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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ַזַצ״ל, was born in Mir, Poland, 
to ר׳ ָּברּוְך ֶּפֶרץ. At the age of 10, he learned with ר׳ יֹום טֹוב 
Lipman, ָרב of Mir. From the age of ַּבר ִמְצָוה, he learned 

in Volozhin ְיִׁשיָבה for 7 years and was a ֻמְבָהק  and ְנִציב of the ַּתְלִמיד 
ַחִּיים ִהיְנָדא He married .ר׳   daughter of R' Shraga Feivel Frank in ,ֵּביָלא 
1891. In 1894, he became a ַמִּגיד ִׁשעּור at Slabodka ְיִׁשיָבה. He became 
 ,In 1922 .ָרב in Slutsk in 1897 and in 1903 became the Slutzker ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה
he fled with his ְיִׁשיָבה to Kletsk, Poland. In 1924, he emigrated to ֶאֶרץ 

ְיִׁשיָבה and became ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַחִּיים of ר۬אׁש  ֵעץ   Besides his .ְירּוָׁשַלִים in ְיִׁשיַבת 
יֹוֵׁשב and was the ַּבַעל ֶחֶסד ִנְפָלא he was known as a ּתֹוָרה ְוֲעבֹוָדה in ְּגאֹונּות

  .ֶאֶבן ָהֶאֶזל ַעל ָהַרְמַּב״ם He authored .מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה of the ר۬אׁש

י' כסלו
1869 - 1953
5630 - 5714

A neighbor noticed the elderly R' 
Isser Zalman Meltzer ַזַצ״ל climb up 
the outside stairs to his home. He 
stopped, backed away and walked 
back down the stairs. The scene 
repeated itself several times. The 
neighbor approached him, offering to 
help. Smiling, R' Isser Zalman said, "Our 
cleaning lady is an ַאְלָמָנה, widow; she sings to 
herself as she works. Perhaps her singing helps her forget 
her ָצרֹות … I will only enter after she has finished singing!"  

Gedolim Glimpses

מֹו ְיהּוָדה … ן ָקְרָאה ׁשְ ַעם אֹוֶדה ֶאת ד׳ ַעל ּכֵ ן ַוּת۬אֶמר ַהּפַ ֶלד ּבֵ  … ַוּתֵ
… and she bore a son and declared, “This time I will gratefully praise 

H-shem”; therefore she called his name ְיהּוָדה… (B’reishis 29:35)

When ֵלָאה gave birth to her fourth son, she named him ְיהּוָדה in 
gratitude to ד׳ for giving her more than her portion of children. As ַרִׁש״י 
explains, ֵלָאה knew that ַיֲעק۬ב would be זֹוֶכה to father twelve sons and she 
made a logical assumption that each wife would bear three of them. 
But now that she had given birth to her fourth son, she was ecstatic. 

The ְּגָמָרא יֹוָחָנן quotes a very remarkable statement of (ְּבָרכֹות ז:)  ַרב 
in the name of ִמיֹום ֶׁשָּבָרא הקב״ה ֶאת עֹוָלמֹו ֹלא ָהָיה ָאָדם -:ַרִּבי ִׁשְמעֹון ַּבר יֹוָחִאי”
 From the time — ֶׁשהֹוֶדה ְלהקב״ה ַעד ֶׁשָּבֲאָתה ֵלָאה ְוהֹוָדתֹו ֶׁשֶנֱאַמר ַהַּפַעם אֹוֶדה ֶאת ד׳
of Creation there was no person who praised ד׳, until ֵלָאה came along 
and praised Him [upon the birth of ְיהּוָדה] as the ָּפסּוק states, This time 
I will gratefully praise H-shem” This statement is rather puzzling. Was 
 clearly tells us that ִמְדָרׁש The ?ד׳ really the first person to praise ֵלָאה
 sinned, the ָאָדם s praise. When’ד׳ was the first one to sing ָאָדם ָהִראׁשֹון
ִמְזמֹור ִׁשיר ,protected him from punishment and he sang with joy ַׁשָּבת

דֹות ַלד׳  day, it is good to ַׁשָּבת A song to sing for the - … ְליֹום ַהַּׁשָּבת טֹוב ְלה۬
thank ַׁשָּבת … ד׳ came to his defense and ָאָדם ָהִראׁשֹון praised ד׳ at the 
very beginning of Creation. There must be something very special 
in ֵלָאה’s praise that made it unique in comparison to the praise of ָאָדם 

?What was the difference .ָהִראׁשֹון

It is natural that when a person has any special and joyous experience, 
his heart overflows with gratitude. Yet, it is also human nature that with 
the passage of time, a person gets used to his success or achievement 
and the intensity of the joy slowly evaporates. Imagine a person winning 
a very large sum of money in a lottery. He is suddenly transformed from 
being a poor or middle class person into a millionaire. His joy would be 
tremendous. After a while, however, he will slowly get used to being 
rich and will forget the days when he had no money.

