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בס״ד

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah  (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Moshe Sherer ַזַצ״ל was born to ְיהּוָדה  ַּבְתָיה and ַחִּיים 

 in Williamsburg, NY. Upon completing high school ּבלּוָמא
in ָוַדַעת ִיְׂשָרֵאל he went to ְמִתיְבָּתא ּתֹוָרה  ֵנר   .in Baltimore ְיִׁשיָבה 
In 1943 he married ְדבֹוָרה, daughter of R' Shimshon Zelig 

Fortman, ָרב of ְּכֶנֶסת ִיְׂשָרֵאל, [the White Shul, Far Rockaway]. After WWII he 
worked tirelessly for ֲאֻגַּדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל in assisting survivors in DP camps. In the 
mid '60s he became the leader of ִיְׂשָרֵאל  and in 1980 R' Sherer was ,ֲאֻגַּדת 
voted Chairman of the Agudah World Organization. He spearheaded the 
diplomacy to assist his brethren in Russia, Syria and Iran. ר׳ מֶֹׁשה פַײנׁשטַײן ַזַצ״ל 
referred to R' Sherer as “the ָּגדֹול ַהדֹור in ְׁשַּתְּדָלנּות, advocacy.” With the pride 
of being a ָׁשִליַח ְדַרָּבָנן, he carried a ֵחן that made him a confidant to numerous 
presidents, members of Congress, governors and mayors.

 

כ״א אייר
5681 - 5758
1921 - 1998

Other than the small, modest salary that 
he took from ֲאֻגַּדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל, R’ Moshe Sherer 
 declined to take money from any ַזַצ״ל
other source. His son related, “My 
father also refused to be honored by 
any institution. He told me he wanted 
to show others that one can serve ְּכַלל 

 without being repaid with honor or ִיְׂשָרֵאל
money.”  R' Klugman wrote, “This refusal to 
benefit from ְּכַלל work was a major factor in the 
Steipler Gaon’s backing of his appointment in 1980 to be 
Chairman of the Agudah World Organization.”  

Gedolim Glimpses

 … ְוָכְׁשלּו ִאיׁש ְּבָאִחיו

They will stumble over one another… (ַוִּיְקָרא כו:לז)

In the ּתֹוָכָחה it is written that ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל will become so demoralized 
and fearful of the enemy that they will flee without seeing where 
they are going, stumbling over one another. ַחַז״ל explain this ָּפסּוק 
with an insight into the responsibility of each and every Jew: They 
will stumble over each other’s sins. Since all Jews are responsible 
for one another, one Jew will be held liable for the wrongdoing of his 
fellow Jew. We are all part of a large unit called ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל. We cannot 
ignore one another’s shortcomings.

A visitor once came to the world-famous Volozhiner Yeshiva and 
listened to R' Chaim Soloveitchik, ַזַצ״ל, delivering a ִׁשעּור. As usual, 
the lecture was full of brilliant questions and incredible logic. This 
visitor went over to R’ Chaim at the end of the ִׁשעּור and said, “It is truly 
regrettable that you live in Volozhin. These students will always learn. 
Perhaps they might be missing one more ְּפַׁשט on the ַרְמַּב״ם — nu, it 
is not really such a terrible thing. If you would live in Paris or Berlin, 
you would certainly be able to affect the spiritual lives of many Jews. 
Indeed, you might succeed in stemming the tide of assimilation.” 

R' Chaim looked at the visitor. In a strong, clear voice, he responded, 
“You are mistaken. In fact, my learning ּתֹוָרה here in Volozhin prevents 
the Jews in Paris and Berlin from becoming apostates (ְמׁשּוָמִדים).”

Similarly, when R' Yisroel Salanter ַזַצ״ל heard that in a small town 
far from his city of Kovno an individual Jew committed a blatant act 
of ַׁשָּבת  and ּכֹוֵלל he immediately convened a meeting for his ,ִחּלּול 
delivered a fiery lecture on the topic of ַׁשָּבת, its holiness, and the 
gravity of its desecration.

After the ִׁשעּור, one of the ּכֹוֵלל fellows questioned the reason for the 
reproof. R' Yisroel responded that he had heard that ַׁשָּבת had been 
desecrated in a town far from them.

“Rebbi, what does this have to do with us?” the fellow asked.

