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בס״ד

The ֶאְלָעָזר ֶאְלָעָזר ,ִמְנַחת  ַחִּיים   Spira ר׳ 
(Munkatcher ֶרִּבי) ַזַצ״ל, longed to meet ר׳ 

ֶאִליֶעֶזר ַקִּדיָׁשא the ,ַזַצ״ל Alfandri ְׁשֹלמֹה   ,ַסָּבא 
at least once in his lifetime. After many 
letters, he finally received ְרׁשּות to visit. 
When he met the ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא for the first 
time, the ִמְנַחת ֶאְלָעָזר excitedly recited the 
 ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא The next day, the .ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו of ְּבָרָכה
and the ֶאְלָעָזר  spoke privately. During ִמְנַחת 
this final meeting, the ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא made a ְלַחִּיים and a ּבֹוֵרא 

.ִנְפָטר He then closed his eyes and was .ְנָפׁשֹות
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 לע״נ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Adapted from: Shabbos With R’ Pam  (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

  ְוִאָּׁשה ְּגרּוָׁשה ֵמִאיָׁשּה ֹלא ִיָּקחּו…

And they [a ּכֵֹהן] shall not marry a woman divorced from her  
husband … (ַוִּיְקָרא כא:ז).

Among the unique ִמְצֹות that apply to ּכַֹהִנים is the ִאּסּור to marry a 
divorced woman. In his ְּתׁשּובֹות (II: 174 ֶאֶבן ָהֶעֶזר), the ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר relates an 
unusual but fascinating incident based on this ִאּסּור.

There was a wealthy Italian woman who had involved a ֵּבית ִּדין to help 
her get a ֶגט from her difficult husband. After some time she came 
back to the ֵּבית ִּדין and informed them that she desired to marry a ּכֵֹהן. 
When all the ַרָּבִנים of the time refused to allow the couple to marry, 
the irreligious ּכֵֹהן decided to take his case to the secular courts, and 
force the respected ַרָּבִנים to officiate at the marriage. He wanted an 
Orthodox wedding but did not agree to the ְּפַסק of the ַרָּבִנים.

The ּכֵֹהן agreed that there is an ִאּסּור to marry a divorcee, as stated in 
the ּתֹוָרה. However, in his situation it should be permissible, he claimed. 
He was an ַעם ָהָאֶרץ and he based his argument on the literal translation 
of the words ְוִאָּׁשה ְּגרּוָׁשה ֵמִאיָׁשּה ֹלא ִיָּקחּו, And they [a ּכֵֹהן] shall not marry 
a woman divorced from her husband, which, to his mind, applies only 
to a woman who was sent away by her husband. In this woman’s case, 
the former husband was at fault and ֵּבית ִּדין forced him to divorce her. 
Why should she be forbidden? Being a ַמְׂשִּכיל, freethinker, who did not 
accept the ֲחָכִמים and their interpretations of ּתֹוָרה ֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה, he was able 
to convince the secular authorities that his reasoning was correct.

The legal matter was then presented to the Emperor for his approval. 
He declared that it was a religious matter and he needed an impartial 
opinion. He chose a Jewish scholar who was knowledgeable in 
 and in secular matters but who was not a rabbi. To his credit, the ּתֹוָרה
scholar was surprisingly unbiased and issued the following verdict:

According to the literal words of the ּתֹוָרה, the only way (besides for 
death) for a marriage to end is if the husband does not desire to stay 
married to his wife. This is based on the ְוָהָיה ִאם ֹלא ִתְמָצא :(ְּדָבִרים כד:א) ָּפסּוק 
 and it will be that if she will not find favor in his eyes ,ֵחן ְּבֵעָניו…ְוָנַתן ְּבָיָדּה…
… and he shall give her [a ֶגט] … The ּתֹוָרה does not say that the husband 
can be forced to divorce her. It is the ֲחָכִמים who allowed her to demand 
a divorce under certain circumstances.

