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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ִאם ַעל ּתֹוָדה ַיְקִריֶבּנּו... )ַוִיְקָרא ז: יב(
  If he shall offer it for a thanksgiving-offering… 
ִאם ַעל ְדַבר הֹוָדָאה ַעל ֵנס ֶשַּנֲעֶשה לֹו, ְכגֹון יֹוְרֵדי ַהָים ְוהֹוְלֵכי ִמְדָבִריֹות ַוֲחבּוֵשי ֵבית  

)ַרִש"י( … ָהֲאסּוִרים ְוחֹוֶלה ֶשִּנְתַרֵפא   
 If for a matter of thanksgiving on a personal miracle, such as 
those who travel the seas or travel the deserts and those who were 
confined in prison [and were released] and a sick person who was 
healed... 
 R' Yosef  .ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה of the ֲהָלכֹות introduces the ָפָרַשת ַצו 
Chaim Sonnenfeld ַזַצ"ל makes an interesting observation. ָפָרַשת ַוִיְקָרא 
enumerates all the sacrifices that a ָיִחיד, individual, might bring, with 
one exception. For some reason, the law of ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה is not 
mentioned at all in ָפָרַשת ַוִיְקָרא; it is first discussed in ַרִש"י .ָפָרַשת ַצו 
explains that a ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה is brought by "someone who experienced a 
personal miracle," and gives examples — one who traveled on the high 
seas or through the desert and safely reached his destination; one who 
was put in jail and then released, or one who was sick and recovered. 
R' Sonnenfeld also asks about ַרִש"י's use of the word ֵנס, miracle, to 
describe the events that require a ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה. True, each of these 
situations  involve  an  element  of  danger,  but  can  they  truly  be 
categorized as miracles?  
 R' Sonnenfeld explains that while such a situation may not be 
in the same category as the splitting of the ַים סּוף or other ִנִסים ְגלּוִיים, 
open miracles, it certainly reflects ַהְשָגָחה ְפָרִטית, Divine Providence, the 
Hand of ד׳ guiding us, and at least could be considered a ֵנס ִנְסָּתר, 
hidden miracle. One is obligated to offer thanksgiving to ד׳ even upon 

experiencing a ַהְשָגָחה ְפָרִטית miracle. 
 The (ְבָרכֹות ז:) ְגָמָרא teaches that when ֵלָאה had her fourth 
child and called him ְיהּוָדה, saying, ַהַפַעם אֹוֶדה ֶאת ד׳ — This time I will 
thank the (ְבֵראִשית כט:לה) ד׳, it was the first time in the history of the 
world that someone expressed gratitude to ד׳.  
 The ְגָמָרא’s statement seems puzzling – don’t we find other 
places where people expressed gratitude prior to ֵלָאה? Didn’t  ַֺנח offer 
a ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה when he left the ֵּתיָבה? One answer given is that until ֵלָאה, 
people who thanked ד׳ were expressing thanks for OPEN miracles. ֵלָאה 
was the first to express thanks even for a HIDDEN miracle. 
 R' Sonnenfeld says that this explains why the ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה is 
mentioned in ָפָרַשת ַצו and not in ָפָרַשת ַוִיְקָרא. If there is any group of 
people  who  need  a  special  commandment  to  celebrate  "natural 
miracles," it is the ֺכֲהִנים. The (ָאבֹות ה:ה) ִמְשָנה enumerates the many 
[daily] miracles that happened in the ֵבית ַהִמְקָדש: Flies never came to 
the slaughtered animals, the wind never deflected the pillar of smoke 
rising from the Altar, etc. The ֺכֲהִנים lived with miracles. When one lives 
with ִנִסים on a daily basis, then the occurrence of a נס is just ‘another 
day at the office.’ People get used to the ִנִסים. That is life. We can 
become so accustomed to ִנִסים that we no longer appreciate them. 
Therefore, the ָקְרָבן ּתֹוָדה is cited in ָפָרַשת ַצו, which is a ָפָרָשה directed 
specifically to the ֺכֲהִנים. We must learn from ֵלָאה and the ֺכֲהִנים to say 
thank you for the daily miracles. 
 is ְּנָשָמה As long as my — ָכל ְזַמן ֶשַהְּנָשָמה ְבִקְרִבי מֹוֶדה ֲאִני ְלָפֶניָך 
in my body, I offer thanks to You! 