R' Yisroel replied, “If we would be more careful in our ְׁשִמיַרת ַׁשָּבת, if 
our observance of the holiness of ַׁשָּבת was stronger, this instance of 
 in that town would not have occurred. We must realize that ִחּלּול ַׁשָּבת
we are responsible for all ַיַהדּות. If someone in Paris leaves Yiddishkeit, 
it is because our spiritual level is not strong enough. Every Jew has a 
direct influence upon all the Jews in the world — for the positive and 
the negative.”

These compelling words should serve as a source of 
encouragement to each and every one of us. They should also 
serve as a reminder of the awesome responsibility that we have to 
ourselves, our family, our friends and all of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ד׳ סעיף ב׳

*Shmuli went to visit Shawn’s house for ַׁשָּבת. Shmuli and Shawn had grown 
up together and went to the same ְיִׁשיָבה ְּגדֹוָלה. Shmuli was very surprised 
and felt, almost immediately, that there was something missing. Nothing 
special had been purchased for ַׁשָּבת other than the basic ַחָּלה and grape 
juice. Shawn explained that although he could easily afford it, he just did 
not care for ַׁשָּבת like he used to. Shmuli tried talking to him, but Shawn 
was not interested.      

Can Shmuli tell others about Shawn’s lack of appreciation of ַׁשָּבת?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Why is ַיַעקֹב written with an extra 5 ’‘ו times in ַּתַנ״ְך and ֵאִלָי־הּו 
is missing the 5 ’‘ו times in ַּתַנ״ְך?

2. Why does the evaluation of a man 60 years and older 
diminish more than that of a woman 60 and up?

 to insure that (as security) ַמׁשּכֹון as a ֵאִלָי־הּו from ו took the letter ַיַעקֹב .1
.(26:42 – ד״ה ְוָזַכְרּתי ֶאת…) s children’ַיַעקֹב would come to redeem ֵאִלָי־הּו

2. The expression [ָסָבא ּבֵביָתא ּפָחא ּבֵביָתא ָסְבָתא ּבֵביָתא ִסיָמא ּבֵביָתא] of ַחַז״ל 
implies: An older man is more burdensome than an older woman and 
therefore loses more of his value (…27:7 – ד״ה ְוִאם ִמּבן).

The Joy of Torah StudyLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

1.  The ַרָמ״א writes that if ִאָּיר 18 ,ַל״ג ָּבעֹוֶמר, will be on Sunday, it is the ִמְנָהג to take haircuts on (ִאָּיר 16) ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת in order to show 
.(ַּבֵאר ֵהיֵטב See) ָּכבֹוד ַׁשָּבת 

2.  One may cut hair on ַל״ג ָּבעֹוֶמר regardless of which ִמְנָהג (of the 2 major ִמְנָהִגים) one keeps [unless he follows the ִמְנָהג of the ַאִר״י ַז״ל].
Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:  ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…
ת ְסִפיַרת   ִהְלכו…

ֶמר  ָהעו…

Answer: It is almost always ָאסּור to discuss another person’s failings. Even if the person is acting 
in a way that shows disrespect for ִמְצֹות, unless one has a ּתֹוֶעֶלת, and meets all of the required 
conditions, one is not permitted to repeat another person’s failings.

ִאם ְּבֻחּקַֹתי ֵּתֵלכּו ְוֶאת ִמְצֹוַתי ְּתְׁשְמרּו … ְוָנַתִּתי ִגְׁשֵמיֶכם ְּבִעָּתם … ְוֵעץ ַהָּׂשֶדה ִיֵּתן ִּפְריֹו.

If you will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and 
perform them. Then I will provide your rains in their time; the land will 
give its produce and the tree of the field will give its fruit (ַוִּיְקָרא כו:ג-ד).

 that …ֶׁשִּתְהיּו ַעֵמִלים ַּבּתֹוָרה — If you will follow My decrees — ִאם ְּבֻחּקַֹתי ֵּתֵלכּו
you should toil in the study of (ַרִׁש״י) ּתֹוָרה.

*

In the winter of 5728 (1968), R' Meir Pam, then approaching 90, fell 
seriously ill and had to undergo surgery. The night before he was to be 
admitted to the hospital, R' Pam prepared for the possibility that his end 
was near, and relayed to his son, R' Avrohom Pam (רֹאש ְיִׁשיָבה of Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath), final instructions concerning various ְצָדָקה projects.

