Shimon flew to ֵאל רָּ  and joined the Israeli cycling ֶאֶרץ ִישְּׁ
team. He participated in the Maccabia Games and won so many 
events that some were predicting he would win a gold medal at the 
Olympics. 
 One evening after a hard day of training, Shimon decided to 
visit the ִבי ִטית .for the first time in his life ֺכֶתל ַהַמֲערָּ רָּ ה פְּׁ חָּ גָּ  arranged ַהשְּׁ
for Shimon to meet two brothers at the ֺכֶתל, R' Chaim and R' Dovid 
Goldberg, who in turn introduced him to R' Gershon Weinberger, 
who drew Shimon close and introduced him to the beauty of ה  ּתֹורָּ
and a ה  ,life. He also introduced Shimon to R' Noach Weinberg ּתֹורָּ
founder of ה ה ֵאש ַהּתֹורָּ ִשיבָּ  in the Old City. At that time, R' Noach יְּׁ
headed a small ה ִשיבָּ ַרק in יְּׁ ֵני בְּׁ  that he had recently founded, and בְּׁ
Shimon became his fifth ִמיד  .ַּתלְּׁ
 Before long, Shimon was keeping all the ֹות  and ִמצְּׁ
experiencing a joy in life that he had never felt before. He was still 
cycling, and looked forward to participating in the Olympic Games 
that were fast approaching. 
 The Israeli Sports Federation announced that the cyclists’ 
Olympic trials would be held on ת  Shimon informed the .ַשבָּ
committee that he could not participate if the trials were on ת  .ַשבָּ
They were wholly unsympathetic, saying that the date was fixed and 
would  not  be  changed.  Shimon  was  devastated.  He  had  spent 
hundreds of lonely hours training for this moment. Now he was being 
denied his opportunity to compete in the Olympics. He rethought the 
situation and was grateful that 'ד had led him to the people who 
made him realize that keeping ת  was far more important than his ַשבָּ
cycling career. He did not participate in the trials. 
 That year was 1972. At the Olympics Games in Munich, 
Germany, Arab terrorists murdered the Israeli Olympic team.  ֺקם ד' ִינְּׁ
ם מָּ  !דָּ
 Shimon Zeitlin would often say, “I gave up my Olympics 
dream for ת ת and ,ַשבָּ   ”!saved my life ַשבָּ

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל י׳ סעיף ו׳
*Eli had tried all possible ways to get his ַחְברּוָתא to stop relating  ָלׁשֹון
 about the new boy that was coming to camp this year. Eli had asked ָהָרע
him  politely  and  carefully,  on  several  different  occasions,  to  stop 
speaking ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע and to keep his negative opinions to himself, but 
nothing helped. His ַחְברּוָתא would tell anyone he met his ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע 
about the new boy. Eli realized that he needed to warn people about 
his ַחְברּוָתא’s ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע, even though it might spread further. 
Is Eli permitted to warn other people about his ַחְברּוָתא’s ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Eli should do as much damage control as needed and is permitted to warn other 
people that his  ַחְברּוָתאis speaking  ,ָלׁשֹון ָהָרעeven if the  ָלׁשֹון ָהָרעmay be spread further. If 
Eli can try other solutions, then obviously that would be better.  

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while 
standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember 
you forgot to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, stand 
up and count ְסִפיָרה. 

 The אּור ֲהָלָכה ִבְרַכת  that we learn that all ְגָמָרא quotes the בֵּ
 of ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ַהִמְצֹות
 .ְסִפיָרה

The ַרָמ״א was ִנְפָטר on ל״ג ָבעֹוֶמר, and every year on that day 
people from all over Poland would gather to say ְתִהִלים and 
listen to the ָרב of Cracow give a ד  ,ָרב One year, the Cracow .ֶהְספֵּ
R' Bunim Sofer ַזַצ״ל, began his ד  !… ְבֻחֺקַתי … ְבַהר … ֶאֺמר“ ,ֶהְספֵּ
בֹות is the ֶאֺמר י תֵּ זַײן יָארצַײט פַאלט ַאלֶעמָאל צִװשן   ,ַרָמ״א of ָראשֵּ
 ָפָרִשּיֹות always falls between [the יָארצַײט His — ְבַהר אּון ְבֻחֺקַתי
of] ְבַהר and ְבֻחֺקַתי! — This is a ֶרֶמז that his ֲהָלכֹות are accepted 
and have the ְקֻדָשה like the ֻחִקים given by  ֺמֶשה on ַהר ִסיַני!” 

