
 

 בס״ד

  

               
 
 
 

טז(-)יחזקאל כב:א… ואתה בן אדם התשפט…הפטרה: פרשה: קדושים          

(16:38+  10מולד יום שלישי:  חלקים מברכים ראש חודש אייר )         
38מצות לא תעשה:    13ימים לעומר   מצות עשה:  11אבות א׳                   דף יומי:ביצה כ׳,             
Please do not read this publication during קריאת התורה ,קדיש or 26   .חזרת הש״ץ Nissan, 5774 — April 26, 2014   Vol: 15  Issue: 31 

Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

  

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל 
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, וביילא ברכה בת אסתר בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Yahrtzeits of our 
 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל

 ב' אייר
5683 - 5772 
1923 - 2012 

 was born in ,ַזַצ״ל Schustal ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה

Manhattan’s Lower East Side to  ר׳ טּוְבָיה

 .ֶאְסֵתר and ,ָחִסיד an Amshinover ,ְירּוָחם ִפיׁשל

As a youth, he learned briefly in  ְמִתיְבָתא

 .ְיִׁשיָבה תֹוָרה ְוַדַעת and later in ,ִתְפֶאֶרת ְירּוָׁשַלִים

ה۬מר׳ ׁשְ   Heiman ַזַצ״ל was his ֶרִבי ֻמְבָהק in 

learning and ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים. In 1945,  ר׳ ְׁשַרָגא

 ,ַחְברּוָתא together with his ,ר׳ ִשְמָחה Mendlowitz sent פַײװל

 ,in Monsey ֵבית ִמְדָרׁש ֶעְליֹון to open ,ַזַצ״ל Ungarischer ר׳ ָדן

NY (where he was אׁש ּכֹוֵלל۬ר  for close to thirty years). 

Shortly after founding the ר׳ ִשְמָחה ,ְיִׁשיָבה married ָשָרה, 

 the ,ַזַצ״ל Ehrenfeld ר׳ ְׁשמּוֵאל daughter of ,ֶׁשִתְחיֶ׳

Mattersdorfer ָרב. In 1977, he moved to Stamford, CT, as 

אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה۬ר  of ֵבית ִבְנָיִמין. He authored ֶחֶמד ִשְמָחה. His 

 .ִשְמַחת ַהַחִיים glowed with his ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳ and תֹוָרה
  

 

 

 

Understanding ספירת העומר 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

Why don’t we make the customary הֱֶׁחָינּו  on starting a שֶׁ

new ִמְצָוה when we begin to count ְסִפיָרה? 

 ְלבּו״ש — The purpose of the ְסִפיָרה is to count towards 

the יֹום טֹוב of ָׁשבּועֹות. We rely on the ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו we make on  

 .יֹום טֹוב

   אֹור ָזרּוע — This is a period of ִדין, as we see from the 

fact that the עֹוֶמר is brought from barley. [Ed. Note: 

The ְפִטיָרה of 24,000 ַתְלִמיִדים of ר׳ ֲעִקיָבא and the bloody 

massacres of many Jewish communities during the 

Crusades & WWII took place during this time period.) 

 אשְ۬בָשִמים ר  — The עֹוֶמר is a counting that shows our 

anticipation and excitement towards the ִשְמָחה of  ַמַתן

יֹום  of ִשְמָחה Each day is focused on the future .תֹוָרה

   .ִעָקר is not the עֹוֶמר and the period of the טֹוב

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah  
(with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

