
 פרשת  אחרי\שבת הגדול  - הפטרה: … וערבה לה מנחת יהודה … )מלאכי ג:ד-כד(
 דף יומי: ביצה י״ג - מצות עשה: 2 מצות לא תעשה: 26

April 12, 2014 - יב ניסן , תשע"ד - Vol: 1 Issue: 28

PIRCHEI 
Agudas Yisroel of America

בס״ד

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (5) (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

ַזַצ״ל ִזיסִקינד  ָמְרְּדַכי  ִזיסל also known as ,ר׳ ִׂשְמָחה    ר׳ ִׂשְמָחה 
 was born ,טֹוָּבא רֵײזל and ר׳ ִחְזִקָיהּו ַאְבָרָהם the son of ,ּברֹויָדא
in ְירּוָׁשַלִים. In his early years, he learned in ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה ֵעץ 

 he went to learn ,ַּבר ִמְצָוה At the age of .ר׳ ָמְרְדַכי ָדִוד ֶלִוין ַזַצ״ל under ַחִּיים
in ְיִׁשיַבת ֶחְברֹון, where he spent the next 75 years of his life. In 1941, he 
married גֹוְלָדא ִמְרָים ע״ה, the daughter of R' Moshe Finkel ַזַצ״ל, the ר۬אׁש 
 in 1945 ִׁשעּוִרים began delivering ר׳ ִׂשְמָחה .ֶחְברֹון of Slabodka and ְיִׁשיָבה
and was appointed ר۬אׁש ְמִתיְבָתא in 1951. In 1961, he became ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה. 
 and was recognized ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל in מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה was on the ר׳ ִׂשְמָחה
for his sensitivity, ָחְכָמה and practical ַדַעת ּתֹוָרה. His ְסָפִרים include ָחֵבר 
   .among others ,ֵחֶלק ַמֲאָמִרים and ַמֲאָמֵרי ַהּתֹוָרה, ָׂש״ם ֶדֶרְך, ֵחֶלק ִּביאּוִרים

 

 In all the hundreds of ַהְסָּכמֹות and 
letters that ַזַצ״ל ּברֹויָדא  ִזיסל  ִׂשְמָחה   ר׳ 
ever wrote, he never once referred 
to a ַּתְלִמיד by the title ַּתְלִמיִדי, my 
disciple. ִזיסל ִׂשְמָחה   had the ר׳ 
same approach as ֵאיֶגר ֲעִקיָבא   ר׳ 
 who reasoned, “Who knows ,ַזַצ״ל
who learned more from whom?” 
Once, during a ִׁשעּור on ִגיִטין, a ַּתְלִמיד 
asked a question from a ִמְׁשָנה in ַחָלה.  
After ִזיסל ִׂשְמָחה   absorbed the depth ר׳ 
of the ַּתְלִמיד’s question, he stopped the ִׁשעּור. The next 
day ר׳ ִׂשְמָחה ִזיסל used an entirely different approach to 
explain the ֻסְגָיה.

Gedolim Glimpses

אָתם ַאַחת ַּבָּׁשָנה …ְוָהְיָתה ּז۬את ָלֶכם ְלֻחַּקת עֹוָלם ְלַכֵּפר ַעל ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ִמָּכל ַחּט۬

This shall be to you an eternal decree to bring atonement on ְּבֵני 
(ַוִּיְקָרא טז:לד) …for all their sins once a year ִיְׂשָרֵאל

Why does the ּתֹוָרה emphasize that the atonement of ִּכּפּור  יֹום 
occurs once a year? Isn’t every יֹום טֹוב only once a year? 

R' Tzvi Hirsch Farber, ַזַצ״ל, cites R' Yaakov Charif, ַזַצ״ל, who 
compared this to a chronically ill man whose medical specialist’s 
regular practice is in a far-off city. Whenever the man’s illness 
becomes serious and life-threatening, his caretakers must transport 
him to the big city so that this doctor can administer his medication. 