Source: )חיים שיש בהם )על מועדי השנה  



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
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Dear Talmid, 
 The מֹוֵרינּו ָהַרב ְשֺלֺמה  ,ַמַהְרַש״ל
 'R ,ַרָמ״א learned with the ,לּוִרָיה ַזַצ״ל
Moshe Isserles ַזַצ״ל, in ְיִשיָבה. At the 
 ,cried ַמַהְרַש״ל the ,ַרָמ״א of the ֶהְסֵפד
“…On the ַרְמַב״ם’s ֶקֶבר is written the 
words, ‘ ִמֺמֶשה ַעד ֺמֶשה לֺא ָקם ְבִיְשָרֵאל
 ֺמֶשה till [ַרֵבינּו] ֺמֶשה From — ְכֺמֶשה!
[the ַרְמַב״ם] there was never in  ְכַלל
 anyone so great!’ Concerning ִיְשָרֵאל
the ַרָמ״א we can also say,  ִמֺמֶשה
]ַרְמַב״ם[ ַעד ֺמֶשה ]ַרָמ״א[ לֺא ָקם ְבִיְשָרֵאל  
 These words were inscribed ”!ְכֺמֶשה
on the ַרָמ״א’s tombstone.    
 Once the ַרָמ״א had a situation 
that caused an uproar throughout the 
entire  region.  He  officiated  at  a 
marriage on ַשָבת and had to write the 
following ְתשּוָבה: 
 “Although it is not the law 
that we may hold marriages on ַשָבת, 
we   have   these   two   exceptional 
opinions to rely upon in times of 
emergency; for great is the principle of 
protecting the honor of human beings, 
and at times the parties are unable to 
agree on the dowry until Friday night, 
and the wedding is then held. … 
 “…I heard behind me the 
sound of a great noise (complaints)… It 
concerned the action taken by me 
recently when I arranged a wedding … 
It was in the  dark  of  night  on  Friday 
evening, an hour and a half after night 
had fallen … a poor man … who had 
betrothed his elder daughter … went 
to his world (passed away) … The 
daughter was left bereaved … of all 
except one relative … Then, when the 
time came for her marriage … she did 
not see anything of the dowry …  
 was approaching, her ַשָבת“ 
relatives who were to give the dowry 
closed their fists … Then   the   groom   
absolutely refused to marry her. He 
paid no attention  to  the  pleas  of  the 
leaders of the city that he refrain from 
putting a daughter of Israel to shame 
for the sake of mere money … they 
finally agreed …” 
 My ַתְלִמיד, only someone of 
the status of the ַרָמ״א can make  such  
a  ruling,  but  the message about what 
we must consider and forgo in order 
not to shame others is appropriate for 
us all! 

 ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

 The קֹול ּתֹוָרה on ָבת  was ֶעֶרב שַׁ
booming in ת עַׁ יָבה ּתֹוָרה ָודַׁ  when a group of ְישִׁ
17 elementary and יְבָּתא  boys from various ְמתִׁ
יבֹות ת  gathered last week to learn ְישִׁ ְשמַׁ לּוי נִׁ ְלעִׁ
"ל צַׁ ים ֶבן דֹוב זַׁ יִׁ ְשָרֵאל חַׁ ב יִׁ  Rav Belsky] מֹוֵרינּו ָהרַׁ
"ל צַׁ  This program is from 4:45pm – 6:30pm .[זַׁ
and will be continuing for the next six weeks.       
 The International Pirchei ָבת  ֶעֶרב שַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to  ת ָבלַׁ קַׁ
ּתֹוָרה ח and until הַׁ ת ֹקרַׁ ָבת ָפָרשַׁ  learn at least ,שַׁ
45 minutes before ְנָחה ָבת every מִׁ  in ,ֶעֶרב שַׁ
either your יָבה ְדָרש or local ְישִׁ  Each .ֵבית מִׁ
week that you learn for an hour or more will   
be considered another entry into the raffle. 
 The basic rules: There is no 
particular ּמּוד  to learn and you can even לִׁ

