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Rav Avraham Chaim Brim arrived at a wedding. 
When the band members noticed him, they 

switched to one of Rav Brim’s favorite songs.

Rav Brim walked around the 
hall instead of leaving.

R’ Chaim persisted…

Finally, after the wedding was over, Rav 
Brim discovered the identity of the bachur.

The crowd was dancing with renewed joy…

The bachur on 
the stage just 

stopped singing.

What is the name of the 
bachur who was singing 

before I came in?

Rebbi, I didn’t even 
notice that there was 

someone singing.

Excuse me! Maybe you 
recall who the bachur 
was who was singing 

before I came in? Sorry, Rebbi, 
I was not really 

paying attention to 
the singing.

Please, I beg your 
forgiveness for the 

distress I caused when 
I came in.

What’s that? 
What does Rebbi 

mean? I wasn’t hurt at 
all by Rebbi’s arrival. 

The simcha was so 
much greater!

כ”ה אדר  2002 - 1922  5762 - 5682

 He .(nee Rokeach) הינדא ליבא נעמי and ר׳ מרדכי דוד to ירּושלים was born in זצ”ל Brim ר׳ ַאברהם חיים
learned in ישיבת עץ חיים and was a תלמיד מבהק of R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer זצ”ל. Later he was 
a בן בית and תלמיד מבהק of the חזֹון איׁש. In his youth, he and his brother ר׳ יהֹושע founded the 
Boyaner ּכֹולל. A few years after he married רחמה הינדל, the daughter of ר׳ ישראל Toisig, he 
became a ר״ם in (בני ברק) ישיבת סלּבֹודקה and (ירּושלים) ישיבת מיר. Later he founded ישיבת אהל יעקב 
 ,ירּושלים of Skver. Returning to ראׁש ישיבה He spent several years in America as .(בני ברק)
he founded the ּכֹולל משכן יֹוסף. He was known as an עֹובד ד׳ ,עּלּוי and with his founding of the

.in his time מרביצי ּתֹורה network, is considered one of the great שעּורי ּתֹורה

it doesn’t make it right 
just because everyone 

does it … please, I ask for 
your forgiveness and hope 
that I will be able to share 

in your simcha!

You were singing 
something else, and 

when I arrived you were 
interrupted in the middle 

of the song… Of course, I’m 
moichel… amein!

Rebbi, this is the 
way it always goes 

at chasunahs… 
nothing happened!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

When a person offers …                   יב י ַתְקרִּ ְקָרא ב:א( …)ְוֶנֶפׁש כִּ ַויִּ  
י. ָאַמר   ְנָחה? ָענִּ ְתַנֵדב מִּ י ַדְרכֹו ְלהִּ ְנָחה. מִּ לֺא ֶנֱאַמר ֶנֶפׁש ְבָכל ָקְרְבנֹות ְנָדָבה ֶאָלא ַבמִּ

יב ַנְפׁשֹו. ְקרִּ לּו הִּ י ָעָליו ְכאִּ  הקב״ה ַמֲעֶלה ֲאנִּ
 soul, was not used in reference to any voluntary offerings except ,ֶנֶפׁש
for the meal-offering. Whose practice is it to dedicate a meal-offering? 
A poor person. ד׳ said, “I consider it as if he offered his soul” (״י  .(ַרׁשִּ
 The ים  explains that the poor man, unable to scrape ַבַעל ַהטּורִּ
together the funds even for a bird offering, would try with every fiber 
of his ֶנֶפׁש, soul, to find a solution to be able to offer ד׳ the  ָןָקְרב  of even 
a small amount of flour and oil. The second of the three daily לֹות  is ְתפִּ
known as ְנָחה ָלה Why is it that we refer to the afternoon .מִּ ְנָחה as ְתפִּ  ?מִּ
What is the connection between this ָלה ְנָחהָקְרבָ  and the ְתפִּ ן מִּ ? 
 The ּנּוְך ְנָחה mentions two possible reasons for the term חִּ  in מִּ
reference to the  ְָנָחהָקְרב ן מִּ : It refers (1) to the small size of this 
offering compared to the ָקְרָבנֹות and means “a small gift,” or (2) in 
most cases it is brought to the ְקָדׁש  on a voluntary basis, and the ֵבית ַהמִּ
meaning is “a voluntary gift.”  
 Some ים ְנָחה connect ְמָפָרׁשִּ ַלת מִּ  to the first explanation of ְתפִּ
the ּנּוְך לֹות The shortest of all the .חִּ ָלה is the afternoon ְתפִּ  which is ,ְתפִּ
said in the middle of a work day. This ָלה  is like the small gift of the ְתפִּ
poor man. It is short. It is important to add that breaking away from 
work is not always easy and sometimes involves self-sacrifice. Similar 
to the small gift of the poor man, this additional self-sacrifice makes 
this brief ָלה ָלה the most precious ְתפִּ ְפֵתי  of the day (based on ְתפִּ שִּ
ים ְבָרכֹות כו:  .(ֲחָכמִּ