Therefore, if the ּכֵֹהן does not accept the words of the ֲחָכִמים and only 
interprets the ּתֹוָרה’s literal meaning, she is then still married to her first 
husband! If the ּכֵֹהן does accept the ruling of the ֲחָכִמים to permit such 
a divorce, then he is not permitted to marry based on their ruling to 
apply the ִאּסּור of ְּגרּוָׁשה in all cases. 

The Emperor accepted the logic of the scholar and ruled that the 
couple could not get married.

The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר ends his ְּתׁשּוָבה by saying that although this scholar was 
a ַמְׂשִּכיל who had questioned the authority of the ֲחָכִמים, for this honest 
response, may his name be blessed.
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ֶאִליֶעֶזר ְׁשֹלמֹה  ַקִּדיָׁשא the ,ַזַצ״ל Alfandri ר׳   was born in ,ַסָּבא 
Constantinople, Turkey. His parents, ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב and ַחָּנה, both 
came from families of ַרָּבִנים. He was recognized for his 

 learning at a young age. At the age of twenty-five, he accepted an ּתֹוָרה
offer to join the local ַוַעד ַהרּוָחִני and was appointed רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה. His ַּתְלִמיִדים 
included the ְׂשֵדי ֶחֶמד (ר׳ ַחִּיים ִחְזִקָיה Medini ַזַצ״ל) and the ר׳ ִיְצָחק) ִקְרַית ַאְרַּבע 
Alarish ַזַצ״ל). At the age of thirty, he was elected to the ֵּבית ִּדין. In 1897, at 
the age of seventy-one, he moved to Damascus, Syria, after receiving 
a letter from the Ottoman Government that he was appointed ָחָכם ַּבאִׁשי 
(Chief Rabbi). In 1903, he became ָחָכם ַּבאִׁשי of ְצַפת, a position he held until 
he moved to ְירּוָׁשַלִים, in 1918. Known as a ָּגאֹון and ַצִּדיק, he authored שו״ת 

.שו״ת ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא and ַמַהְרָׁש״א
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 Kiddush HashemLiving   Torahwith 
the

ְוֹלא ְתַחְּללּו ֶאת ֵׁשם ָקְדִׁשי ְוִנְקַּדְׁשִּתי ְּבתֹוְך ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל… )ַוִּיְקָרא כב:לג(

You shall not desecrate My holy Name, [rather,] I should be 
sanctified among ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל … 
A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness dies ַעל ִקּדּוׁש 

 s Name. Regarding the slaughter’ה׳ for the sanctification of ,ַהֵּׁשם
of the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans ִּיַמח ְׁשָמם 
and their collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel 
Levenstein, said:
“Every Jew killed by this evil regime merits eternal existence, 

since he was killed for being a Jew … Thus, through ַהְׁשָּגַחת ה׳, 
Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity 
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any 
Jew. How great, however, will be the reward for those who 
went to their death fulfilling the ִמְצָוה to love ה׳ with all your 
heart and with all your soul — even when He takes your soul.”

*
We have learned that before being slaughtered, ַהָּגדֹול  ַהָּגאֹון 

 ,of Mir רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה and the ַאב ֵּבית ִּדין the ,ָהַרב ַאְבָרָהם ְצִבי ַקַמאי, הי״ד
ensured that every single member of his community unite with 
him at that awesome moment and accept upon themselves 
the judgment of Heaven with love.
The year was 5703 (1947). It was ֲעֶצֶרת ְּבַרק and in ,ְׁשִמיִני   s’ְּבֵני 

Ponovezh ְיִׁשיָבה, the ַהָקפֹות had reached their peak. Led by the 
Ponovezher ָרב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ַּתְלִמיִדים of the 
 their lips ,ִסְפֵרי ּתֹוָרה their hands joined, danced with the ,ְיִׁשיָבה
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of ּתֹוָרה.
Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 

beautiful scene, was the elderly ַׁשָּמׁש. In his mind, he was 
thinking, “If only my sons were alive … surely they would be 
here taking part in the dancing … and then I would have joined 

them. But instead, they are dead, killed by the Germans, 
buried somewhere in the blood-soaked earth of Europe.” 
Tears began flowing down his cheeks, and as he continued to 
watch the dancing, he could no longer contain himself.
The ַׁשָּמׁש rushed over to the Ponovezher ָרב and cried out, “!ֶרִּבי 