review your ְרּגּום ְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ּתַׁ ם מִׁ יִׁ  ,However .ְשנַׁ
if you can arrange for a group, and you have 
a עּור ָבת to learn שִׁ ְלכֹות שַׁ  especially about ,הִׁ
ָבת ת שַׁ ּדּושַׁ  you will receive an extra chance ,קִׁ
in the raffle each week that there is a group 
with a עּור  This contest is open for all ages .שִׁ
up to 12th grade.  

 If you are interested in joining this 
program, please send in your fax signed by a 
parent by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. 
Please include your name, grade, יָבה  city ,ְישִׁ
and state. Please include your contact and fax 
number, and your name will be entered into 
another drawing for a beautiful set of  ְקָראֹות מִׁ
ים  !ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמשִׁ



Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

At an Agudah dinner honoring R’ Eliezer Silver...

...He collected more than $5 million [...today it would be worth 
close to $100 million] to save Jews in Europe. He donned a 

uniform and traveled to DP camps all over post-war Europe. 
He paid for over 10,000 visas... Let me share a story... He 

visited local monasteries, always at the same time of day...

Months later the workers were 
setting up the same hall...

The plaque honoring R’ Silver was sent 
to Agudas Yisroel Headquarters.

...and he left every single 
orphanage with the Jewish children.

The Agudah administration 
contacted R’ Silver...

R’ Silver refused to receive any 
honor for his klal work. The plaque 

is stored in the Agudah archives!

In 1943, three days before Yom Kippur, he led 
400 rabbonim in a march to protest FDR’s lack 

of intervention to save Europe’s Jews…

ט‘ שבט  1968 - 1882  5728 - 5642

R’ Eliezer Silver זצ״ל was born in Obeliai, Lithuania, to ר׳ ּבּונם צמח and מלכה. He learned 
in Dvinsk with the Rogatchover Gaon (who called him a gadol in תורה and חסד), the 
 Grodzenski when ר׳ חיים עֹוזר from סמיכה He received .ר׳ חיים סֹולֹובײצ׳יק and אֹור שמח
he was 24. In 1907, he and his wife Pearl immigrated to America. He took a position 
as רב in New York, then in Pennsylvania, and later on in Massachusetts. In 1931, 
he accepted a position as רב in Cincinnati, where he remained until his passing. 
He founded the American branch of אגודת ישראל and established the ועד הצלה. He 
established the Orthodox Union of Rabbonim in America [and Canada] and positively 
impacted the influence of Orthodox Rabbonim to this day. He also founded the 

Chofetz Chaim Day School and wrote ענפי ארז and צמח ארז (edited by his son).

This plaque 
is in honor of the 

accomplishments of 
our leader, whose entire 
life in America has been 

focused on mesiras 
nefesh for assisting a 

fellow Jew...

Kinderlach, it’s 
bedtime... let’s sing 

together loud...
...Shema Yisroel....

Hamalach Hagoel...

Hey, Bob! look at 
this...it says Agudath 
Israel on the top...

Ach... how 
did they find it? I 
hoped it would be 

thrown out!

Oh! The 
thought of the 

plaque was nice, 
but it has no 
value to me...

Rabbi, I’m 
telling you that we 

have no Jewish children 
here. In any case it’s late 
in the evening and we are 

putting the children to bed. 
Please come back in the 

morning.

I need 
to come in 
right now - 
just for 2 

minutes!

Mama, 
Mama...

OK, 
just for 2 

minutes... no 
longer.
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