 Other ים ְנָחה explain the connection to ְמָפָרׁשִּ ַלת מִּ  based on ְתפִּ
the second explanation of the ּנּוְך  ”.the meaning of ”a voluntary gift ,חִּ
The two לֹות ית of ְתפִּ ית and ַׁשֲחרִּ  .are said when the day changes ַעְרבִּ
When night changes to day, we daven ית  and it brings an ַׁשֲחרִּ
atonement for any of the previous evening’s sins. When day changes 
to night, we daven יב  and it creates atonement for any of the ַמֲערִּ
previous day’s sins. We have already been granted atonement in the 
morning and will hopefully receive atonement in the evening. The 
ָלה ְנָחה of ְתפִּ  is of course obligatory, but is not as ‘necessary’ if we are מִּ
only seeking atonement. This ָלה  This .ד׳ represents our daily gift to ְתפִּ
is similar to “a voluntary gift” which shows our inner love for ד׳ (based 
on י ָפָרַׁשת ַחֵיי ָשָרה ד״ה  אֹו יֺאַמר  .(ְקדּוַׁשת ֵלוִּ
 On a similar note, the י ָיָקר ְנָחהָקְרבָ  explains that the ְכלִּ ן מִּ  is 
least likely to be brought for atonement for a sin, since it is brought by 
the poor and downtrodden, and they are least likely to sin. It is there-
fore listed at the end of all the ָקְרָבנֹות. 
 Using both these explanations we can now appreciate the 
importance of ְנָחה ַלת מִּ ָלה It may be a very short .ְתפִּ  but it shows  ,ְתפִּ
our inner love for ד׳ and involves self-sacrifice. The (ְבָרכֹות ו:) ְגָמָרא 
teaches that one should always be diligent regarding ְנָחה ַלת מִּ  ְתפִּ
because it is the most opportune time to be answered. This is learned 
from יא ָיהּו ַהָּנבִּ ְנָחה at ַהר ַהַכְרֶמל on ד׳ who approached ,ֵאלִּ  time מִּ
because he recognized the value of this time to daven. 

Adapted from: Insights into מצוה קטז  
from The Schottenstein Edition of ֵסֶפר ַהִחּנּוְך (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 in ֶעִטיל and ר׳ ִבְנָיִמין בֵײִניׁש was born to ר׳ ַאְרֵיה ֶלִוין ַזַצ״ל
Orlay (near Bialystok), Lithuania. Until age 12, he learned 
with his father, his uncle ר׳ עּוִזיֵאל and local ֶרֵבִיים. He then 

went to learn in ְיִׁשיַבת ְסלֹוִנים. After a year, he went to Slutsk, where he was 
a ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of the (ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ַיֲעֺקב ָדִוד ֶבן ְזֵאב) ִריְדַב״ז and ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן 
Meltzer. At age 16, he went to Halusk to learn under ר׳ ָברּוְך בֶער Lebovitz 
and was his ַחְברּוָתא. In 1902 he went to Volozhin. At the age of 19, with 
WWI looming, he traveled to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל. There, he met ר׳ ְצִבי ֶפַסח Frank, 
who arranged ר׳ ַאְרֵיה’s ִׁשּדּוְך with his niece, ַחָנה, daughter of ר׳ ָדִוד Shapiro. 
He became the  ַַמְׁשִגיח of ֵעץ ַחִיים and is remembered as the ַאִבי ְיתֹוִמים and 
loving father of the prisoners and the sick. 

 ט׳ ניסן
5645 — 5729 
1885 — 1969 

R' Aryeh Levin ַזַצל's legendary love for Jewish 
prisoners, especially those captured by the 
British for political crimes, was  ִנים ַכַמִים ַהפָּ
ִנים  He often risked his life. Once, he .ַלפָּ
even  threw  himself  in  front  of  the 
moving car of the High Commissioner to 
present his petition. In turn, once, when 
R' Aryeh was making a ַרְך בֵּ  for his ill ִמי שֶׁ
daughter, the prisoners started offering 
years of their own life, in lieu of ה קָּ  to be ,ְצדָּ
donated to her. Such is the true  ַכֺּח of ל אֵּ  !ַאֲהַבת ִיְשרָּ

TorahThoughts



For The Sake of HeavenLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

יַח ִניֺחַח ַלה׳ )ַוִיְקָרא א:יז(.… ה רֵּׁ עֹוָלה הּוא ִאשֵּׁ  
 It is an olah-offering, a fire-offering, a pleasing fragrance to 
 .ה׳
 It says “a pleasing fragrance” about an עֹוָלה offering of 
fowl, and it says “a pleasing fragrance” about an עֹוָלה offering of 
livestock, to tell you that one who gives much is the same as one who 
gives less, as long as his heart is directed toward Heaven (ַרִש״י from 
 .(ּתֹוַרת ֺכַהִנים
 R' Yose taught: ם ָשָמִים יָך ִיְהיּו ְלשֵּׁ  And let all your ,ְוָכל ַמֲעשֶׂ
deeds  be  for  the  sake  of  Heaven  (ָאבֹות ב:יז).  R'  Yeruchom  
Levovitz (ַדַעת ָחְכָמה ּומּוָסר) explains that because the human 
personality is so complex, it can be very difficult for one to know 
which is the path of ּתֹוָרה truth in any given situation. When one’s 
intentions are solely ם ָשַמִים  to ִסַיְעָּתא ִדְשַמָיא then he is granted ,ְלשֵּׁ
help him arrive at the proper course of action. Thus states ְך לֶׂ  ְשֺלֺמה ַהמֶׂ
י ג:ו) יָך :(ִמְשלֵּׁ ר ֺאְרֺחתֶׂ הּו ְוהּוא ְיַישֵּׁ יָך ָדעֵּׁ  In all your paths know ,ְבָכל ְדָרכֶׂ
Him, and He will straighten your ways. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 During the year of לּות  that R' Shmuel Zvi Kowalsky ַאבֵּׁ
observed in memory of his father, there was only one occasion when 
he missed leading the ִמְנָין for the weekday prayers. 
 It happened in the ת ַהָגדֹול סֶׂ ית ַהְכנֶׂ י ְבַרק in בֵּׁ  a synagogue ,ְבנֵּׁ
where ִמְנָיִנים for ַשַחִרית pray in succession throughout the early hours 
of the morning. It is the custom there that when someone is in לּות  ַאבֵּׁ
or is observing a יָארציַיט and needs to serve as ַחָזן, he stands 
alongside the ָעמּוד and waits for the ִמְנָין in progress to end so that he 
can lead the next one. 

