
בס״ד

PIRCHEI 
Agudas Yisroel of America

May 7, 2016 - כ"ט ניסן, תשע"ו - Vol: 3 Issue: 27

פרשה: אחרי מות - הפטרה: ...ויאמר לו יהונתן מחר חדש... )שמואל א כ:יח-מב(
מברכים ראש חודש אייר  )מולד ליל שבת קודש בשעה:  חלקים 17 + 22:59(

י״ד לעומר      אבות א      דף יומי: קידושין כ"ט      מצות עשה: 2   מצות לא תעשה: 26

This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored

TorahThoughts

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ֺּאָתם   ט ל ִמָכל חַּ י ִיְשָראֵּ ל ְבנֵּ ר עַּ פֵּ ת עֹוָלם ְלכַּ ֺּאת ָלֶכם ְלֻחקַּ נָּׁהְוָהְיָתה ז … ַאַחת ַבשָּׁ
ִיְקָרא טז:לד(   )וַּ

 This shall be to you an eternal decree to bring atonement on 
ל י ִיְשָראֵּ  …for all their sins once a year ְבנֵּ
 Why does the ּתֹוָרה emphasize that the atonement of  יֹום
  ?only once a year יֹום טֹוב occurs once a year? Isn’t every ִכפּור
 R' Tzvi Hirsch Farber, ״ל צַּ ״ל ,cites R' Yaakov Charif ,זַּ צַּ  who ,זַּ
compared this to a chronically ill man with a medical specialist’s whose 
regular  practice  is  in  a  far-off  city.  Whenever  the  man’s  illness 
becomes serious and life-threatening, his caretakers must transport 
him to the big city so that his doctor can administer treatment. There 
are  times,  however,  when  the  illness  becomes  so  severe  that  the 
patient cannot wait until he reaches his own doctor. Consequently, at 
each station along the way, he arranges to see a doctor in that city 
who can provide him with emergency medical treatment until he 
reaches the big city. 
 So, too, is ל י ִיְשָראֵּ  .s relationship with sin and atonement’ְבנֵּ
As ֶמֶלְך ִדיק  :(קֶֺּהֶלת ז:כ)  teaches us ְשֺלמֺּה הַּ ין צַּ ֲעֶשה טֹוב … ִכי ָאָדם אֵּ ֲאֶשר יַּ
ֺּא ֶיֱחָטא  For there is no man so wholly righteous ... that he [always] — ְול
does good and never sins. Each of us needs that awesome day when 
 listens to our brokenhearted pleas for forgiveness. Every year הקב״ה
we hope to continue our endeavors to improve until יֹום ִכפּור when we 

can be healed and we can receive our annual dose of atonement, 
which enables us to continue for yet another year.  
 Sometimes, however, people are simply too “ill” to “make it” 
until that holy day. In such a difficult and critical situation, הקב״ה 
provides intermittent stops during the year for the “patients,” which 
serve as a “mini” יֹום ִכפּור. This offers them the opportunity for ְּתשּוָבה, 
enabling them to “make it” until the holiest day of the year — יֹום ִכפּור. 
 We should view the various types of trials and difficulties 
that we confront during the year as true reflections of הקב״ה’s 
kindness. הקב״ה creates opportunities to help us address our personal 
issues,   whether   problems   with   learning,   earning   a   living,   or  
maintaining good health.  
 At  times,  the  greater  Jewish  community  is  struck  with  a 
tragedy, e.g. the passing of a great ִדיק ״ל .צַּ ת  teach us that ֲחזַּ ִמתַּ
ִדיִקים יֹום  the death of the righteous, atones in the same manner as ,צַּ
 s ways of communicating an important’הקב״ה This is one of .ִכפּור
message to us: We need another יֹום ִכפּור. 
 promises us the opportunity to have just one day of הקב״ה  
the year — ּפּור  for our atonement. However, that is on the — יֹום כִּ
condition that we are constantly working to try to better ourselves and 
have no need for any additional ‘mini’ ּפּור   .יֹום כִּ
Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (5) (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

 was born in Manhattan’s Lower ַזַצ״ל Schustal ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה
East Side to ר׳ טּוְבָיה ְירּוָחם ִפיׁשל, an Amshinover ָחִסיד, and 
ְמִתיְבָתא ִתְפֶאֶרת  As a youth, he learned briefly in .ֶאְסֵתר