Adapted from: Rabbi Yissocher Frand Tape #631 (with kind permission) 

R' Yitzchok Elchonon Spector ַזַצ"ל, born in Resh, Grodno 
(Belarus), was the third son of ָרֵאל ִאיֶסר  ,of Rolish ָרב) ר׳ ִישְׂ
Lithuania) and ָרֵחל. He was orphaned of his mother at age 

10. His father was his ֶרִבי. After his marriage to ָשָרה רֵײזל, he moved to 
Volkovisk, where his father-in-law supported him. R' Binyamin Diskin (father 
of ַע לֵײב הֹושֻׁ  was so impressed with R' Spector that he had ,ָרב the town ,(ר׳ יְׂ
a  daily  study  session  with  him.  He  served  as  ָרב  of  Zebelen  (1837), 
then as ָרב of Baraze (1839), and then as ָרב of Novardok (1851), and finally 
as ָרב of Kovno from 1864 for 32 years, until his ִטיָרה  Beloved and revered .פְׂ
ָחק in his generation, he authored ָגדֹול ֵאר ִיצְׂ ָחק ,בְׂ ָחק ,ֵעין ִיצְׂ ִרי ,ַנַחל ִיצְׂ  and ֵעץ פְׂ
ָחק  .מעין ִיצְׂ

 כ"א אדר
5587 - 5656 
1817 - 1896 

Every day ר׳ ִיְצָחק ֶאְלָחָנן Spector ַזַצ״ל’s 
secretary, R’ Yaakov Lifshitz ַזַצ״ל, would 
bring  him  the  mail,  which contained 
halachic inquiries. One time  ר׳ ִיְצָחק
 had to travel out of Kovno. After ֶאְלָחָנן
he had left him, R’ Lifshitz was surprised 
to hear ר׳ ִיְצָחק ֶאְלָחָנן calling after him. 
The ָרב ran to catch up to him. “I must tell 
you,” he said, “that recently I have been 
putting out a bowl of milk for a cat wandering 
near my house. Please check. If it is still coming, please 
put out a bowl of milk.”  

in honor of the volunteers for Chasdei Lev



ַסח ת ּפֶ ת ִהְלכו… ִהְלכו…

The Spark That Cannot Be Extinguished

1. Which 3 categories of כֲֹּהִנים are disqualified from eating ָקָדִשים? 
2. When was the only time that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין, the right leg, of a 

חַ  was burned on the ָקְרָבן ְשָלִמים  ?ִמְזבֵּ

1. A ֵּן  or (lacks atonement) ְמֻחָסר ִכּפּוִרים ,(immersed that day) ְטבּול יֹום who is a כֹּה
an אֹונֵּן (mourner on the day of the death of a relative, prior to burial) is 
excluded from eating (7:7 — ד״ה ּתֹוָרה ַאַחת ָלֶהם) ָקָדִשים. 

