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בס״ד

A certain widow would come to R' Moshe 
Shmuel Shapiro ַזַצ״ל for money every 
month because her husband had 
instructed her in his will to go to him 
for assistance. When the ְיִׁשיָבה  רֹאׁש 
had no money of his own, he would 
go collecting before the widow would 
arrive. During his illness, he asked others 
to assist him in fulfilling this ִמְצָוה. Someone 
once asked how he was connected with the deceased. 
The רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה replied, “I never met him!”

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
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 לע״נ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah  (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

…ְקחּו ְׂשִעיר ִעִּזים ְלַחָּטאת ְוֵעֶגל ָוֶכֶבׂש…

… Take a young goat as a sin offering, and a calf and a sheep … 
(ַוִּיְקָרא ט:ג)

During the ַהִמְׁשָּכן ִיְׂשָרֵאל ,ֲחנּוַּכת   were required to bring many ְּבֵני 
 and a bull and עֹוָלה a calf and lamb for an ,ַחָּטאת a goat for a – ָקְרָּבנֹות
ram for ְׁשָלִמים. What was the reason for so many ּתֹוַרת ּכֲֹהִנים ?ָקְרָּבנֹות 
explains that ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל had an account with הקב״ה, with sins at the 
beginning and sins at the end. The sins at the beginning refer to 
 when the brothers dipped his coat in goat’s blood. The ,ְמִכיַרת יֹוֵסף
goat comes as atonement for that sin. The sins at the end refer to 
the ֵעֶגל ַהָזָהב, for which the calf is brought as atonement.

We can readily understand why ִיְׂשָרֵאל  had to make amends ְּבֵני 
for the sin of the ַהָזָהב ַהִמְׁשָּכן during the ֵעֶגל   The creation .ֲחנּוַּכת 
of the ַהָזָהב  was tantamount to הקב״ה as an intermediary to ֵעֶגל 
ָזָרה  was ִמְׁשָּכן a direct affront to Him. Therefore, when the ,ֲעבֹוָדה 
being dedicated and the ְׁשִכיָנה was about to dwell within it, amends 
were very much in order.

But what was the connection between ְמִכיַרת יֹוֵסף and the ֲחנּוַּכת 

 It was not a recent occurrence. Why then should it be ?ַהִמְׁשָּכן
brought up again in this context?

The ַיְלקּוט ְיהּוָדה points out that an underlying element of jealousy 

led to ְמִכיַרת יֹוֵסף. The brothers could not bear that ַיֲעקֹב singled יֹוֵסף 
out for a special role, gave him special treatment, and provided 
him with special garments. If יֹוֵסף was so special, that meant they 
were less special. Unable to bear the thought, they plotted against 
him, eventually selling him into slavery.

What happened as the ִמְׁשָּכן was being built? One family was 
singled out to be the priestly tribe, perform the sacred service, 
wear special priestly garb, be given priestly gifts and be treated as 
special in many ways. The ּכֲֹהִנים were an easy target for jealousy, 
as indeed came to pass during קַֹרח’s ill-fated rebellion, when the 
rebels declared, … ָכל ָהֵעָדה ֻּכָלם ְקדִֹׁשים ּוְבתֹוָכם ה׳ ּוַמּדּוַע ִּתְתַנְּׂשאּו ַעל ְקַהל ה׳ 
.(ַּבִמְדָּבר טז:ג)

The ֲחנּוַּכת ַהִמְׁשָּכן was, therefore, a time to remember that in Judaism 
there are roles for ּכֲֹהִנים/ְלִוִיים/men/women. Not everyone is 
identical with the same strengths, duties and responsibilities. Not 
everyone gets the same benefits and privileges. Everyone must 
be content with the role הקב״ה has assigned to him. This, then, was 
an exceedingly appropriate time to bring sacrifices to atone for 
 ,This would remind the people of the danger of jealousy .ְמִכיַרת יֹוֵסף
and impress upon each individual to recognize their unique role 
and utilize it for ֲעבֹוַדת ה׳.
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 ַּדָּין ,ר׳ ַאְרֵיה was born in Minsk to ר׳ מֶֹׁשה ְׁשמּוֵאל ַׁשִּפיָרא ַזַצ״ל
of Bialystok. In 1933, he went to learn under ר׳ ֶאְלָחָנן ַוֶסְרַמן 