There are times, however, when the illness starts becoming so 
severe that the patient cannot wait until he reaches his own doctor. 
Consequently, at each station along the way he arranges to seek 
a doctor in that city who can provide him with some emergency 
medical treatment until he arrives at the big city.

So, too, is ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל’s relationship with sin and atonement. As ְׁשל۬מ۬ה 
ֶהֶלת teaches us in ַהֶּמֶלְך  — ִּכי ָאָדם ֵאין ַצִּדיק … ֲאֶׁשר ַיֲעֶׂשה ּטֹוב ְול۬א ֶיֱחָטא :(ז:כ) ק۬
For there is no man so wholly righteous ... that he [always] does good 
and never sins. Each one of us needs that awesome day when הקב״ה 
listens to our brokenhearted pleas for forgiveness. Every year we 
hope to continue our endeavors to improve until ִּכּפּור  when we יֹום 
can be healed and we can receive our annual dose of atonement 

which enables us to continue for yet another year. 

Sometimes, however, people are simply too ill to “make it” until 
that holy day. In such a difficult and critical situation, הקב״ה provides 
intermittent stops during the year for the patients, which serve as a 
“mini” יֹום ִּכּפּור. This offers them the opportunity for ְּתׁשּוָבה, enabling 
them to “make it” until the holiest day of the year — יֹום ִּכּפּור.

We should view the various types of trials and difficulties that 
we confront during the year as true reflections of הקב״ה’s kindness. 
 ,creates opportunities to help us address our personal issues הקב״ה
whether problems with learning, earning a living, or maintaining 
good health. 

At times, the greater Jewish community is struck with a tragedy, 
e.g. the passing of a great ַחַז״ל .ַצִדיק teach us that ִמַתת ַצִדיִקים, the 
death of the righteous, atones in the same manner as יֹום ִּכּפּור. This 
is one of הקב״ה’s ways of communicating an important message to 
us: We need another יֹום ִּכּפּור.

 promises us the opportunity to have just one single day הקב״ה
of the year — יֹום ִּכּפּור — for our atonement. However, that is on 
the condition that we are constantly working to try to better 
ourselves and have no need for any additional ‘mini’ יֹום ִּכּפּור. 
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via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org
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FocusonMiddos

1. The ֵסֶדר table should be set during the day so that the ֵסֶדר can begin on time and the children can be awake for the  
 entire ֵסֶדר.

2.  The ֵסֶדר table should be set with the best dishes, and one should preferably recline upon pillows, for such is the way
  of royalty. 

3.  Only one ֵסֶדר plate should be set, before the leader of the ֵסֶדר.

4.  Each ֵסֶדר participant’s cup should be filled by someone else to symbolize the majesty of the evening.

5.  It is preferable to drink the entire cup of wine for each ּכֹוס. The minimum amount that one must drink is a רֹוב ְרִביִעית.

6.  A ָקָטן, child under ַּבר ִמְצָוה, does not need to drink a full ְרִביִעית; it is sufficient if he drinks a volume of wine that would fill his mouth. 

7.  It is most important for a child to ask the questions about the reasons for the ַמָצה, ָמרֹור, the two dippings during the ֵסֶדר, and ה  and ,ֲהִסבָּ
to clearly understand the answers. [Ed. note for ַּתְלִמיִדים: Try to think of one question that is not on any of your sheets.]

8.  Once one recites the ְּבָרָכה over ַמָצה, one may not speak about matters which have no relevance to the meal until AFTER one has 
finished eating the ּכֹוֵרְך sandwich.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

Dear Talmid,

A ַּתְלִמיד of R' Simcha 
Zissel Broide ַזַצ״ל once 

related the following episode:

“I got up at seven o’clock 
and looked out my dormitory 
window. I saw the ְיִׁשיָבה  ר۬אׁש 
standing still on the pathway 
that led to the ְיִׁשיָבה. The ר۬אׁש 
 waited a few minutes and ְיִׁשיָבה
then continued walking to the 
 ,building. I was surprised ְיִׁשיָבה
and my surprise grew even 
greater when I saw the ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה 
walking speedily towards the 
.ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש

“I thought to myself, ‘If he 
was so weak that he had to rest 
awhile before he continued to 
walk, where did he suddenly 
find the energy to carry on 
walking at such high speed?’