א ִתָשא ָעָליו ֵחְטא ְ۬ול הֹוֵכַח תֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיתֶ …  
… you shall surely rebuke your fellow man, and you shall not bear a sin over him (ַוִיְקָרא יט:יז). 
א ִתָשא ָעָליו ֵחְטאְ۬ול explains the words ַרִׁש״י  , and you shall not bear a sin over him, as follows: If, 
through your admonishment, you embarrass the person, then you have committed a sin. This is a very 
important guideline for the ִמְצָוה of giving rebuke. It must be done carefully and discreetly.  
 offers a further interpretation of the words: do not raise up the sin over him. Don’t ר׳ ְגַדְלָי׳ ׁשָארר ַזַצ״ל 
reprove by saying, “How could you do such a terrible thing?” You are raising up the ֵחְטא above him, 
dwarfing him for what he did. This is offensive and ineffective. It is better to say, “How could a person such 
as you do such a thing?” Raise him up over the ֵחְטא; show him that such an act is beneath him. With 
kindness, the rebuke will have a lasting effect. 
 A ָרב who was speaking to a group in Florida about the power of a proper reprimand related the 
following story: 
 “In the early 1900s, there were many pressures on ָבחּוִרים. Some ָבחּוִרים were leaving their faith 
and seeking ‘greener’ pastures. One ָבחּור in the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם’s ְיִׁשיָבה was caught smoking on ַׁשָבת. The ָחֵפץ ַחִײם 
was informed about it, and he summoned the ָבחּור to his room. The ָבחּור stayed in the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם’s room for 
about two minutes. Afterwards, he walked out quietly, and from then on kept ַׁשָבת scrupulously. 
 “Imagine what the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם’s rebuke was like! If only we could have heard what went on in that 
room! We do not know what he said, but we know how effective it was.” 
 One of the old men there, with a tear-stained face, approached the ָרב. 
 “Rabbi, I can tell you what the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם said to that boy,” he declared. “You see, I was that boy.” 
The ָרב was stunned.  
  The man went on, “When I was called to the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם’s room, I was terrified. What could I say to 
the great ַצִדיק? How could I justify smoking on ַׁשָבת? I entered his room and, with a grimace of pain on his 
face, the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם approached me and took my hand in his. 
 :he said softly, and he began to weep. After a minute, he looked up at me and said it again ’,ַׁשָבת‘“ 
 His hot tears dripped onto my hand, and the sound of his weeping penetrated my heart. That’s all it ’.ַׁשָבת‘
took – two minutes of the ָחֵפץ ַחִײם’s pain.” 
 The ָחֵפץ ַחִײם did not berate, belittle or put down this ָבחּור. He simply impressed on the ָבחּור how 

much he was pained by his desecration of ַׁשָבת. 

Those hot tears were the most effective rebuke. 

 

 

 Schustal ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה
אׁש ְיִׁשיַבת ֵבית ִבְנָיִמין۬ר ,ַזַצ״ל  of 
Stamford, Connecticut, was 
a model of ֲעבֹוָדה ,תֹוָרה, and 
 .for our generation ְגִמילּות ֶחֶסד
He delivered his ִׁשעּוִרים only 

after hours of toil to ensure 
that it was ֱאֶמת. He davened 
with great ְנִעימּות, sweetness, 
that radiated with ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים. 
After one יֹום ִּכפּור, a well-
known ָרב in Monsey was so 
inspired by his davening, he 
bought ר׳ ִשְמָחה a present. He 

greeted all his [former] 
 with an affectionate ַתְלִמיִדים

kiss, regardless of where 
they were holding in life! 
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 הדלקת נרות עש״ק

 
סוף זמן 

 קריאת שמע 

 סוף זמן תפלה 

 שקיעה 

  מוצש״ק 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל
 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
תי׳ שליט״אל בלזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ יעקב שמעון בן אסתר שליט״א  ור׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א ור׳ יעקב בן חנה הינדל שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיס  

 ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה ׁשּוְסָטל ַזַצ״ל

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This week’s issue is sponsored: 

Mr. and Mrs. Eliya Yoffe 
)יארצייט כ״ח ניסן(לע״נ ר׳ מנחם נחום בן ר׳ בצלאל יהודה ז״ל   

 
 This week’s learning program is dedicated 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א

PAI NEWS 
 ישיבת חול המועד

Pirchei would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the 

enthusiastic participants in 

this year's ישיבת חול המועד. May 

we continue to enjoy much נחת 

from all the Pirchei boys for 

many years to come. 

Pirchei Agudas Yisroel 



 

 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)   

Dear Talmid, 

 R' Eliyahu Simcha Schustal ַזַצ״ל lived his entire life with 

minimal material riches. Outwardly, his Monsey home was similar to 

the wooden bungalow shacks found in the Catskill Mountains. Inside, 

however, it was a palace. It was a true ִמְקָדׁש ְמַעט, a miniature  ֵבית

 It  .ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים and ְקֻדָשה ,ּתֹוָרה that shines from ַמְלכּות It had the .ַהִמְקָדׁש

is no wonder that he was זֹוֶכה to have children and sons-in-law who  

are all from among the most successful ַמְרִביֵצי ּתֹוָרה in America. It is 

also not coincidental that he was ִנְפָטר on the day of the counting of the 

      .splendor of splendor ,ִּתְפֶאֶרת ֶׁשְבִתְפֶאֶרת that is עֹוֶמר

 He was extremely close with his ַּתְלִמיִדים and would try to 

attend every ִשְמָחה, even in his later years. One  ִידַּתְלמ  recalled how in 

his early days as the אׁש ּכֹוֵלל۬ר , R' Schustal travelled to Detroit. It was a 

long journey that both he and his wife made together. It took them 

several days to get there and a few days to return, and they stayed in 

Detroit to fully participate in the ִשְמָחה for a few days. The entire trip 

was more than a week. 

