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Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Aryeh Levin ַזַצל's legendary love 
for Jewish prisoners, especially those 
captured by the British for political 
crimes, was ַלָּפִנים ַהָּפִנים   He .ַּכַמִים 
often risked his life. Once, he even 
threw himself in front of the High 
Commissioner's moving car to 
present his petition. In turn, once, 
when R' Aryeh was making a ֶׁשֵּבַרְך  ִמי 
for his ill daughter, the prisoners started 
offering years of their own life, in lieu of ְצָדָקה, to be 
given to the sick girl. Such is the true ַח !ַאֲהַבת ִיְׂשָרֵאל of ּכ۬

Gedolim Glimpses

רֹות  ֵהן ְוָלַקח ַלִּמַּטֵהר ְׁשֵּתי ִצָּפִרים ַחּיֹות ְטה۬ … ְוִצָּוה ַהּכ۬

The ֵהן  shall command; and for the person being purified there ּכ۬
shall be taken two live, clean birds … (Vayikra 14:4)

Ibn Ezra understands from the wording — ֵהן ְוָלַקח  that all — ְוִצָּוה ַהּכ۬
the words are read together and teach us that the ֵהן  takes” from his“ ּכ۬
own money to supply the necessary components for the purification 
process.

 This ֲהָלָכה seems highly unusual. Imagine a person suffering from 
an unusual sickness who travels a distance to a renowned physician 
to be healed. After undergoing the treatment, unless there was a 
prior agreement, it is logical that the physician expects the individual 
to pay in full for services rendered. Any patient who would arrange 
with the physician to pay less, or not pay at all, for the treatment 
would only appeal to the doctor’s charity if he is poor. Even a poor 
person will rarely have the audacity to turn to the renowned physician 
after being treated for a discount, or for free, and ask the physician 
to pay for his expensive medication. The Ibn Ezra clearly teaches us 
that the ֵהן  takes” from his own money, even in the event that the“ ּכ۬
 could easily afford to pay for the necessary components to be ְמצֹוָרע
healed from his spiritual sickness.

Is the ֵהן  any different than a doctor? Why should he, the spiritual ּכ۬
doctor, have to pay for the healing process? What lasting lesson will 

be imparted to the ְמצֹוָרע when the ָקְרָּבן being offered is with the 
ֵהן   ?s money’ּכ۬

An interesting and practical reason is given for this unusual 
practice. ֲחַז״ל teach us that the person who is stricken with ָצַרַעת is 
an individual who has a loose tongue, who speaks against others 
with ease. Unfortunately, much of his ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע is focused against the 
spiritual leaders: ַרָּבִנים, ַּתְלִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים, ְמַלְמִדים.

An important part of the process to heal the slanderer is that the 
ֵהן places him in the position to be the beneficiary of the ּתֹוָרה  .s gift’ּכ۬
Imagine how the ְמצֹוָרע feels, receiving a gift from the victim of his 
disparaging speech! Now the same tongue that has spoken evil 
will be ‘forced’ to speak good about his benefactor. His words of 
acknowledgement are the best medicine. 

The ּתֹוָרה is teaching us a beautiful and effective method to solve 
ill feelings and envy. The ֵהן  s kind gift will cause a change of heart’ּכ۬
in the ְמצֹוָרע. The ּתֹוָרה teaches us that by giving the ְמצֹוָרע a gift, it 
will soften the ill feelings the ְמצֹוָרע harbors towards the spiritual 
leaders — ַרָּבִנים, ַּתְלִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים, ְמַלְמִדים, etc. As the ָּפסּוק says in ִמְׁשֵלי 
 :)כ״ז:י״ט(

״ַּכַּמִים ַהָּפִנים ַלָּפִנים ֵּכן ֵלב ָהָאָדם ָלָאָדם״
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ַזַצ״ל ֶלִוין  ַאְרֵיה  ּבֵײִניׁש was born to ר׳  ִּבְנָיִמין   ֶעִטיל and ר׳ 
in Orlay (near Bialystok), Lithuania. As a child, he 
learned with his father, his uncle עּוִזיֵאל  and local ר׳ 