“The riddle was solved when 
I noticed an old, tired man 
walking slowly along the path, 
leaning on a stick. Each step 
appeared to be a major effort 
for him. I understood everything 
at once. ַרֵּבינּו was always careful 
not to hurt anybody’s feelings 
— directly or indirectly. This 
time, R' Simcha Zissel did not 

allow himself to pass ahead 
of the man, knowing that it 
would cause him anguish to 
see a man, older than himself, 
walking swiftly on two healthy 
legs, whereas he was hobbling 
along on his worn-out, sick legs, 
leaning on a stick … 

“That’s why ַרֵּבינּו did not want 
to pass ahead of the man, in 
spite of the fact that he was so 
particular about being the first 
one to come to the ַהִמְדָרׁש  .ֵּבית 
[Although standing still for long 
periods of time would cause 
him acute pain,] he wouldn’t 
allow himself to cause anguish 
to anyone, even for that.”

My ַּתְלִמיד, great people are 
easily recognizable by the way 
in which they demonstrate their 
sensitivity to the feelings of 
other people. Can you imagine 
how many fine people must 
have walked past the same 
old man that day, without 
ever considering his feelings? 
The proof of a great person is 
watching how he relates to, and 
thinks about, every individual! 

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

Story: Exquisite Middos – Prince of the Torah 

Kingdom (Feldheim)

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:  ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…
ַסח ת ּפֶ  ִהְלכו…

ֶאְפַרִים Yahrtzeit of – 1575 / 5335 ִניָסן 13 ֶּבן  יֹוֵסף   ר׳ 

ַזַצ״ל  .He was born in Toledo, Spain, in 1488 .קַארֹו 
In 1942, due to the Spanish Inquisition, he was 
forced to flee with his family to Portugal. After 
the expulsion of the Jews from Portugal in 1497, 
his family moved to Nikopol, Bulgaria. ר׳ יֹוֵסף was 
first educated by his father, ר׳ ֶאְפַרִים, who was later 
appointed chief rabbi of Nikopol. After his father’s 
 ר׳ ִיְצָחק ,he grew up in the home of his uncle ,ְּפִטיָרה

ַזַצ״ל  ֶּכֶסף While still a young man, he wrote .קַארֹו 

ַהֲחָזָקה s’ַרְמַּב״ם an explanation on the ,ִמְׁשֶנה  He .ַיד 
explains the ַרְמַּב״ם’s sources, and defends the 
 .רַאַב״ד against the ַרְמַּב״ם
At the age of 25, while living in Adrianople, he 
began writing יֹוֵסף  his commentary on the ,ֵּבית 
 son of the) ר׳ ַיֲעק۬ב ֶּבן ר׳ ָאֵׁשר the works of ,ַאְרָּבָעה טּוִרים
 This brilliant work took him twenty years .(רא״ש
to complete and today is printed with every טּור. 
He later settled in the city of ְצַפת, in northern ֶאֶרץ 