2. The only time we find that the שֹוק ַהָיִמין was burned on the  ֵַּח  was with the ִמְזב
ֵּיל ַהִמֻלִאים  .(8:28 — ד״ה ַעל ָהֹעָלה) א
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Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ֺּאַכל ָהֵאש ֶאת ָהעָֺּלה ַעל ַהִמְזֵבַח )ַוִיְקָרא ו:ג(…  ְוֵהִרים ֶאת ַהֶדֶשן ֲאֶשר ת  
… He shall separate the ash of what the fire consumed of the עָֺּלה on 
the  ִַמְזֵבח. 
 The first daily ֲעבֹוָדה was ְתרּוַמת ַהֶדֶשן, separating the ash. 
The כֵֺּהן scooped up a shovelful of the innermost ashes on the  ִַמְזֵבח.  
 R' Meir Shapiro ַזַצ״ל of Lublin sees this as an important 
symbolism: When coals are covered by ash, they cool down and 
eventually extinguish. By removing the ash, the coals can remain hot 
and possibly re-ignite. 
 which can ,(ְתִהִלים לז:י) ְועֹוד ְמַעט ְוֵאין ָרָשע :declares ָדִוד ַהֶמֶלְך 
be interpreted to mean, there is ְמַעט, a tiny spark in the ְנָשָמה, Jewish 
soul, ְוֵאין ָרָשע, where no evil can penetrate. No matter how far a Jew 
strays, the possibility always exists for him to return to the path of 
 there is a holy spark that can never be ְנָשָמה In every .תֹוָרה
extinguished. 
 As descendants of ֲהִנים ,ַאֲהרֺּן  continue his legacy of loving כֺּ
every Jew and bringing him closer to תֹוָרה. The כֵֺּהן’s removing some 
of the innermost ash from the coals on the  ִַמְזֵבח was symbolic of how 
it is possible for a Jew to draw others closer to ד׳ by helping remove 
the ash of sin that covers their ְנָשָמה to reveal the indestructible spark 
that is hidden within. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Chaim sat on his bed exhausted. The wedding in ְבֵני ְבַרק 
had been long and lively. Now, it was 2:30 a.m. and he had to be up 
at 6:30. Tomorrow would not be an easy day. 
 He was about to recite ַהַמִפיל when suddenly, he realized 
that he had not davened ַמֲעִריב. He had planned to daven at the 
wedding, but from the time he arrived, no ִמְנָיִנים had formed. 
 He  changed  back  into  his  clothing,  donned  his  hat  and 
jacket, and headed towards ְירּוָשַלִים’s Zichron Moshe shtieblach, 
where one can sometimes find a ִמְנָין even at that late hour. But this 
was not one of those nights. There was not a soul in sight when 
Chaim arrived. Ready to give up, he suddenly had an idea. He 
whipped out his cell phone and called a 24-hour taxi service. 

 “I am at the ִזְכרֹון מֶֺּשה ֵבית ְכֶנֶסת, and I need 9 taxis — how 
many can you send me?” he asked the dispatcher. 
 At  first,  the  dispatcher  thought  it  was  a  lunatic  calling. 
However, after he was finally convinced that Chaim was serious, he 
said that he would send out four taxis posthaste. 
 Chaim dialed a few other numbers; within a few minutes, 9 
taxis  lined  up  in  front  of  the  shtieblach.  The  drivers,  all  of  them 
secular Jews, stepped out of their cabs trying to figure out what this 
was all about. They did not have to wait long. 
 “Please start your meters right now,” Chaim requested. 
“Then come inside the ֵבית ְכֶנֶסת so that we can pray ֲעְרִבית together 
as a ִמְנָין.” 
 No one laughed, mocked or complained. Those who had a 
 in their glove compartment put it on, and Chaim took care of the ִכָפה
rest. Quietly and respectfully, the group entered the shul. 
 As Israelis, the drivers had no trouble reading from the 
 with a ְתִפָלה but most of them were unfamiliar with the order of ;ִסדּור
 or how ,ַחָזן when to stand or sit, when to pause and wait for the ,ִמְנָין
to respond to ַקִדיש. Chaim served as ַחָזן and guided them through 
the entire ְתִפָלה. When the davening was over, some of the men had 
tears in their eyes. 
 They left the shul slowly. It seemed that all of them were 
trying to hold on to this moment. Chaim went out first to check the 
running taxi meters. They registered about 80 ֶשֶקל each ($20). Chaim 
opened his wallet and tried to pay the first of the drivers. 
 “Adoni — lo! No! I will not take anything for this! I should be 
paying you. It was a ְזכּות for me to join you tonight. Thank you so 
much.” And he headed towards his car. 
 The other eight drivers all reacted in a similar fashion. Not 
one of them accepted any money. 
 Yes, there is a holy spark in every Jewish soul that can never 
be extinguished. 
 
 Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ט׳ סעיף ה׳
*Six-year-old Ari and seven-year-old Eli settled into their seats in the 
Green family van. They were on their way from Brooklyn to Lakewood 
for a חֹול ַהמֹוֵעד trip to visit their married siblings. As they munched 
macaroons, nibbled nuts and sipped seltzer through striped straws, Ari 
and Eli reminisced about their last vacation.  Eli said to Ari, "Do you 
remember what Uncle Uzi said about those stale sandwiches that Tante 
Temmy made for the picnic?" 
Should Mr. G. bother to stop his young children from speaking ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: As the Vilna Gaon tells us, ִּּבּור ִּדֹות proper speech, and ,ד  ,noble character traits ,מ
both require a lot of practice to make them our natural tendency. By training Eli and Ari 
not to speak ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע while they are young, it will become natural for them to avoid 
speaking ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע when they grow older. 