 One morning, R' Kowalsky stood near the ָעמּוד waiting his 
turn as the ִמְנָין in progress neared conclusion. As the ַחָזן completed 
the davening and R' Kowalsky prepared to take over, he noticed an 
elderly man folding his ַטִלית and calling to those who were leaving, 
“Can someone walk me home? I cannot walk home alone…” 
 The previous ִמְנָין was rather small and the few men who 
were leaving were working men in a big hurry to get to their places of 
employment. It seemed that nobody had any extra time to walk this 
old man home. When R' Kowalsky realized that no one there was 
responding  to  the  man’s  request,  he  quickly  walked  over  to  him, 
gently took him by the arm and said, “Come, I would be happy to 
walk you home. Where do you live?” 
 Together, they made their way slowly through the streets, 
with R' Kowalsky whispering to himself every so often, “May this ִמְצָוה 
be a source of merit for my father…” 
 Finally, they reached the apartment building where the 
man lived. He thanked R' Kowalsky warmly, but the ַצִדיק was not 
ready to take leave of him. “Come, let me walk you up the stairs…” 
 By the time R' Kowalsky returned to shul, a ַחָזן was already 
standing at the ָעמּוד, leading that morning’s final ִמְנָין. R' Kowalsky 
quietly took a seat and prayed with the ִמְנָין. He knew that this is what 
his father would have preferred.  
 That night, R' Kowalsky’s father appeared to him in a 
dream, his face radiant with happiness. “Thank you!” he smiled. “I am 
ל  as long as in its place you – ְּתִפָלה at every ִמְנָין your leading the מֹוחֵּׁ
do such ִמְצֹות.” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ט׳
*Levi was excited to read in the letter the school sent home that his father 
would be the guest speaker for the school’s ה  party. Chaim came to Levi the ֲחנֻכָּ
next morning to share a tidbit. He claimed that he had been standing outside 
the teachers’ room and overheard one of the most respected teachers in the 
school saying that the guest speaker for that year’s ה  party was a bad ֲחנֻכָּ
choice. Obviously he wasn't going to say the name, as that would be ְרִכילּות. 
Other than lack of tact, was it ָאּסּור for Levi to repeat what he heard?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות applies even if one does not mention names and it could be 
interpreted one way or another. It is quite common when one relates a story without a 
name that another party will repeat other information which, when put together, will 
create an ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות or ָּע ָּר   .לָּׁשֹון ה

 One may not speak between the ָרָכה  and the start of the בְּ
ִדיָקה ָרָכה If one did speak, he must repeat the .בְּ  .בְּ

 During the ִדיָקה  one may speak only about something ,בְּ

relating to the ִדיָקה  itself. If one did speak during the בְּ
ִדיָקה  one does not make ,(about an unrelated topic) בְּ
another ָרָכה   .בְּ

FocusonMiddos

UnderstandingDavening

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Aryeh Levin ַזַצ״ל, the 
legendary יק ם of ַצדִּ ַליִּ  was a ,ְירּושָׁ
man of rare compassion. Once, a 
distraught, recently widowed 
woman came to him and wept 
bitterly. R' Aryeh did his best to 
console  the  woman,  but  she 
continued to weep.  
 After a long time, the 
woman said, “י  I am prepared ,ֶרבִּ
to    accept    your    words    of 
consolation,   but   there   is 
something in particular that 
troubles me. Please tell me, what 
happened to all my tears? I 
prayed  and  prayed  that  my 
husband   should   get   well.   I 
recited chapter after chapter of 
ים לִּ  .and shed countless tears ,ְתהִּ
What happened to them?” 
 R' Aryeh replied softly to 
the woman, “After 120 years, 
when your soul will return to 
Heaven,  you  will  see  how 
meaningful were all your prayers 
and tears. You will then see that 
 Himself gathered in and ד׳
counted every teardrop that you 
shed and treasured it like a 
priceless  gem.  You  will  then 
perceive   that   when   harsh 
decrees hovered over the Jewish 
people, it was your tears that 
washed away the evil and saved 

our people from danger. Even 
one sincere tear can be a source 
of salvation!” 
 When  R'  Aryeh  had 
finished, the woman began to 
shed  tears  anew  –  tears  of 
gratitude and hope.  
 Sometime later, the 
woman returned to the יק  and ַצדִּ
said, “י  remember what you ,ֶרבִּ
told me? Please tell it to me 
again.”  
 R' Aryeh touched the 
heart of this ה נָׁ  and many ,ַאְלמָׁ
others. Before יֹום טֹוב he would 
make a special point of visiting 
Rebbetzin Bengis and wish her a 
 ,He would explain ”.גּוט יֹום טֹוב“
“This woman used to entertain 
many guests during יֹום טֹוב when 
her husband was alive. In those 
days her home was full of joy. 
Now that her husband has 
passed away, she sits alone. Can 
you imagine her pain?” 
 My יד  is יֹום טֹוב ,ַתְלמִּ
coming,   a   time   of   joy   and 
happiness. Let us learn from R' 
Aryeh  to  share  the  joy  with 
others and reach out to those 
who need and make it a truly 
spiritual joy for all!  