 where he arrived about 1535, having en ,ִיְׂשָרֵאל
route spent several years at Salonika and Istanbul. 
Years later [in ְצַפת] he wrote an abridged ֵסֶפר on 
 the Prepared Table. In deciding ,ֻׁשְלָחן ָערּוְך the ,ֲהָלָכה
the ֲהָלָכה, he based his opinion on three great 
giants – the רא״ש ,ִרי״ף and ַרְמַּב״ם. When they 
argued against each other, for the most part he 
would follow the majority opinion. Following the 
teachings of his ִמְנָהִגים, he gave the greater weight 
to the ְסָפַרִּדי customs. His ר׳ ַיֲעק۬ב ֵּביָרב ,ֶרִּבי, conferred 
a special ְסִמיָכה on יֹוֵסף קַארֹו  and others based ר׳ 
on a ruling of the ַיֲעק۬ב .ַרְמַּב״ם  received major ר׳ 
opposition to this idea and eventually the special 
 .was abandoned ְסִמיָכה
The first printing of the ֻׁשְלָחן ָערּוְך was in the year 
1565 and ר׳ יֹוֵסף קַארֹו’s fame quickly spread far and 
wide. While he wrote many more ֶּבֶדק ַהַּבִית) ְסָפִרים, 
 and more), none ַמִּגיד ֵמיָׁשִרים ,ַאְבַקת רֹוֵכל ,ְּכָלֵלי ַהַּתְלמּוד
received the fame of the ָערּוְך  ֶּכֶסף and the ֻׁשְלָחן 

 at the age of 87 and is buried in ִנְפָטר He was .ִמְׁשֶנה
the ְצַפת cemetery among many other great ַצִּדיִקים.



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ג׳ סעיף ו׳

*Eli was invited to Dovi’s home for ַׁשָּבת. On Friday night, Dovi’s father 
brought home a guest from shul whose flight was delayed due to a 
snowstorm. The discussion at the table focused on traveling on ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת. 
The guest was quick to explain that he rarely travels on ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת, but was 
delayed in starting out due to an emergency. After the guest left, Eli said, 
“I bet he made up the part about his emergency!” Dovi shrugged and 
said, “Who cares?”         

If Dovi did not believe Eli, was Eli עֹוֵבר the ִאּסּור of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה state explicitly that ַאֲהר۬ן performed 
the ֲעבֹוָדה of יֹום ִּכּפּור exactly as הקב״ה had commanded? 

2. What is ַרִׁש״י’s interpretation of the words of the ָּפסּוק 
of ָוַחי ָּבֶהם — and you shall live by them?

1. It is stated to praise ַאֲהר۬ן. The ּתֹוָרה is testifying to the fact that 
the only reason that ַאֲהר۬ן wore the ִּבְגֵדי ּכהּוָנה was in order to fulfill 
 s decree — he did not wear them for self-glorification’הקב״ה
.(16:34 – ד״ה ַוּיַעׂש)

 In this world it is man’s .עֹוָלם ַהָּבא must mean in ָוַחי ָּבֶהם .2
destiny to die. עֹוָלם ַהָּבא is the only place where life is eternal  
 .(18:5 – ד״ה ָוַחי ּבֶהם)

Yiddishe KepelechLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from:Touched by a Story 3 (With kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

Answer: It is important to realize that one has to ask forgiveness and atone for the ִאּסּור
of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע even if one is not believed. Even if the person who was the subject of the ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע 
will not be harmed in any way, such as a guest whom you don’t know and will never be seeing 
again, it is still an ִאּסּור of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע.  

… by which he shall live — I am ָוַחי ָּבֶהם ֲאִני ה׳ …  .(ַוִּיְקָרא יח:ה) ה׳

 ,by which he shall live — ָוַחי ָּבֶהם derive from the terminology ַחַז״ל
that all the commandments of the ּתֹוָרה (except for the three cardinal 
sins) were given for the purpose of life, not death. According to this 
interpretation the words ָוַחי ָּבֶהם refer to living our life in עֹוָלם ַהֶּזה — 
this world. Therefore, if the performance of a commandment may 
 endanger life — such as when a dangerously ill patient is ַחס ְוָׁשלֹום
being rushed to the hospital on ַׁשָּבת by car — the need to preserve 
life supersedes the observance of ַׁשָּבת. 

