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The study was patt of a large proj
ect directed by Professors Stanley 
Rothman and S. Robett Lichter and 
sponsored by the Research Institute 
of International Change at Columbia 
University, Smith College, and the 
Graduate Program in Science, Tech
nology, and Public Policy at George 
Washington University. 

In mid-1980, little more than a year 
after the accident at Three Mile 
Island, a detailed questionnaire on 

~ -- ~~---

energy issues was sent to a purely 
random sample of; (1 )scientists listed 
in American Men and Women of Sci
ence, (2) scientists in energy-related 
disciplines, and (3) scientists in fields 
closely related to nuclear energy. 

Asked how best to proceed with 
nuclear energy (see Table 1), an over
whelming majority from all groups felt 
that the nation should continue with 
the development of nuclear energy. 

Thble 1 
VIEWS OF SCIENTISTS ON HOW TO PROCEED 

WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Proceed rapidly 

Proceed slowly 

0 Halt development 

3 0 Dismantle plants 

Most felt we should proceed rapidly. 
This high level of support is echoed 

in Table 2, which notes positive atti-

Table 2 
SCIENTISTS' ATTITUDES ON NUCLEAR 

ENERGY ISSUES 

~I; ~$!!$/ <$; "5 ,,<l'. ., ., 
65% '75% 99% Risks acceptable 

Willing to locate 
69 80 98 nuclear plants in 

their cities 

Enough knowledge 
75 91 100 to solve nuclear 

problems 

tudes toward the acceptability of risk 
posed by nuclear plants; the scientists' 
personal willingness to have a nuclear 
plant located where they live; and 
the scientists' confidence that enough 
knowledge exists to solve the scien-



tific and technical problems posed 
by nucle-ar energy. 

Expanding the study 
Such positive results were somewhat 
surprising to the researchers. They 
decided to expand their study. This 
was a time when public concern was 
high and the nuclear regulatory envi
ronment was toughening consider
ably, so the researchers wondered 
whether decision makers in the 
nuclear field would be as wary of 
nuclear power plants as the man in 
the street. 

To find out, the researchers mailed 
questionnaires to top decision makers 
in seven different categories: 
• the nuclear power industry 
• the financial community 
• the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
• other regulatory agencies involved 

with nuclear energy 
• members of Congress who were 

involved with nuclear policy 
• outside experts (scientists, social 

scientists and consultants involved 
with nuclear energy issues) 

• groups with professed anti-nuclear 
views. 
The results were again surprising. 

As Thble 3 indicates, outside experts 
and financiers were as united in their 

Table 3 
POLICY PREFERENCES ON NUCLEAR 

DEVELOPMENT 

0% 93% 94% 65% 54% 40'Yo 69% ~~~d 

0 5 6 35 25 40 26 Proceed 
slowly 

33 2 0 0 8 20 5 
Halt 
development 

67 0 0 0 13 0 0 Dismantle 
plants 

support of nuclear energy develop
ment as were industry executives. 
The only significant opposition came 
from the heads of the anti-nuclear 
groups. A few members of Congress 
and some regulators also expressed 
opposition. (It should be noted that 
response from Congress was low in 
number.) 

Thble 4 reinforces the pattern. Major
ities of all decision-making sectors 
except the anti-nuclear groups be
lieved nuclear plants safe, the risks 
acceptable, the problems solvable, 
and they would be willing to live 
near a reactor. 

The questionnaire also sought to 
learn what potential problems within 
the industry were considered most 
serious. Most of the anti-nuclear groups' 
leaders rated most of the problems as 
"very serious." None of the problems 
was considered that serious by a major
ity of the other decision makers. Only 
high-level waste disposal was con
sidered very serious by a majority of 
persons within any of these seven 
groups. 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 
1982 has addressed this problem by 
establishing a procedure and a time
table leading to the safe disposal of 
nuclear waste. The concept of bury-

Table4 
GENERAL ATI'ITUDES TOWARD NUCLEAR 

ENERGY 

100% 2% 0% 4% 37% 25% 12% Risks 
unal-ceptabk 

0 94 61 72 60 43 74 
ery confident 

we can solve 
oblems 

100 2 0 7 28 28 5 

0 97 83 94 60 53 88 ·ouldlive 
ear reactors 

ing the waste in stable geological for
mations deep in the earth has been 
endorsed by the National Academy 
of Sciences. 

s11n.n."ce.s c~tn. \.Ve 
c ~:>vu:~ t 0.1111 

There was more agreement when the 
leaders were asked which energy 
sources would make the greatest con
tributions to our needs by the yea.r 
2000. The questionnaire listed 16 
possible sources ranging alphabeti
cally from biomass to wind power. 
As Table 5 illustrates, most groups 
viewed coal as the primary energy 
source, followed by oil and then 
either natural gas, nuclear fission, or 
conservation. The anti-nuclear groups 
are the only dissenters, rating con'ier
vation as their top choice, solar heat as 
a major contributor and dismissing 
nuclear fission altogether. No other 
group ranks conservation higher than 

fourth, expects such a significant 
contribution from solar heat, or 
writes off nuclear energy altogether. 

Table 5 
RESOURCES THAT WILL MAKE MAJOR 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR ENERGY NEEDS 

50 57 50 63 84 67 79 Oil 
42 44 41 34 48 52 67 Natural gas 

0 52 24 28 52 25 3 
Nuclear 
fission 

42 I 0 3 12 IO 2 Solar heat 

JOO 16 29 19 50 52 38 Conservation 

The researchers found it especially 
surprising that government agencies 
which frequently have been critical 
of nuclear energy were nevertheless 
looking to this resource for a large 
contribution. In fact, the other regu
lators' projection precisely matched 
that of the nuclear power industry. 

The debate continues over the risks 
and rewards of nuclear electricity. In 
the heat of the debate, it's easy to get 
the impression that almost everyone 
has turned against nuclear electricity. 
This study shows that such an impres
sion would be incorrect. 

All energy sources have problems
environmental, safety, reliability, cost. 
Perhaps someday we'll find a perfect 
energy source, but until then we must 
provide for America's energy needs 
with sources we can count on today. 

r-------------------------~ For a full report on the surveys discussed 
here, send for our free brochure, "Nuclear 
Electricity-Who Stands Where." Just fill 
out this coupon and maiJ it to: 

U.S. Committee for Energy Awareness 
P.O. Box 37012 
Washington. D.C. 20013 

i ADDRESS __________ _ 

I 

: CITY STATE ___ Z!P __ 
I 

: C1lQJ 
~-------------------------~ 
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VISITS 
WITH 

THE 
CHO FETZ 

CHAIM 

The Chofelz Chaim, with Rabbi 
Elchonon Wasserman (/eft}. 

-as seen by those 
who knew him, 
met him, and 

. spoke with him 
in the years just 
before his passing, 
fifty years ago. 

The Chafetz Chaim-Rabbi Yisroel Meir HaKohein 
i1'.:ji:l'i P"~ i'.:jt (559811838-569311933)-saint and sage, 
teacher and author, outspoken leader and humble Jew-was one 
of the most universally loved and revered Torah personalities of 
recent times. Even today, newly discovered anecdotes and sayings of 
the Chafetz Chaim continue to offer insight into his greatness. 
Indeed, in our current generation we have a number of people who 
had the enviable opportunity of meeting the Chofetz Chaim and 
catching glimpses of his personality, ranging from short-term 
visitors who were treated to fl,ashes of his kedusha and his wisdom, 
to his late son-in-law, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Yoseif Zaks 
'i'~t, widely recognized as a gadol in his own right, who was the 
right hand to the Chafetz Chaim and was his close companion and 
confidante during his final years in Radin. 

In the following pages we present several first-person reminis
cences of encounters with the Chafetz Chaim. 
Thr Jewish Observer I January, 1984 7 



The following is based on a letter to a talmid from the Radiner Rosh 
Ha Yeshiva, and from his talks taped by the Yeshiva on various 
Y ahrzeit gatherings of the Chafetz Chaim. 

Like a "Malach'' -Yet in This World 

TO My DEAR T ALMJD, 
Your wish to comprehend the greatness of my saintly 

father-in-law, the Rebbe of all Kial Yisroel, ri:i;:i; v''~ ;:ii is 
like seeking to understand the various angels, be it a 
Malach or a Saraf. The Mesilas Yeshorim describes such a 
person (Chapter 26), "One who is holy and clings con
stantly to G-d, his soul travelling in channels of truth, 
with love and awe for his Creator-such a person is as 
one walking before G-d in the land of the living. While 
with us, in this world, such a person is considered a 
Tabernacle, a Sanctuary, an Altar .... even his physical 

THE JEWISH OBS ER VER Rcknowledges with grntitude the Yeshiva Chafetz 
Chaim of R1,1din, in Monsey, New York, for making the above material available, and 
Eliyahu Shmuel Berney for his editorial assistance in preparing ii for 
publication. 
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The Radiner 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva 
Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Yosef Zaks 
n~i~7 P"1l i~i 
Remembers 
His Saintly 
Father-in-Law 

actions, such as eating and sleeping, are holy. His con
suming of food is similar to the offering of a sacrifice. 
Such a person is literally considered as if he is united 
with the celestial Angels, while yet in this world." 

In our generation and with our own eyes, we have 
had the great privilege to witness how my saintly 
father-in-law was a living exemplification of the first 
passage of the Shulchan Aruch, which states that a person 
must always picture himself as though he is standing 
before Hashem, for G-d's presence fills the Earth. His 
every movement, his every thought was to serve his 
Creator. When he would write a letter, be it for the 
Yeshiva or a personal note, he would say Leshem Sha
mayim for the sake of G-d." Even when he slipped on his 
shoes in the morning or when he set out for the bath
house, he would whisper "Leshem Shamayim"! 

With every word that he uttered, with every physical 
gesture, he taught us the Torah way of life. 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1984 
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The Chofrtz Chaim: author . . 

Humility and Self-Awareness 

He was unusually shrewd; yet, in contrast, simple in 
his trust in G-d. Sometimes he seemed so humble that 
one might !hink that he was totally unaware of his own 
greatness. By contrast, I'd heard him say, "If only all of 
Kial Yisroel were here in this room! I'd tell them thus and 
thus!" It may be difficult to imagine such humility to be 
consistent with this willingness to assume authority. 
Examining his seforim, however, one can see both ele
ments: self-effacement almost to the point of total self
negation, yet the belief in his abilities to decide on hala
chic matters, great and small. How?-Both were in 
fulfillment of G-d's command. 

It is most important to note that he seldom revealed 
his motives, and then, only to those closest to him. Even 
when he gave some reason, he was usually concealing 
more than he was revealing. He once confided in me, "If 
I specify why I would like to see something done, my 
reason will only generate an argument with someone 

* I once heard him remark, "I did a great favor for Kial Yisrorl by 
preparing the Sefer Chofefz Chaim. Without knowing the pertinent hala
chos, people simply wouldn't be able to say a word for they'd have to 
worry if they were transgressing laws of lash on hara (slander) or rec hi/us 
(tale-bearing). These are Torah prohibitions and one must be string
ent with them when in doubt." 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1984 

who sees things differently; and you know how I des
pise disputes!" 

The Man and the Sefer: Two Wonders 

The Sefer Chafetz Chaim on lashon hara was universally 
admired as a classic halacha work, drawing together far
flung notes from the entire Oral Law-truly a type of 
scholarship associated with earlier times.* As wondrous 
as this compendium of laws is, the Chafetz Chaim, as a 
living representative of its principles, was even more 
wondrous. 

Throughout his long life, the Chafetz Chaim was 
active in communal affairs and in helping individuals
calling conferences, attending meetings, arbitrating bit
ter disputes, helping the desperately poor-forever 
interacting with others; yet, remarkably, he was careful 
not only in regard to speaking lashon hara, but also 
avoided listening to lashon hara. In fact, he often said to 
me, "All my life I succeeded in refraining from avak lashon 
hara"-(literally, "dust of slander," referring to remarks 
that might cause others to infer slanderous implica
tions)-a trap that the Talmud describes as just about 
unavoidable. 

First the public at large knew of him through his Sefer 
Chafetz Chaim. Then people came to know him as a per-

.•• ,~, ,,,;1111g ::t·o~"i""nnron~,,)"1''''ff'""""'~ 
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son, and they discovered that the author and the book 
were one and the same, inseparable. 

Working for Kial 

Laboring for Torah, strengthening religious obser
vance, or working for any communal matters, the Cho
fetz Chaim frequently said, requires three conditions: 
First, he must view the situation with a special sense of 
urgency-as though nothing exists except the task at 
hand, that he alone is charged with doing it, and that it 
can only be done on that day. 

Second, he should act with the utmost alacrity, Here 
he referred to Boaz's settling the affairs of Ruth. As 
Naomi said: "The man [Boaz] will not rest unless he 
settles the matter today" (Ruth 3, 18), Boaz only lived 
one day after his marriage to Ruth, which produced the 
grandfather of David the King. The House of David and 
Moshiach would never have come into existence if not for 
Boaz's swift actions. 