רּוְך! ְכרֹו בָׁ י זִּ  ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

Story: Of Prayers and Tears (More Shabbos Stories — ArtScroll) 

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה not use the word ַהקֶֹּדׁש regarding the ָפרֶֹּכת 
when discussing an inadvertent sin committed by all of ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ   ?כְּ

2. Why would the word ֲאֶׁשר, when, in ֲאֶׁשר ָנִשיא ֶיֱחָטא, be related to 
ֵרי  ?fortunate ,ַאׁשְּ

1. When ְָּרֵאל ְַּלל ִיש ְּדּוָׁשה sins, the כ  is diminished in this world. However, if an ה׳ of ק
individual sins, even an individual as great as a כֵֹּהן ָגדֹול, the ְּדּוָׁשה  is not ה׳ of ק
affected (ָֹּרֶכת ְֵּני ַהפ  .(4:17 – ד״ה ֵאת פ

2. Any generation whose leader seeks atonement for “unintentional” sins is 
fortunate, for he will surely repent his intentional sins (ִׂיא  .(4:22 – ד״ה ֲאֶשר נָּש

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה not use the word ַהקֶֹּדׁש regarding the ָפרֶֹּכת 
when discussing an inadvertent sin committed by all of ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ   ?כְּ

2. Why would the word ֲאֶׁשר, when, in ֲאֶׁשר ָנִשיא ֶיֱחָטא, be related to 
ֵרי  ?fortunate ,ַאׁשְּ

1. When ְָּרֵאל ְַּלל ִיש ְּדּוָׁשה sins, the כ  is diminished in this world. However, if an ה׳ of ק
individual sins, even an individual as great as a כֵֹּהן ָגדֹול, the ְּדּוָׁשה  is not ה׳ of ק
affected (ָֹּרֶכת ְֵּני ַהפ  .(4:17 – ד״ה ֵאת פ

2. Any generation whose leader seeks atonement for “unintentional” sins is 
fortunate, for he will surely repent his intentional sins (ִׂיא  .(4:22 – ד״ה ֲאֶשר נָּש
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An edited selection of דֹול גָּ ת הַׁ בָּ   יֹוְצרֹות ְלשַׁ
ְילָּה לַׁ ֲחִצי הַׁ ְיִהי בַׁ   ּוְבֵכן וַׁ

And it (the redemption) was at midnight! 
You performed many miracles at night: At the beginning of the first 
watch on this night, to the (ַאְבָרָהם) ֵגר ֶצֶדק; You gave victory when the 
night was divided for him (in the battle against the four kings); You 
judged the king of (ַאִביֶמֶלְך) ְגָרר with death in his dream by night (when 
he took ָשָרה). You frightened the Aramean (ָלָבן) in the dark of night 
(when he chased ַיֲעֺקב). (ַיֲעֺקב) ִיְשָרֵאל fought and overcame an angel at 
night; The Egyptian firstborns You crushed at midnight. They didn’t find 
their money when they arose at night. You routed the army of ִסיְסָרא 
that was chased until the town  ֲחרֹוֶשת with the stars of the night (when 
he was chased by ָבָרק).The blasphemer (ַסְנֵחֶרב, who sent ַרְבָשֵקה to 
blaspheme ד׳) had planned to raise his hand against ְירּוָשַלִים; You 
embarrassed him by killing his army as they slept at night; the idol ֵבל 
and  its  pedestal  were  overthrown  in  the  dark  of  the  night;  to  the  
man (ָדִנֵיאל) in whom You delighted, the secret vision was revealed at 

night (the dream of the four exiles and the ְגאּוָלה ְשֵלָמה). He (ַבְלַשַצר) 
who became intoxicated drinking [together with his officers] from the 
vessels  stolen  from  the  ֵבית  ַהִמְקָדש  was  slain  on  that  very  night     
 who was rescued from the lions’ den and (ָדִנֵיאל) he ;(ָדִנֵיאל ה:ל)
interpreted the  dream  that  frightened  [Nebuchadnezzar]  at  night;  
the  Aggagite (ָהָמן) bore hatred in his heart and wrote letters [to 
destroy the Jewish nation] at night. You began the triumph [over ָהָמן’s 
wicked decree] by disturbing his king’s (ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש) sleep at night. The 
 ,is like being squeezed by a winepress; we call out: “Watchman ָגלּות
what of the night [when will the ָגלּות end]?” The Watchman said, 
“Morning is coming, but also the night! [Deliverance is at hand, but 
night will continue for the ְרָשִעים].” Bring closer ה׳’s day [of the coming 
of  ַָמִשיח], which is neither day nor night (ְזַכְרָיה יד:ו); ה׳, show that Yours 
is the day as well  as the night; The watchmen who mourn and pray for 
the restoration of ִציֹון all day and all night (ְיַשְעָיה סב:ו); Illuminate as 
with the light of the day [using the original light that was at the time of 
creation], the depth of the darkness of the night of the ָגלּות! 

Our international ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג 
contest for a 3rd year is starting 
this שבת: Learn at least 
three ֲהָלכֹות in ַסח ִקצּור in ִהְלכֹות פֶּ
ְלָחן ָערּוְך ַסח every day until שֻׁ  פֶּ
(preferably  together  with  an 
older ַחְברּוָתא, but this is not a 
requirement). The two practical 
ְלָחן ָערּוְך in ִסיָמִנים  totaling) ִקצּור שֻׁ
 chosen for the contest (ְסִעיִפים 23
are: ִסיָמן קי״ח ( ר  י״א  -ַהָכַנת ַהֵסדֶּ
ר ֵליל ) ִסיָמן קי״ט and (ְסִעיִפים ֵסדֶּ

ר  י״ב ְסִעיִפים -ֵסדֶּ ). If you are 
interested in joining this amazing 
program, please send a signed 
fax every week to 718 506 9633 
– include your grade, name, 
school, city, state, contact and 
fax #. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Due to various factors beyond 
our control, we apologize, but 
the winners of the international 
 contest and this ְשַנִים ִמְקָרא
international ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג 
contest, will receive their prize 
after  ַסח  .פֶּ