As the happy mother of a fourth son, ֵלָאה wanted to permanently 
ingrain her initial feelings of happiness so that it would never be lost, 
even with the passage of time. In order to accomplish this, she found 
a unique way to hold on to the praise; she built her gratitude into the 
name of her child, ֵלָאה .ְיהּוָדה knew that whenever she would call his 
precious name, it would remind her, once again, of the reason she had 
given him that meaningful name. Hearing the name, would reawaken in 
her the intense joy that she had felt at the time of his birth.

This unique gratitude of ֵלָאה is what the ְּגָמָרא praises her for and what 
made her praise so unique and the first of its kind. It was a ‘thank you’ to 
 that was constant and remained forever, in every child that is named ד׳
.ְיהּוִדים and a nation that would be forever known as ְיהּוָדה
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
*Eli’s father moved to the ‘big city’ so that his children would receive a 
better ִחּנּוְך. Eli went to a new ְיִׁשיָבה. It didn’t take long to realize that Ari was 
clearly the class leader. Ari had a sharp tongue and was quick to lash out at 
anyone who disagreed with him. Ari was sitting at Eli’s table during lunch. 
Ari began talking ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע about the boys on the next table. Eli realized that 
if he said something to Ari he would become an outcast on his first day! 

Should Eli be concerned about Ari’s sharp tongue? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real life situations.

1. Why was ָלָבן so determined that ַיֲעקב must stay and remain 
together with his large family in ָלָבן’s home?

2. Why did ד׳ prevent ָלָבן from speaking even good to ַיֲעקב? 
What was wrong with ָלָבן being nice?

Answers: 
 in the home ּבָרָכה was the cause for ַיֲעקב realized [though sorcery] that ָלָבן .1

and was the sole reason why he was now blessed with boys. ד״ה ִנַחׁשּתי 
(30,27) 

2. All the ‘good’ of wicked people is actually bad for ַצִדיִקים. Their soul is 
repulsed from deriving benefit from a ָרׁשע. [ַרׁש״י ְיָבמֹות ק״ג.]  ד״ה ִמּטֹוב ַעד ָרע 
(31,24)

Let Your Eyes See YourselfLiving   Torahwith 
the

Perspective Insight Adapted from: The Maggid 
Speaks (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 •  It is best to place the ְמנֹוָרה between 3 and 10 ְטָפִחים  from the ground. (i.e. 11.4" to 31.5" based on the strictest ִׁשעּור).

 •  Women played an important role in the victory against the ְיָוִנים, Greeks; therefore, they adopted the ִמְנָהג

not to work as long as the ֲחֻנָּכה lights burn, i.e. for the first ½ hour period that they must burn.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
ה ֲחֻנּכָ

 Answer: If Eli feels that Ari won’t listen if rebuked, he should move away. If Eli cannot move, he 
should sit blankly, ignoring Ari’s comments, thereby jeopardizing his friendship with Ari. Eli should 
bear in mind that for every single moment he is quiet, he will merit an אֹור ַהּגנּוז that even a ַמְלָאְך 
cannot imagine.

 .ַוִּייַקץ ַיֲעק۬ב ִמְּׁשָנתֹו… ֵיׁש ד׳ ַּבָּמקֹום ַהֶּזה ְוָאנִ۬כי ֹלא ָיָדְעִּתי …  

And Yaakov woke up from his sleep …[and said, "Surely]… 'ד is 
present in this place and I did not know!"   (B’reishis 28:17) 

It is said that the Kotzker Rebbe, in his typical way, would 
explain with a play on words ָיָדְעִּתי ֹלא   ַיֲעק۬ב is the reason ְוָאנִ۬כי 
reached the level of recognizing ד׳'s holy place. 