 .ְיִׁשיָבה At the age of 12, he left home to learn in the Slonim .ֶרֵּבִיים
After one year, he went to Slutsk, where he was a ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of the 
ְזֵאב) ִריְדַב״ז ֶּבן  ָדִוד  ַיֲעק۬ב  ְרָפֵאל  ַזְלַמן and (ר׳  ִאיֶסר   Meltzer. At the age of ר׳ 
16, he went to Halusk to learn under ּבֶער ָּברּוְך   Lebovitz and was ר׳ 
his ַחְברּוָתא. In 1902 he went to Volozhin. At the age of 19, with WWI 
looming, he traveled to ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֶּפַסח There, he met .ֶאֶרץ  ְצִבי   ,Frank ר׳ 
who arranged ַאְרֵיה  ר׳ the daughter of ,ַחָנה ,with his niece ִׁשּדּוְך s’ר׳ 
  and is remembered as ֵעץ ַחִּיים of ַמְׁשִּגיַח Shapiro. He became the ָדִוד
the ַאִבי ְיתֹוִמים and loving father of the prisoners and the sick.  

 

ט׳ ניסן
5645 - 5729
1885 - 1969



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ג׳ סעיף ה׳

*Shlomie had improved from last year in all subjects. Vacation was just 
around the corner, but not before graduation. The ֶרֵּבִיים and teachers 
voted him ‘Best Student of the Year’. Eli, a fellow classmate, was jealous 
of all the attention Shlomie received. He felt that he, too, was always 
a good student and also worked hard every year. At the graduation 
party, the boys sat together. Eli asked, “Do you think that this year they 
measured ‘best student’ differently?”  

Was Eli’s ‘innocent’ question problematic?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. When did the ְּכַנֲעִנים hide their wealth inside the walls of their 
homes?

2. Which ֵּכִלים is the ּתֹוָרה really concerned about by requiring 
the removal of all ֵּכִלים BEFORE the house is declared ָטֵמא?

1. During the forty years that ּבֵני ִיׂשָרֵאל were traveling in the ִמְדּבר. In 
the event that ּבֵני ִיׂשָרֵאל would capture the land, the ּכַנֲעִנים did not 
want ּבֵני ִיׂשָרֵאל to benefit from the spoils )14:34 – ד״ה ְוָנַתּתי).

 by ָטהֹור can be made ּכִלים earthenware. All the other ,ּכֵלי ֶחֶרס .2
immersing them in the (14:36 – ד״ה ְול۬א ִיְטָמא) ִמְקָוה. 

Man Does Not Live by Bread AloneLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Reb Aryeh (Feldheim)

of 
the

1.  The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the ָחֵמץ from the holes and cracks.

2.  It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight for ְּבִדיָקה.

3.   Some of the commonly overlooked areas to search for ָחֵמץ include: Clothing pockets, school knapsacks, work desks, school 
lockers, etc. 

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו… ִהְלכו…
ַסח ת ּפֶ ִהְלכו…

Answer: It is not permissible to hint or ask a leading question that will lead to ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע. Not 
mentioning names or making statements that may sound innocent but will more than likely 
lead people to speak negatively is still considered ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע. 

…ז۬את ִּתְהֶיה ּתֹוַרת ַהְּמצָ۬רע 

This shall be the law of the (ַוִּיְקָרא יד:ב) … ְּמצָ۬רע

Why does the ָּפסּוק state “this shall be …” and not “this is …”? 
R' Shmuel of Sochotchov explains that ָּצַרַעת is brought about by 
the sin of ַּגֲאָוה, pride (:ֲעָרִכין טז). Once a person is afflicted with ָּצַרַעת 
and people distance themselves from him, he feels contrite and 
humbled. This humility must remain with him for the rest of his life.