 Another ַּתְלִמיד found himself in a sorry situation: his father 

had a major physical ailment and was therefore able to attend his ֲחֻתָנה, 

which was to take place in Europe. After consultation with the ַהְנָהָלה, 

R' Simcha flew on a grueling one-day flight, stayed for a few hours, 

and took a late-night flight back to America. When this ַּתְלִמיד heard of 

R' Simcha’s ְפִטיָרה, over 25 years later, his first words after " ַדָין  ָברּו

 were, "Oh, I am so broken! What a special person! I remember "ָהֱאֶמת

how he travelled to my wedding. I will never forget his kindness, and 

it still gives me ִחּזּוק today. He came because my father couldn’t!"   
 My ַּתְלִמיד, R' Simcha’s father had a spark of ֶדׁש۬רּוַח ַהּק  when 

he named his son ִשְמָחה — joy — which defined his very essence. R' 

Simcha imparted his ִשְמַחת ַהַחִיים to all he met, leaving an everlasting 

impression that made the experience uplifting! 

!ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּו   
  ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

 

 

 

…ֶקיָך ִ۬מְפֵני ֵשיָבה ָתקּום ְוָהַדְרָת ְפֵני ָזֵקן ְוָיֵראָת ֵמֱאל   

 In the presence of an elderly person shall you rise, and you shall 
honor the presence of a sage, and you shall revere your G-d … (ַוִיְקָרא יט:לב) 
 deviates from the literal translation and renders the ַתְרגּום אּוְנְקלּוס 
words ִמְפֵני ֵשיָבה ָתקּום as ִמן ֳקָדם ְדַסַבר ְבאֹוַרְיָתא ְתקּום, From one who is learned in 
 ְוָהַדְרָת ְפֵני ָזֵקן on the words (לב:) ִקידּוִׁשין in ְגָמָרא you should stand. The ּתֹוָרה
explains that ָזֵקן also refers to a young person who is a ַתְלִמיד ָחָכם.  
 The ִחינּו explains: the more one shows respect for a ַתְלִמיד ָחָכם, the 
more one acquires a love for the תֹוָרה itself. This message, to appreciate 
the great love one should have for תֹוָרה, is found in other subtle ways too.   

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ 
 As they entered the cemetery in Ponovezh, they walked slowly, 
heads down, with sad faces, befitting a funeral. But this was not a typical 
burial. This solemn group carried piles of tattered ְסָפִרים. They had come to 
properly bury the frayed holy books that had been gathered from shuls and 
 .in the area. This was a quiet occasion, but quite routine ָבֵתי ִמְדָרׁשֹות
 They were therefore surprised when the Ponovezher Rav himself, 
R' Yosef Kahaneman, joined the procession, with a cheerful expression. 
His demeanor seemed to be somehow inappropriate, for he was a man 
whose entire life revolved around the teaching and spreading of תֹוָרה … but 
then, things went from inappropriate, to odd, to bizarre! Shockingly, after a 
few moments the Rav began to hum a ִנגּון. While many tried to ignore the 
sound of the song, the Rav’s voice grew louder and soon he began to 
dance around in a circle, as if this were ַהָקפֹות on ִשְמַחת תֹוָרה. This was just 
too absurd. The group stopped and stared. 
 Finally, the Rav concluded his song and dance, turned to the men 
and began to explain. “When I came into the cemetery I noticed that many 
of you were conducting yourselves as though we were, ָחִליָלה, burying a  ֵסֶפר