The next morning, the two of them rode to the hospital together 
in a taxi. On the way, the elder R' Pam told his son, “זָאג ַא װָארט — Say  
a ְדַבר ּתֹוָרה.” R' Avrohom Pam responded by relating a difficulty asked by 
.ֵסֶפר ָערּוְך ַלֵנר and a solution to it found in the ַמֶּסֶכת סּוָּכה in ּתֹוָספֹות

R' Meir Pam pondered this solution and then replied, “I am not sure 
that this is correct.” There was not time to discuss the matter further, for 
they had reached the hospital and went directly to the admitting office.

The doctors decided that surgery would pose too great a risk for a 
man who was in such a weakened condition. R' Meir Pam remained in 
the hospital, and a few days later underwent a very difficult treatment 
as an alternative to the surgery. When he was returned to his room, he 
appeared pale and very weak, just barely alive. R' Avrohom Pam, who 
had been waiting in the room, was frightened by his father’s appearance.

The patient motioned with his finger that his son should come to the 
head of his bed. R' Avrohom Pam’s heart was pounding, for he thought 
that his father wanted to relate his parting words to him. R' Pam bent 
down to hear what his father would say.

“Who said this?” his father whispered.

R' Pam replied, “I do not understand.”

His father repeated, “Who said this?”

“I do not know what you are referring to,” R' Pam responded.

“Taxi!” whispered the father.

“Ah!” R' Pam replied knowingly. “The solution of the ָערּוְך ַלֵנר which we 

discussed in the taxi!”

“Yes,” R' Meir Pam whispered. “I have thought the matter through 

well. He is not right.”[1] 

How does a person achieve such an attachment to ּתֹוָרה? How can a 

person attain a love for הקב״ה’s word that does not allow even the most 

trying situation to divert his mind from its study? 

R' Avrohom Pam writes (in ְלֶמֶלְך  that to his mind, his father (ַעָטָרה 

acquired this quality in his youth, through uninterrupted, in-depth ּתֹוָרה 

study, which he accomplished while in the company of other students 

like himself, who dedicated their minds totally to ּתֹוָרה. Through the joy 

and pleasure of toiling in ּתֹוָרה, one’s soul becomes bound up with it.

In his youth, as a ַּתְלִמיד in the Slabodka Yeshiva, R' Meir Pam made it a 

practice to retire for the night, after a long day of intensive study, with a 

 in hand. In this way, R' Meir drifted off to sleep while contemplating ֵסֶפר

the thoughts of ְקצֹות ַהחֹוֶׁשן, נֹוָדע ְּבְיהּוָדה or R' Akiva Eiger. And in the last 

years of his life, when his eyesight dimmed, he would strain himself by 

day to study from a ֵסֶפר, and would study at night by heart. His body 

may have been frail, but nothing in the world could weaken his love for 

the word of הקב״ה.

_____________

1. R' Avrohom Pam notes that the ַלֵנר  s solution seems to be a’ָערּוְך 

matter of disagreement among the later commentaries. See ַעָטָרה ְלֶמֶלְך 

pages 169-170.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding ספירת העומר

R' Moshe Sherer ַזַצ״ל mentored his Agudah staff to expend 
great energy working together to quickly address a problem 
while it was still in its infancy. He would say, “ַא הָאט  ֶעמֶעצֶער 

זֵײ װֶען  ּכֹוחֹות  זֵײֶער  זֶען  נָאר  קֶען  ִמיר  טֵײ.  ִװי  ַאזֹוי  זֶענֶען  ִײדן  גֶעזָאגט,  מָאל 

װַאסֶער הֵײס  ִאין   Someone once said, ‘Yidden are like — .ֶזעֶנען 
teabags. You only see their strength when they get into 
hot water.’” He would add, “װַאסֶער הֵײס  ִדי  פַאר  ִניׁשט   .װַארט 

 Don’t wait for hot water. Let’s work — !לָאִמיר ׁשֹוין ַארּבֶעטן צּוזַאמֶען
together now!” 