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
In his will, ר׳ ִיְצָחק ֶאְלָחָנן Spector ַזַצ״ל wrote to his ְקִהָלה, “I 
beseech you to maintain ָשלֹום, peace…you are aware of the 
extent to which I strove … I often brought on myself troubles 
and suspicions … I disregarded personal criticism … to keep the 
words of ֲחַז״ל, to seek peace in all situations! … ִאיְך ִבין מֹוֵחל ְבֵלב

…ָשֵלם דֶער װָאס הָאט ִמיר ְמַצֵער גֶעװֶען ְבִדבּור ּוְבַמֲעֶשה   — I 
completely forgive those who hurt me with action or words …   
I even bless them sincerely along with the entire ְקִהָלה ְקדֹוָשה!” 

Source: Great Jewish Letters (with kind permission from ArtScroll)  

UnderstandingDavening

This Week in History

In preparation for ה רָּ ת פָּ שַׁ רָּ  An edited :פָּ
selection of יֹוְצרֹות 

The utterance regarding the Red Cow ּה …ִאְמרָּ
The teachings that clarify the laws of the  ה רָּ פָּ
ה  are well explained, and its (red heifer) ֲאדּומָּ
כֹות  are similar, yet different, from the ֲהלָּ
laws of ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times ֲהלָּ
sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and 7 dippings 
of the כֵֹּהן’s finger in its blood, 7 washings of 
the כֵֹּהן’s clothing, 7 cows brought 
throughout Jewish history and 7 pure כֲֹּהִנים 
participated and became impure in the ser-
vice. The unblemished elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין 
checked the cow thoroughly to be sure it 
had no blemish. It must be as perfect in its 
redness as it is free of blemish. The דֹול  כֵֹּהן גָּ
used his personal wealth to construct a ramp 
on which to lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  that is able פָּ
to atone for the sins of a fine nation. 

 Yahrtzeit of R' Yechezkel — 1974 / 5734 ֲאָדר 18
Levenstein ַזַצ״ל (“Reb Chatzkel”), was born in 
5644 1884, in Warsaw, Poland, to a  ֲֶחִסיִדיׁשע 
family (Osminer ֲחִסיִדים). He lost his mother at 
age 5. At age 13, he went to Lomza ְיִׁשיָבה and 
then to Radin. There, he became very close to ֶר׳
 whom he revered as his ,ַזַצ״ל Levovitz ְירּוָחם
mentor. Upon ְֶירּוָחם  s advice, he went to’ר׳
Kelm. In 1919, while Reb Yeruchom was serving 
as ֶַַמְׁשִגיח, the Mirrer Yeshiva was exiled from its 
hometown of Mir, Poland, into Russia and then 
to Vilna. When ְיִׁשיַבתִֶמיר relocated from Poland, 
he served as its ֶַַמְׁשִגיח during ר׳ְֶירּוָחם’s absence. 
Reb Chatzkel, who was then learning in Mir, was 
asked by the ְֶיִׁשיָבה  Rav Eliezer Yehuda ,רֺאׁש
Finkel ַזַצ״ל, to supervise the ְיִׁשיָבה's spiritual 
welfare until ר׳ְֶירּוָחם returned. Reb Chatzkel was 
approached by Rav Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל, who 
headed ְיִׁשיַבת ֵעץ ַחִיים in Kletsk, to come serve as 
 .in his yeshiva, and Reb Chatzkel accepted ַמְׁשִגיחֶַ
In 1935, he moved to ִֶיְשָרֵאל ץ ר   of ַמְׁשִגיחֶַ as א 
Lomza ְיִׁשיָבה, but returned to ִמיר after ר׳ְֶירּוָחם’s 
 during WWII in ְיִׁשיָבה He led the .ְפִטיָרה
Shanghai, later in the U.S. and finally in ֶ ץ ר  א 
 he became ,ְפִטיָרה Upon R' Dessler’s .ִיְשָרֵאל
 ,in Ponevezh. Seven volumes of his works ַמְׁשִגיחֶַ
ְזֵקאל ְֶיח   have been published, including a ,אֹור
volume of letters. 