When ַיֲעק۬ב saw himself as ֹלא  I am not, meaning, I am ,ָאנִ۬כי 
insignificant, then ַיֲעק۬ב could be ָיָדְעִּתי, and know ד׳'s holy place. 
However, if ַיֲעק۬ב saw himself as ָאנִ۬כי, I, as a person who prides 
himself as someone of importance, then ָיָדְעִּתי  would ַיֲעק۬ב ,ֹלא 
not have known ד׳'s holy place.

*
On חֹול ַהמֹוֵעד, one is not permitted to write (nor do other work) 

unless it is done to avoid loss or damage, or is required for the 
ָלה Thus it came as a surprise, when after .יֹום טֹוב  on the first ַהְבדָּ
day of יֹום טֹוב, R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ַזַצ״ל, the great ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה of 
 of Slutzk, asked his nephew ָרב and former ְירּוָׁשַלִים in ְיִׁשיָבה ֵעץ ַחִּיים
for a pen, ink and a piece of paper, to write something important. 

“Rebbe, what is the emergency?” asked R' Dovid Finkel, 
who studied with his uncle, and was always at his side. R' Isser 
Zalman was in a jovial mode on יֹום טֹוב and nothing unusual had 
happened in the first moments of חֹול ַהמֹוֵעד.

“I have something very important to write, so please get it for 
me quickly.” replied R' Isser Zalman.

His curious nephew really persisted. He knew that R' Isser 
Zalman did nothing without prior thought and consideration, 
hence R' Dovid wanted to know exactly what was going on and 
continued to ask his uncle for more details.

“But Rebbe, we have just made ָלה  nobody has even ַהְבדָּ
stepped in the house since טֹוב  ended, What is such a יֹום 
pressing matter that can’t wait until after יֹום טֹוב?”

R' Isser Zalman knew he would not be able to appease his 
curious nephew without revealing his true intentions and so he 
sat and explained himself.

“You know about the ִמְנָהג that on ַהּמֹוֵעד  people come חֹול 
to visit their ַרָּבִנים and ְיִׁשיָבה  I know that I will have many .ָראֵׁשי 
visitors. It is often difficult, for I sometimes cannot help but 
notice people's faults. Some of the faults are when people 
dishonestly present themselves. Sometimes I notice the faults 
when I compare the distinguished visitor to the last person who 
had just come to visit. It hurts me to notice the faults of the 
gracious people who have come to visit me. Who am I to judge 
others? Additionally, knowing another’s faults can ְוָחִליָלה  ַחס 
easily lead one to haughtiness. Because of this, I have devised 
an effective antidote to this serious problem.

ַהֶמֶלְך“ ֶנְגֶּדָך :(ד:כ״ה) ִמְׁשֵלי said in ְׁשֹלמֹה  ַיְיִׁשרּו  ְוַעְפַעֶּפיָך  ַיִּביטּו  ְלנַ۬כח   ֵעיֶניָך 
— Let your eyes seek honesty, and your brows search straight-
forwardly before you. The word for honesty, can also be 
translated towards yourself, in which case the ָּפסּוק takes on a 
new meaning, Let your eyes seek yourself. In other words: look 
at yourself, see your own faults, instead of the faults of others.

“I always keep this ָּפסּוק in front of me on a small piece of 
paper as people are talking to me and it helps me avoid pride. 
Now, I cannot find that slip of paper. It is of utmost importance 
to have it before me throughout חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד. I must write this ָּפסּוק 
down immediately!



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening

Dear Talmid,
 One ֶּפַסח ַהּמֹוֵעד   חֹול 

many ּתֹוָרה  gathered ְּבֵני 
in the home of R' Isser Zalman 
Meltzer ַזַצ״ל. The crowd included 
many well known ַּתְלִמיֵדי ַחָכִמים and 
some ָּבחּוִרים from his ְיִׁשיָבה.

The discussion revolved around 
understanding a very complicated 
 spoke up ָּבחּור One .ַׁש״ס in סּוְגָיה
during the heated discussion and 
offered a proof from a ְּגָמָרא in חּוִלין. 
When R' Isser Zalman heard the 
thought, he turned to the ָּבחּור and 
exclaimed in amazement, "Your 
 did ,ַרּבֹוַתי … is truly brilliant ַרְאָיה
you hear the amazing ַרְאָיה of this 
 R' Isser Zalman continued "… ָּבחּור
praising the ָּבחּור to the crowd for 
a time and repeated the proof a 
few times.