Adapted from: Rabbi Moshe Sherer – His Life & Legacy 

 Yahrtzeit of R' Moshe Sherer – 1998 / 5758 ִאָייר 21
 He was born in Brooklyn and at a young age was .ַזַצ״ל
drawn into Agudah activities under the leadership 
of the young R' Gedaliah Schorr ַזַצ״ל (later רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה 
of ָוַדַעת ָוַדַעת R' Sherer studied in .(ּתֹוָרה   'under R ּתֹוָרה 
Shlomo Heiman and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz. 
He went to ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֵנר   in Baltimore and learned ְיִׁשיָבה 
under R' Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman ַזַצ״ל. He also 
became close to R' Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד, and 
served as his attendant during the latter's stay in the 
U.S. in 1938-39. Still later, R' Sherer became close to 
R' Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל, whom he considered to be his 
main teacher in ָצְרֵכי ִצּבּור. With the outbreak of WWII, 
R' Sherer was drawn into rescue and relief efforts by 
his cousin Elimelech "Mike" Tress, president of the 
Agudah's youth movement. After the War, R' Sherer 
was active in organizing food shipments to displaced 
Jews in Europe and assisting in the immigration of the 
refugees. 

In the postwar years, the Agudah under R' Sherer 
became the voice of American Orthodox Jewry. 
Under the guidance of the מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה they set 
the guidelines for Agudah to be involved in legal and 
lobbying activities on behalf of Jewish causes. In that 
role, Agudah representatives frequently appeared 
before the U.S. Supreme Court and at Congressional 
hearings. He also continued to be involved in 
 related activities such as promoting the study-ּתֹוָרה
of ַהיֹוִמי ֵעיַנִים In 1988, R' Sherer published .ַדף   a ,ִּבְׁשֵּתי 
collection of his articles, memoirs and ִּדְבֵרי ּתֹוָרה. The 
Novominsker Rebbe ַׁשִליָט״א prefaced his ֶהְסֵּפד on R' 
Sherer by saying, “Today we are all saying the ְּבָרָכה of 
 over the profound loss that we have suffered ַּדָּין ָהֱאֶמת
and the great sorrow that we feel upon R' Moshe’s 
passing. Coupled with this, however, we must also 
make the ְּבָרָכה of ְוַהֵּמִטיב  for ד׳ We must thank !ַהּטֹוב 
sending us such a faithful guardian of our ְמסֹוָרה, such 
a faithful ַעְסָקן ְלֵׁשם ָׁשַמִים. So in addition to the ְּבָרָכה of 
 ָּברּוְך ַהּטֹוב ְוַהֵּמִטיב let us also say a resounding ,ַּדָּין ָהֱאֶמת
for having given us a R' Moshe Sherer, ֵזֶכר ַצִּדיק ִלְבָרָכה!”

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

ַהִמְקָדׁש…ַלְמַנֵּצַח  ֵּבית  ֲעבֹוַדת  ָלנּו  ַיֲחִזיר  הּוא   ָהַרֲחָמן 

ִּבְנִגינֹת ִמְזמֹור… ָאָּנא ְּבכַֹח ְּגֻדַּלת ְיִמיְנָך… ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם…

After the actual counting of ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר, there 
are different ִמְנָהִגים. There are those who just 
say ַהִמְקָדׁש ֵּבית  ֲעבֹוַדת  ָלנּו  ַיֲחִזיר  הּוא   as …ָהַרֲחָמן 
a ְּתִפָּלה to ד׳ that we should be זֹוֶכה to bring 
the ָקְרָּבן ָהעֹוֶמר next year, and hopefully bring 
the ְׁשֵּתי ַהֶלֶחם this year. The ִמְנָהג to add ַלְמַנֵּצַח 

ִמְזמֹור  is based on the fact that this …ִּבְנִגינֹת 
 is focused on the yearning for the קַאִּפיטל
time when the entire world will recognize ד׳. 
This קַאִּפיטל has 49 words, representing the 
49 days of ְסִפיָרה. The ַהֻׁשְלָחן  writes that ָערּוְך 
the ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם… is a mystical ְּתִפָּלה and has 
much great depth in the words. He continues, 
“Even though this ְּתִחָּנה really should not be 
publicized, nowadays it is said with great 
fervor and ִהְתָּפֲעלּות ַהֶנֶפׁש!”

hour, his message was about using 
one’s time to serve the ְּכַלל.