 .But it couldn’t be further from the truth .תֹוָרה
 “Please allow me to explain myself through a parable. When a 
mother gives her child a new set of clothing, she fully expects, and perhaps 
even hopes, that the child will wear through the clothing in due time. It is a 
sign of a healthy child who runs and plays. Of course, the mother does not 
want the child to be careless, but she knows that eventually the clothing 
will be torn or worn out, to the point where they will no longer be usable. If 
she thinks for a moment, she will realize how grateful she should be that 
her child is well enough to wear out his clothing.” 
 The Rav glanced around and noticed a few people in the crowd 
begin to smile. “There are, unfortunately, two types of children who do not 
wear out their clothing. If parents are cruel and thoughtless, they forbid 
their child to run and play like all the other children. That child is forced to 
stay indoors, only dreaming of doing what other children do. The second is 
the tragedy of a crippled or paralyzed child. That child, sadly, does not 
have the capability of playing like other youngsters. A mother who sits in 
the park and sees children who are not able to play will be overjoyed that 
her child is able to do so.” 
 The Rav lifted several of the torn ְסָפִרים and declared, “We have to 
be thankful that we have used these and learned through them to the point 
where they are worn and tattered. There are Jews all over the world who 
have cruel parents who don’t allow them to play. They live in countries 
where they are mistreated and persecuted. Their lives are at risk for the 
crime of learning תֹוָרה, and all they can do is sit in their rooms and watch 
the fortunate ones who can learn. Some of our brothers and sisters have 
been so far removed from תֹוָרה for so many years that they are, sadly, 
crippled and can only dream of being like those of us who can learn.” 
 The Rav looked at the crowd and again began to hum his ִנגּון. 

This time, the others broke into song and danced along with him, 
and thanked ד׳ for allowing them to “wear out” the ְסָפִרים. 

 *The ִמְצָוה of ְגִמילּות ֲחָסִדים, acts of kindness (e.g. lending) is applicable 

for both men and women, rich or poor, each individual according to 

their personal ability. The ִמְצָוה of lending money is similar to the ִמְצָוה 

of giving ְצָדָקה; the תֹוָרה does not give a specific amount of money that a person 

must lend to a fellow Jew in order to satisfy his obligation for this ִמְצָוה. Therefore, 

it is possible for a individual to fulfill the ִמְצָוה of ִאם ֶּכֶסף ַתְלֶוה with a minimum 

amount of money.   
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק א׳ פרק ב׳:א׳ —ספר אהבת חסד  

 that a (ַרְמַב״ן from the teachings of the) explains at the end of his introduction ָחֵפץ ַחיִים Preface: The - ְפִתיָחה

person cannot be זֹוֶכה to grow to any level of spirituality until he accustoms himself to first follow in the 

ways of ד׳ of being kind and merciful.  
  

Living with the Torah 
The Happiest Levaya 

Story adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִפי ֲהָלָכה.                                   For newsletter &/or learning sponsorship opportunities: 212 797 9000 ext 272. 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

   
ה ۬۬מר׳ ְׁשל ,ֶרִבי of his ַתְלִמיד was a true ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ִשְמָחה ׁשּוְסָטל ַזַצ״ל
 once came into ר׳ ִשְמָחה .ֱאֶמת had to be ִחּדּוׁש/ִׁשעּור Every .הַײמן

the ִׁשעּור and explained that he could not give it due to a 

question. He explained “ קען ִניׁשט זָאגען  ִבין צּוגֶעגרֵײט ָאבֶער ִאי ִאי
הָאב ַא קּוְׁשָיה! ִאי…   — I prepared but I cannot say the ִׁשעּור — 

I have a question!” The ַתְלִמיִדים asked him what he was going 

to say. He explained the ִחּדּוׁש and the question. The ַתְלִמיִדים 

tried to answer the question and that constituted the ִׁשעּור! 

Sage Sayings 
Source: Hamodia 

 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context 

of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ִהְלכֹות ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר

 Even for those who have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from wearing new 

clothes during ְסִפיָרה (or make a ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו during ְסִפיָרה), many are 

lenient and will wear & make the ְבָרָכה on new clothing for garments 

worn on ַׁשָבת during ְסִפיָרה. Others are stringent even on ַׁשָבת. 

 Both opinions permit wearing new undergarments during ְסִפיָרה. 

 
 :Questions of the week ַרִׁש״י

1. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 

death? 

2. What should a Jew say instead of “I am repulsed by non-kosher 

food, ע ְטֵנז  ”?… ,ש 

Answers 

1. Even though it had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed; ַקל ָוח  ֶמר

for man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by 

causing him to sin … (20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ַהְבֵהָמה). 

2. A Jew should rather say I would like to … but My Father Who is in Heaven 

has decreed upon me not to … (20:26 — ד״ה ָוַאְבִּדל ֶאְתֶכם ִמן ָהַעִמים).    

 