Our ּתֹוָרה leaders teach us how to conduct ourselves with humility.

*

It was late Friday night in ַׁשָּבת .ְירּוָׁשַלִים candles still burned on 
the table. Two men sat in the room studying together, arms 
gesticulating wildly. Obviously, they enjoyed each other’s company. 
Who were these ַצִדיִקים who derived such pleasure from their ּתֹוָרה 
learning? They were ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן Meltzer and his favorite disciple, the 
 .Levin ר׳ ַאְרֵיה ,ְירּוָׁשַלִים ַצִדיק

Every Friday night after the ַׁשָּבת meal, the two would meet in ר׳ ִאיֶסר 

 ,s home for a special study session. Once, after their learning’ַזְלַמן
they began reminiscing about the old days, when ר׳ ַאְרֵיה was a ַּתְלִמיד 
in the ְיִׁשיָבה of Slutsk, and ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן was the ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה.

ַזְלַמן ִאיֶסר  ר׳ ,Tell me“ ,ַּתְלִמיד asked his ר׳   where did you eat ,ַאְרֵיה 
when you were learning in Slutsk?” There were no dormitories or 
dining halls in ְיִׁשיבֹות in those days. ְיִׁשיָבה boys would be scattered 
throughout the town, sleeping in one home and eating one hot meal 
daily at a different home. Surprised by the question, ר׳ ַאְרֵיה replied 
after a few moments, “On ַׁשָּבת, I would eat at so-and-so’s house.”

“And where did you eat during the week?”

 began to list the families who had hosted him. Then he fell ר׳ ַאְרֵיה
silent. “Nu…” ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן prodded him. “You have told me where you 
ate five days a week. But I still haven’t heard where you ate on the 
other days.” ר׳ ַאְרֵיה was still and did not reply.

 you must tell me where you ate ,ר׳ ַאְרֵיה“ ,asked again ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן
the other two days of the week.”

 saw that he had no choice but to answer. He took a deep ר׳ ַאְרֵיה
breath and said, “ֶרִּבי, I did not eat with any family on the other two 
days of the week. I just didn’t eat at all.”

.blanched ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן

“But ֶרִּבי, don’t feel bad,” he quickly added. “Those two days, when 
no food came to my lips, were my best days of learning.” 

Late that Friday night, after ר׳ ַאְרֵיה had already gone to bed, there 
was an urgent-sounding knock at the door. ר׳ ַאְרֵיה opened the door 
and was shocked to see that Rebbetzin Baila Hinda Meltzer was 
standing at the door, shaking like a leaf.

“Please, forgive me!” begged the rebbetzin. “From the time my 
husband spoke to you he has had no peace. Please, do us a favor 
and come to our house.”

ַאְרֵיה  ר׳ followed the rebbetzin to her home. There, he found ר׳ 

.pacing the floor in great agitation ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן

When ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן saw ר׳ ַאְרֵיה, he cried out, “ר׳ ַאְרֵיה! For three years 
you learned in Slutsk, and I, your ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה, did not know you had no 
place to eat two days a week. I was responsible for you. Now what 
shall I say after 120 years, when I go before the Heavenly court? ד׳ 
will ask me, ‘Why didn’t you care for your student? How could you 
let him go hungry?’ Please! Forgive me!” begged ַזְלַמן ִאיֶסר   in a ר׳ 
broken voice.

 stood frozen in his place, unable to utter a word. He had ר׳ ַאְרֵיה
never seen his teacher in such a state. “ֶרִּבי,” he whispered after a 
short while, “it is all my fault. I never told you that I had no place to 
eat. How could you have guessed it on your own?”