After the crowd left, the 
 ר۬אׁש went over to his ָּבחּור

 and explained that he ְיִׁשיָבה
felt uncomfortable with the 
undeserved praise. This thought 
was found in the ַׁש״ְך and he was 
just about to say the source of 
his proof when the ֶרִּבי interjected 
with his kind words and lavish 

In (1951) תשי״ב, R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ַזַצ״ל, as מֹוֶעֶצת אׁש  ר
ַהּתֹוָרה  .was summoned to attend an emergency meeting ,ְּגדֹוֵלי 
Although he was ill, he agreed to go. His wife, however, did not 
permit it. "I cannot allow my husband to go. He has a fever and I 
am responsible to look after his health!" R' Isser Zalman replied 
calmly to his dedicated wife, "פּון װַאנֶען װֵײסט ִאיר ִאין װֶעִליכֶע ְזכּות ִאיְך 
 From where do you know in which merit I am alive?" His — ?לֶעּב
wife consented and brought him his coat.

Source: במחיצתם (R' Shlomo Lorincz)

6th יָארצייט – 1996 / 5757 ִּכְסֵלו of ר׳ ְיֶחְזֵקאל ְׁשרַאגָא לַאנדָא 

 of Veretzky in pre-War Europe.  He received ָרב ,ַזַצ״ל
ָדִׁשְנְסִקי ַזַצ״ל from ְסִמיָכה ְצִבי   and served (ַמֲהִרי״ץ) ר׳ יֹוֵסף 
as the ַאב ֵּבית ִּדין of Nitra, Slovakia. In 1946, he left to 
America with his wife and his only surviving son, 
ְצִבי ַאֲהרֹן   He was extremely close to the Satmar .ר׳ 
Rav, ר׳ יֹוֵאל ַזַצ״ל and was a מֹוֶרה הֹוָרָאה for his family. He 
founded ְקַהל ִהְתַאֲחדּות ְיֵרִאים װֶערֶעְצִקי in Flatbush, which 
today has over 2000 daily ִמְתַּפְלִלים.

9th יָארצייט – 1837 / 5598 ִּכְסֵלו of ַזַצ״ל ַׁשִּפיָרא  מֶֹׁשה   ,ר׳ 
Rav of Slavita. He established the Slavita Printing 
Press, which printed exclusively קֹוֶדׁש  ,In 1823 .ִסְפֵרי 
he handed over the work to his two sons, ְׁשמּוֵאל ר׳ 

.ר׳ ִּפְנָחס and ַאָּבא

10th יָארצייט – 1826 / 5587 ִּכְסֵלו of ר׳ מֶֹׁשה ָמְרְּדַכי ֶעּפׁשטיין 

 Born .ְיִׁשיבֹות of Slabodka and Chevron רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה ,ַזַצ״ל
in the town of Bakst in the Vilna district, he learned at 
Volozhin while still quite young. After his marriage in 
1889, he moved to Kovno. Both ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן ֶמְלֶצר and ר׳ 

 Frank, one of ר׳ ְׁשַרגָא married daughters of מֶֹׁשה ָמְרְּדַכי
the wealthiest men in Kovno, and in whose attic ר׳ 

ַסַלְנֶטר ִפנקל to מּוָסר began teaching ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ְצִבי  יֹוֵסף   ר׳ 
and ר׳ ִיְצָחק ּבלָאזר. He wrote the ְלבּוׁש ָמְרְּדַכי.

12th יָארצייט – 1573 / 5334 ִּכְסֵלו of ר׳ ְׁשֹלמֹה לּוִרָיא ַאְׁשְּכַנִזי 

,ַזַצ״ל  the ַמַהְרַׁש״ל. His ancestry was traced back to 
 .ְרָמ״א the ,ר׳ מֶֹׁשה ִאיֶסרִליס and he was a cousin of ,ַרִׁש״י
 He .ַים ֶׁשל ְׁשֹלמֹה the ,ֲהָלָכה on ֵסֶפר wrote his famous ר׳ לּוִרָיא
also wrote a ֵּפרּוׁש on the ָחְכַמת ְׁשֹלמֹה ,ְּגָמָרא (a shortened 
version appears at the back of most ְּגָמָרות). He was ָרב 
of the city of Brisk, and head of the famed Lublin ְיִׁשיָבה, 
which attracted ַּתְלִמיִדים from across Europe.