Third, dedication to the cause must be to the point of 
mesiras nefesh-at risk of life and limb. How often, in spite 
of old age and frail health, the Chofetz Chaim traveled 
to Vilna to consult with Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski 
on pressing issues! . , . until Reb Chaim Ozer begged of 
me to do my best to restrain him from making these 
trips: Reb Chaim Ozer claimed that he could not with
stand the relentless pressure of the pleas of the Chafetz 
Chaim, whose fervor leapt like a burning, restless 
flame. 

Ready to Die for the Cause 

The day never passed that the Chafetz Chaim did not 
bemoan the tragic situation of Russian Jewry. After 
struggling to maintain his Yeshiva in post-revolutionary 
Russia for several years, he returned to the relative 
safety of Radin, yet he always regretted this move. He 
described the Communist regime as the only govern
ment with an ideology based on kefira, denial of G-d. 

The Russian government was actually in a declared 
war against G-d, constituting a public Chilul Hashem of 
the first order. "Instead of fleeing," he often said, "we 
should have revolted against the regime, and fought 
them tooth and nail. Of course, we were insignificant in 
number and strength, but when facing a spiritual 
threat, we are expected to throw caution to the wind, 
and ignore practical considerations. Then G-d also 
transcends the' natural order' and performs miracles, as 
He did for the Chashmonaim of the Chanuka episode, 

*He often elaborated that only when Jews are confronted with a 
physical threat, should they assess their strength to see if they are 
capable of military victory; if they are inferior in number-as in the 
time of Mordechai and Esther facing Haman-they should resort to 
the power of prayer and not engage in military confrontation. 

*'*The events of the meeting and its successful outcome have been 
detailed elsewhere. For example, see the ArtScroll-T or ah Umesorah 
Publication: The Story of the Chafetz Chaim. 
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Visiting the Prime Minister: 
The Chofdz Chaim. The Gerer Rehbe. 

delivering the many into the hands of the few, the 
mighty into the hands of the weak* We had no right to 
abandon the fate of three million souls to the Bol
sheviks!-When mesiras nefesh is demanded, an assured 
victory is not one of the considerations." 

This unfulfilled demand seemed to haunt him, as was 
evident ten years later, when the Chafetz Chaim led a 
delegation that also consisted of the Belzer Rebbe and 
the Gerrer Rebbe to Warsaw to intervene on behalf of 
the integrity of Torah education with Prime Minister 
Bartel. The Polish government had planned to take 
control of chadorim and yeshivas, which could have been 
the death knell for Torah chinuch. The Chofetz Chaim 
felt that this meeting with Bartel was a second chance 
for him to demonstrate mesiras nefesh, and if he would not 
succeed in having the decree rescinded with his pleas, he 
was ready to defy the government-at the cost of his 
life, if need be!, .. Before entering the Prime Minister's 
chamber, the Chofetz Chaim turned to the Gerer 
Rebbe, and asked him," Are you ready to give away your 
life for this cause?"** 

Replied the Rebbe: "I am ready!" 

The Ways of Providence 

"H ow great are Your deeds, Oh G-d, Your thoughts 
are exceedingly profound" (Tehillim 92, 6). The Chofetz 
Chaim explained "G-d's great deeds" as referring to the 
wonders of creation, and "exceedingly profound 
thoughts" to His conduct of the World's affairs. "The 
latter," said the Chofetz Chaim, "is more profound than 
Creation itself, according to David Hamelech'sdescription. 
People complain that they do not understand G-d's 
ways, and they question His conduct of affairs. And I 
say that G-d's ways are so profound that they are 
always beyond the comprehension of a simple being of 
flesh and blood. The surprise is that we are able to grasp 
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anything whatsoever of G-d's chessed with His creatures. 
If one truly tries, and examines events with a perceptive 
eye, he can detect the Hand of G-d in worldly events. 
The world is not hefka ... It has not been abandoned to 
chance." 

The Chafetz Chaim often told the story. "Dobbie, a wagon 
driver, who rented out a cottage to a poor widow and her 
orphaned child. In the middle of a very cold winier, she was 
short of money lo pay the rent, so Dobbe simply pushed in the 
collage's /hatched roof and evicted woman and child, sending 
them out into the snow. I wondered what punishment was 
awaiting this man. 'My anger will burn, and I will kill him,' 
the pasuk says. G-d, Father of orphans and widows, would 
surely nol let the matter rest . .. 1 waited over thirty years, 
until Dobbe was bit by a rabid dog in the middle of a winier. 
Dobbe went insane. howling in the nigh/ like a mad dog, 
dying a slow and painful death. G-d may wail, bu/ He collects 
His due." 

Who else connected this bizarre death with a brutal 
act of a third of a century before? 

Ready for Moshiach 

"W hen Moshiach comes," the Chofetz Chaim would 
ask a kohein, "and the Beis Hamikdash is rebuilt, are you 
prepared to perform your assignments as a kohein? Don't 
expect Eliyahu to teach you the order of korbanos! He11 
only clear up your difficulties after you've studied." 

The Chofetz Chaim once urged a ta/mid who was a 
kohein to study Kadoshim in preparation for Moshiach's 
imminent coming, while the la/mid wanted to study 
Shabbos. He argued, "What will you do when someone 
comes to you as a kohein, and asks you to bring his korban 
for having unwittingly violated a /av (negative com
mand)?" 

"First the person will have to clarify whether or not 
he is guilty of this transgression. That's why we're 
studying Shabbos-to inform him correctly if he truly 
violated the law." 

"Unnecessary," said the Chofetz Chaim. "For that 
you11 consult the Mishnah Berurah"-which he had 
written. 

He was utterly convinced that we were on the very 
threshold of Moshiach's coming, and his enthusiasm for 
encouraging the study of korbanos continually found 
expression in numerous ways. Since study of Kadoshim 
(the parts of the Talmud that deal with the sacrificial 
order in the Beis Hamikdash) was a rarity even in yeshivos, 
he published Torah Ohr, a pamphlet calling for study of 
Kadoshim as well as Erelz Yisroel-related mifzvos that would 
be widely applicable after Moshiach comes. He also pub
lished all sorts of scholarly works to aid this study, 
ranging from Asifos Zekeinim, an anthology of classic 
commentaries that he had prepared; hitherto unpub
lished manuscripts, such as the Shaagas Arye's commen
tary on Yoma and the Vilna Gaon's glosses on Taras 
Kohanim, to which he added his own explanatory com
ments; Likutei Halachos, which cites the Gemora's conclu-
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sions in accordance with the Rambam's decisions, with 
his own most remarkable commentary, Zevach Todah. In 
addition, he founded a kollel of young married men, 
dedicated to the study of Kadoshim, which I had the 
privilege of heading during the decade before World 
War JI. 

"How Many Kohanim in Brisk?" 

The Chofetz Chaim wrote: "We must therefore do 
our utmost to prepare ourselves with knowledge of 
Kadoshim and the Beis Hamikdash-this is especially in
cumbent on Kohanim and Leviim ... but even other Jews, 
learned in Torah, should be expert in this area, so as to 
serve as consultants to Kohanim. Indeed, I've sent out 
questionnaires to rabbis asking them how many Koha
nim live in their respective cities: how many are scholars, 
how many can study independently, how many 'under
stand learning' but are in need of teachers before they 
can apply their studies to actual situations." -from a 
proclamation issued in Spring 1927. 

When these letters were dispatched, his sister's son
in-law, Rabbi Mordechai Ber, asked the Chofetz Chaim 
if his letter might have the undesirable side-effect of 
provoking a Chilul Hashem by exposing how far removed 
our generation is from this involvement. 

"No! No!" he protested. "We must prepare for 
Moshiach!" 

Interestingly, the most detailed response came from 
Rabbi Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik, the Brisker Rav, doc
umenting the precise number of Kohanim in Brisk that 
were gedolei Torah, how many were acknowledged scho
lars ... how many potential teachers there were in Brisk 
capable of instructing the Kohanim. how many of these 
would expect a salary, how many would teach for 
nothing ... how many Kohanim were meyuchasim (of defi
nite priestly parentage), how many were of assumed 
yichus . ... 

The Chofetz Chaim's Real World 

So firm was the Chofetz Chaim's emunah, his faith in 
G-d, that he was impatient when listening to proofs of 
G-d's existence, they were so patently superfluous. • 
Whenever he spoke of kedusha, such as when citing the 
pasuk: "You shall be holy because I, G-d, am holy," he 
would smack his lips and say, "It is sweeter than honey!" 
• When speaking of tum'a, defiled objects, he would 
become nauseous• I often overheard him in direct con
versations with G-d, talking to Him in Yiddish: "You 
always listen to my tefillos. please listen to me again this 
time."• Whenever he spoke of prophecy, one could see 
his intense yearning for the spiritual attainment it 
represented. In fact, to him one of the worst tragedies of 
p'sul mishpacha was that it created an insurmountable 
barrier to achieving prophecy.• He frequently quoted 
the passage from Avos: "One hour of repentance and 
good deeds in this world is worth more than all of the 

11 

I 
• 

I 

• 



The Beis Hamidrash in Radin: The Chofetz Chaim worked on the Mishnah 
Berurah in fhe room al upper right. 

World-to-Come." He would then follow with a number 
of meshalim and parables. "In one minute well-spent," he 
would add, "one can become an eved Hashem-a servant 
of G-d. With all the joys the World-to-Come brings, one 
cannot do anything further there to achieve this status." 

Fool's Dirt, Wise Man's Gold 

My saintly father-in-law was ever aware of the poten
tial for mitzva fulfillment in everything he did. As he put 
it, "A fool makes dirt from gold, while a wise man 
converts dirt into gold. Are you aware of the golden 
opportunities that surround you?" 

We had just stepped down from a wagon ride, and after I 
paid the driver, I noticed that he was displeased. "I tipped the 
man well," 1 assured him. 

"Fine," he replied, "but what did you have in mind?" 
I did not reply . ... 
"Do you know how many mitzvos you fulfilled? 'On the 

same day you shall pay him' . .. 'Give sustenance to your poor 
brother' . .. and so many more. And you paid him so casually, 
without thinking of the mffzvos you were fulfilling!" 

"God Imparts His Secrets to Those Who Fear Him" 

Once, when he seemed to be in a joyful frame of 
mind-I believe it was on Simchas Torah-I challenged 
him: "They say that you possess Ruach Hakodesh (Divine 
Spirit, endowing him with extra-sensory knowledge)." I 
then presented him with a llst of occurrences of the past 
week that had all involved familiarity with facts that he 
could not possibly have known under ordinary circum
stances. "Baruch Hashem," he replied evasively, "G-d 
granted me a logical mind." 

Many-a-time, the Chofetz Chaim commented, "When 
Moshiach comes, I'll not push up front; I11 stand at the 
side. He11 be saying Torah thoughts regarding the Beis 
Hamikdash and Korbanos, and I'm afraid 111 be shamed by 
my ignorance." 
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By contrast, he expressed an astonishing familiarity 
whenever he spoke about Eliyahu Hanavi. He fre
quently said, without trepidation, "When Eliyahu comes, 
111 ask him thus-and-thus." He even ended his personal 
tzava'a-his will-with, "This is only if Eliyahu Hanavi 
will not come. If he does, then, of course, we11 follow his 
counsel in everything." He did not shrink from: "Who 
can stand before Him for He is a purifying fire" (Malachi 
3). There he was confident, for fear of G-d is a shield 
from this fury; yet he quaked in his sense of inadequacy 
in Torah knowledge! 

Once, at a Pesach seder, he rose to his feet when he 
filled the Cup of Elijah. I asked him why he did so, and he 
deftly changed the subject. Did he see something beyond our 
perception? 

A Life Style of Material Austerity and Spiritual Wealth 

The Money-Life-Torah Equation 

A frequent theme in the Chofetz Chaim's writings is 
his call for refraining from unnecessary expenses: 
"A person's income is allotted to him one year at a time," 
Talmud, Rosh Hashana-to which Rashi adds, "Therefore 
one should refrain from spending more." •.. "This is the 
curse of our times, for unfortunately, many people violate 
this cautionary note, do not budget their expenses ... resort 
to dishonesty and are ultimately shamed." (Chofetz Chaim in 
Biyur Halacha, 529, I) 

His primary objection, however, was one that he 
often repeated: "Luxury items require money, which in 
turn can only be gained through devoting extra time to 
earning the money. Now, time is a segment of life, and 
life used for making money is life taken from Torah 
study. One hour of this world devoted to Torah and 
good deeds is worth more than all of the World-to
Come-and we exchange such a value-laden hour for 
decorations and frills!" 

My saintly father-in-law expected his children to 
adhere to this same standard, spurning luxuries, living a 
life of material austerity, favoring spiritual wealth 
instead. He once blessed me on Yorn Kippur Eve: "Reb 
Mendel, may Hashem help you that you not become 
wealthy!" A man standing next to me stepped back in 
horror: "Rebbe! What are you doing?" 

He replied, reassuring the man, "May G-d grant you 
what ever you wish, but I choose to bless him (my 
son-in-law) with that which I want for myself." 

Decorations From the Gemora 

He once visited one of his grandchildren, and noticing 
curtains, commented, "l see Gemora folios on the win
dows," and refused to enter the house for over a year ... 
Taking note of carpets on another floor, he said, "When 
I enter that room, I feel as though I am treading on 
Gemora pages." 

When a wooden floor was installed in his simple 
cottage, he swallowed his objections, but he insisted 
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The Chofefz Chaim's home. 