ֶרִבי  was his ַזַצ״ל Heiman ר׳ ְׁשֺלֺמה .ְיִׁשיָבה תֹוָרה ְוַדַעת and later in ,ְירּוָׁשַלִים
ר׳  Mendlowitz sent ר׳ ְׁשַרָגא פַײװל ,In 1945 .ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים in learning and ֻמְבָהק
 ֵבית ִמְדָרׁש ֶעְליֹון to open ,ַזַצ״ל Ungarischer ר׳ ָדן ,ַחְברּוָתא along with his ,ִשְמָחה
where he was רֺאׁש ּכֹוֵלל for nearly thirty years. Shortly thereafter, ר׳ ִשְמָחה 
married ָשָרה, daughter of ר׳ ְׁשמּוֵאל Ehrenfeld ַזַצ״ל, the Mattersdorfer ָרב. In 
1977, he moved to Stamford, Connecticut, as רֺאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה of ֵבית ִבְנָיִמין. He 
authored ֶחֶמד ִשְמָחה. His תֹוָרה and ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳ glowed with his ִשְמַחת ַהַחִיים. 

 ב׳ אייר
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רֺאׁש ְיִׁשיַבת ֵבית  ,ַזַצ״ל Schustal ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה
 of Stamford, Connecticut, was a model ִבְנָיִמין
of ֲעבֹוָדה ,ּתֹוָרה, and ְגִמילּות ֶחֶסד for our 
generation. He delivered his ִׁשעּוִרים only 
after hours of toil to ensure that it was 
 ,ְנִעימּות He davened with great .ֱאֶמת
sweetness, that radiated with ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים. 
After one יֹום ִכּפּור, a well-known ָרב in 
Monsey was so inspired by ר׳ ִשְמָחה’s 
davening, he presented him a gift. ר׳ ִשְמָחה 
greeted all his [former] ַּתְלִמיִדים with an 
affectionate kiss, regardless of where they were holding 
in life! 

in honor of our readers in Clifton, NJ



ת  ָמא: ִהְלכוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו

The Happiest Levaya

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה state explicitly that ַאֲהֹרן performed the 
ּפּור of ֲעבֹוָדה   ?had commanded הקב״ה exactly as יֹום כִּ

2. What is ״י ָוַחי  of ָּפסּוק s interpretation of the words of the’ַרשִּ
 ?and you shall live by them — ָבֶהם

1. It is stated to praise ַאֲהֹרן. The ּתֹוָרה is testifying to the fact that the only reason 
that ַאֲהֹרן wore the ְִּגֵדי ְכהּוָנה  s decree — he did not’הקב״ה was in order to fulfill ב
wear them for self-glorification (16:34 — ד״ה ַוַיַעׂש). 

 עֹוָלם ַהָבא .In this world it is man’s destiny to die .עֹוָלם ַהָבא must mean in ָוַחי ָבֶהם .2
is the only place where life is eternal (18:5 — ד״ה ָוַחי ָבֶהם). 
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Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָיֵראָת ֵמֱאֺלֶקיָך   ֵני ָזֵקן וְּ ָת פְּ ָהַדרְּ ֵני ֵשיָבה ָתקּום וְּ ָרא יט:לב(… ִמפְּ )ַוִיקְּ  
 In the presence of an elderly person shall you rise, and you 
shall honor the presence of a sage, and you shall revere your G-d … 
לּוס  קְּ גּום אּונְּ  deviates from the literal translation and ַתרְּ
renders the words ֵני ֵשיָבה ָתקּום קּום as ִמפְּ ָתא תְּ אֹוַריְּ ַסַבר בְּ  ,ִמן ֳקָדם דְּ
From one who is learned in תֹוָרה you should stand. The ָמָרא ִקידּוִשין ) גְּ
ֵני ָזֵקן on the words (לב: ָת פְּ ָהַדרְּ  also refers to a ָזֵקן explains that וְּ
young person who is a ִמיד ָחָכם   .ַתלְּ
 The ִחינּוְך explains: the more one shows respect for a  ִמיד ַתלְּ
 ,itself. This message תֹוָרה the more one acquires a love for the ,ָחָכם
to appreciate the great love one should have for תֹוָרה, is learned in 
other subtle ways too.   