 in Baranovich. In 1936, he moved to Mir, where he ַזַצ״ל
became a ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of R' Baruch Ber ַזַצ״ל. In 1938, he fled to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל. He 
married in 1946, learned in ּכֹוֵלל ַחזֹון ִאיׁש for a year and then was appointed 
 asked him to open a ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש for three years. The ְיִׁשיַבת קֹול ּתֹוָרה in ַמִּגיד ִׁשעּור
 but also to ,ְּבִעּיּון to not only learn ַּתְלִמיִדים He asked of his .ְּבֵאר ַיֲעקֹב in ְיִׁשיָבה

complete ַש״ס with light ִעּיּון. In 1963, he published קּוְנְטֵרס ַהֵּבאּוִרים, adding 
eleven volumes over the years. He was a warm, brilliant ַמְרִּביץ ּתֹוָרה, who 
attracted many ַּתְלִמיִדים with his unusual blend of ֲעבֹוָדה  ִיְרַאת and ּתֹוָרה, 

 of מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה and ַוַעד ַהְיִׁשיבֹות He was a leading member of the .ָׁשַמִים
.ֲאֻגַּדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל
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A Student of AharonLiving   Torahwith 
the

 .(ַוִּיְקָרא י:ב-ג) ַוֵּתֵצא ֵאׁש ִמִּלְפֵני ד׳ … ַוָּיֻמתּו … ַוִּידֹם ַאֲהרֹן

A fire came down from before ד׳ … and they died … and ַאֲהרֹן was 
silent.

As the joy surrounding the inauguration ritual reached its zenith, 
tragedy suddenly struck. ַאֲהרֹן’s two oldest sons died while 
performing an unauthorized incense service. ַאֲהרֹן’s classic response 
— or lack thereof — attests to his greatness, nobility and resolute faith 
in ד׳. He accepted ד׳’s Divine decree, silently. ַאֲהרֹן set the standard for 
response to tragedy. It was a day of heightened joy in which he, as 
 was intimately involved. Others have learned from him not ,ּכֵֹהן ָגדֹול
to permit personal tragedy to override the joy and sanctity of ַׁשָּבת or 
.s days of joy’ד׳ ,יֹום טֹוב

*
A terrible terrorist explosion rocked ְירּוָׁשַלִים. Aharon Meir, son of R' 

Raphael David Auerbach ְׁשִליָט״א, and another young man, Arye Yosef 
Sheinfeld, were two of its victims. They were rushed to Hadassah 
Hospital on ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת – both mortally wounded.

As night fell and the ַׁשָּבת Queen was ushered in, Aharon Meir 
Auerbach lay in his bed suffering indescribable pain. In a nearby 
room, his father welcomed ַׁשָּבת with what seemed to be his usual 
serenity and joy. Earlier that day, his life had been shaken to its very 
core when he heard about the explosion. Knowing that his son would 
be on his way home at exactly that time, he barely controlled himself 
through the hours of worry and uncertainty. His worst fears were 
confirmed: his son lay near death. He rushed to the hospital, only to 
be told by the doctors that there was no hope. Many ְיִׁשיָבה students 
came to give blood for their friend, but it would be to no avail.

 clothes to ַׁשָּבת arrived, and R' Raphael David donned his ַׁשָּבת
welcome the ַׁשָּבת with joy. “ַׁשָּבת is not a time for tears,” he said, his 
voice filled with faith and reassurance. He ate his ַׁשָּבת meal, sang 
 songs, his face radiating an inner glow, a joy ַׁשָּבת the traditional ,ְזִמרֹות
endemic to one who serves ד׳ with love. The hospital staff peered 

into the room, shocked in disbelief. Here was a man singing ַׁשָּבת 
songs, while his son’s life slowly ebbed away. Just a few minutes 
before, he had been filled with worry and anguish over his son’s 
condition. How had he transformed so radically? They did not 
understand what ַׁשָּבת meant to R' Raphael David.

He sat by his son’s bed all through the night, praying silently — 
never weeping. In a nearby room, Aryeh Yosef Sheinfeld breathed 
his last breath. Everyone was in shock — except R' Raphael David, 
who told them how to move the body and care for it on ַׁשָּבת. In the 
morning, R' Raphael David and his wife stood by their son’s bed, 
reciting ְׁשַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל as their son’s holy ְנָשָמה soared Heavenward. He 
did not cry — and he instructed all those present that it was ַׁשָּבת, and 
one should not cry.