By the same token, he praised his sister Mat1e for her 
earthen floors. "Isn't it cleaner to have wooden planks 
on the floor?" his close la/mid, Hagaon Hakadosh Rabbi 
Elchonon Wasserman, protested. 

"My dear Reb Chona," he answered, "if it were so, the 
Avos and the rabbis of the Talmud, who put such stress 
on cleanliness, would have insisted on stone floors, or 
whatever material was available to them." He then cited 
a number of references to underscore his point. 

When the Rebbitzen pointed out that the home of 
Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, revered head of the 
Vilna Beis Din, was furnished with draperies on the 
windows, the ChofetzChaim replied, "Don't you realize 
that Reb Chaim Ozer is Prince of the Jewish People? 
'Elevate him from amongst his brothers'-it says, so 
he's forced to endure these luxuries, even though it's 
contrary to his wishes. But I, Baruch Hashem-I am an 
ordinary person and have no need for all that." 

He once confided in me, "Until 5655 (1895), I wore a 
sheepskin coat, but once I achieved prominence, I was 
afraid of the possibility of Chilul Hashem, so I had a pellz 
made-a cloth coat with fur-lining." Then he told me, 
with deep admiration and a touch of envy, how Reb 
Nachum Horodner had a peasant's jacket-a sheep-skin 
peltz'l-which he wore on winter days, used as a cover on 
cold nights, rolled up under his head as a pillow, used as 
a basket to haul groceries when necessary .... " 

No Silver Case 

He had no silver in his house-not his Chanuka men
ora, nor his spice box, nor his esrog box. The candlesticks 

* One of his motives, it seemed, was to keep his home open to all 
visitors at all times, including the poor wayfarers with mud on their 
boots, who might hesitate to enter if it involved the risk of tracking up 
his polished floors. They'd enter without hesitation if the floors did 
not shine. 
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used for Shabbos were brass. The only exception was an 
heirloom silver wine goblet, which he used for Kiddush. 
This was a wedding gift to me from Hagaon Hakadosh 
Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman, who had received it as a 
gift from his father-in-law, Rabbi Meir Atlas, who had 
received it upon his marriage from his own father-in
law, who had received it .... 

Private Restraint, Communal Glory 

Benches were used in the Chofetz Chaim's home 
rather than chairs. "So many people can sit on one 
bench," he explained. "Two legs hold up the plank, and 
support several people.Why does each person need four 
legs?" Other times he elaborated, "G-d's throne is not 
complete until Amalek is defeated: ... ;ip D~ 7V ~· ·~ How 
can we sit so royally on grand chairs?" 

The Chofetz Chaim once explained that in our golus 
situation G-d contains His Glory; it is only fitting, then, 
that we exercise restraint in our private lives. In com
munal endeavors, which reflected K'vod Hashem and the 
Torah's glory, however, money was never a considera
tion. The yeshiva in Radin was housed in the town's 
finest building-a 50,000 ruble structure, an immense 
sum in those days. Similarly, the local mikva, as well as all 
other mikvaos he had had a hand in building, were hand
some, finely furnished structures. 

Yeshivas Chofelz Chaim. 

Where's Your Head? 

When a member of the family was excited over a new 
pair of rather elegant shoes, the Chofetz Chaim chided 
her, "Instead of putting your head into your shoes, you 
ought to put it into Torah." 

"Involvement in material pursuits can't help but 
deflect a person's thinking and efforts from Torah 
study," he often said. 

He was deeply distressed when he received 3,000 zlotys at 
once, as royalties for his seforim. 

"Why do I need all this money? When Resh Lakish died, 
his entire estate consisted of a bunch of vegetables, and he cried, 
'This is the fulfillment of the curse, 'They leave their weallh lo 
others' (Gillin 4 7 )!" 

The Chofelz Chaim then embarked on a vigorous schedule 
of Kial activities, publishing a number of important pam
phlets, and so on, until every last zloty was spent. 
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Unfinished Meals and Broken Buttons 

The Chofetz Chaim had no interest in physical plea
sures. Before a meal, he would say, "Let's take care of 
the eating (lomir oppattern dem essen)." He would invariably 
compliment his Rebbitzen on her cooking, and then 
quietly push away the dish. I once asked him if he is 
keeping "the Raavad"s fast."• Said he," And if I do?" 

He once commented on the Aggada: When Moshe Rab
beinu ascended on high to receive the Torah, the Malachim 
asked. "What is a mortal doing here?" ""They were not 
challenging Moshe's greatness. Rather. they knew that he was 
destined lo bring the Torah down to the people and become 
involved in their petty disputes. Eventually. Moshe will be 
thinking like them, they argued. just as a kindergarten teacher 
who is occupied in the children"s world of little objects and 
broken buttons soon becomes a captive of their level of thinking. 

"We must avoid this frap," he continued. "G-d gave us His 
Torah in which to immerse ourselves. How foolish to let one's 
mind become enmeshed in material concerns and become a 
captive of broken buttons and insignificant objects, after which 
one will never be able lo plumb the depths or see the light of 
Torah."" 

"His Seal is Truth" 

The Chofetz Chaim emphasized time and again that 
since Truth is G-d's seal, anything lacking in truth is 
repulsive to Him-the Torah does not warn us to keep 
our distance from anything, except: "Keep far from a 
falsehood" (Shemos 23,7)-and it was repulsive to the 
Chofetz Chaim, as well: Once a person was relating 
something that the Chofetz Chaim suspected was not 
true; his face reddened, he trembled, and began to weep. 

When an important delegation visited the Yeshiva in 
Radin, one of the members said, "I was here before, as you 
undoubtedly remember.'" 

"'I'm sorry,·· the Chafetz Chaim replied. '"but I'm gelling 
older and I don"t remember things as well as I used lo.·· 

A member of the household interjected, recalling the inci
dent when they had met. and that the Chafetz Chaim surely 
remembers . .. but the Chafetz Chaim stuck with his original 
apology. 

The family member later explained that he had meant the 
Yeshiva's benefit in presenting the situation as though he did 
recall the previous meeting. "The Y eshiva"s benefit,'" said the 
Chafetz Chaim, "is not one of the circumstances permitting 
deviation from the truth.'" 

Do Mouth and Heart Concur? 

He once explained: "Eisav used the power of speech to 
entice and entrap others, but Yaakov was simple and 
direct-an ish tam. Rashi elaborates on this description: 
[Yaakov was] not expert in Eisav's ways, but [the utter
ings of] his mouth concurred with his heart. A person 
who doesn't mean what he says is a flatterer, a liar, and a 
cheat." 
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The Chofetz Chaim's precision in expression touched 
on many other areas as well: "Never describe a situation 
as being bad," he once remarked. "Since everything G-d 
does is for the good, we have no right to call something 
'bad' simply because we fail to comprehend its benefit to 
us. Bitter, yes; that's a matter of perception. But never 
bad." 

The Chafetz Chaim expected his family to conform 
to his standard of precision in expression, as an aspect of 
truthfulness. He once requested a family member to 
check over some newly printed seforim-he checked 
every single sefer for misprints or faulty binding, before 
it was released for distribution. 

The family member begged off-"l'm very busy now, 
but tonight 111 be free. I can handle a hundred for you 
then." That night she found exactly one hundred 
volumes on her table, and a waiting Chofetz Chaim .... 

On the other hand, we saw his greatness in halacha 
when his attention was once called to a match between 
an orphaned girl from Radin and a young man, made 
with the understanding that she was related to the 
Chafetz Chaim. When questioned about this, he said 
that yes, she was a relative. A family member later 
asked him about this-since she definitely was not 
related. "We're dealing here with the possibility of mar
rying off a yesoma (orphan), and if it all depends on her 
being related to us, then !11 rely on the assumption that 
all Jews are somehow related to one another. She's our 
kin.'1 

The Chofetz Chaim: In Public and In Private 

The public Chofetz Chaim was identical to the private 
Chofetz Chaim. Whether he was on a podium facing 
thousands or in a room with his family, he spoke simply, 
directly 1 and without pretensions. He never assumed 
oratorial flourishes, nor did he deliver drashos (sermons) 
just for the sake of sermonizing-he only said what was 
required to instruct or inspire for the occasion. 

Many times he stressed that in his seforim, he only 
wrote what was universally required, nothing beyond 
the basic requirements of Torah law-no extra strin
gencies. By contrast, we personally witnessed how his 
own conduct went far beyond the requirements of 
halacha. 

I once asked him if a Maggid or a Mashgiach in a yeshiva 
may promote standards that he personally does not live 
up to, or attempt to inspire people to heights that he has 
yet to attain. "A person must be especially cautious in 
religious matters to avoid inaccuracies," he replied. "The 
ruling, G-d despises words of falsehood, would especially 
render his pleas ineffective. The only way to urge people 
to strive for an ideal you yourself also lack is to include 
yourself among those who are being addressed. G-d's 
gift to Jewry is that special skill He gave them-the 
power of speech. We must avoid misusing it or defiling 
it in any way, but make sure to use it effectively for 
Torah and lefilla." 

This was the Chofetz Chaim-in word and in deed. '.T 
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Based on an address by RABBI SHIMON SCHWAB 
H"~.,?~ at the 6 lst Annual Convention of Agudath Israel of 
America.* Rabbi Schwab is Rav of K'hal Adath Jeshurun in 
Washington Heights, New York. 

Only One Concern? 

We live in times of terrible crises, political and spirit
ual. In spite of temporary lulls, Kial Yisroelhas hardly any 
dependable friends in the entire world. Think of the 
yishuv in Erelz Yisroel, which is surrounded by hostile 
nations, whose lack of unity is all that prevents them 
from destroying the Jewish nation; think of the millions 
of Jews in Russia whose last spark of Yiddishkeil has been 
all but extinguished, held captive by a regime that 
refuses to let them out; think of all the other Jews in all 
the other lands, threatened by physical intimidation or 
spiritual annihilation. And think of the Jews in America, 
where one can learn Torah without disturbance, and 
the colossal spiritual crisis we are experiencing in this 
land of unfettered freedom. 

Here we are-a thousand people, gathered together 
to address the problems facing Kial Yisroel and speak of 
the Chafetz Chaim who left this world over fifty years 
ago. Shivering in a spiritual freeze, groping in the dark
ness of our time-do we have nothing else on our minds 
but the Chafetz Chaim? 

This brings to mind the humble Jew standing outside 
on a cold winter night to be mekadesh levana, blessing the 

* supplemented by a personal interview with Rabbi Schwab. 
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new moon, saying a tefilla ii)::l'7i1 no'J£l nK'7o'7 i"il' "May it 
be Your will ... to fill the flaws of the moon." Does he 
have no other worries, nothing else to pray for? This 
Jew, who has no source of livelihood, is shivering on a 
dark night, and his only request to G-d is that He 
restore the moon to its original fullness! And, indeed, he 
need have no other worries, because when G-d does fill 
this flaw, it will be the time of Moshiach when the light of 
the moon will be like that of the sun ... and then, all of 
his problems will be resolved. 

We too may do well to concern ourselves with the 
Chafetz Chaim. Would we members of the Jewish 
world be worthy of it, we would again be privileged to 
have a Chafetz Chaim in our midst, fulfilling in our days 
the tefi/la, "Restore our judges as before" -meaning one 
great tzaddik and gaon whom the whole world, not only 
segments of it, recognizes for his greatness! Under his 
leadership, all of our problems would indeed be re
solved. 

The Insatiable Hunger 

The widespread interest in the Chafetz Chaim that 
prevails in our community is undoubtedly an expression 
of the spiritual thirst that distinguishes us as a people 
(Sanhedrin 76b). A Jew can never be satiated with the 
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spiritual creations of mankind, but remains thirsty for 
genuine fear of G-d and for fulfillment of His mitzvos. 
Some of us may not be aware of the nature of the thirst 
that plagues us, for we have a husk around our soul. But 
under the husk throbs a yearning that proclaims 
c•p'7K'7 'tu~l ~KO~-my soul thirsts for G-d. Thus a thou
sand Jews come together to hear about the Chafetz 
Chaim who passed away more than fifty years ago
because of a hunger that can never be stilled. 

Not A Legacy of "Hanhagos" 

What can we learn from the Chafetz Chaim? 
I once had the privilege to visit the Chafetz Chaim in 

Radin, and from there I went directly to Vilna where I 
met Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski. He asked me, 
"What do you say about the Chafetz Chaim?" 

I was astounded at his question: "What have I to say 
about the Chofetz Chaim? It's not for me to comment 
about the lzaddik hadar-the outstanding saint of our 
times!" 

Reb Chaim Ozer sighed, "You too? Indeed, he is 
outstanding as a tzaddik, but he is an even greater gaon 
than he is a tzaddik, which you did not recognize." As an 
example of the Chafetz Chaim's gaonus, Reb Chaim 
Ozer pointed to the n:i7n i~N~:l, printed as part of the 
Mishnah Berurah, which he said has no equal in the last 
hundred years. 