This Week in History

praise.
R' Isser Zalman smiled at his 

 ַׁש״ְך and said, "I knew that ַּתְלִמיד
too. You are a ָּבחּור of ִׁשּדּוְך age 
and deserve to find a good ִׁשּדּוְך. 
The עֹוָלם that gathered here had 
some ְּגדֹוֵלי ַּתְלִמיֵדי ַחָכִמים and it was 
appropriate that I publicly praised 
your thoughts. I wanted them to 
see how much I thought of you. 
Hopefully this publicity will help 
you find your true and appropriate 
 "!ִׁשּדּוְך

My ַּתְלִמיד, when R' Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach ַזַצ״ל heard the 
 ,he added ,ָּבחּור from the ַמֲעֶׂשה
"It is likely that if R' Isser Zalman 
and a ָּבחּור knew a ַׁש״ְך, the other 
ַחָכִמים  knew it too! R' Isser ַּתְלִמיֵדי 
Zalman let them believe that he 
was unaware of a ַׁש״ְך to help a 
 Do you realize how much !ִׁשּדּוְך
personal ָּכבֹוד he gave up? He was 
more concerned about helping a 
 This was "!ָּכבֹוד than his own ַּתְלִמיד
the level of ֶחֶסד of R' Isser Zalman! 
!ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך …

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

Story adapted from:  
(R' Shlomo Lorincz) מחיצתם

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

…ָמעֹוז צּור ְיׁשּוָעִתי 

O Mighty Rock of my salvation …

The term צּור  is borrowed from the ָמעֹוז 
words in ג) ְּתִהִלים ָמעֹוז ,(ל״א  ְלצּור  ִלי  ֱהֵיה 

 be for me a Mighty Rock … to save ...ְלהֹוִׁשיֵעִני
me. ד׳ is often referred to as צּור, a Rock. In 
 He is the Rock of our ,צּור ַחֵּיינּו we say ,מֹוִדים
lives. Why would we refer to ד׳ as a Rock? We 
are people and people change according to 
their circumstances. Every description of ד׳ 
defines our relationship to ד׳ at that moment. 
When we say ַרחּום, merciful, we feel and 
need His mercy. When we say ַחֵּיינּו  in צּור 
 ,is constant ד׳ ,we are saying: unlike us ,מֹוִדים
like a rock. So too, ד׳ constantly performs 
daily miracles for us. This is the meaning of 
צּור  will not ד׳ we are guaranteed that—ָמעֹוז 
forsake us. He never has and He never will.



Hey Shmuel, 
let’s go play 
outside in the 

snow!

...The Rosh 
Yeshiva didn’t 

even look in our 
direction!

Sure Yehuda, 
hold on while I put 

on my coat…

Wow! he’s going 
on to yeshiva as if 
nothing happened!

Yehuda was a young student 
who learned in the Chevron 
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. One 
night, a rare snow fell. The 
snow blanketed the entire city.

Chevron Yeshivah the next 
afternoon during the break:

The boys played for 
some time…

Until… To the boys horror, the 
snowball hit the Rosh Yeshiva 
of Chevron, R’ Simcha Zissel 
Broide zt”l, squarely in the 

face.

At that moment, both boys 
wished they could disappear 

under the snow. They envisioned 
the sharp look they would get 

from R’ Simcha Zissel.

R’ Simcha Mordechai Ziskind זצ״ל, also known as R’ Simcha Zissel Broide, the 
son of ר׳ חזקיהּו ַאברהם and טֹובא רײֵזל, was born in ירּושׁלים. In his early years, he 
learned in תלמּוד ּתֹורה עץ חיים under ר׳ מרדכי דוד לוין זצ״ל. At the age of בר מצוה, he 
went to learn in ישׁיבת חברֹון, where he spent the next 75 years of his life. In 1941, he 
married Golda Miriam ע״ה, the daughter of R’ Moshe Finkel זצ״ל, the ראׁש ישׁיבה of 
Slabodka and חברֹון. He began delivering שׁעּורים in 1945 and was appointed ׁש מתיבתא
 חכמה ,He was recognized for his sensitivity .ראׁש ישׁיבה in 1951. In 1961, he became רא
and practical דעת ּתֹורה. His ספרים include חלק ביאּורים ,ֶשׂ״ם דר ,חבר מאמרי הּתֹורה and 
.among others ,חלק מאמרים
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Rebbe, it would 
seem that the 

Rosh yeshiva walked 
away without even 
looking at those 

bochurim...!

What purpose did I have to 
turn around and see who threw 

the snowball? I have no doubt that 
the snowball hit me unintentionally. 
Therefore, why should I have turned 

around? It would have caused 
unnecessary embarrassment to the 

bochurim!
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