Dear Talmid, 
  R' Yitzchok Elchonon 
Spector ַזַצ״ל wrote an interesting 
letter to his brother in ַלִים  He .ְירּושָׁ
apologized for not realizing the 
great need for his brother’s  ִהּדּור
ה ה beautifying a ,ִמְצוָׁ  He .ִמְצוָׁ
therefore enclosed 300 marks, 
and said that the money should 
be spent solely on ה  .ִהּדּור ִמְצוָׁ
What was the story behind this 
unusual letter?  
 At the turn of the 20th 
century, the ִיּׁשּוב in ַלִים  lived ְירּושָׁ
in great poverty. Many of these 
great ִמים  barely ַתְלִמיֵדי ַחכָׁ
survived on the ה  ,portion ,ֲחֻלקָׁ
they received from various ה קָׁ  ְצדָׁ
funds. R' Yitzchok Elchonon’s 
brother was one of these great 
men who lived this way and relied 
on monies sent from Europe. 
 R' Yitzchok Elchonon 
would faithfully send his brother 
money every month to help ease 
his difficult financial situation. 
Every month for many years, his 
brother set aside a kopek from R' 
Spector’s money to be used only 
for ה  .ִהּדּור ִמְצוָׁ
 After  many  years  of 
saving money this way he was 
able to accumulate a small silver 
ה  .and a silver becher ְמנֹורָׁ

 One of his ‘friends’ was 
jealous of the style of his  ִהּדּור
ה  'He wrote a letter to R .ִמְצוָׁ
Yitzchok Elchonon telling him how 
the funds that he sent to his 
brother every month were being 
allocated for ‘luxus’ — luxury 
items.  
 When R' Spector read the 
letter, he understood his dear 
brother’s   predicament,   and 
immediately sent his brother extra 
money to be used exclusively for 
ה  .ִהּדּור ִמְצוָׁ
 My ַתְלִמיד, hearing about 
his brother’s strong love for a  ִהּדּור
ה  created a different message ִמְצוָׁ
than what was intended. R' 
Yitzchok Elchonon immediately 
understood that ה קָׁ  means ְצדָׁ
giving the recipient what he truly 
needs. He saw that his brother’s 
needed to fulfill ה  as  ִהּדּור ִמְצוָׁ
much as the ה  itself. Do you ִמְצוָׁ
know why? Both brothers had the 
same intense love to serve ד׳ and 
beautify   His   Name   through 
performing ִמְצֹות in the most 
glorious way! 
 

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָׁ
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

 
Adapted from a story heard from R' Avie Gold שליט״א 
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Hacham Rephael Encaoua went to a Beit Hakeneset in Sale, 
Morocco, for the first time. He was received with great honor, 

and when the Torah reading began the hazzan called out...

The hazan was growing concerned...

The tzibbur watched as the 
messenger went back and explained 

the predicament to the Hazzan.

The many people present 
turned towards R’ Rephael...

ד’ אב  1935 - 1847  5695 - 5608

Hacham Rephael Encaoua זצ”ל was born in Sale, Morocco, to Hacham Mordechai. His 
illustrious family traced its roots 900 years back to the Hachamim of Spain. He was 
humble, a genius in תורה, and was referred to as Hamalach, the angel. He married the 
daughter of R’ Azzaraf, the אב בית דין of Sale. At the age of 22, R Rephael was appointed 
 ,of Rabat אב בית דין וגאב”ד in Sale and also founded a yeshiva. In 1918 he became דיין
Morocco. In 1930 he was decorated by the French Government with the Legion of 
Honor and was known as the wise Jew of Morocco. He answered questions from 
around the world, including Europe. He fought vigilantly to uphold the standards of 

Torah and modesty, and used his wealth to assist the sick and poor.

our teacher 
and hacham, please 
arise, as you have 
been called to the 

torah...

Bimechilat 
kvodo, I heard the 

hazzan - but he never 
called me up!

Please inform the 
esteemed Hacham, 
Hacham Refael...

May Hacham Rephael 
ben Hacham Mordechai 
arise to the kavod of 

the torah...

but... 
Hacham...

Bimechilat kvodo, 
I do not have those 
titles and was not 

called. Please call me 
up without any titles...

May our teacher 
and Hacham arise, the jewel of 

our crown, the gaon and flawless 
Dayan, a humble and righteous man, 

Hacham Rephael ben Hacham 
Mordechai...

did he 
hear...?
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