Suddenly, R' Raphael David began to sing, ֵּכאֹלֵקינּו  There is – ֵאין 
none like our G-d. As he sang, memories rose up before him. His 
son was only 15, but he had accomplished so much. An exceptional 
student, he was the apple of his father’s eye. A budding ּתֹוָרה 
scholar, he had mastered hundreds of pages of ְּגָמָרא. He had had 
a bright future, but now his brief life had come to a tragic end. Yet, 
R' Raphael David’s faith in ד׳ was not shaken. He was resolute in his 
belief. His voice continued firmly: ִמי ֵכאֹלֵקינּו – Who is like our ד׳?

R' Raphael’s older son arrived after a long walk. But it was too late. 
His father greeted him with the bitter news, immediately adding, 
“Remember, you cannot cry. It is ַׁשָּבת קֶֹדׁש.”

The hours went by and R' Raphael restrained himself. He did not 
allow his emotions to overwhelm him. He ate ְׁשִליִׁשית  as he ,ְסעּוָדה 
always did. After all, it was ַׁשָּבת. He waited a little longer. The ַׁשָּבת 
Queen withdrew: ַׁשָּבת was over. Only now did a fountain of tears 
stream forth, as fifteen years of love — pent up throughout the ַׁשָּבת 
– poured from him.

This was ַאֲהרֹן’s student.

ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ז׳ סעיף ט׳

*Shia walked passed the school director's office and heard the 
director, Mr. Neiman, on the phone. Mr. Neiman was talking to the 
head of the school board about one of the neighbors, Mr. Kleinkup, 
who happened to be Shia’s father’s business partner. Mr. Kleinkup 
had ruined the ְיִׁשיָבה's ability to obtain planning permission for the 
extension. Mr. Neiman was talking more loudly than usual. Obviously, 
it had been a hard day for the director. 

Is Shia permitted to relay what he overheard to his father?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. What was the reward that ַאֲהרֹן received for remaining silent 
after the sudden death of two of his sons?

2. What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with 
its friends? 

 when ,ַאֲהרֹן directly, and only to ַאֲהרֹן addressed His speech to הקב״ה .1
teaching the ּפְרׁשה of (10:4 – ד״ה ַוּיּדֹם) ׁשתּוֵיי ָיִין.

2. The ֲחִסיָדה bird shares its food ONLY with its friends and NOT with any 
other birds. It is rendered not kosher since its kindness is exclusive 
[Ruzhiner Rebbe] (11:19 – ד״ה ַהֲחִסיָדה). 

1. Even for those who have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from wearing new clothes during ְסִפיָרה (or make a ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו during ְסִפיָרה), many are 
lenient and will wear and make the ְּבָרָכה on new clothing for garments worn on ַׁשָּבת during ְסִפיָרה. Others are stringent even 
on ַׁשָּבת.

2. Both opinions permit wearing new undergarments during ְסִפיָרה. 

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:    ִעְנָיֵני ְדי�ֹו
ֶמר ת ְסִפיַרת ָהע�ֹו ִהְלכ�ֹו

Answer : Mr. Kleinkup may have had a valid reason for what he did and may even have 
consulted with a ָרב. Since Mr. Neiman simply related the incident in passing, ֵמִסיַח ְלִפי ּתמֹו, 
his words may not be accepted as fact. Shia is therefore forbidden to repeat Mr. Neiman's 
derogatory remarks to his father.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context 
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from R’ Scheinbaum)



Maker. ַּתְלִמיִדים recall these moments 
as spiritual peaks, during which they 
gained a special closeness to ה׳ and 
to their ֶרִּבי.

Once, ְׁשמּוֵאל מֶֹׁשה   was traveling ר׳ 
in England to raise money for his 
 He was riding on public .ְיִׁשיָבה
transportation and many passengers 
were inebriated and behaving in a 
rowdy fashion. At that moment ר׳ 

ְׁשמּוֵאל  felt so homesick for the מֶֹׁשה 
 that, on the spot, he ְיִׁשיָבה of his ְקדּוָׁשה
composed a ִנּגּון for the words: ְּכַאָּיל 

 ַּתֲערֹג ַעל ֲאִפיֵקי ָמִים ֵּכן ַנְפִׁשי ַתֲערֹג ֵאֶליָך ֱאֹלִקים
- As the deer cries out in thirst for the 
springs of water, so does my soul cry 
out in thirst for You, (ְּתִהִּלים מ״ב:ב׳) ה׳.