ַזְלַמן ִאיֶסר  ַאְרֵיה was not satisfied with ר׳  ַאְרֵיה ,s reply. Finally’ר׳   ר׳ 
promised him clearly that he forgave him with all his heart. Only 
then did ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן sigh with relief.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



FocusonMiddos

Dear Talmid,

R' Aryeh Levin, 
the legendary ַצִּדיק 

of ְירּוָׁשַלִים, was a man of rare 
compassion. Once, a distraught, 
recently widowed woman came 
to him and wept bitterly. R' 
Aryeh did his best to console 
the woman, but she continued 
to weep. 

After a long time, she said, 
 I am prepared to accept ,ֶרִּבי“
your words of consolation, but 
there is something in particular 
that troubles me. Please tell 
me, what happened to all my 
tears? I prayed and prayed that 
my husband should get well. I 
recited chapter after chapter of 
 .and shed countless tears ,ְּתִהִּלים
What happened to them?”

R' Aryeh replied softly to the 
woman, “After 120 years, when 
your soul will return to Heaven, 
you will see how meaningful 
were all your prayers and tears. 
You will then see that ד׳ Himself 
gathered in and counted every 
teardrop that you shed and 
treasured it like a priceless gem. 
You will then perceive that when 
harsh decrees hovered over the 
Jewish people, it was your tears 

that washed away the evil and 
saved our people from danger. 
Even one sincere tear can be a 
source of salvation!”

When R' Aryeh had finished, 
the woman began to shed tears 
anew — tears of gratitude and 
hope. 

Some time later, she returned 
to the ַצִּדיק and said, “ֶרִּבי, 
remember what you told me? 
Please tell it to me again.” 

 R' Aryeh touched the heart 
of this ַאְלָמָנה, and many others. 
Before יֹום טֹוב he would make it 
a special point to visit Rebbitzen 
Bengis and wish her, “גּוט יֹום טֹוב!” 
He would explain, “She used to 
entertain many guests during יֹום 
 .when her husband was alive טֹוב
In those days her home was full 
of joy. Now that her husband has 
passed away, she sits alone. Can 
you imagine her pain?

My טֹוב ,ַּתְלִמיד  is coming, a יֹום 
time of joy and happiness. Let 
us learn from R' Aryeh to share 
the joy with others and reach out 
to those who need and make it a 
truly spiritual joy for all! 

ֶרִּבי Your  ,ְּבְיִדידּות

Story: Of Prayers and Tears - More Shabbos 
Stories (ArtScroll)  

ֶהָאִביב – ִניָסן  .the month of spring – חֹוֶדׁש 
There is a special ִמְצָוה during this month to make the 
ָּברּוְך ַא :upon seeing a fruit tree starting to bloom ְּבָרָכה
 ָּתה ד׳ ֱאלֵ۬קינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֶׁשּל۬א ִחַּסר ָּבעֹוָלמֹו ָּדָבר, ּוָבָרא בֹו ְּבִרּיֹות טֹובֹות
 ,You] ד׳ ,Blessed are You – ְוִאיָלנֹות טֹוִבים, ְלַהּנֹות ָּבֶהם ְּבֵני ָאָדם
Who are the Source of all blessing], our G-d, King of the 
universe, who left nothing lacking in His world, and He 
created within it beautiful [literally: good] creations and 
beautiful [literally: good] trees, [solely] for the purpose 
of giving pleasure to people. This special ְּבָרָכה of ַהָּכַרת 
  .can only be said once a year ד׳ to ַהטֹוב

ַהְּנִביָאה BCE – Yahrtzeit of 1273 / 2487 ִניָסן 10  ,ִמְרָים 
daughter of ַעְמָרם and יֹוֶכֶבד. Some explain that the name 
 bitter sea, since she was born during ,ַמר ָים means ִמְרָים
the period when the ִמְצִרִיים threw the newborn boys 
into the water. ַעְמָרם, the leader of the nation, made an 
official edict for families to separate, so there would be 
no more newborn boys who would be killed. Based on 
a ִמְרָים ,ְנבּוָאה disputed ַעְמָרם’s decision, convincing him 
to remarry יֹוֶכֶבד. This led to the birth of מֶׁ۬שה ַרֵּבינּו, who 
would redeem ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל from ִמְצַרִים. 