On the last ַׁשָּבת before his ְּפִטיָרה 
he related his final dvar Torah: “At 
the end of ֶעְׂשֵרה  we take 3 ְׁשמֹוֶנה 
steps backwards and in a bowing 
position we say, ‘He Who makes 
peace in the Heavens….’  The three 
steps back teaches us that to 
make peace we need to first step 
back and review the situation. But 
that is not enough…The bowing 
represents our commitment 
to compromise for the sake of 
peace!” At this very difficult hour, 
his message was about making 
peace.  

My ַּתְלִמיד, just before the funeral, 
his family opened a locked drawer. 
Inside was a photo of ָקְטֶלר ַאֲהרֹן   ר׳ 

 and a clipping from an old ַזַצ״ל
Jewish Observer that said, “R' 
Boruch Ber Lebowitz instructed 
his son-in-law: When you go to a 
conference for the ְּכַלל, you must 
pack your ַּתְכִריִכים, shrouds, A 
Jewish leader must put his life on 
the line for his people.” This was his 
final message.

   !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)  

Dear Talmid,

R' Moshe Sherer ַזַצ״ל 
once asked the following 

question: Why in this week’s ָּפָרָׁשה 
 ,ֲעָרִכין does the subject of (ְּבֻחקַֹתי)
the value of a person, follow 
immediately after the ּתֹוָכָחה, list of 
punishments? He answered in the 
name of R' Shmuel Alter that these 
two subjects are taught together 
to teach us that we can only realize 
the true worth of a person after 
seeing how that person reacts to 
living through difficult situations. 

When R' Sherer was taken to see 
Dr. Jacob Shani about his chest pain, 
the doctor informed him that he 
was not going home. He required 
immediate open-heart surgery; 
his major artery was 99% blocked. 
After receiving the news, his family 
was ushered into the room where 
he was being prepared for surgery. 
They found him quite upbeat for 
someone about to undergo open-
heart surgery. R' Sherer explained 
to his family, “You don’t understand. 
I asked the surgeon what the 
prognosis is, and he told me that 
I will come out feeling ten years 
younger. That is ten more years 
to serve ִיְׂשָרֵאל  At this difficult ”!ְּכַלל 



For many years, the headquarters of 
Agudath Israel of America was located at 

5 Beekman Street in Manhattan.

The organization’s President, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
worked tirelessly to accomplish things on behalf 
of klal yisroel.   He consulted with gedolim, met 
with world leaders, and liaised with politicians. 

Throughout it all, Rabbi Sherer never forgot how a 
yid is supposed to treat each and every person.

His busy schedule notwithstanding, 
Rabbi Sherer started each workday 

the very same way.

Rabbi Sherer used the connections he had 
developed during his klal work to help the building 
manager and get the deportation order rescinded.

We can all learn from Rabbi Sherer.  While 
working tirelessly every waking moment on 
behalf of many, he never forgot about the 
needs of each and every individual, and how 
every person has the opportunity to make a 

Kiddush Hashem every day.

The future 
of Yiddishkeit in 

Eretz Yisroel is at 
stake!

R’ Avrohom Pam זצ״ל could not visit R’ Sherer in the hospital because he was a כהן, but 
he sent R’ Sherer a letter that brought tears to his eyes: “This past שבת, before מוסף, 
when we read the מי שברך prayer for all those who faithfully tend to the needs of the 
public [and ask] הקב״ה to provide their reward and remove from them all illnesses 
and heal their entire bodies … I said in my heart, ‘רבונו של עולם, to whom do these words 
apply and are more suitable than to Your faithful servant, משה בן בתיה בלומא! You have 
no one who is more faithfully involved in the needs of the public than he. Therefore 
our eyes and the eyes of all Yisrael are lifted toward You that You will remove from 
him every illness and send him a complete cure from Heaven, speedily, among all the 
other sick in Yisrael.’ Until here, my thoughts and whispered prayers on שבת קודש …”

Good 
morning.  I 

hope you have a 
wonderful day.

…this doesn’t take 
precedence over chillul 

Hashem!

Rav 
Moshe, I thank 
you for your 

guidance!

Rabbi, it’s a 
miracle!  What can I 
do to repay you?

There’s no 
need to thank me.  

Just keep taking such 
good care of the 

building.

we must always be 
sure to care for both Klal 

Yisrael and Reb Yisroel!

Thank you, Rabbi, but 
today I am very worried. I lost 

my immigration case and am going 
to be deported along with my 

family!

Please give me the 
papers. Let me see 

what I can do.
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