For The Sake of HeavenLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

יַח ִניֺחַח ַלה׳ )ַוִיְקָרא א:יז(.… ה רֵּׁ עֹוָלה הּוא ִאשֵּׁ  
 It is an olah-offering, a fire-offering, a pleasing fragrance to 
 .ה׳
 It says “a pleasing fragrance” about an עֹוָלה offering of 
fowl, and it says “a pleasing fragrance” about an עֹוָלה offering of 
livestock, to tell you that one who gives much is the same as one who 
gives less, as long as his heart is directed toward Heaven (ַרִש״י from 
 .(ּתֹוַרת ֺכַהִנים
 R' Yose taught: ם ָשָמִים יָך ִיְהיּו ְלשֵּׁ  And let all your ,ְוָכל ַמֲעשֶׂ
deeds  be  for  the  sake  of  Heaven  (ָאבֹות ב:יז).  R'  Yeruchom  
Levovitz (ַדַעת ָחְכָמה ּומּוָסר) explains that because the human 
personality is so complex, it can be very difficult for one to know 
which is the path of ּתֹוָרה truth in any given situation. When one’s 
intentions are solely ם ָשַמִים  to ִסַיְעָּתא ִדְשַמָיא then he is granted ,ְלשֵּׁ
help him arrive at the proper course of action. Thus states ְך לֶׂ  ְשֺלֺמה ַהמֶׂ
י ג:ו) יָך :(ִמְשלֵּׁ ר ֺאְרֺחתֶׂ הּו ְוהּוא ְיַישֵּׁ יָך ָדעֵּׁ  In all your paths know ,ְבָכל ְדָרכֶׂ
Him, and He will straighten your ways. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 During the year of לּות  that R' Shmuel Zvi Kowalsky ַאבֵּׁ
observed in memory of his father, there was only one occasion when 
he missed leading the ִמְנָין for the weekday prayers. 
 It happened in the ת ַהָגדֹול סֶׂ ית ַהְכנֶׂ י ְבַרק in בֵּׁ  a synagogue ,ְבנֵּׁ
where ִמְנָיִנים for ַשַחִרית pray in succession throughout the early hours 
of the morning. It is the custom there that when someone is in לּות  ַאבֵּׁ
or is observing a יָארציַיט and needs to serve as ַחָזן, he stands 
alongside the ָעמּוד and waits for the ִמְנָין in progress to end so that he 
can lead the next one. 

 One morning, R' Kowalsky stood near the ָעמּוד waiting his 
turn as the ִמְנָין in progress neared conclusion. As the ַחָזן completed 
the davening and R' Kowalsky prepared to take over, he noticed an 
elderly man folding his ַטִלית and calling to those who were leaving, 
“Can someone walk me home? I cannot walk home alone…” 
 The previous ִמְנָין was rather small and the few men who 
were leaving were working men in a big hurry to get to their places of 
employment. It seemed that nobody had any extra time to walk this 
old man home. When R' Kowalsky realized that no one there was 
responding  to  the  man’s  request,  he  quickly  walked  over  to  him, 
gently took him by the arm and said, “Come, I would be happy to 
walk you home. Where do you live?” 
 Together, they made their way slowly through the streets, 
with R' Kowalsky whispering to himself every so often, “May this ִמְצָוה 
be a source of merit for my father…” 
 Finally, they reached the apartment building where the 
man lived. He thanked R' Kowalsky warmly, but the ַצִדיק was not 
ready to take leave of him. “Come, let me walk you up the stairs…” 
 By the time R' Kowalsky returned to shul, a ַחָזן was already 
standing at the ָעמּוד, leading that morning’s final ִמְנָין. R' Kowalsky 
quietly took a seat and prayed with the ִמְנָין. He knew that this is what 
his father would have preferred.  
 That night, R' Kowalsky’s father appeared to him in a 
dream, his face radiant with happiness. “Thank you!” he smiled. “I am 
ל  as long as in its place you – ְּתִפָלה at every ִמְנָין your leading the מֹוחֵּׁ
do such ִמְצֹות.” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ט׳
*Levi was excited to read in the letter the school sent home that his father 
would be the guest speaker for the school’s ה  party. Chaim came to Levi the ֲחנֻכָּ
next morning to share a tidbit. He claimed that he had been standing outside 
the teachers’ room and overheard one of the most respected teachers in the 
school saying that the guest speaker for that year’s ה  party was a bad ֲחנֻכָּ
choice. Obviously he wasn't going to say the name, as that would be ְרִכילּות. 
Other than lack of tact, was it ָאּסּור for Levi to repeat what he heard?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות applies even if one does not mention names and it could be 
interpreted one way or another. It is quite common when one relates a story without a 
name that another party will repeat other information which, when put together, will 
create an ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות or ָּע ָּר   .לָּׁשֹון ה

 One may not speak between the ָרָכה  and the start of the בְּ
ִדיָקה ָרָכה If one did speak, he must repeat the .בְּ  .בְּ

 During the ִדיָקה  one may speak only about something ,בְּ

relating to the ִדיָקה  itself. If one did speak during the בְּ
ִדיָקה  one does not make ,(about an unrelated topic) בְּ
another ָרָכה   .בְּ