 after he was hidden in מֶׁ۬שה watched over the baby ִמְרָים
the Nile River. With great courage, ִמְרָים spoke to ַּפְרע۬ה’s 
daughter, ִּבְתָיה, and offered that יֹוֶכֶבד nurse the crying 
baby, who refused to nurse from Egyptian women. 

 as she led ,ּתֹוָרה by the ְּנִביָאה is referred to as a ִמְרָים
the Jewish women to sing a song of praise after 
 the well ,ְזכּות s army drowned in the sea. In her’ַּפְרע۬ה
ִמְרָים] ֶׁשל   ְּכַלל miraculously provided water for [ְּבֵאָרה 
 ,ְּפִטיָרה during 39 years in the desert. After her ִיְׂשָרֵאל
the well dried up; it was later restored only in the 
 teaches that (ַׁשָּבת לה.) ְּגָמָרא The .ַאֲהר۬ן and מֶׁ۬שה of both ְזכּות
the ְּבֵאָרה ֶׁשל ִמְרָים can be seen today by viewing a sieve-
like area in the ַים ִּכֶּנֶרת from the top of ַהר ַהַּכְרֶמל. 

In ָערּוְך תפ:ב) ֻׁשְלָחן  ַחִּיים   her yahrtzeit is cited as (אֹוַרח 
one of the ַצִּדיִקים  that ֵנס In her honor, the .ַּתֲעִנּיֹות 
happened in ִמְצַרִים on ִניָסן  is ,ַׁשָּבת which was a ,י 
celebrated on the ַׁשָּבת before ֶּפַסח rather than ִניָסן  .י 
 passed away at the age of 126, 39 years after ִמְרָים
ִמְצַרִים ִיְׂשָרֵאל exactly one year before ,ְיִציַאת    ְּכַלל 
entered ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

This Week in History

Preparation for ַׁשָּבת ַהָּגדֹול : An edited selection of יֹוצרֹות ְלַׁשָּבת ַהָּגדֹול
ּוְבֵכן ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהַּלְיָלה

And it )the redemption( was at midnight!
You performed many miracles at night: At the beginning of the 1st watch on this night, to the (ַאְבָרָהם) ֵגר ֶצֶדק; You gave victory when the night was divided 
for him (in the battle against the four kings); You judged the king of (ַאִביֶמֶלְך) ְּגָרר with death in his dream by night (when he took ָׂשָרה). You frightened the 
Aramean (ָלָבן) in the dark of night (when he chased ַיֲעק۬ב). (ַיֲעק۬ב) ִיְׂשָרֵאל fought and overcame an angel at night; The Egyptian firstborns You crushed at 
midnight. They did not find their money when they arose at night. 
You routed the army of ִסיְסָרא that was chased until the town ֲחרֹוֶׁשת with the stars of the night (when he was chased by ָּבָרק). The blasphemer (ַסְנֵחֶרב) who 
sent ַרְבָׁשֵקה to blaspheme ד׳ had planned to raise his hand against ְירּוָׁשַלִים; You embarrassed him by killing his army as they slept at night; the idol ֵּבל and 
its pedestal were overthrown in the dark of the night; to the man (ָּדִנֵּיאל) in whom You delighted, the secret vision was revealed at night [the dream of the 
four exiles and the ְגאּוָלה ְׁשֵלָמה]. 
He (ַּבְלַׁשַצר) who became intoxicated drinking [together with his officers] from vessels stolen from the ֵּבית ַהִמְקָדׁש was slain on that very night (ָּדִנֵּיאל ה:ל); he 
 bore hatred in his heart and wrote letters (ָהָמן) ֲאָגִגי at night; the (ְנבּוַכְדֶנאַּצר) who was rescued from the lion’s den interpreted the dream that frightened (ָּדִנֵּיאל)
[to destroy ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל] at night. You began the triumph [over ָהָמן’s evil decree] by disturbing his king’s (ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש) sleep at night. 
The ָגלּות is like being squeezed by a winepress; we call out: “Watchman, what of the night [when will the ָגלּות end]?” The Watchman said, “Morning 
is coming, but also the night! [Deliverance for ִיְׂשָרֵאל  [ָמִׁשיַח of the coming of] s day’ה׳ Bring closer ”[ְרָׁשִעים is at hand, but night will continue for the ְּכַלל 
that is neither day nor night (ְזַכְרָיה יד:ו); ה׳, show that Yours is the day as well as the night; The watchmen who mourn and pray for the restoration of 
 Illuminate as with the light of the day [using the original light that was at the time of creation] the depth of the darkness ;(ְיַׁשְעָיה סב:ו) all day and all night ִציֹון
of the night of the ָגלּות!
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The Rebbe takes down a matzah wrapped in a towel.