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 As they entered the cemetery in Ponovezh, they walked 
slowly, heads bowed, with sad expressions, befitting a funeral. But 
this was not a typical burial. This group carried piles of tattered 
ָפִרים  They had come to properly bury the frayed holy books that .סְּ
had been gathered from shuls and ָרשֹות  in the area. This was a ָבֵתי ִמדְּ
solemn occasion, but quite routine. 
 They were therefore surprised when the Ponovezher Rav 
himself, R' Yosef Kahaneman, joined the procession — with a cheerful 
expression. His demeanor seemed to be somehow inappropriate, for 
he was a man whose entire life revolved around the teaching and 
spreading of תֹוָרה … but then, things went from inappropriate, to 
odd, to bizarre! Shockingly, after a few moments the Rav began to 
hum a ִנגּון. While many tried to ignore the tune, the Rav’s voice grew 
louder and soon he began to dance around in a circle, as if this were 
ַחת תֹוָרה on ַהָקפֹות  This was simply too absurd. The group stopped .ִשמְּ
and stared. 
 Finally, the Rav concluded his song and dance, turned to 
the men and began to explain. “When I came into the cemetery I 
noticed that many of you were conducting yourselves as though we 
were, ָחִליָלה, burying a ֵסֶפר תֹוָרה. But it couldn’t be further from the 

truth. 
 “Please allow me to explain myself through a parable. 
When  a  mother  gives  her  child  a  new  set  of  clothing,  she  fully 
expects, and perhaps even hopes, that the child will wear out the 
clothing in due time. It is a sign of a healthy child who runs and plays. 
Of course, the mother does not want the child to be careless, but she 
knows that eventually the clothing will be torn or worn out, to the 
point where they will no longer be usable. If she thinks for a moment, 
she will realize how grateful she should be that her child is well 
enough to wear out his clothing.” 
 The Rav glanced around and noticed a few people in the 
crowd begin to smile. “There are, unfortunately, two types of children 
who  do  not  wear  out  their  clothing.  If  parents  are  cruel  and 
thoughtless, they forbid their child to run and play like other children. 
That  child  is  forced  to  stay  indoors,  only  dreaming  of  doing  
what other children do. The second is the tragedy of a crippled or 
paralyzed child. That child, sadly, does not have the ability to play like 
other youngsters. A mother who sits in the park and sees children 
who are not able to play will be overjoyed that her child can do so.” 
 The Rav lifted several of the torn ָפִרים  and declared, “We סְּ
have to be thankful that we have used these and learned through 
them to the point where they are worn and tattered. There are Jews 
all over the world who have ‘cruel parents’ who do not allow them to 
‘play.’   They   live   in   countries   where   they   are   mistreated   and 
persecuted. Their lives are at risk for the crime of learning תֹוָרה, and 
all they can do is sit in their rooms and watch the fortunate ones who 
can learn. Some of our brothers and sisters have been so far removed 
from תֹוָרה for so many years that they are, sadly, crippled, and can 
only dream of being like those of us who can learn.” 
 The Rav looked at the crowd and again began to hum his 
 ,This time, the others broke into song and danced along with him .ִנגּון
and thanked ד׳ for allowing them to “wear out” the ָפִרים  .סְּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל י׳ סעיף ד׳
*It was ין ַהְסָדִרים  and most boys had already finished ְיִשיָבה in the בֵּ
eating lunch. Ephraim and his ַחְבֻרָתא were schmoozing with a group of 
other ָבחּוִרים. The conversation turned to the latest news about a new 
 knew the ַחְבֻרָתא Ephraim’s .ְיִשיָבה who would be joining the ַמִגיד ִשעּור
 well, since he was a close friend of the family. Everyone sat ַמִגיד ִשעּור
and listened as Ephraim’s ַחְבֻרָתא related his negative opinions. Ephraim 
felt extremely uncomfortable about the ָלשֹון ָהָרע. 
What should Ephraim do to try to stop the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Even if it is likely that Ephraim’s words will be ignored, the correct solution is to 
interrupt the negative conversation and point out that this is ָלשֹון ָהָרע. This is not always 
possible, and could result in the speaker adding more insults. In such cases, one should try 
to change the topic; if that doesn’t work, then he must walk away.  

 Even for those who have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from wearing new 
clothes during ְסִפיָרה (or make a ֱחָינּו הֶׁ  many are ,(ְסִפיָרה during שֶׁ
lenient and will wear and make the ְבָרָכה on new clothing for 

garments worn on ָבת  Others are stringent even .ְסִפיָרה during שַׁ
on ָבת  .שַׁ

 Both opinions permit wearing new undergarments during ְסִפיָרה. 