Thus the Chafetz Chaim was both the tzaddik hadar 
and the gaan hador. But his tzidkus was of a different 
generation. His hanhagos, his daily practices, do not con
stitute a message for this generation. We can marvel at 
them and be inspired by the greatness they represent, 
but they are beyond us: In his humility, he did not wear 
rabbinical garb. He wore a cap like a simple Jew; on 
Shabbos when he spoke to the crowd, his cap covered his 
eyes so you could not see them."" The austerity in his 
home was so severe that he did not have chairs in his 
house, only benches. This is not our legacy. This the 
Chofetz Chaim packed up and took along with him to 
Gan Eden, as did the other tzaddikim of earlier times. The 
message that he left for us is the product of his gaonus, 
and this can be found in his sefarim and his holy words: 
The Mishnah Berurah, the Chafetz Chaim, the Shmiras 
HaLashon-this is the Chofetz Chaim's legacy. 

The Legacy of Learning 

No home where Torah is studied is without a Mishnah 
Berurah. The pages are bent, a little torn, with notes 
written on the margins. By contrast, the Chafetz Chaim is 
still nicely bound, hasn't been touched since the owner's 

"' His family explained that when he became older, the Chofetz 
Chaim became physically smaller, and his old cap no longer fit him. 
He refused the family's offers to buy him a new cap-the old one was 
still in fine shape. With some paper in the lining, it could still fit well. 
On Shabbos, however, the Chofetz Chaim removed the paper, and the 
hat tended to slide over his eyes. NW 
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Bar Mitzva when the owner received it as a gift. That is 
what we suffer from .... 

We are experiencing a great awakening in Torah 
study, as is evident in Oaf Hayomi, involving tens of 
thousands of Jews through group shiurim, radio and 
telephone lectures; in the Klausenberger Rebbe's Mifal 
Hashas which is inspiring yeshiva students to strive for 
bekius-encyclopedic knowledge of the Talmud. May 
Hashem grant us the strength to continue this hisorrerus, 
this awakening, to act on it, and to apply it to our daily 
lives. 

But shouldn't this include Chafetz Chaim and Shmiras 
HaLashan? Marking this 50th Yahrzeit of the Chofetz 
Chaim should inspire all Torah Jews to undertake the 
study of a fixed portion from Sefer Chafetz Chaim every 
day, and then on the following day to review the old 
passages and study another section. Then the thirsty 
soul of the Yid would be refreshed with new knowledge, 
new inspiration, new guidance .... The Chofetz Chaim's 
written words are waiting for us to consult them and 
learn from them. 

The Chofetz Chaim: Looking Ahead 

It was fifty-three years ago, when I was a young man of 
twenty, that I had the privilege to spend one Shabbos with 
the Chafetz Chaim. I heard him speak, and those words 
were, in their way, addressed to us today. I came on a 
Friday and left on Sunday. The Chafetz Chaim talked to 
me privately on my arrival in Radin. And I heard him 
several times on Slmbbas. 

An incident took place that weekend that gave me a 
glimpse into the measure of the man. Had I not been 
witness to it myself, I would not have believed it. It was 
before Matzaei Shabbos. The Chofetz Chaim had eaten a 
frugal Seudah Shlishis. When I came in, he was already 
talking-this was before bentching (Grace). The room 
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was dark, and crowded with people. The Chofetz 
Chaim was speaking of the responsibility everyone 
present has to go out and be mekarev rechokim: "Go into 
the shuls and talk to the people about milzvos, doing 
leshuva-keeping Shabbos and Kashrus, lefillin and laharas 
hamishpacha . .. I will also go, bli neder, bli neder" -which he 
did; he went to Grodna to speak to the people there. 

(And how right he was! People are thirsting for dvar 
Hashem, even when they are unaware of it! On a recent 
flight, my seat companion was a very non-Jewish look
ing Jew. It was in the middle of the night and he insisted 
on telling me that he is an atheist. After he informed me 
of this a third time, I realized that the man "protesteth 
too much," so I told him, "You are an atheist like I am an 
atheist. You are a Yid with a husk. Inside it, you have a 
Jewish heart. Your heart is calling out for Hashem. You 
are hungry and thirsty; you haven't been given any 
nourishment. You have to break through that husk and 
feed that thirst." How strong our obligation is to reach 
out to such Jews and quench their thirst!) 

The Chofetz Chaim continued, talking about how the 
generations have gone down: "What love for Torah 
former generations had! People vied with one another 
to be close to anyone who was involved in Torah study. 
Everyone of us is obligated to work at bringing people 
back to the ways of the Ribbono Shel Olam!" 

Then he said, "It's time to benlch"-and he started to 
benlch, like a simple Jew, saying one word at a time, . , I 
did not see anything special in his manner. Suddenly, 
when he reached NJ en; (the blessing that begins "Have 
mercy . , ."), something seemed to have happened to 
him. He cried out: 1oy ;N"1tu' ;y (", .. on Your nation, 
Israel) oy' oyi-1"11JJ ptuo 71•~ ;y (. .. on Zion, home of 
Your glory) oy! oyt"He continued in this manner until he 
reached the "Horachamons" and stopped. At this point he 
said, "I see what will be ten years from now. [This was 
1930.) You don't see; but I do. A great conflagration will 
burn!" In the middle of bentching he suddenly had a vision 
of future events. "Twelve million is child's play!" 

I turned to the person next to me and asked him what 
he meant with his comments. He replied, "He always 
talks about it. Twelve million is the sum total of those 
killed in the World War." 

I never forgot this scene, and for ten years I repeated 
it, and waited watchfully, fearfully, for its realization
until ten years later, in 1940, when it started to come 
true. 

This was the Chofetz Chaim. 

With the Chofetz Chaim 

On Friday night-it was Rosh Chodesh Nissan-the 
Chafetz Chaim said, "The Chachomim, our wise men, 
taught us that the Geulah, the redemption from Egypt, 
was in the month of Nissan, and the future Geulah will 
also be in Nissan. It is now Nissan, and the Geulah may 
well be this very month." 
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He was sitting in his own room with his cap over his 
eyes. There were 60 to 70 people in the room, yet he 
talked in a loud voice as though he were addressing an 
auditorium of several thousand people. In fact, I had the 
feeling that he was speaking to the entire world. He 
said, "How do you deal with the possibility of Moshiach's 
coming: maybe he's coming this very month, maybe he's 
not coming? Al pi din, objectively speaking, it's a doubt of 
equal possibilities. Let us assume the positive, that he 
will be here. You might think that everyone will be so 
happy. Not so. You11 run away in fear and hide in the 
deepest crevices. Moshiach is coming! The Ribbono shel Olam is 
revealing His Shechina' Out of shame, we'll hide in the 
bunkers .... Avraham Avinu is passing through the 
streets, to judge us-everybody has to run for cover!" 

When he was saying this it seemed to me as though 
Yeshaya HaNavi (Isaiah the Prophet) were saying: 
1l1Nl ;;;;no 'n "1nD 'lDO "1DYJ 7010• "They will hide in the 
sand for fear of G-d, from the magnificence of His 
glory." 

"Are we ready?" he continued. "Who am I? Am I 
ready to receive Moshiach?'' 

The Chofetz Chaim then spoke of something else: 
The mon-the manna-had the taste of whatever food 
the person was thinking of. "What happened (he asked) 
if someone was not thinking at all. What taste did the 
mon have then?" Nobody answered .... He continued, 
"Az men lrachl nil hot/ es kein ta' am nishl. If you don't think, it 
has no taste." He repeated this several times: "Az men 
frachl nil, hott es kein ta'am nisht-because the man is ruch
niyus, spiritual, and if you don't think, it has no taste .... 
What can be more tasty than a piece of Gemora?" He 
kissed the tips of his fingers. "It is so sweet, but only if 
you think. If you don't think, you sit by the Gemora and it 
has no flavor whatsoever. 

"Suppose Moshiach comes, and we don't think. It has 
no flavor. You won't even be aware of what is going on!" 

Evaluating the Chofetz Chaim's Legacy ... 
With His Help 

When a man of such stature speaks to us, and has 
given us a legacy-Mishnah Berurah, Chofelz Chaim, and 
Shmiras HaLashon-we must value this legacy and see to 
carry it out, translate the concepts into practical actions. 

But how do we manage it? How does one abstain 
from lashon hora? Wherever we turn, we encounter lashan 
hora. The American Constitution guarantees freedom 
of speech and free access to information-and that con
stitutes lashon hara. All newspapers, with few exceptions, 
are organs of lashan hara. Most of our conversations 
involve lashan hara. 

Indeed, the Gemara asks how one can avoid lashon hara, 
and advises, Ya'asok ha Torah. As long as everybody will be 
conversing in Torah, then it will not be difficult to avoid 
slander. Further, ii;y; 7•Dtu' y;Nn cy-the simple folk 
will be humble; if a person thinks about his own short
comings he will rejoice that no one is talking about him. 
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The Chofetz Chaim was of the opinion that the best 
antidote to lashon hora is studying about the issur (prohibi
tion) against lashon hara. Once the objective facts are 
established, it becomes simple. 

Midrash Rabba tells of a peddler who was announcing 
that he was selling the elixir of life. ("Who wants life? 
Who wants life?") Rav Y annai asked him to come to him 
but the peddler explained, "My elixir is not for you." 
After Rav Yannai insisted, the peddler took out a Sefer 
Tehillim and read to him the passages that are the elixir 
of life: "Who is the man who wants life ... ? Guard your 
tongue from evil." (34: 13,14) Rav Yannai said, "All my 
life I've been reading this passage without realizing how 
simple its message is until this peddler came along."* 

What new insight did the peddler offer? A peddler 
does not sell on credit. He only sells on a cash-and-carry 
basis. And this opened Rav Yannai's eyes to an astound
ing truth: "If I am tempted to talk lashon hora-it's on the 
tip of my tongue and I would like to say it-and I succeed 
in suppressing it and don't say it, at that very moment I 
am buying life. That's how simple it is." 

The dimensions of this life are beyond our under
standing, and to this, too, the Chofetz Chaim opened 
my eyes during that fateful stay in Radin. The Chofetz 
Chaim said to me on Friday morning: 1l':lm:i Y1'll c'iiy "m" 
'You planted eternal life in our midst' -what does that 
mean? What do you think when you say these words in 
the brae ha when you are called to the Torah?" 

I did not answer him, so he continued: ''I'll explain 
what 'Eternal Life' means: Where will you be 100 years 
from now? With the Ribbono Shel Olam. And where will 
you be 1,000 years from now? The same-with the 
Ribbono Shel Olam. And 5 million years from now? Again 
the same-with the Ribbono Shel Olam. This is Eternal 
Life!" 

And one can buy it, as though from a peddler; and he's 
selling it a thousand times a day. Don't say lashon hora, 
suppress it-and immediately, cash-and-carry, Eternal 
Life is yours. That's how simple it is. This too is what the 
Chofetz Chaim taught me and is teaching you. 

Silver Lining? 

The Chofetz Chaim said more ... What do you assume 
his comment to us would be if he would see our preoc
cupation with Olam Hazeh-this-worldly attainments? 
The glitter and glamour of fashion, our designer ward
robes, our diamond and fur coat accessories, our osten
tatious simchos .. . ? May I offer another gem from our 
conversation on that Friday . ... 

He asked me: "Were you ever in the Ural Mountains? 
. . . I was there and I saw how they dig for silver. They lie 
in the blotteh (mud) all day and grab (dig) and grab in the 
blotteh. Finally they take something out, the object of 
their quest, which is also caked in blotteh . ... What is 

*The title of the sefer Chofefz Chaim was inspired by the passage quoted 
in this Midrash. 
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silver if to get some you have to lie in the blotteh, dig in 
the blotteh, get all dirty and become covered with blotteh? 
Then it must be blotteh . ... " 

The Chofetz Chaim's message from that Friday 
would be to question most of our present-day preoccu
pations. For actually our hearts are thirsting for Emes 
(truth) in a time when confusion and falsehood and 
Chilul Hashem prevail. Since we want Emes for ourselves, 
we must lift ourselves to a higher level, and not wallow 
in blotteh. Because, in the final analysis, what is it but 
blotteh-mud? 

Then the Chofetz Chaim put very strong emphasis 
on Torah study. When I told him that I was learning in 
the Yeshiva of Mir, he beamed and stroked my arm. "A 
yeshiva bachur. How wonderful! So many are drowning 
today. Only through Torah can you survive. How for
tunate that you are learning! Only Torah study makes 
us Jews. Twenty talleisim and twenty pairs of tefillin can
not make a person into a Jew, but the bracha that we say 
on Torah every day declares that we are marked as Jews 
because 'He gave us His Torah!' This and this alone 
distinguishes us as Jews." 

Answering the Call With the Chofetz Chaim 

That same Friday afternoon, the Chofetz Chaim asked 
me1 "Are you a Kohein?" 

"No," I replied. 
He went on, "Maybe you are a Levi?" 
"No." 
"What a pity! Moshiach is coming and the Beis Hamikdash 

will be rebuilt. There will be a tremendous yearning to 
enter the Beis Hamikdash. The kedusha exerts such an 
irresistible attraction. If you're not a Kohein you can't 
enter the Beis Hamikdash. And you're not even a Levi
who can gain entry into some places. You're left com
pletely outside .... Perhaps you've heard-I'm a Ko
hein. - Tell me, why aren't you a Kohein?" 

I was puzzled by the question. "Because my father 
isn't a Kohein," I answered. 