Back on the other side of town, the 
Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe carefully 
took out one Matzah for himself, 
and then handed the other two to his 

son.

The son is incredulous and asks 
his father for an explanation:

”...I therefore insisted on taking three matzos so that once the Skulener 
Rebbe gave all his Matzos away, he would still have two Matzos left - one 

for his own family, and the other for his son’s family.”

The hallmark of these Gedolei Yisroel was their Bein adam lachaveiro and 
ahavas Yisroel. They both survived the war, and each in his own unique style 

built from the ashes a vibrant and thriving chassidus that is especially known 
to emulate these traits.

During the difficult years before WWII, the Skulener Rebbe was able to procure some flour and 
erected a small Matzah Bakery. He provided one Matzah per family to the thousands of families in 

Chernowitz. The Seret-Vizhnitzer rebbe had insisted on receiving three Matzos. On Erev Pesach a chossid 
came to the Skulener Rebbe begging for a matzah.

You just don’t know the Skulener Rebbe 
and his son. I know they have such Ahavas 

Yisroel that they gave away their last Matzah. 
They don’t have any matzah for their seder... 

hurry to the Rebbe’s home!

Here, take this 
matzah, but please do 
not tell anyone. Chag 

Kasher V’sameach!

Thank you, Rebbe! May 
the mitzvah of matzah be a 

shmira for the Rebbe in these 
difficult times!

My son let me 
give away his matzah; 
now I’m giving away 

mine!

Where is the 
Rebbe’s matzah? I 

looked all over and 
cannot find it.

You are right for 
asking! I am working on my 

preparation for erev pesach and 
will answer later...

Maybe my son 
and I will eat with my 

Gabbai’s family.

Hurry back to 
the Skulener Rebbe 

and return these two 
Matzos!...

I never 
questioned my 

father… now I see 
his foresight and 

gadlus!
What Chochma and ahavas 

Yisroel! Send your father the 
best of regards, and a Chag 

Kasher V’Sameach!

Here are the other 
two Matzos I received 

earlier.

R’ Baruch Hager, Admor of Seret-Vizhnitz, was born in Vizhnitz. He was the fourth son 
of R’ Israel. His father called him the “wise one.” He received semichah from R’ Meir 
Arak and others. From 1923, he was a Rov first in Erzecse-Batvaros, Kutzman, and 
then in Seret, where he established a yeshivah. Together with his father they visited 
Eretz Yisroel in 1935. He became rebbe in 1936. He was transported to Transnistria, 
where he spent close to three years in hiding. His brother Eliezer rescued him and 
took him to Czernowitz and Braszov. In 1947 he arrived in Haifa, where he established 
the chassidic settlement of Ramat Vishnitz. He was active in the Aguda and Chinuch 

Atzmai and was a member of Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah.
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