FocusonMiddos

UnderstandingDavening

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Aryeh Levin ַזַצ״ל, the 
legendary יק ם of ַצדִּ ַליִּ  was a ,ְירּושָׁ
man of rare compassion. Once, a 
distraught, recently widowed 
woman came to him and wept 
bitterly. R' Aryeh did his best to 
console  the  woman,  but  she 
continued to weep.  
 After a long time, the 
woman said, “י  I am prepared ,ֶרבִּ
to    accept    your    words    of 
consolation,   but   there   is 
something in particular that 
troubles me. Please tell me, what 
happened to all my tears? I 
prayed  and  prayed  that  my 
husband   should   get   well.   I 
recited chapter after chapter of 
ים לִּ  .and shed countless tears ,ְתהִּ
What happened to them?” 
 R' Aryeh replied softly to 
the woman, “After 120 years, 
when your soul will return to 
Heaven,  you  will  see  how 
meaningful were all your prayers 
and tears. You will then see that 
 Himself gathered in and ד׳
counted every teardrop that you 
shed and treasured it like a 
priceless  gem.  You  will  then 
perceive   that   when   harsh 
decrees hovered over the Jewish 
people, it was your tears that 
washed away the evil and saved 

our people from danger. Even 
one sincere tear can be a source 
of salvation!” 
 When  R'  Aryeh  had 
finished, the woman began to 
shed  tears  anew  –  tears  of 
gratitude and hope.  
 Sometime later, the 
woman returned to the יק  and ַצדִּ
said, “י  remember what you ,ֶרבִּ
told me? Please tell it to me 
again.”  
 R' Aryeh touched the 
heart of this ה נָׁ  and many ,ַאְלמָׁ
others. Before יֹום טֹוב he would 
make a special point of visiting 
Rebbetzin Bengis and wish her a 
 ,He would explain ”.גּוט יֹום טֹוב“
“This woman used to entertain 
many guests during יֹום טֹוב when 
her husband was alive. In those 
days her home was full of joy. 
Now that her husband has 
passed away, she sits alone. Can 
you imagine her pain?” 
 My יד  is יֹום טֹוב ,ַתְלמִּ
coming,   a   time   of   joy   and 
happiness. Let us learn from R' 
Aryeh  to  share  the  joy  with 
others and reach out to those 
who need and make it a truly 
spiritual joy for all!  

רּוְך! ְכרֹו בָׁ י זִּ  ְיהִּ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִּ  ֶרבִּ

Story: Of Prayers and Tears (More Shabbos Stories — ArtScroll) 

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה not use the word ַהקֶֹּדׁש regarding the ָפרֶֹּכת 
when discussing an inadvertent sin committed by all of ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ   ?כְּ

2. Why would the word ֲאֶׁשר, when, in ֲאֶׁשר ָנִשיא ֶיֱחָטא, be related to 
ֵרי  ?fortunate ,ַאׁשְּ

1. When ְָּרֵאל ְַּלל ִיש ְּדּוָׁשה sins, the כ  is diminished in this world. However, if an ה׳ of ק
individual sins, even an individual as great as a כֵֹּהן ָגדֹול, the ְּדּוָׁשה  is not ה׳ of ק
affected (ָֹּרֶכת ְֵּני ַהפ  .(4:17 – ד״ה ֵאת פ

2. Any generation whose leader seeks atonement for “unintentional” sins is 
fortunate, for he will surely repent his intentional sins (ִׂיא  .(4:22 – ד״ה ֲאֶשר נָּש

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה not use the word ַהקֶֹּדׁש regarding the ָפרֶֹּכת 
when discussing an inadvertent sin committed by all of ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ   ?כְּ

2. Why would the word ֲאֶׁשר, when, in ֲאֶׁשר ָנִשיא ֶיֱחָטא, be related to 
ֵרי  ?fortunate ,ַאׁשְּ

1. When ְָּרֵאל ְַּלל ִיש ְּדּוָׁשה sins, the כ  is diminished in this world. However, if an ה׳ of ק
individual sins, even an individual as great as a כֵֹּהן ָגדֹול, the ְּדּוָׁשה  is not ה׳ of ק
affected (ָֹּרֶכת ְֵּני ַהפ  .(4:17 – ד״ה ֵאת פ

2. Any generation whose leader seeks atonement for “unintentional” sins is 
fortunate, for he will surely repent his intentional sins (ִׂיא  .(4:22 – ד״ה ֲאֶשר נָּש
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An edited selection of דֹול גָּ ת הַׁ בָּ   יֹוְצרֹות ְלשַׁ
ְילָּה לַׁ ֲחִצי הַׁ ְיִהי בַׁ   ּוְבֵכן וַׁ

And it (the redemption) was at midnight! 
You performed many miracles at night: At the beginning of the first 
watch on this night, to the (ַאְבָרָהם) ֵגר ֶצֶדק; You gave victory when the 
night was divided for him (in the battle against the four kings); You 
judged the king of (ַאִביֶמֶלְך) ְגָרר with death in his dream by night (when 
he took ָשָרה). You frightened the Aramean (ָלָבן) in the dark of night 
(when he chased ַיֲעֺקב). (ַיֲעֺקב) ִיְשָרֵאל fought and overcame an angel at 
night; The Egyptian firstborns You crushed at midnight. They didn’t find 
their money when they arose at night. You routed the army of ִסיְסָרא 
that was chased until the town  ֲחרֹוֶשת with the stars of the night (when 
he was chased by ָבָרק).The blasphemer (ַסְנֵחֶרב, who sent ַרְבָשֵקה to 
blaspheme ד׳) had planned to raise his hand against ְירּוָשַלִים; You 
embarrassed him by killing his army as they slept at night; the idol ֵבל 
and  its  pedestal  were  overthrown  in  the  dark  of  the  night;  to  the  
man (ָדִנֵיאל) in whom You delighted, the secret vision was revealed at 