"And why isn't he a Kohein?" he asked further. 
The explanation would be the same, of course, but I 

decided not to answer. He obviously had something in 
mind. 

"111 tell you why," he went on. "Because 3,000 years 
ago, at the incident of the Golden Calf, your ancestors 
didn't run when Moshe Rabbeinu called out, 'Mi Lashem 
Eilai-Whoever is with G-d should come to me!' My 
father, and all the other Leviim ran to Moshe. Your 
father did not. So we are the Kohanim and the Leviim. 
Now take it to heart. When you hear the call, Mi Lashem 
Eilai, come running!" . 

This is the message of the Chofetz Chaim. We are 
living in a time when any thinking person can hear a 
Great Shofar blasting from all sides, calling out: Mi 
Las hem Eilai!-and it is incumbent on us to come running. 

Let us all be in the forefront of those responding to 
this call. 13: 
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RABBI ALEXANDER LINCHNER was among the · 
seventy-five to one hundred American young men who studied in 
European yeshivas during the 19 3 O's. The following lines are 
based on his reminiscences of the time he spent in Radin. 

Two Winters in Radin 
I had come to the yeshiva in Mir for Ellul 5690 (1930) 
with several American chaveirim. After a particularly 
moving Yomim Noraim and a joyful Simchas Torah, I 
wanted to visit the Chofetz Chaim in Radin before 
beginning the new zman (semester). When I asked the 
Rosh Yeshiva, Reb Leizer Yudel (Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda 
Finkel) 7'':11, for permission, he replied: "Yesterday we 
celebrated Simchas Torah. Today you should begin 
learning.fl 

"I would like to see the Chofetz Chaim first." 
"You certainly should, but you can visit him Pesach, 

or next year . ... ' 
"But he's already in his mid-90's ... "I said, leaving the 

rest to his understanding. 
Reb Leizer Yudel looked at me with an expression 

that seemed to say: "Nor an Amerikaner kenn azoi reden
only an American can talk like that." Then he said, "Der 
Chafetz Chaim vel/ zein aibik-the Chofetz Chaim is eter
nal,"-and left it at that. 

Nonetheless I felt compelled to go to Radin for a day. I 
met the Chofetz Chaim, and decided to remain in the 
yeshiva there. 

"We Must Go to Vilna!" 

I made it a practice to daven with the Chofetz Chaim's 
minyan every day. Early that winter-it was 12 Kislev
someone reported to the Chofetz Chaim that taharas 
hamishpacha was not as widespread as should be expected 
in Vilna. He was deeply disturbed, and announced, "I 
must go to Vilna and correct this situation." His family 
told him that it would be impossible for him to go to 
Vilna; he could scarcely walk across the room without 
assistance. "I am going to Vilna to speak to Reb Chaim 
Ozer. I need my coat." There was no holding him back. 

A bus was chartered that very day, and loaded with 
the Chofetz Chaim's entourage and several bachurim 
including myself. The Chofetz Chaim was wrapped in a 
blanket and carried aboard the bus, yet he shivered the 
entire two-hour bus ride. The bus stopped at 66 

Rabbi linchner, a musmach of Mesivfa Torah Vodaath and former principal 
of its high school, is four1drr and president of Merom Zion/Boys' Town, Jerusalem. 
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Ra/Jbi Chaim (Jur Grodzrnski. 

Kavolna, Reb Chaim Ozer's residence, where the Cho
fetz Chaim disembarked-he was literally carried into 
the house where Reb Chaim Ozer was meeting with 
several morei hora'a (halachic authorities). 

The Chofetz Chaim's entrance made quite a stir, as 
would be expected. He got right to the point: A public 
gathering should be called to strengthen laharas hamish
pacha. A reminder is always in place, for zechira (remem
bering the milzvos) promotes shemira (keeping them). The 
principal speaker would be the Chofetz Chaim. 

In a matter of hours, Vilna was plastered with pla
cards calling all women to Der Alter Stodt Shu! on the 
Vilna Gaon's Hof (Court) for a public assembly that 
night (Monday), and a similar meeting for men on the 
following night. Needless to say, the 600-year-old shul 
was crowded with women that evening. The Chofetz 
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Chaim entered-on a chair-followed by a small group 
of men, myself included. Once on the bima, he spoke 
warmly but very softly. When he finished, the Ivye Rav 
Oater Lomza Rav), Rabbi Moshe Shatzkes, repeated the 
Chofetz Chaim's message in his booming voice, and 
explained it in more detail. The evening concluded with 
a bracha from the Chofetz Chaim, to which the women 
responded with a resoundng Amein! 

Rabbi Moshe Slrntzkes. Rabbi Moshe Lrndynski. 

Tuesday night the same program was repeated for 
men, and on Wednesday we returned to Radin. That 
Friday, when the Chofetz Chaim went to the mikva to 
prepare for Shabbos, he met the Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi 
Moshe Landynski, who later commented that the Cho
fetz Chaim's face had a special glow that day. Reb 
Moshe told the Chofetz Chaim that he marveled at his 
energy to undertake the trip. "I didn't go to Vilna," he 
replied. '"S'hatt zich getann-it just happened." 

Inside View 

I had several occasions for personal exchanges with the 
Chofetz Chaim. It was necessary to speak loudly to him 
because he was hard of hearing in his old age-a condi
tion that he seemed to relish because it spared him the 
pain of listening to forbidden talk-he was confident 
that no one would shout lashon hara in his presence. I 
found it easier to speak through an intermediary, such 
as Reb Hirsh Broyde, his assistant, than to shout at him. 

On one occasion, in the summer of 1931, Reb Mendel 
Zaks asked me to translate an English language letter 
for him. It was from an organization called Ner Israel, 
and opened with the salutation: "Dear Reverend Sir." It 
asked for the Chofetz Chaim's backing for an agrarian 
movement that would "solve" the Jews' economic hard
ships by sponsoring their move from the crowded cities 
to farms. The Chofetz Chaim refused to sign, remark
ing, "When Mashiach blows his shafar, I'm afraid the peo
ple on the farms won't come running." 

"Who Knows?" 

Late one winter evening-it was about 10:30-I had a 
problem that I wanted to discuss with the Chofetz 

20 

-___ ---... - --

Chaim; so I passed his house on my way home from beis 
midrash. The light was on, and I entered to ask his bracha. 
... I later commented to Reb Hirsch that he seemed to 
be in an exceptionally good mood. Reb Hirsch explained 
that the Chofetz Chaim had learned that day that the 
Joint Distribution Committee gained permission from 
the Russian government to ship matzos to the Jews 
there. "Who knows?" said the Chofetz Chaim. "They 
may even permit Yiddishe Kinder to learn Torah. Halevai!" 

Life is Like a ... 

I personally heard the Chofetz Chaim repeat three 
masholim explaining the urgency of using every minute 
of life productively: 

-1-

Life is like a postcard-we usually begin writing in a 
large, leisurely scrawl, but as the message begins to fill 
the page, there's so much more to say and so little space 
left ... so we crowd in another line and squeeze in 
another word. Similarly, we take it easy in our youth, 
leisurely wasting time-not realizing how much will be 
left to do, with so little time to do it. 

-2-

Tuesday was market day, when every minute of day
light had to be used to do business. Pity the poor fellow 
who spent the day in line at the bank to prepare himself 
with an assortment of change, and then came to the 
marketplace at the day's end only to find all the stalls 
closed! 

-3-

(When the Chofetz Chaim told the following parable 
to Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman, he laughed aloud-a 
rare occurrence!) 

A yeshuv'nik (hayseed) was preparing to board a train 
for the first time in his life, for a business appointment 
in the big city. He was wearing his overalls, and asked 
his fellow passengers where he could change to his 
"Shabbos clothes." A prankster advised him, "Just be 
patient. After you board the train, there1l be a special 
time when the train gets dark, and everybody will have 
a chance to change. You11 see." So he boarded" as is." 

Later, the train entered a tunnel and it was pitch dark 
in the car. "Now," said the jokester. No sooner did the 
yeshuv'nik remove his clothes, that the train was out of 
the tunnel, and there he stood-ah nahkitten-naked, in 
broad daylight! 

Life is a fast moving journey. We would be well 
advised to put on our Shabbas clothing-to be equipped 
with all our spiritual needs, and not wait for some 
distant transition point-lest we be caught "ah nahkitten" 
to our everlasting shame. ~T 
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BERL BELSKY, one of the first talmidim of Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaath, spent two years in Radin, from after Succos in 19 3 1 
(5632) through September 1933, when the Chafetz Chaim 
passed away. 

The Chafetz Chaim: Close to 
Every Man, Closer to G-d 

No Room For Despair 

I came to Europe with the intention of learning in 
Baranovitch. When I arrived there, the Rosh Yeshiva, 
Reb Elchonon Wasserman was overseas on a mission .. so 
I decided to go to Radin for the duration of his absence. I 
stayed on for two years. 

I was among the ten to twenty people who davened 
Shachariswith the Chofetz Chaim every morning. (More 
people joined us for Shabbos lefillos, and at Shalash Seudos 
some forty or fifty people would come.) As such, l often 
heard him comment on events and the general situation 
of Kial Yisroel. 

Two things impressed me. The Chofetz Chaim was 
keenly aware of the terrible poverty that prevailed in 
the area. This, coupled with the lack of prospects of 
shidduchirn for the yeshiva students, created a depressed 
feeling in the community. He often addressed this situa
tion. The other aspect: The Chofetz Chaim would speak 
to the Ribbono Shel Olarn as though He were a visible 
presence in the room ?1~~~~. Both of these traits were 
always in evidence when we were with him. 

Every so often he would pound on the table, and 
speak. For instance: "You [G-dl Yourself said,' And on 
that day l will send Eliyahu Hanavi , .. 'Where is he? ... 
What complaints can You have against them? What do 
You want from them? 'Poverty corrupts' and You see 
how desperately poor they are!" 

Yet the Chofetz Chaim would comment, "Poverty
what a treasurehouse of discipline and self-improve
ment!" 

• • • 

He would call in the yeshiva boys before the holiday 
intersession and remind them: "You know that every 

Mr. Belsky, a resident of the Kensington section of Brooklyn, has been active in 
communal affairs for close fo a half century. 
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Jew must ultimately answer to: 'Did you set aside time 
for Torah study?'This applies to you as well. The test of 
your ability to answer is how you spend your vacation. 
Make sure to reserve time for learning." 

He wanted the boys to sign pledge sheets committing 
themselves to a number of undertakings: to study dur
ing vacation, or to refrain from lashon hara, or to memo
rize the list of all the rnilzvos ("We have to know all the 
rnitzvos, and constantly review them"), but they were 
reluctant to fix their signature to the paper. , , . Some
how the crowd seemed to thin out at such times. 

• • • 

"Learn with joy," the Chofetz Chaim would say. 
"Despair should have no place in your life. The way you 
fulfill your rnilzvos here is the way you'll have it there [in 
the World-to-Come]. Besirnchar' 

The Glow Afterward 

After the Chofetz Chaim was niflar, Reb Sholom 
Aishishok said that he was then permitted to relate an 
incident that he had been asked not to reveal before
hand .... When the Chofetz Chaim was a fifteen year 
old boy, he became very attached to Reb Nachum 
Horodner, a tzaddik nistar who served as the shamash for 
the beis din in Vilna. Evenings, after the people left the 
shul, Reb Nachum would lock the door from within .... 
The Chofetz Chaim was curious to see what Reb 
Nochum did then, so he once hid under one of the 
benches and waited. At midnight, Reb Nachum took out 
a sefer Kabba/a (a mystical text), lit a candle, and started to 
study-and the room was aglow with light! 

When Reb Boruch Ber Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Kamenitz, heard this, he commented, "That a light 
should glow when Reb Nachum learned is not surpris
ing, but that the Chofetz Chaim at fifteen saw the light 
is truly amazing." ' .. T. 
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Im saving for mY. 
retirement. Thats 
a great idea. 

I 

Im saving on income taxes 
while I save for retirement. 
Thats a Greater Idea. 

There's still time to reduce your 
1983 income taxes, with a Greater IRA. 

Act now and save. Open your Greater IRA on or 
before the date you !ile your '83 Federal tax return 
and save on taxes two ways 

l Working married couples can invest up to $4.000 
in high interest IRAs at The Greater. and deduct 
the entire amount from their taxable income. 