It is interesting to note that both ַרִׁש״י and ַּתְרּגּום אּוְנְקלּוס explain the 
simple translation of the words ָוַחי ָּבֶהם as, ְוֵיֵחי ְבהֹון ַחֵּיי ָעְלָמא — and you 
shall live in the World to Come. This seems different from the first 
interpretation that ָוַחי ָּבֶהם refers to life in עֹוָלם ַהֶּזה. However, everyone 
agrees that there is no greater pleasure in עֹוָלם ַהֶּזה than knowing that 
one’s actions will earn him eternal life in עֹוָלם ַהָּבא.

*

With many orphans expected to arrive, the Ponovezher Rov was 
desperate to gather pillows and blankets to accommodate their 
needs in his orphanage, ָּבֵּתי ָאבֹות. This was more than a matter of 
 providing for the needy; this was also a matter of ensuring that ,ְצָדָקה
these children remained true to their heritage. 

They were a particularly unique group of orphans, the Yaldei 
Teheran. The bulk of these ְיתֹוִמים from Torah-observant homes in 
Poland and Soviet Russia had been plucked from war-torn Europe 
and sent to Teheran. From there they had been brought to Palestine 
and placed in the Atlit absorption camp, on the outskirts of Haifa, 
which was run by secular Israelis who did all within their power to rid 
these children of their heritage. They resorted to mental abuse and 
even physical abuse. Now, after much pressure by religious groups, 
some of these children were being brought to ָּבֵּתי ָאבֹות in the hope 
that their ְנָׁשמֹות could be saved.

The children were expected on Sunday, so the ָרב knew that he 
must act quickly. He called an emergency ַאִסיָפה, gathering, of all the 

residents of ְּבֵני ְּבַרק on ַׁשָּבת afternoon to speak about “ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא.” The 
crowd that came from all over the city included laymen as well as 
 Men, women, and children came out in droves to hear .ַּתְלִמיֵדי ַחָכִמים
what the ָרב had to say. Before long the largest shul in ְּבֵני ְּבַרק was 
packed to the rafters. The ָרב slowly made his way to the front of 
the room. 

He looked around at the anxious crowd and began to speak. “The 
 tells us that if one has a servant he must treat him with the ְּגָמָרא
utmost dignity and respect. It is as if he has acquired a master for 
himself. In fact, ַחַז״ל tell us that if the person owns only one pillow, 
he is required to hand it over to his servant. But how, may I ask, does 
this coincide with the rule of ַחֶייָך קֹוְדִמין — that one’s own life takes 
precedence over someone else’s? The answer is that ַחַז״ל knew 
that a Jew cannot possibly sleep when he knows that his servant 
is not being provided for. Hence the law is that you must hand over 
your pillow for precisely that reason — because ַחֶייָך קֹוְדִמין, and the 
only way you will be able to sleep is if you give it to him.”

With tears streaming down his face, the ָרב expressed his heartfelt 
plea: “ַרּבֹוַתי, we have a large group of ְיתֹוִמים — with ִײִדיׁשֶע קֶעּפֶעלַאְך — 
who will be coming to our city tomorrow. We have no pillows or 
blankets for them. I beg you, please, for your own sake, ַחֶייָך קֹוְדִמין. 
How will you sleep knowing that these children have nothing on 
which to rest their heads in comfort?”

In seconds the crowd began to stir. Immediately after ַהְבָדָלה they 
went home. Within an hour the ָרב had a line of hundreds of men, 
women, and children standing in front of his home with pillows and 
blankets. Much like מֶׁ۬שה ַרֵּבינּו when funds were being collected for 
the ִמְׁשָּכן, the ָרב had to plead with them to please stop bringing their 
contributions — the orphanage was overflowing! Those present 
will never forget the sight of one woman standing at the ָרב’s door 
begging him to at least take one more pillow. And who could blame 
her? All she wanted was a good night’s rest.