night (the dream of the four exiles and the ְגאּוָלה ְשֵלָמה). He (ַבְלַשַצר) 
who became intoxicated drinking [together with his officers] from the 
vessels  stolen  from  the  ֵבית  ַהִמְקָדש  was  slain  on  that  very  night     
 who was rescued from the lions’ den and (ָדִנֵיאל) he ;(ָדִנֵיאל ה:ל)
interpreted the  dream  that  frightened  [Nebuchadnezzar]  at  night;  
the  Aggagite (ָהָמן) bore hatred in his heart and wrote letters [to 
destroy the Jewish nation] at night. You began the triumph [over ָהָמן’s 
wicked decree] by disturbing his king’s (ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש) sleep at night. The 
 ,is like being squeezed by a winepress; we call out: “Watchman ָגלּות
what of the night [when will the ָגלּות end]?” The Watchman said, 
“Morning is coming, but also the night! [Deliverance is at hand, but 
night will continue for the ְרָשִעים].” Bring closer ה׳’s day [of the coming 
of  ַָמִשיח], which is neither day nor night (ְזַכְרָיה יד:ו); ה׳, show that Yours 
is the day as well  as the night; The watchmen who mourn and pray for 
the restoration of ִציֹון all day and all night (ְיַשְעָיה סב:ו); Illuminate as 
with the light of the day [using the original light that was at the time of 
creation], the depth of the darkness of the night of the ָגלּות! 

Our international ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג 
contest for a 3rd year is starting 
this שבת: Learn at least 
three ֲהָלכֹות in ַסח ִקצּור in ִהְלכֹות פֶּ
ְלָחן ָערּוְך ַסח every day until שֻׁ  פֶּ
(preferably  together  with  an 
older ַחְברּוָתא, but this is not a 
requirement). The two practical 
ְלָחן ָערּוְך in ִסיָמִנים  totaling) ִקצּור שֻׁ
 chosen for the contest (ְסִעיִפים 23
are: ִסיָמן קי״ח ( ר  י״א  -ַהָכַנת ַהֵסדֶּ
ר ֵליל ) ִסיָמן קי״ט and (ְסִעיִפים ֵסדֶּ

ר  י״ב ְסִעיִפים -ֵסדֶּ ). If you are 
interested in joining this amazing 
program, please send a signed 
fax every week to 718 506 9633 
– include your grade, name, 
school, city, state, contact and 
fax #. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Due to various factors beyond 
our control, we apologize, but 
the winners of the international 
 contest and this ְשַנִים ִמְקָרא
international ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג 
contest, will receive their prize 
after  ַסח  .פֶּ
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This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored

Rav Avraham Chaim Brim arrived at a wedding. 
When the band members noticed him, they 

switched to one of Rav Brim’s favorite songs.

Rav Brim walked around the 
hall instead of leaving.

R’ Chaim persisted…

Finally, after the wedding was over, Rav 
Brim discovered the identity of the bachur.

The crowd was dancing with renewed joy…

The bachur on 
the stage just 

stopped singing.

What is the name of the 
bachur who was singing 

before I came in?

Rebbi, I didn’t even 
notice that there was 

someone singing.

Excuse me! Maybe you 
recall who the bachur 
was who was singing 

before I came in? Sorry, Rebbi, 
I was not really 

paying attention to 
the singing.

Please, I beg your 
forgiveness for the 

distress I caused when 
I came in.

What’s that? 
What does Rebbi 

mean? I wasn’t hurt at 
all by Rebbi’s arrival. 

The simcha was so 
much greater!
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 He .(nee Rokeach) הינדא ליבא נעמי and ר׳ מרדכי דוד to ירּושלים was born in זצ”ל Brim ר׳ ַאברהם חיים
learned in ישיבת עץ חיים and was a תלמיד מבהק of R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer זצ”ל. Later he was 
a בן בית and תלמיד מבהק of the חזֹון איׁש. In his youth, he and his brother ר׳ יהֹושע founded the 
Boyaner ּכֹולל. A few years after he married רחמה הינדל, the daughter of ר׳ ישראל Toisig, he 
became a ר״ם in (בני ברק) ישיבת סלּבֹודקה and (ירּושלים) ישיבת מיר. Later he founded ישיבת אהל יעקב 
 ,ירּושלים of Skver. Returning to ראׁש ישיבה He spent several years in America as .(בני ברק)
he founded the ּכֹולל משכן יֹוסף. He was known as an עֹובד ד׳ ,עּלּוי and with his founding of the

.in his time מרביצי ּתֹורה network, is considered one of the great שעּורי ּתֹורה

it doesn’t make it right 
just because everyone 

does it … please, I ask for 
your forgiveness and hope 
that I will be able to share 

in your simcha!

You were singing 
something else, and 

when I arrived you were 
interrupted in the middle 

of the song… Of course, I’m 
moichel… amein!

Rebbi, this is the 
way it always goes 

at chasunahs… 
nothing happened!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

When a person offers …                   יב י ַתְקרִּ ְקָרא ב:א( …)ְוֶנֶפׁש כִּ ַויִּ  
י. ָאַמר   ְנָחה? ָענִּ ְתַנֵדב מִּ י ַדְרכֹו ְלהִּ ְנָחה. מִּ לֺא ֶנֱאַמר ֶנֶפׁש ְבָכל ָקְרְבנֹות ְנָדָבה ֶאָלא ַבמִּ