2. ln addition. no taxes are due on your IRA 
deposit. or the interest it earns. until you retire 
(when your tax bracket will probably be lower) 

Single persons can deduct up to $2.000 yearly. 
and manied couples with one working spouse up 
to $2,2$0 And any.one who's salaried or seH
ernployed and under age 70 1/2, can enioy the ben
efit of a Greater IRA. even ii you· re covered by a 
pension plan 

See how much you can save in taxes. A working 
couple in the 50'r.., bracket could save $2.000 on 
Federal taxes alone this year. plus savings on NYS 
and NYC toxes! Lower tax brackets enJOY propor 
tionate savings 

Many plans to help you save more. In addition to 
the plans other banks offer. The Greater has a num 

"""""' 1n,-e'1m'"t iov..,, :wv..,, JO Ye•<> 4oy,d,, ber of innovative ideas to help you earn higher 
interest on your IRA. and to save the most on 

th 471 7h !Cd .l'l~ (,i> H4M .l7o 'l:; B74.27'15(1 taxes. Corne in and let us help you select th(! IRA 
that best suits your particular situation 

hgm<"< ore ha><'-l on""''"""" 9-\, .1n11u"I ""'''~" rolo' 'om;,.->unrl•d 
~~~~.'.!~~:...!1.5'..":'~l-.~~'.'.':'.~~~~~!~~l-"----'~.'.'._., 

Your Greater IRA isn't taxable until you retire. 
Neither Uncle Sam the State nor the City can 
touch your IRA fund until withdrawals begin 
between ages 59'12 and 70 1

/:;_ So your Greater 
!RA defers taxes until you retire. and provides 
substantial deductions from taxable income each 
year you contribute! The law requires substantial 
interest and tax penalties for withdrawals before 
age .59112 

Interest and principal are insured up to 
$100,000 by the FDIC. Minimum deposit $250. 

Start earning taJi;·delened interest now. 
Remember the sooner you open your Greater 
IRA for 1983. the sooner you start earning tax 
sheltered interest. You don't have to deposit the 
maximum amount each I/ear. and you can skip 
years if you have to The Greater does not charge 
o management fee for handling your !RA. More 
information about Greater IRAs and other 
accounts can be obtained from our Service 
Repr(-'sentalives at any Branch Office. Or call our 
Pension Plan Department at (2121 965-7528 

The Greater 
New York Savings Bank · ··' · " 
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Based on an address by RABBI MORDECHAI GIFTER 
~,,~.,,~ at the 61 st Annual Convention of Agudath Israel of 
America. Rabbi Giffer, Rosh Ha Yeshiva of Telshe, Cleveland, is 
a member of the MoetZ£s Gedolei Hatorah (Council of Torah 
Sages) of Agudath Israel of America. 

Growth From Year to Year 

Last year at this time, we were all under the spell of 
the eighth Siyum Hashas-the Completion of the Tal
mud by the Oaf Yomi schedule. As we celebrated this 
momentous milestone, we wondered what new achieve
ments it would inspire. 

Indeed, much has happened this past year. Directed 
by Agudath Israel of America, the Oaf Yomi program 
has been adopted by thousands of new adherents. Its 
dissemination has given us new insight into G-d's inten
tion in some of our recent technological developments. 
It was certainly not to empower mankind to create 
nuclear bombs to destroy civilization! Sophisticated 
technology is meant to be used to spread the learning of 
Torah on as wide a format as possible. Dial-A-Oaf, for 
instance, has become so popular that the telephone 
company cannot keep pace with the demands of new 
subscribers. Further refinements in the existing tech
nology were necessary to respond to the thirst for 
Torah. 
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Learning To 
Speak With 
Responsibility 

People are experiencing a thirst-a spiritual yearn
ing-for the word of G-d, which can only be found in 
His Torah. Thus the demand: GIVE US TORAH! lf we do 
not have a Rebbe in our community, leach us through Dial-A-Oaf. 
We'll record the lessons on cassettes . .. It just isn't sufficient lo study 
Torah for one hour a day, hear what the Reh be says once and expect to 
remember it. We must review. So people play taped shiurim in 
their cars on their way to work, on their way to business 
appointments, on the return ride home. And they 
review once more at night, living with the Oaf Ha
Yomi-starting off the day with it, in the early hours of 
the morning, capping their day with it at night. 

And now another undertaking has appeared: The 
Klausenberger Rebbe's Mifal Hashas, which sponsors the 
mastery of large segments of the Talmud, aimed at 
knowledge of all Shas 1 When in recent memory has there 
been such a deep hunger for Torah, such joy associated 
with the study of Torah? 

In the Shadow of the Chafetz Chaim 

This year we are gathering under the impact of the 
50th Yahrzeit of the Chafetz Chaim n:i;:i'i m;:it-which 
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was marked last 25 Elul. His name-Reb Yisroel Meir 
Ha Cohen-signified his role as the meir einei Yisroel-he 
lit the way for Kial Yisroe/. Indeed, Reb Chaim Ozer 
Grodzenski, revered head of the Vilna Beis Din, des
cribed his passing as a darkening of the heavens of Kial 
Yisroel, .which he had illuminated. 

The teachings of the Chofetz Chaim can be coupled 
with the spread of Oaf Yomi. The mere convening of a 
group to study Gemora precludes slanderous talk for the 
duration of the session. Moreover, the participants are 
motivated by a desire to learn, to give pleasure to their 
Creator; fault-finding-the primary fuel for lashon 
hora-has no place in such a setting. By the same token, 
the review that follows also precludes lashon hora . ... So 
much for the time devoted to study, but what of the rest 
of the day? 

Avoiding Slander Through Torah Study 

"What is the antidote for slander? Engage (ya'asok) in 
Torah Study" (Er'chin 15b). This certainly holds true for 
the hour of study. But afterwards, when the shiur is 
over, one participant remarks to another, "The Rebbe 
wasn't up to par today. He really didn't sound prepared." 
The Oaf Yomi can become a springboard for lashon hora 
rather than a preventative. (Similarly, after leki'as shofar, 
which is meant to invoke the fear of Judgment Day, a 
congregant remarks, "The baa/ lekiah (blower of the 
shofar) was rather weak today. I remember when he did 
better.) Where are the preventative powers of the 
mitzvos? 

The key word, however, is ya'asok-to engage in 
Torah, as one engages in eisek, in business with an in
volvement that is not confined to business hours, but 
spills over the 9-to-5 slot to dominate the mind and 
imagination of the successful businessman during all his 
waking hours. Such is the implication of the word ya'a
sok. So too must the Torah student's dedication to Torah 
not be confined to the time of his study session, but 
ya'asok-it must affect all his waking hours. Only then 
can Torah study be effective in the avoiding of trans
gression. 

How does one become immersed in Torah to become 
an "oseik bedivrei Torah" Jew? The first step is to realize 
that sitting in the group listening to "Reb Berl" saying 
the daf is not simply a matter of hearing a man well
versed in Torah presenting his own understanding of 
the text. That would be learning "Beri's Torah" not Toras 
Hashem-which should be the case. 

The Re bbe is only a conduit through whom G-d 
speaks, a means for conveying His wisdom. This is 
implicit in the adage, "If the Rav is like a malach of G-d, 
accept Torah from him"-malach (usually translated as 
"angel") literally means "messenger." If the Rebbe has 
no self-interest, no motive other than fulfilling G-d's 
mission by teaching His wisdom to you, then establish 
him as your mentor. Then you are studying at G-d's 
feet, so to speak, and your sessions are a direct encoun-
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ter with Him. A difficulty crosses your mind and you 
question the Rebbe ... he poses a question and you 
suggest an answer: Rather than engage in verbal 
exchange with a fellow mortal, you are virtually in 
dialogue with the Giver of the Torah Himself! 

Thus engaged in Torah, the student enjoys its protec
tive powers. 

Total Immersion-Plus 

This is a time-proven experience in which Yaakov 
Avinu himself engaged. In preparation for his stay with 
Lavan, Yaakov "hid himself (atsmo) in the Yeshiva of 
Shem and Ever" for fourteen years. "Hiding himself" 
does not mean concealment in the conventional sense, 
for Eisav knew where to find him. The Baal Halurim 
explains this to mean that he immersed his entire 
essence (atsmuso) in Torah. He sensed that no matter 
how much he had learned to date, with all his diligence 
and effort, he could not expose himself to the alien 
atmosphere of the home of Lavan and the idolatry pre
valent in the country Aram. He required further protec
tion, and to achieve this, Yaakov "disappeared" from 
view-he lost himselfin Torah. After fourteen years he 
examined himself and felt ready to face the hostile 
environment of Lavan, and build Kial Yisroel with Rochel 
and Leah. 

Building Kial Yisroel was not only a matter of bringing 
the founding tribes into the world. It meant establishing 
Kial Yisroel's formula for existence for all eternity, and 
that Yaakov did: one can hide himself-his whole 
being-in Torah and then be ready to confront a Lavan. 
And Yaakov's twenty-two years with Lavan left him 
unharmed, for they were but an extension of the four
teen years spent in the Yeshiva, for eisek means more 
than study. It means more than total involvement dur
ing study. It means that all facets of life beyond the 
hours-or years-of formal study are living expressions 
of the words of Hashem Yisborach and His Torah. 

A Twenty-Four-Hour Torah Personality 

The Torah Jew, who is oseik bedivrei Torah, is a very 
special being. From arising in the morning until he puts 
his head on his pillow at night, the Tor ah Jew is going to 
be different from his non-Jewish neighbor. Both get out 
of bed, both eat three meals, and both go to sleep at the 
day's end, but from "Modeh Ani" at daybreak through 
"Hamapi/" at the day's conclusion, the Jew's every action 
and thought are expressions of Torah. 

The famed Mussar personality, Reh Simcha Zissel Ziv 
(the Alter of Kelm) went lo visit his son Reh Nachum Zev, 
who ran a lumber yard in a nearby city. He returned saying, 
"I saw him standing at his business with the Mesi/as Yesha
rim (a basic lex/ of Torah ethics) in his hand." 

What did Reb Simcha Zissel mean by that? His hand 
was a Mesilas Yesharim hand. It acted in accordance with 
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Torah guidelines. His every step was a Torah step ... an 
expression of eisek ha Torah, with all his activities aligned 
with Torah .... 

Beyond doubt protection against alien influences are 
much more essential today than they were in the days of 
Reb Simcha Zissel and Reb Nachum Velvel. The chal
lenges are stronger, the temptations more inviting, and 
the traps more lethal today. Even Jews who consider 
themselves observant, who study Torah regularly, can 
be caught up in lies, cheating, and other violations of 
decency, for Limud haTorah is not eisek baTorah until the 
person is so immersed in Torah that he becomes an 
expression of Torah values. That is the ultimate pur
pose of Torah study-to create a personality that be
speaks and represents the ideals of kedusha that Toms 
Hashem demands of Kial Yisroe[. 

Making Man Into The Ideal "M edaber" 

The purpose of any convention is to bring like
minded people together, united in purpose, and to pro
vide them with experiences to enhance their lives the 
rest of the year. As mentioned, this year's convention 
can do more; it can serve as a continuation of last year's 
convention, bringing together last year's theme of 
intensive Torah study with this year's emphasis on 
purity of speech. We can see to it that the Torah's 
inspirational powers are apparent in our daily lives, in 
making man into a medaber-an articulate being-in the 
highest sense of the word, something that only Torah 
can accomplish. As the Chofetz Chaim explains in great 
detail in Shmiras HaLashon, Man's power of speech ele
vates him above all other types of animal life. Man is not 
expected to be silent, but should speak, for speech was 
granted to us to express our thoughts, to bring to the 
surface yearnings from the depths ofour souls. If we do 
utiHze speech for that purpose, then we are medabrim as 
meant to be-creatures characterized by their ability to 
articulate elevating thoughts. If not, we are no better 
than baalei chai (animals) that talk. 

This theme binds together Oaf Yomi and the Chofetz 
Chaim, Torah study and the avoidance of the sin of 
lashon hora. If we study Torah properly, and it becomes 
our eisek, then we create within ourselves a personality 
of Torah and subsequently lead a life of Torah; we 
exemplify the medaber par excellence-as G-d had originally 
meant a person to be. 

Practical Improvements 

Eliminating slander and other forms of forbidden 
speech will go far toward eliminating divisiveness from 
amongst our ranks. Differences of opinion are inevita
ble and even healthy, but contentiousness is destruc
tive, prolongs our bitter galus, and pushes away the 

*This should be applied to Oaf Yomi, as well, which should be reviewed 
weekly with Rif and Rosh. 
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advent of Moshiach. Not only the individual Jew, but the 
entire community is elevated to a higher status when 
we guard our speech and only talk judiciously. 

This goal can be realized through two practical sug
gestions that can guide the Torah student into becom
ing an oseik ha Torah: 

(1) At the conclusion of each day's Oaf Yomi session, 
one should devote five minutes to study one se'if (para
graph) in Sefer Chofelz Chaim and on Shabbos he should 
review Chofelz Chaim along with whatever else he studied 
during the week. As the Telzer Rav, Rabbi Avraham 
Yitzchok Bloch, 7"~r, said, "Once learned is never 
learned. Twice learned is once learned. A third time 
learned is chazara-review."·• 

(2) Our youth who are studying in our educational 
institutions are too young to study the seforim of the 
Chofetz Chaim. Today, however, there are many seforim 
in English that convey the Chofetz Chaim's teachings. 
The best one I know of is Rabbi Zelig Pliskin's Guard 
Your Tongue, which presents illustrations from daily life 
for the lessons being taught. Another excellent sefer now 
available, with teachers' aids and a guide, published by 
the Baltimore Choler, is "Meir Yisroe/." It is my recom
mendation that the Rebbe should devote ten minutes of 
Limudei Kodesh daily to teach the children these valuable 