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
ר׳ ְׁשֺלֺמה  ,ֶרִבי of his ַתְלִמיד was a true ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה ׁשּוְסָטל ַזַצ״ל
 once came into ר׳ ִשְמָחה .ֱאֶמת had to be ִחּדּוׁש/ִׁשעּור Every .הַײמן
the ִׁשעּור and explained that he could not give it due to a 
question. He explained, “ ִאיְך ִבין צּוגֶעגרֵײט ָאבֶער ִאיְך קֶען ִניׁשט זָאגען

ִאיְך הָאב ַא קּוְׁשָיה!…   — I prepared but I cannot say the ִׁשעּור — I 
have a question!” The ַתְלִמיִדים asked him what he was going to 
say. He explained the ִחּדּוׁש and the question. The ַתְלִמיִדים tried 
to answer the question, and that constituted the ִׁשעּור! 

Source: Hamodia  

UnderstandingDavening

The ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְּבַחג contest
and more…

Why don’t we make the customary ֱחָינּו הֶׁ  on שֶׁ
starting a new ִמְצָוה when we begin to count 
 ?ְסִפיָרה
 is to ְסִפיָרה The purpose of the — ְלבּו״ׁש
count towards the יֹום טֹוב of ָשבּועֹות. We rely 
on the ֱחָינּו הֶׁ  .יֹום טֹוב  we make on שֶׁ
 strict ,ִדין This is a period of — אֹור ָזרּוע  
judgment, as we see from the fact that the 
ר  is brought from barley. [Ed. note: The עֹומֶׁ
ְלִמיִדים of 24,000 ְפִטיָרה  and the ר׳ ֲעִקיָבא of תַּ
bloody massacres of Jewish communities 
during the Crusades and WWII took place 
during these days.) 
ר Counting the — ְבָשִמים רֺאׁש  shows our עֹומֶׁ
anticipation and excitement towards the 
ן תֹוָרה of ִשְמָחה תַּ  Each day is focused on .מַּ
the future ִשְמָחה of יֹום טֹוב, and the period of 
the ר   .ִעָקר is not the עֹומֶׁ

 to Eliezer Schwartz, Grade 2, Vietzener ַמָזל טֹוב!
Cheder, Chicago, IL, and to everyone who joined the 
Second International ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג program! Besides 
the grand prize, we will אי״ה send your ְיִשיָבה your 
name and custom ש ִמְצֹות ְתִמיִדיֹות  pens to be given שֵׁ
to the ָבחּוִרים who entered the program!   
 
The next Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed to 
make each ֶעֶרב ַשָבת fulfilling and memorable. 
 
The contest: During the weeks leading up to  ַקָבַלת
 learn at least one ,ַשָבת ָפָרַשת ֹקַרח and until ַהתֹוָרה
hour before ִמְנָחה every ֶעֶרב ַשָבת, in either your 
ית ִמְדָרש or local ְיִשיָבה  Each week that you learn .בֵׁ
for an hour or more will be considered another 
entry into the raffle. 
 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no particular ִלּמּוד 
to learn and you can even review your  ְשַנִים ִמְקָרא
 ,However, if you can arrange for a group .ְוֶאָחד ַתְרּגּום
and you have a ִשעּור to learn ִהְלכֹות ַשָבת, especially 
about ִקּדּוַשת ַשָבת, you will receive an extra chance in 
the raffle each week that there is a group with a 
 This contest is open for all ages up to 12th .ִשעּור
grade.  
 
If you are interested in joining this program, please 
send in your faxes signed by a parent by Monday 
2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ְיִשיָבה, city and state. Please include your 
contact and fax numbers and your name will be 
entered into another drawing for a beautiful set of 
 !ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִשים

Dear Talmid, 
 R'  Eliyahu  Simcha 
Schustal ַזַצ״ל lived his entire life 
with minimal material wealth. 
Outwardly, his Monsey home was 
similar to the wooden bungalow 
shacks found in the Catskill 
Mountains. Inside, however, it 
was a palace. It was a true  ׁש ִמְקדָּ
ׁש a miniature ,ְמַעט ית ַהִמְקדָּ  It .בֵּ
had the ַמְלכּות that shines from 
ה ה ,ּתֹורָּ ַמִים and ְקֻדשָּ  It is .ִיְרַאת ׁשָּ
no wonder that he was זֹוֶכה to 
have children and sons-in-law 
who are all from among the most 
successful ה י ּתֹורָּ  in ַמְרִביצֵּ
America.     It     is     also     not 
coincidental that he was ר  on ִנְפטָּ
the day of the counting of the 
 ,ִּתְפֶאֶרת ֶׁשְבִתְפֶאֶרת that is עֹוֶמר
splendor of splendor.      
 He was extremely close 
with his ַּתְלִמיִדים and would try to 
attend every ה  even in his ,ִשְמחָּ
later years. One  ידַּתְלִמ  recalled 
how in his early days as ל  ,רֺאׁש ּכֹולֵּ
R' Schustal traveled to Detroit. It 
was a long journey that he and 
his wife made together. It took 
them several days to get there 
and a few days to return, and 
they  stayed  in  Detroit  to  fully 
participate in the ה  for a few ִשְמחָּ

days. The entire trip lasted more 
than a week. 
 Another ַּתְלִמיד found 
himself in a sorry situation: his 
father  had  a  major  physical 
ailment and was therefore able to 
attend his ֲחֻתנָּה, which was to 
take   place   in   Europe.   After 
consultation with the ה לָּ  'R ,ַהְנהָּ
Simcha   flew   on   a   grueling 
one-day flight, stayed for a few 
hours, and took a late-night flight 
back to America. When this ַּתְלִמיד 
heard of R' Simcha’s ה  over ,ְפִטירָּ
25 years later, his first words 
after "ֱאֶמת ן הָּ רּוְך ַדיָּ  were, "Oh, I "בָּ
am so broken! What a special 
person!  I  remember  how  he 
traveled to my wedding.  I will 
never forget his kindness, and it 
still gives me ִחּזּוק today. He came 
because my father couldn’t!"   
 My ַּתְלִמיד, R' Simcha’s 
father had a spark of רּוַח ַהֺקֶדׁש 
when he named his son ה  — ִשְמחָּ
joy  —  which  defined  his  very 
essence. R' Simcha imparted his 
 to all he met, leaving ִשְמַחת ַהַחִיים
an everlasting impression that 
made the experience uplifting! 

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your                ,ְבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 
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The plot of land on which the boys’ school 
of Yeshiva of Brooklyn was built was 

purchased from Tony, a young non-Jew.

The tension was high and the matter 
seemed closed - until Rabbi Manis Mandel, 
who had remained silent thus far, spoke:

At the closing the broker made a suggestion to Tony...

י“ז כסלו  1944 - 1893  5705 - 5653

R’ Shlomo Heiman, born in Parenz, near Minsk, to R’ Michel, was ראׁש ישיבה  of
 ר׳ ברּוך ּבער At the age of 12, he learned in Halusk under .בית מדרׁש עליֹון and ישיבה ּתֹורה ודעת
Leibowitz זצ״ל. In 1917, after R’ Shlomo married Chaya Feiga Rudinsky, ר׳ ברּוך ּבער appointed 
him to serve as ראׁש ישיבה of כנסת בית יצחק. The חפץ חיים also selected him to teach in the 
Radin ישיבה. After WWI, R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד prevailed upon him to be a ראׁש ישיבה 
in Baranovitch. In 1927, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski זצ״ל invited R’ Shlomo to be ראׁש ישיבה 
in Vilna, a position he held for nearly eight years. In 1935, with the approval of R’ Chaim 
Ozer, R’ Shlomo accepted the position of ראׁש ישיבה of ישיבה ּתֹורה ודעת. His classic שעּורים 

are collected in חּדּושי ר׳ שלמה.

Tony, maybe you would 
subtract from the sale price 
whatever you save from the 

tax fees, since you are selling 
the land to a non-profit 

institution?

Tony, Let me tell you 
about my teacher, Rabbi 

Shlomo Heiman, of blessed 
memory. He was a great 

man. What do you think he 
would tell his wife when 

she went shopping?

The MONEY is 
MINE! NO ONE has 
the right to take 
away MY money!

Rabbi, you 
got it!

Tony, if I were buying it for 
myself, I would not say a word. But 

I am purchasing the land for my non-
profit school that accepts children 

from poor families for free or reduced 
tuition. That’s why we’re trying to save 

whatever money we can!

Chaya Feiga, please 
remember that we do not haggle 

over prices with the shopkeepers. 
However, if you are shopping for the 
poor family next door, then you have 
an obligation to try to get the best 

price. Every penny you save for them is 
precious!
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