My ְׁשמּוֵאל ,ַּתְלִמיד מֶֹׁשה   was ר׳ 
physically sitting on an unpleasant 
bus ride. He used what seemed 
to be a bad experience to create a 
beautiful, heartfelt composition, as 
he concentrated on growing closer to 
 Any situation, however difficult, is a .ד׳
moment of growth. More often than 
not, it is our greatest opportunity! 

ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך!

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

A letter based on interviews

Dear Talmid,

ְׁשמּוֵאל מֶֹׁשה   Shapira ר׳ 
 was known as a ַזַצ״ל

ָׁשַמִים in ָּגאֹון ְוִיְרַאת  ַזַצ״ל The .ּתֹוָרה  ִאיׁש   ֲחזֹון 
would stand up for ְׁשמּוֵאל מֶֹׁשה   and ,ר׳ 
blessed him that he would have many 
.ַּתְלִמיִדים

On 5714 ֶחְׁשָון   14 ַׁשָּבת,   only hours ,ֶעֶרב 
before the ִאיׁש ְׁשמּוֵאל, ְּפִטיָרה s’ֲחזֹון  מֶֹׁשה   ר׳ 
came to seek advice about the ְיִׁשיָבה. 
When he saw the ִאיׁש  s weakened’ֲחזֹון 
state, he started turning back. The 
ִאיׁש  told him: “Some visits are tiring ֲחזֹון 
and others are invigorating. The ָרב’s visit 
is of the second sort.” ְׁשמּוֵאל מֶֹׁשה   then ר׳ 
spent two private hours with the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש 
that day.

While known and respected for his 
greatness in ּתֹוָרה, it was little known 
that  ְׁשמּוֵאל מֶֹׁשה   was also a composer ר׳ 
of ִנּגּוִנים. Every ִנּגּון was crafted on the 
spot for a certain purpose. ְׁשמּוֵאל מֶֹׁשה   ר׳ 
illuminated the world of his ַּתְלִמיִדים with 
his exceptional װַארֶעמקַײט. This aspect 
particularly expressed itself on ַׁשָּבת and 
 and ָּבחּוִרים He would sit with the .יֹום טֹוב
sing ִנּגּוִנים, many of which he himself 
composed, all of which were replete with 
the intense yearning of the ְנָׁשָמה for its 

FocusonMiddos Sage  

Sayings

Reb Moshe 
S h m u e l 
Shapira ַזַצ״ל 

once remarked 
in regard to the 
importance of 
prioritizing ס׳ִאיז“ :ֶחֶסד 

קּונץ גרֹויסֶע  קֵײן    ִניׁשט 

ִמיט ֶחֶסד  ַּבַעל  ַא  זַײן   צּו 

ַחֵבִרים ִמיט   פרֶעמדֶע ָאדֶער 
- It is no great feat 
to be a ֶחֶסד  to ַּבַעל 
strangers or [even] to 
friends. ֶאֶמתִדיקֶע  דֶער 

ִאיז ֶחֶסד  ַּבַעל  ַא  פּון   ִסיָמן 

זַײן ִאין  ֶחֶסד  ַּבַעל   צּו זַײן ַא 

 The true - אֵײגנֶע ׁשטּוּב!
mark of a ֶחֶסד  ַּבַעל 
is being a ֶחֶסד  in ַּבַעל 
one’s own home!”

 

Source: Hamodia



It was the first erev Shabbos after the passing of 
Rebbetzin Bluma Dessler and a few of R’ Dessler’s 

close talmidim were setting the Shabbos table.

At the Friday night meal…

On my first Shabbos in Bnei Brak, I decided to made 
Kiddush on the larger kos because this is city where the 
Chazon Ish is the Rov and he holds of a bigger shiur for 

the kos. My wife A”H respectfully disagreed.

Rebbe used this 
small Kos all the 
years, why did he 

change now?

He looks perplexed. 
I’ll explain to him at 

the seudah.

All the years in Bnei 
Brak I used the becher that 
my wife A”H preferred, but 

after her passing I now have 
the responsibility to show my 
respect to the Chazon Ish’s 

opinion.