 Where are my children? Why have they been taken — !גװַאלד
from me? They could have grown to become great in ּתֹוָרה and 
”?why aren't they here — ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים
As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher ָרב, who had 

lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began 
to cry.
He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 

 ,and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries ַעל ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵּׁשם
with eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying ּתֹוָרה in 
the ְיִׁשיָבה ֶׁשל ַמְעָלה, the Heavenly Academy, in ַּגן ֵעֶדן among all 
the holy martyrs.
“Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 

What is our status in this world? There is so much we can 
accomplish with every moment of life; with every moment of 
 ,study we can acquire eternal life, filled with awesome ּתֹוָרה
exalted reward. How are we utilizing our time? This question 
pierces the very heavens.
“Our families sanctified ה׳’s Name in death. Our mission is 

to sanctify His Name here, in our difficult lives, following the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give 
in to despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand 
why all this had to happen. Let us study ּתֹוָרה and carry out 
the ִמְצֹות with love and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly 
judgment with love. For whatever ה׳ does is for the good, 
though we may not perceive how it is so.” 

ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ז׳ סעיף י״ב

*Eli was looking for a caring, competent doctor to remove his ingrown 
toenail. He had been suffering with repeat ingrown toenail problems 
and was advised by his podiatrist to have corrective surgery. Eli 
considered using his uncle, Dr. Gold, who was such a surgeon. Eli's 
mother did not recommend he go ahead with Dr. Gold. “Dr. Gold is not 
so good when it comes to family; I would advise that you find another 
surgeon.” Eli followed her advice and went to Dr. Levy instead. 

May Eli tell Dr. Levy the reason why he is not using Dr. Gold?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. How do we know that we take only ONE לּוָלב from the word 
?which is (or seems to be) in the plural ,ַּכּפֹת

2. What 2 reasons does ַרִׁש״י offer to explain what prompted 
the ֶּבן ִאיׁש ִמְצִרי to speak with such anger against הקב״ה?

1. The word ּכּפֹת is spelled missing a “(23:40 – ד״ה ּכּפֹת ּתָמִרים) …”ו.

2. i. When he heard the ַהָלָכה that the ֶלֶחם ַהּפִנים sat 9 days until it was finally 
eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm 
bread daily!” ii) After losing the ּדין ּתֹוָרה about where he should pitch his 
tent, the ּבן ִאיׁש ִמְצִרי became belligerent … (24:10 – ד״ה ַוּיֵצא ּבן ִאּׁשה).

1. Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while standing, 
if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember you forgot 
to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, stand up and  
count ְסִפיָרה.

2. The ֲהָלָכה  that we learn that all ְּגָמָרא quotes the ֵּבאּור 
ַהִמְצֹות ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ִּבְרַכת 
of ְסִפיָרה.Halacha 

Corner
ָמא:    ִעְנָיֵני ְדי�ֹו

ֶמר ת ְסִפיַרת ָהע�ֹו ִהְלכ�ֹו

Answer :  It is obviously permitted for Eli to listen to the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע about his uncle, since it is for 
a ּתֹוֶעֶלת and he needs to act upon it; however, it would be ָאסּור to believe the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע as the 
truth. He should be evasive if Dr. Levy asks why he did not choose to be treated by his uncle.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

Story adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)