…ִּכי ָיַדְעָּת ִּכי ֵהִזידּו ֲעֵליֶהם ַוִּתֵּתן אׂתׂת ּומְׂפִתים…

And You imposed signs and wonders…For You knew that they sinned intentionally against them…

The דֹוֵבר ָׁשלֹום explains these words based on the ַרְמַּב״ם in (ֶּפֶרק ו׳ ְסִעיף ה׳) ִהְלכֹות ְּתׁשּוָבה. The ַרְמַּב״ם tells us that if the ִמְצִרִיים would have had noble intentions, i.e. to make 
 would never have deserved any ִמְצִרִיים then the ,[that his children would be afflicted in a strange land] ַאְבָרָהם as told to ד׳ of ְגֵזָרה suffer solely to fulfill the ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל
punishment. However, ַוִּתֵּתן אׂתׂת ּומְׂפִתים…, And You imposed signs and wonders … [they were punished severely] …ִּכי ָיַדְעָּת ִּכי ֵהִזידּו ֲעֵליֶהם…, For You knew that they 
sinned intentionally against them …Their wicked actions did not have You in mind; therefore they deserved the harshest of punishment.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

Understanding Davening



R’ Shimshon Dovid Pincus זצ״ל, born in the United States to R’ Avraham Chaim and Chava 
Pincus, learned in בית התלמּוד under R’ Aryeh Leib Malin in his early years. Later, he went 
to learn in Brisk ישיבה. After his marriage to Chaya Mindel mann a”h, he lived in בני ברק 
and then in the נגב. At that time, he was the משגיח of the ישיבה in אֹופקים. He later became 
the ראׁש ישיבה in ירּוחם. At the request of R’ Elazar Menachem Shach זצ״ל and the Steipler 
 where he served for over ,אֹופקים R’ Pincus accepted the position of Chief Rabbi of ,זצ״ל
twenty years. R’ Pincus also spoke publicly, mostly free of charge, all over ארץ ישראל, 
the United States, and South Africa. His tapes in עבֹודה ,ּתֹורה and מּוסר are so popular 

and uplifting that they have now been transcribed into at least fourteen ספרים.

Every bone in my 
body is aching! I have no 

strength left! How am I going 
to prepare for the Seder 

tonight?

I’m so 
tired... I have no koach! 

Does the responsibility of 
bedikah really fall on me? The 
roof belongs to everyone in 

the building.  Why should I 
do it?

Oy, vey! This place 
is impossible to 

clean!

Wow! this is a real 
 just keep going....מִצְוָה

Shimshon... I must finish…
don’t give up...

...Asher 
kiddeshanu b’mitzvosav 

v’tzivanu al bee’ur 
chometz

י“ב ניסן   1944-2001   5704-5761

When Rav Shimshon Pincus zt”l was a bachur, he 
shared a דירה in Yerushalayim with a few bachurim. 
One year all the other bachurim went home for 
Pesach. The apartment was a mess and it was the 

night of Bedikas Chametz…

Shimshon just didn’t feel comfortable 
leaving it and trekked up to the roof.  He saw 

it was cluttered with all types of junk.

He cleaned the entire night. 
The next morning…

The סדר arrived. As he said the הגדה, he tasted the sweetness 
of each word. He felt very invigorated by a closeness to ד׳. 

This warm feeling lingered the entire יֹום טֹוב!

R’ Shimshon then realized that the difficult tests we have 
in life are ד׳’s way of bringing us much closer to him…

Although it was close to midnight, 
Shimshon decided he would at least try to 

clean the roof as much as possible.

It suddenly occurred to young Shimshon that 
nobody ever checks the roof of the apartment 

building, which also requires בדיקה.

Young Shimshon’s בדיקה lasted many hours. 
He cleaned every area of the apartment that 
could possibly contain chometz. When he was 
finally finished, he was exhausted, but he had the 
satisfaction of having performed the מצוה כהלכתה.

Boruch 
Hamokoim, 
Boruch Hu…
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