Thank you, but 
please put that small 
kos away and use this 

larger one.

I would prefer the 
small kos. it means so much 

to me, and if it was good enough 
for R’ Yisroel Salanter and R’ 
Chaim Ozer…it’s good enough 

for us!

כ“ד טבת   1953 - 1892   5713 - 5652

Here is 
the challah 

cover...

Ah! I see the leichter 
(candlesticks) and 

Rebbi’s kos (Kiddush cup). 
Can you please take them 

out too…

Let me share with you why 
I requested the larger Kos. The small 

kos that I have used until now was a wedding 
gift from R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, who had 

received it from his wife’s grandfather R’ 
Yisroel Salanter…I used it for years until 

I moved to Bnei Brak.

R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler זצ״ל, born in Libau, Latvia, was the son of R’ Reuven Dov 
Dessler, a תלמיד מבהק of R’ Simcha Zissel זצ״ל of Kelm. His mother was a granddaughter 
of R’ Yisrael Salanter זצ״ל and a niece of R’ Chaim Ozer זצ״ל. After learning at Kelm, 
he married R’ Simcha Zissel’s granddaughter. During the Bolshevik revolution, in 1927, 
he moved to London. In 1941, he founded the Gateshead Kollel. In 1948, at the request 
of the רב of Ponevezh, R’ Yosef Kahaneman זצ״ל, he emigrated to ארץ ישראל to become 
a משגיח in the Ponevezh Yeshiva. Many of his shmuessen and thoughts are collected in
 were printed in ש״ס on חּדּושים A compilation of some of his .(six volumes) מכתב מאליהּו

.חּדּושי ר׳ אליהּו אליעזר על הש״ס
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A poor but brilliant bochur in the Chasam 
Sofer’s Yeshiva, Itzik Aharon Shlusberger, 

thought of a unique way to support himself...

The idea caught the interest of several of 
the richer bochurim, but then Itzik Aharon 

came up with a more creative option.

The next morning, the Chasam Sofer 
entered and began his shiur:

the Chasam Sofer stopped the shiur and 
asked what was going on. He found out 

about Itzik Aharon’s deal.

the Chasam Sofer promptly closed his gemara 
and walked out of the Beis Medrash. everyone 

present was stunned.

The next day, the Chasam Sofer called 
everyone into the Beis Medrash. He asked 

that Itzik Aharon be present.

the chasam sofer was consoled and his esteem 
grew even greater in the eyes of his talmidim.

For another 
napoleon, I will imitate 

rebbi’s gestures at each 
point of tomorrow’s 

shiur! really? now that’s 
something worth seeing! 
we will pay you after the 

shiur.

I’m now here for 
another three-year cycle. 

I can offer to teach the new 
bochurim the shiur in a unique 

way -- word for word! and i’ll 
charge a napoleon!

My beloved children, 
yesterday I reacted the wrong 

way! Instead of praising Yitzchak Aharon 
for his obvious love of his Rebbi’s Torah, I 

wrongly embarrassed him in public. One who 
embarrasses someone in public has no 

portion in Olam Haba.

כ“ה תשרי   1839 - 1762   5600 - 5523

Yitzchak Aharon, 
you have taken away 

my shiur!

Please, Yitzchak 
Aharon, please 

forgive me!...

 born in Frankfort, was affectionately known by the name of his ,ר׳ משה סֹופר זצ״ל
collection of תׁשּובֹות entitled חתם סֹופר. He was one of the most influential leaders of 
Jewry in the early 1800s. He learned under ר׳ נתן Adler and R’ Pinchos Halevi Horowitz, 
the בעל הפלאה. He married the רב of Prosnitz’s daughter and was a רב in Dresnitz, 
and Mattersdorf. In 1806, he was appointed רב of Pressburg, a position he held for 
33 years. After his first wife’s פטירה, he married R’ Akiva Eiger’s daughter. Together 
they had seven daughters and three sons. He spent much effort fighting against the 
‘enlightened’ reformers. He founded a ישיבה that became the most famous one in 

Europe and selflessly sent outstanding תלמידים to settle in ארץ ישראל. 

Shalom Aleichem! today 
we are starting a new 

machzor. Please open to 
the Rif on Daf...

Why are the boys 
smiling? What’s 

going on?

rebbi, of course...
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