lessons in Hilchos Lashon Hora. 

These five- and ten-minute periods can effect signifi-
cant changes in us all, one day at a time. :.T. 

7055 Bonita Drive •Miami Beach, Florida 33141 

• Located in Miami Beach 

• Housing for out-of-towners available 

• Excellent Hebrew and 
General studies curriculum 

• True Torah Atmosphere 

• Extra Curricular Activities 

For information please call f305J 865-0763 
Principal, Rabbi Ephraim Leizerson 

(305) 653-5707 
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EVIN If YOU ARE NOT FLUENT IN YIDDISH, 

A WEALTH OF INSPIRATION WILL BE YOURS 
If you acquire the special, richly illustrated 

CHOFETZ CHAIM ANTHOLOGY 
published by the widely-heralded Yiddish monthly 

DOS YIDDISHE VORT 
The Chafetz Chaim Anthology contains a lengthy inspiring biography of the 
Chafetz Chaim, in which many facets of his memorable life are beautifuly recorded 
and described. It also contains many articles about the Chafetz Chaim, as well as 
first hand reports of the great events in his life, as written or told by contemporary 
Gedolim and Orthodox writers. It also includes many of the Chafetz Chaim's 
letters, speeches and parables as well as a wealth of pictures of the Chafetz Chaim 
and great Torah leaders of his generation many of them never published before. 

The Chofetz Chaim Anthology Is yours for only $3.00 (Including postage.) 
Those who order DOS YIDDISHE VORT for one year (annual subscription rate is 
$10.00 but it is yours for only $9.00 as an introductory offer) will get the Chofetz 
Chaim Anthology absolutely free. 
If you know just a little bit of Yiddish, you will be doing yourself a favor by ordering 
DOS YIDDISHE VORT for an entire year, deriving from it many hours of spiritual 
inspiration and timely information and commentaries month after month. DOS 
YIDDISHE VORT brings to your home every month a treasury of interesting 
reading material not to be found in any rither publication: 
• Reports and analyses about everything of importance going on in Jewish life. 
• Vital information about Jewish events that no other paper brings. 
• Biographies of famous Gedolei Yisroel, enhanced with priceless pictures 

of personalities, sites and events in Jewis~_ life, past and .. pr.e_se_n_t: ............................... . 

DOS YIDDISH[ VORT UL (212) 791-1812 
<; Beekman St.. New York. N.Y. 10038 

OEnclosed please find $3.00 and please send me the 

CHOFETZ CHAIM ANTHOLOGY 

DOS YIDDISH[ VORT TU. ( 2 1 2) 791 -1 812 
5 Beekman St .. New York. N.Y. 10038 

OEnclosed please find $9.00 for my introductionary 

subscription to DOS YIDDISH[ VORT for one year, please send 

me the CHOFETZ CHAIM ANTHOLOGY absolutely free. 

NAME ________________ _ 

1 : ADDRESS ·---------------
ADDRESS ______________ _ 

1 : CITY. STATE. ZIP CITY. STATE. ZIP ---------------' . 

Your Yiddish speaking relatives and friends will greatly appreciate our magazine . 
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Based on an address by RABBI A VROHOM p AM K"~~'?w at the 
6 lst National Convention of Agudath Israel of America. Rabbi 
Pam is Rosh Ha Yeshiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath. 

I. The Chafetz Chaim's Farewell Request 
If the Chofet z Chaim were alive today, what message 

would he have for us? It would be presumptuous to 
attempt to project what he would have said, were he here. 
However, what he did say is on the record and is fully 
applicable to our times. 

In the last years of his life, when the Chafetz Chaim 
made plans to leave for Eretz Yisroel, he wrote a letter of 
farewell to European Jewry in which he articulated his 
final wish to them. Surprisingly, not a single word was 
mentioned about Shmiras Halashon, to which he had 
devoted so much of his life. Instead, he urged his people 
to support and strengthen the yeshivas and Torah 
institutions. 

The Chafetz Chaim's reasoning is obvious: 
If Torah as a whole will be strengthened, then each 

individual mitzva will be observed properly-milzuos be
tween man and his Creator as well as those governing 
interpersonal relations. This in turn will lead to love 
amongst Jews, and acts of kindness will abound-no one 

Translated from Yiddish and prepared for publication by Rabbi Matis Blum, 
editor of Torah Lodaas and a member of the Kolle/ of Mesivla Torah Vodaalh. 
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THE 
CHO FETZ 
CHAIM'S 
MESSAGES 
TO OUR 
GENERATION 
will attempt to belittle his friend or besmirch his name, 
and problems of lashon hara will be mitigated as part of 
this general improvement. And the only way that a 
heightened level of Torah observance can be achieved is 
through the advance of yeshivas and Torah institu
tions. 

, . , In line with the Vilna Gaon's Recommendation 

The Chafetz Chaim told of a darshon (preacher) who 
asked the Vilna Gaon what theme he should concen
trate on when on his speaking tours. The Gaon replied 
without a moment's hesitation: "Speak about Hachzokas 
Halorah-strengthening Torah study-for this is the 
fundamental principle on which all of Yiddishkeil de
pends." The Chafetz Chaim also acted on the Gaon's 
directive. 

During the last years of his life, when he was very frail and 
sickly, the Chafetz Chaim traveled by train from Radin to 
Grodna lo attend an important meeting of the Va'ad Hayeshi~ 
vos. When he arrived, he said, "Jn my physical condition, 
laking such a journey is literally pulling my life in jeopardy. I 
would not have undertaken it for a hundred mitzvos. For the 
sake of Chizuk Hatorah and yeshivas, however, one must be 
willing even to sacrifice his life." 
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The Cry Against Injustice 

The Chofetz Chaim's sense of priority can well be 
applied to our present-day situation. One current 
period is marked by an unusual awakening of interest in 
Torah and Yiddishkeit. Countless uncommitted Jews are 
searching for meaning in life; if they would only receive 
proper g·uidance, they would become sincere, observant 
Jews-a pride to their people. It is tragic, but our com
munity does not give them enough attention. The 
yeshivos and educational institutions that are in exist
ence are unable to accept many children because of lack 
of space, and shortage of finances and other resources. 
Thousands of souls are lost forever because of this. 

A quotation from a Midrash in Balak gives voice to the 
tragedy of these forgotten Jews: When Eliyahu con
fronted the prophets of the Ba' al and Asheira on Mount 
Carmel to determine who was the true G-d, Eliyahu 
told the false prophets to select one of two oxen to 
sacrifice to their god, while he would take the remaining 
one. Whoever would succeed in drawing fire from 
heaven to consume their sacrifice would thereby prove 
that their G-d is the true one. In apparent contradiction, 
a subsequent verse says that the "prophets" took the ox 
that Eliyahu gave them-they did not take one of their 
own. The Midrash explains that when they had made 
their selection, the ox that remained for Eliyahu fol
lowed him immediately. The second ox, however, 
refused to go along with the idol worshippers. In fact, all 
850 of the prophets of Ba' al and Asheira could not budge 
it from its place. When Eliyahu interceded and ordered 
the ox to go with them, it refused, saying: "My compan
ion and I are both born from the same mother, and 
grazed on the same pasture. Why was he chosen to be 
Hashem's korban, to sanctify His name, while I must be 
the Ba'al's offering, destined to anger my Creator?" 

Eliyahu explained, "Just as the Name of Hashem will 
be sanctified by the ox that is with me, so too will you 
cause a kiddush Hashem, for through you all will see that 
the Avoda Zaros, idolatry, are totally impotent." 

The ox still refused to go: "Is this how you advise me? 
I swear that I will not budge from here until you hand 
me over to them "-leaving it to Eliyahu to demonstrate 
through his own actions that serving as a korban for 
Avoda Zara is sanctification of G-d. The pasuk states that 
Eliyahu then handed the animal over to them. 

The ox's painful objection is being echoed today in an 
outcry against a contemporary tragic injustice. As far
removed from Torah as some Jews might be, they are all 
d.escendants of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. In 
many cases, one need only go back one, two, or three 
generations to find gaonim and tzaddikim, ancestors of 
these unfortunate souls who have strayed from Torah. 
The day will arrive when thousands upon thousands of 
Jewish children will come to us and say: "Your children 
and we are both the descendants of righteous ancestors. 
Why did they merit education in a yeshiva to absorb 
Torah and yiras shomayim, while we were denied entrance 
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there? Why were we forced to become the offering of 
the Ba' al to anger my Creator?" What will we reply to 
those lost souls who were forced to attend public 
schools, and who in many cases ultimately joined cults? 
Will we be able to echo Eliyahu's reply to the ox: "You 
too have a portion in kiddush Hashem ... "?or will their cry 
go unanswered? 

An Awesome Responsibility 

Can we truly absolve ourselves of guilt by saying that 
there was no room for these children in yeshivos?-No 
money to pay for them to receive their rightful inherit
ance? Perhaps we should take note of Reuvain's own 
self-incrimination in the Torah: 

When Reuvain saved Yoseif from being killed by his 
brothers {Bereish1s 3 7, 22), he reasoned (see Rashi!: ")am the 
firstborn, the oldest of the brothers, and I will bear the brunt of 
the responsibility if anything happens to Yoseiff" 

In our own situation, who will be blamed for the loss 
of so many Jews from Yiddishkeit-those who are them
selves estranged from Yiddishkeit, who never received a 
proper education?-or we G-d-fearing parents who 
know enough to send our own children to yeshivos, and 
do our utmost to secure the finest Torah education for 
them? 

Of course we take pride in the sincere, dedicated Bnei 
Torah that our yeshivos are producing; they would have 
inspired pride even in previous generations. However, 
we cannot rejoice with their accomplishments knowing 
how the vast majority of Jewry is so far-removed from 
Torah. 

One Sime has Torah, in the midst of all the celebration, Reb 
Yisroel Salanter became very somber. When asked why, he 
replied, "We are rejoicing with the Torah, but the Torah is 
not happy. The Torah asks, 'Where are the rest of my 
children? Why don't they join in the Simcha?' " 

The Means to Respond 

There are a number of institutions that concentrate 
on kiruv rechokim, which enables us to act on our obliga
tion to our underprivileged brethren. Among them is 
Be' er Hagolah, under the guidance of the foremost 
Roshei ha Yeshivas, which has brought Yiddishkeit to hun
dreds of Russian children. Just a few short years ago, 
these very children did not ever know of the existence 
of the Ribbono Shel Olam, yet they are now sh.idying 
Gemora with Tosafos! . .. There are yeshivos that concen
trate on educating American children from non-ob
servant backgrounds, and are making remarkable pro
gress with their students. 

But unfortunately all of these institutions must fight 
for their very survival; our people do not seem to appre
ciate their efforts. This very same situation deeply 
troubled the Chofetz Chaim in his time, as he expressed 
his final request that Torah and Yiddishkeit be streng
thened and the word of Hashem be spread to all Jews. 
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Gold in the Streets 

There was a saying in Europe: In America, you can 
pick up gold in the streets. It is true-there could be a 
harvest of golden children-children who are now sub
ject to the street culture, but could be transformed into 
golden vessels to serve G-d. 

We can also pick up gold in Erelz Yisroel. Anyone who 
devotes his efforts to chinuch in Eretz Yisroel sees the 
miraculous results. The Ba'al Teshuva yeshivas are so 
successful that the very people who entered their doors 
completely estranged from Yiddishkei/, leave as Bnei Torah 
and lalmidei chachomim, fully committed Jews and scholars 
who reach out and draw others close to their heritage. 

But there is so much more that remains to be done. 
There are thousands of children in non-religious schools 
who are growing up completely devoid of Torah in the 
land of Tor ah. There are countless tourists who come to 
see the Holy Land, who are searching for their roots and 
must be reached. 

Chinuch Atzmai, Pe'ilim, Tashbar, Mifal Torah Vo
daath, the Baal Teshuva yeshivos are all doing pheno
menal work, but they are severely limited by financial 
constraints. If they would only have more support, they 
could completely transform Israel into a true Holy Land. 

It is our responsibility to see to it that these institu
tions receive the support that they deserve. True, eve
ryone contributes a small amount to them, but, as the 
Chofetz Chaim noted, a wealthy person cannot acquit 
himself by offering the korban of a poor man. This coun
try alone has sufficient people of means who are capable 
of rebuilding Torah and Kial Yisroel, to make our people 
the Am Hashem, once more. 

Preparing for Moshiach 

A close look at the Chofetz Chaim's works reveals 
that many of them were written with the goal of prepar
ing Kial Yisroel for the redemption, by emphasizing such 
things as the importance of guarding one's tongue and 
of performing chessed-to bind our people together-and 
the signficance of studying Kadoshim-the portions of 
the Torah dealing with the Beis Hamikdosh. 

Our belief that Moshiach's arrival is indeed imminent 
should inspire us to make certain that there are suffi
cient morei hora'ah (halachic authorities) to answer the 
thousands of she'eilos that will arise in regard to the 
rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdosh and bringing korbanos. 
These rabbonim, of course, will come from our yeshivas. 
How then, in good conscience, can we aHow these insti
tutions to struggle for their very existence? We, the 
educated, knowledgeable Jews of conviction, bear an 
awesome responsibility for securing the future of Kial 
Yisroel. 

The Chofetz Chaim's Organization 

Mention must be made of our debt of gratitude to 
Agudath Israel, which-under the leadership of Gedolei 
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Yisroel-has united so many different groups for the sole 
purpose of spreading Torah and strengthening all that 
is holy. Agudath Israel personifies a response to the call: 