*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ַאְקָּדמּות  ִמִּלין…

In introduction to the Words…

  son of ,ַזַצ״ל was written by R' Meir ַאְקָּדמּות
R' Yitzchok ַזַצ״ל, as an introduction to the 
words of the ֲעֶׂשֶרת ַהִּדְּברֹות, which is read in shul 
on the 1st day of ָׁשבּועֹות. According to many 
Jewish historians, R' Meir was ַרִׁש״י’s ֶרִּבי. He 
is quoted frequently throughout ַרִׁש״י’s many 
works, most notably in ַרִׁש״י  ְּתׁשּובֹות and ִסדּור 
 was composed around the era of ַאְקָּדמּות .ַרִׁש״י
the 1st Crusade. It was specifically written in 
complex Aramaic so that it would be difficult 
for gentile scholars to understand. During the 
difficult years of exile, when R' Meir’s son was 
murdered by the Crusaders and was ִנְפָטר ַעל 
 .was sung with great affection ַאְקָּדמּות ,ִקּדּוׁש ד׳
It is a song of ִחּזּוק in ֱאמּוָנה, love of ד׳, love of ד׳ 
towards ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל and a description of the ְזַמן 
of ָמִׁשיַח and עֹוָלם ַהָּבא.  

that day he stayed home. The 
 s sons offered him large’ִנְפָטר
sums of money to come, but 
he refused. "Yesterday, I visited 
your father and asked him to 
help his people. He defied my 
request and I cannot honor 
him." None of the city's rabbis 
eulogized the man.

Sultan Abdul Hamid was 
furious when he heard about 
the ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא’s refusal to deliver 
a ֶהְסֵּפד. He summoned the 
rabbi to the palace, intending 
to punish him, but when the 
sultan met the ַקִּדיָׁשא  and ַסָּבא 
heard his position, he was very 
impressed. He granted him the 
title of ָחָכם ַּבאִׁשי, with the power 
to issue edicts in the Jewish 
community, and the draft was 
not enforced.

My ַּתְלִמיד, the ַקִּדיָׁשא  ַסָּבא 
taught by example that when 
 ,ְּבָרָכה wants to shower us with ד׳
He often sends us a difficult 
test. If we are successful, we 
create the ְזכּות to receive His 
!ְּבָרָכה

ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך!

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

Dear Talmid,

R' Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri 
ַקִּדיָׁשא the ,ַזַצ״ל  was ,ַסָּבא 

awarded the title of ָחָכם ַּבאִׁשי (chief 
rabbi) by the Sultan Abdul Hamid II 
after the following episode.

Originally, the Jews who fled the 
Spanish Inquisition to the Ottoman 
Empire were exempt from the army; 
however, the new and powerful 
sultan, Abdul Hamid II, decreed 
that all non-Muslims must enlist. 
The city's ַרָּבִנים tried unsuccessfully 
to reverse the edict. Ultimately, 
they decided to accept the decree 
rather than provoke the Sultan. 

The ַקִּדיָׁשא  was the only ַסָּבא 
one who protested. At the ַוַעד
 meeting, he declared, "Since ַהרּוָחִני
serving in the Turkish army involves 
ַׁשָּבת  and eating non-kosher ִחּלּול 
food, enlisting is considered a 
ַהֵּׁשם  We must not yield to .ִחּלּול 
Sultan Abdul Hamid II. If we are firm, 
 ,will help us." After this declaration ד׳
he burst into tears.

One wealthy community 
member, who had some influence in 
the sultan's court during a visit to the 
palace, fell unconscious and died. It 
was customary for the ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא to 
deliver the first ֶהְסֵּפד at every ְלָוָיה, but 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

During WWI, the Jews of ְצַפת suffered from a food shortage. 
A well-dressed Turkish pasha, accompanied by soldiers, 
was riding on a groomed white horse when he noticed the 

 Only the humble can receive“ .ְּבָרָכה and asked him for a ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא
blessings,” the ַסָּבא ַקִּדיָׁשא replied (in Turkish). “ִאיְך קֶען אַײְך ּבֶענטׁשן נָאר  

 I can bless you only if you come — אֹויּב ִאיר קּומט ַארָאּפ פּון דֶעם פֶערד!
down from your [high] horse.” The Pasha smiled and agreed. In 
return for the ְּבָרָכה, he sent food for the duration of the war!

 
*Goal: Teaching Yiddish with a meaningful lesson 

The International Pirchei 
Erev Shabbos Learning 
Program

The first international Erev Shabbos learning 
program is honored to join together with 
the Likras Shabbos Erev Shabbos program. 