יב ַנְפׁשֹו. ְקרִּ לּו הִּ י ָעָליו ְכאִּ  הקב״ה ַמֲעֶלה ֲאנִּ
 soul, was not used in reference to any voluntary offerings except ,ֶנֶפׁש
for the meal-offering. Whose practice is it to dedicate a meal-offering? 
A poor person. ד׳ said, “I consider it as if he offered his soul” (״י  .(ַרׁשִּ
 The ים  explains that the poor man, unable to scrape ַבַעל ַהטּורִּ
together the funds even for a bird offering, would try with every fiber 
of his ֶנֶפׁש, soul, to find a solution to be able to offer ד׳ the  ָןָקְרב  of even 
a small amount of flour and oil. The second of the three daily לֹות  is ְתפִּ
known as ְנָחה ָלה Why is it that we refer to the afternoon .מִּ ְנָחה as ְתפִּ  ?מִּ
What is the connection between this ָלה ְנָחהָקְרבָ  and the ְתפִּ ן מִּ ? 
 The ּנּוְך ְנָחה mentions two possible reasons for the term חִּ  in מִּ
reference to the  ְָנָחהָקְרב ן מִּ : It refers (1) to the small size of this 
offering compared to the ָקְרָבנֹות and means “a small gift,” or (2) in 
most cases it is brought to the ְקָדׁש  on a voluntary basis, and the ֵבית ַהמִּ
meaning is “a voluntary gift.”  
 Some ים ְנָחה connect ְמָפָרׁשִּ ַלת מִּ  to the first explanation of ְתפִּ
the ּנּוְך לֹות The shortest of all the .חִּ ָלה is the afternoon ְתפִּ  which is ,ְתפִּ
said in the middle of a work day. This ָלה  is like the small gift of the ְתפִּ
poor man. It is short. It is important to add that breaking away from 
work is not always easy and sometimes involves self-sacrifice. Similar 
to the small gift of the poor man, this additional self-sacrifice makes 
this brief ָלה ָלה the most precious ְתפִּ ְפֵתי  of the day (based on ְתפִּ שִּ
ים ְבָרכֹות כו:  .(ֲחָכמִּ

 Other ים ְנָחה explain the connection to ְמָפָרׁשִּ ַלת מִּ  based on ְתפִּ
the second explanation of the ּנּוְך  ”.the meaning of ”a voluntary gift ,חִּ
The two לֹות ית of ְתפִּ ית and ַׁשֲחרִּ  .are said when the day changes ַעְרבִּ
When night changes to day, we daven ית  and it brings an ַׁשֲחרִּ
atonement for any of the previous evening’s sins. When day changes 
to night, we daven יב  and it creates atonement for any of the ַמֲערִּ
previous day’s sins. We have already been granted atonement in the 
morning and will hopefully receive atonement in the evening. The 
ָלה ְנָחה of ְתפִּ  is of course obligatory, but is not as ‘necessary’ if we are מִּ
only seeking atonement. This ָלה  This .ד׳ represents our daily gift to ְתפִּ
is similar to “a voluntary gift” which shows our inner love for ד׳ (based 
on י ָפָרַׁשת ַחֵיי ָשָרה ד״ה  אֹו יֺאַמר  .(ְקדּוַׁשת ֵלוִּ
 On a similar note, the י ָיָקר ְנָחהָקְרבָ  explains that the ְכלִּ ן מִּ  is 
least likely to be brought for atonement for a sin, since it is brought by 
the poor and downtrodden, and they are least likely to sin. It is there-
fore listed at the end of all the ָקְרָבנֹות. 
 Using both these explanations we can now appreciate the 
importance of ְנָחה ַלת מִּ ָלה It may be a very short .ְתפִּ  but it shows  ,ְתפִּ
our inner love for ד׳ and involves self-sacrifice. The (ְבָרכֹות ו:) ְגָמָרא 
teaches that one should always be diligent regarding ְנָחה ַלת מִּ  ְתפִּ
because it is the most opportune time to be answered. This is learned 
from יא ָיהּו ַהָּנבִּ ְנָחה at ַהר ַהַכְרֶמל on ד׳ who approached ,ֵאלִּ  time מִּ
because he recognized the value of this time to daven. 

Adapted from: Insights into מצוה קטז  
from The Schottenstein Edition of ֵסֶפר ַהִחּנּוְך (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 in ֶעִטיל and ר׳ ִבְנָיִמין בֵײִניׁש was born to ר׳ ַאְרֵיה ֶלִוין ַזַצ״ל
Orlay (near Bialystok), Lithuania. Until age 12, he learned 
with his father, his uncle ר׳ עּוִזיֵאל and local ֶרֵבִיים. He then 

went to learn in ְיִׁשיַבת ְסלֹוִנים. After a year, he went to Slutsk, where he was 
a ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of the (ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ַיֲעֺקב ָדִוד ֶבן ְזֵאב) ִריְדַב״ז and ר׳ ִאיֶסר ַזְלַמן 
Meltzer. At age 16, he went to Halusk to learn under ר׳ ָברּוְך בֶער Lebovitz 
and was his ַחְברּוָתא. In 1902 he went to Volozhin. At the age of 19, with 
WWI looming, he traveled to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל. There, he met ר׳ ְצִבי ֶפַסח Frank, 
who arranged ר׳ ַאְרֵיה’s ִׁשּדּוְך with his niece, ַחָנה, daughter of ר׳ ָדִוד Shapiro. 
He became the  ַַמְׁשִגיח of ֵעץ ַחִיים and is remembered as the ַאִבי ְיתֹוִמים and 
loving father of the prisoners and the sick. 

 ט׳ ניסן
5645 — 5729 
1885 — 1969 

R' Aryeh Levin ַזַצל's legendary love for Jewish 
prisoners, especially those captured by the 
British for political crimes, was  ִנים ַכַמִים ַהפָּ
ִנים  He often risked his life. Once, he .ַלפָּ
even  threw  himself  in  front  of  the 
moving car of the High Commissioner to 
present his petition. In turn, once, when 
R' Aryeh was making a ַרְך בֵּ  for his ill ִמי שֶׁ
daughter, the prisoners started offering 
years of their own life, in lieu of ה קָּ  to be ,ְצדָּ
donated to her. Such is the true  ַכֺּח of ל אֵּ  !ַאֲהַבת ִיְשרָּ
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