The contest: During the weeks leading up 
to ַהּתֹוָרה קַֹרח and until ַקָּבַלת  ָּפָרַׁשת   learn ,ַׁשָּבת 
at least one hour before ִמְנָחה every ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת, 
in either your ְיִׁשיָבה or local ִמְדָרׁש  Each .ֵּבית 
week that you learn for an hour or more will 
be considered another entry into the raffle.

The contest’s basic rules: There is no 
particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can even 
review your ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַּתְרּגּום. If you are 
part of the Likras Shabbos program, just 
add on another 25-30 minutes learning as 
a group and you will get an extra chance 
in the raffle (please mark the fax that you 
are part of the Likras Shabbos program). 
If you can arrange a group to have a 
ַׁשָּבת learning ִׁשעּור  especially about ,ִהְלכֹות 
 you will receive an extra chance ,ִקּדּוַׁשת ַׁשָּבת
in the raffle. This contest is open for all ages 
up to 12th grade.

 If you are interested in joining this 
program, please send in your faxes 
signed by a parent by Monday 1:00 pm to 
718 506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ְיִׁשיָבה, city and state. Please 
include your contact and fax number 
and your name will be entered into 
another drawing for a beautiful set of 
!ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening



While attending a wedding in Toronto, 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer couldn’t help but 
notice that a bachur looked forlorn.

The bachur then 
gave Rabbi Sherer 
his phone number 
without a second 

thought.

Overwhelmed that Rabbi Sherer had taken a personal 
interest in him, the boy confided that he was undergoing 

treatment for a serious illness.

That year on erev Pesach... Sadly, Rabbi Sherer did not live to attend the 
boy’s wedding. Nevertheless, he was indirectly 

instrumental in bringing about the shidduch.

Inspired by what she’d heard, the young woman 
decided to agree to meet a boy who had been ill. 
Unbeknownst to her, he was the very boy Rabbi 
Sherer had met in Toronto... and they became 

engaged!

Later that evening... I must 
admit, I decided to go 

out with you after hearing 
how Rabbi Sherer persevered 
while also inspiring others 

to conquer their own 
challenges.

R’ Moshe Sherer זצ״ל was born to חיים יהּודה and בתיה בלּומא in Williamsburg, NY. Upon 
completing high school in מתיבתא ּתֹורה ודעת he went to ישיבה נר ישראל in Baltimore. In 
1943 he married שתחי׳ ,דבֹורה, daughter of R’ Shimshon Zelig Fortman, רב of כנסת ישראל, 
[the White Shul, Far Rockaway]. After WWII he worked tirelessly for אגדת ישראל in 
assisting survivors in DP camps. In the mid-’60s, he became the leader of אגדת ישראל, 
and in 1980 R’ Sherer was elected Chairman of the Agudah World Organization. He 
spearheaded the diplomacy to assist his brethren in Russia, Syria and Iran.
 advocacy.” With ,שתדלנּות in גדֹול הדֹור referred to R’ Sherer as “the ר׳ משה פײנׁשטײן זצ״ל
the pride of being a שליח דרבנן, he radiated חן that made him a confidant to numerous 

presidents, members of Congress, governors and mayors.

Mazel Tov! What a 
wonderful 

couple!

Such a big 
simchah!

My dear boy, I was treated for the very 
same disease a few years ago. With Hashem’s help, I 

have recovered, and you will do the same! I will daven 
for you, but you must promise that you’ll invite me to 

your wedding, and remember how robust I look, despite 
fighting the same battle as you.

Young man, is 
everything all 

right?

I am calling to 
wish you a good 

Yom Tov!

same to you, 
Rabbi Sherer! Thank 
you so much for 
thinking of me!

Rabbi Sherer cared 
for Klal Yisroel and Reb Yisroel. 
He fought many battles, including 
his own own medical issues, and 

encouraged others -- young and old 
-- to persevere like he did!

The chosson smiled widely, realizing just how 
much Rabbi Sherer was indeed “watching” over him!

The scene repeated itself for future 
Yomim Tovim. Rabbi Sherer was happy 
to learn that the boy’s health had 

improved and he was back in yeshiva.

How 
inspiring! I 

must learn from 
Rabbi Sherer’s 

example.
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