"Mi Lashem Eilai-Whoever is unto G-d, join me." The 
Chofetz Chaim constantly mentioned the Rashi in 
Bechukosai that says that one cannot compare a few peo
ple performing a milzva to a multitude fulfilling milzvos. lt 
is for this reason that the Chofetz Chaim was among 
the original founders of Agudath Israel, and devoted so 
much time and effort to it. 

II. The Chafetz Chaim's Eternal Message 

It is impossible to talk about the Chofetz Chaim with
out mentioning Shmiras Halashon. The Chofetz Chaim 
authored numerous seforim and essays concerning all 
forms of forbidden speech, as well as on matters pertain
ing to proper interpersonal dealings. He wanted all Jews 
to feel the same love for each other as he felt for them: A 
person did not come into this world to cause pain and 
unpleasantness to others. To the contrary, his neshama 
was dispatched from the celestial spheres to bring joy, 
aid and pleasure to his fellow Jew. 

Among the many arguments the Chofetz Chaim 
presented against lashon hora, he pointed out that as low 
as a Jew may stoop, he would never have incriminated 
his fellow Jew by informing the Czarist government 
about his activities. Yet, when one slanders his fellow 
Jew, he in effect becomes an informer; because as long 
as no one mentions other people's faults, G-d, in His 
mercy, tends to delay punishing the guilty. Once a per
son calls attention to the faults of his neighbor, how
ever, G-d acts swiftly to punish the guilty person. 
Therefore, when one speaks against others he is aiding 
in the prosecution of his fellow, sinking to the level of an 
informer. 

"Lashon Hora": Self-Incrimination 

Furthermore, a person should realize that by speak
ing lashon hora he causes harm to himself, since so very 
often a person is guilty of the very same failings that he 
faults others for. 

The Mishna in Avos says that a person receives 
retribution 111V'O K7tv1 my,o-knowingly, and un
knowingly. The Ba'al Shem Tov explains these 
categories by referring to the Prophet Nosson's 
rebuke to Dovid after the incident with BasSheva. 
Nosson told him of a poor man who had had a 
solitary sheep which provided him with all of his 
needs, until his wealthy neighbor took the poor 
man's sheep and slaughtered it to feed his guests. 
When Dovid heard this,hesaid,"I swear, that man 
deserves to die," to which Nosson replied, "You 
are that man. You have just convicted yourself." 

When a person calls attention to a fault in his 
neighbor that he himself possesses, and passes 
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judgment on him, he is, in effect, convicting him
self in the process. The Heavenly tribunal de
mands: "Look at your own actions! Are they any better? How 
can you condemn your neighbor when you are guilty of similar 
iniquities?" 

This, said the Ba' al Shem Tov, is the meaning of 
the Mishna: A person is punished "knowingly"
when he knowingly passes judgment on his neigh
bor. At the same time, "unknowingly," he is 
unwittingly inviting judgment and punishment 
on himself in the same manner. 

halachos and probing into their implications. It would be 
most appropriate, at this convention honoring the Cha
fetz Chaim, for everyone to undertake the study of two 
paragraphs of this sefer every day. Some have suggested 
that husbands and wives also study the sefertogether so 
as to involve the entire family in Shmiras Halashon. Chil
dren should also be taught these halachos in yeshiva. I 
would also like to propose the study of another of the 
Chafetz Chaim's works-Ahavas Chesed*-which deals 
with guidelines for charity and generosity. 

When criticizing a friend, one must bear in mind that 
he is acting the role of informer against his friend and 
against himself as well. For then, from Heaven, a pro
nouncement goes forth: "You are that person ... " 

The non-Jews of Radin so recognized the greatness of 
the Chafetz Chaim that they understood that if he 
merely walked by their field, their produce would be 
blessed. If we keep the essence of the Chafetz Chaim 
before our eyes every day by studying his holy works, it 
will undoubtedly have an overwhelmingly positive 
effect on our conduct and on our lives as a whole. Study For Improvement 

The most important means of training oneself to 
guard his tongue is by studying the Sefer Chofelz Chaim. In 
yeshiva circles, many people have begun learning two 
short paragraphs of the sefer every day-delving into the 

Now that we are even closer to the era of Moshiach, we 
must prepare ourselves and our estranged brethren for 
Moshiach by doubling our efforts to increase the glory of 
G-d, His Torah, and Kial Yisroel. May we merit to see the 
fulfillment of the prophecy," ... All of your sons should 
be learned in the ways of Hashem." 'T •Available in English translation, published by Feldheim. 

30 

YOU'RE IN GOOD 
COMPANY!* 

Join us in a world-wide program of ir.i'i'i1 11t:l'i'i the Halachos of Lashon Hora. 
The sefer, J)ii111W'i l'11::J'ii1 a clear, lucid compendium written in easy-to-follow 
w11p 11W'i, is now available at cost price to anyone and everyone. 

Enthusiastically recommended by leading t:l''i11:1 from all circles, this work will 
familiarize you with all the Halochos of Lashon Hora as enumerated in the t:l"i1 y~n 
i~D. 

Presently in use as a textbook in schools in Eretz Yisroel, U.S.A. and England, in 
shuls and at Shabbos tables throughout the world. And now being introduced at't:l1' t]1 
shiurim. 
Price per hard-cover ;De: $2.50, with li111Pl $3.50 
BULK RATES AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOLS AND 0'i1)1'tt'. 
POSTAGE COST:$.63 per ;De. $.23 each additional ;De. 

Rabbi Y.K. Krohn 
421-6th St. 
Lakewood, N.J. 08701 
Tel. (201) 363-3302 

ORDER FROM 

Rabbi S. Honig 
86 Fairholt Rd. 
London N. 16, 5 HN 
England 
Tel. ( 0 I) 802-5331 

*Over 20, 000 sold 1 

l,::JlU,, .i.n l.,rt 
1 o ;i,,n n.,tY •n, 

D,7.,,,, 
813621 '"" 

The Jewish Observer I January, 1984 



FEIVEL KIRSHENBAUM, Ph.D. 
FINANCIAL ADVISER 

Expertise in financial planning, investment 
selection, tax strategies, retirement and estate 
planning. 
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by schools, Jewish 
and otherwise, for 
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Ed classrooms, re-

source rooms, in
dividualized in
struction in regular 
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Nissan Wolpin 

Compromise on the Great Divide 
Questionable Conversions in Denver 

Denver: the mile-high city where the wholesomeness 
of the Great Plains meets the rarified air of the Rockies 
... a center of Chessed celebrated for its outstanding 
hospitals and clinics dealing, especially, with respiratory 
ailments ... Once the "Jerusalem of the West," today 
home of two day schools, a Mesivta-Yeshiva Gedola 
and Kolle!, and a Bais Yaakov School. ... Now Denver 
has another claim to notoriety, but of a different sort, 
spelled out in a special 12 page feature article in the 
Intermauntain Jewish News, that reported on a unique joint 
conversion program, involving cooperation of rabbis of 
various "branches" of Judaism. 

The paragraphs that follow are either direct quota
tions or paraphrases of the !JN report-except for an 
occasional editorial aside printed in italic, and some 
comment at the conclusion. We quote: 

For six years until this past summer, Denver was the 
only city in the world in which Traditional,' Conserva
tive, and Reform rabbis openly and officially cooperated 
on the conversion of non-Jews to Judaism. Under this 
arrangement, each rabbi recognized the validity of the 
conversion performed de jure by all of the rabbis collec
tively and de facto by any single rabbi preponderantly. 
Only the Orthodox rabbis** did not participate in the 
program. 

How the Program Operated 

• According to Rabbi Stanley Wagner (T) the pro
gram involved some 750 converts, most of them spon
sored by the Reform contingent. 

"'Traditional"-hereafter indicated by a (T)-is described by 
Rabbi Eisenman, of Denver's Conservative Rodef Shalom, in 
response to an IJN Interviewer, as follows: 

IJN: "You have referred to some colleagues on the Denver 
Rabbinical Council as Orthodox rabbis. They refer to them
selves as Taditional rabbis. From your point of view, is there 
really any distinction between you and them?'' 

Rabbi Eisenman: "My Traditional colleagues would be the 
equivalent of right-wing Conservative rabbis of the East. The 
distinctions between the three Traditional congregations and 
Rodef Shalom are very little. They use microphones [on Shab
bos]; men and women sit together; so that we're talking about 
shadings of distinctions. 

"We have accepted the right of women: to equal privileges 
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• The procedure established was as follows: Can
didates who sought to be converted by individual rabbis 
in the community were referred to joint conversion 
classes, led by [Reform] Temple Emanuel's educational 
director. In addition to attending these 16-week classes, 
candidates had to meet inner congregational require
ments imposed by the respective rabbis. (That is, a candi
date of Reform sponsorship returned to his rabbi at the Tempie of his 
choice.) 

Then came the final steps. A joint Bet Din-an exa
mining board of rabbis composed of one Traditional, 
one Conservative, and one Reform rabbi-examined 
the candidate. 

If the Bet Din approved the candidate, he or she 
proceeded to the final ritual requirements, which were 
supervised by the Traditional rabbis alone. These re
quirements were immersion in the mikveh for a female 
convert, and either circumcision or hatafat dam brit
symbolic circumcision-for a male convert. 

The final ritual steps were supervised or witnessed by 
three Traditional rabbis. 

Why It Broke Up 

• The joint conversion program broke up for differ
ent reasons, including disagreement over substantive 
theological issues, mainly: patrilineal descent; concern 
over the plan of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations (the national Reform congregational body) 
to introduce in Denver a formal attempt (an "outreach 
program") to convert unchurched gentiles; and concern 

ritually at Rodef Shalom. (They don't, so) that would be a 
distinction ... 

"But as to other distinctions, I'm not too sure, from a con
sumer point of view, that for the worshipper, there is much 
distinction between Conservative Judaism and Traditional 
Judaism, as it's called. It's primarily institutional-we belong to 
the United Synagogue of America." 

Traditional rabbis are members of the Rabbinical Council of 
America, the rabbinical organ of the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America. 
**Denver's Orthodox Rabbis-Yaakov Hopfer, Arthur Fine, 
and Yisroel Popack-did not participate in this conversion 
program. In fact, Rabbi Hopfer was credited with influencing 
the Traditional rabbis to disband the program. 
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over the high number of Reform sponsored converts 
going through the program (six-to-one). 

"Validity" of the Conversions 

• All of the rabbis who participated in the program 
regard these conversions as valid. 

• These conversions are recognized in Israet but the 
Israeli rabbinate does not know the special cooperative 
circumstances under which these converts were con
verted. According to Rabbi Daniel Goldberger (T), "The 
convert bears a letter that comes from us which bears 
our signatures (the Traditional members of the Board}, and that 
was sufficient. They (i.e. the converts) were accepted in 
both Israel and in the United States, based on the 
letters." 

Rabbi Stanley Wagner (T) added: "We didn't sign 
certificates stating that the following candidate came 
from the Reform Movement and we supervised only 
the rnikveh so we can't be responsible. Our certificate 
stated specifically that this person was kasher le-khol davar 
shebikedushah. And that's the certificate that they got." 

Non-Traditional Accommodations 

!The rabbis were very candid about the role they played, their 
intentions at the time they entered the program, and their retrospective 
evaluations.) 

All participants in this plan-Reform, Conservative 
and Taditlonal-had to make certain accommodations. 

Rabbi Jerome Lipsitz (T): "Even though the Reform 
reject the Halacha, they agreed that they would insist 
that kashruth be taught as a concept. They would also 
say that their students, too, would go through the 
immersion process as well as the hatafat dam brit." 

Rabbi Wagner:" Our compromise was simply that we 
did not make the thorough investigation that we might 
have made with our own converts-whether the per
son, in practice, was prepared to embrace a larger mea
sure of traditional Judaism. For example, we asked (the 
converts in the communal program) a series of questions. 
Number one: Will you observe the dietary laws? They 
had to answer in the affirmative. For the Reform, the 
dietary laws may mean eating challah on Shabbos and 
ma/zah on Passover. For us, dietary laws have a different 
meaning. Our compromise was not to inquire further 
and say, 'What do you mean by that? And we want to 
know how far you're prepared to go.' 

"Our compromise was to ask the major questions 
which symbolized major commitments to Judaism, to 
the Jewish people. We said, 'Do you commit yourself to 
the Torah?' General questions. Our compromise was 
not to get too specific about it. 

"I want to make it clear that it was left with a question 
as to how far they would go. We just gave the people the 
benefit of the doubt. This was the beginning of a pro
cess, as Rabbi Lipsitz said. We weren't prepared to say, 
ourselves, that this was the end." 
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Rabbi Goldberger: "As a matter of fact, we were 
becoming apprehensive." 

Rabbi Wagner: "We became uncomfortable with the 
fact there was a conversion program in Denver: Anybody 
want to convert? Just go to a conversion program. The 
existence of a program began to open the doors further, 
to undermine all the Jewish women in town. The Jewish 
women, especially, who are looking for Jewish men
the existence of a program made it easier for a man to 
say, Well, 111 go out with a non-Jewish girl and she11 
become converted." 

Rabbi Goldberger: "Because the Rabbis had a class for 
that. [In the past,] a couple would call, or an individual 
would call, and we'd say, 'Come on in, we11 sit down 
with you.' Not that that still isn't the case. That still is. 
But [recently] we would get calls into our offices, 'When 
do the classes begin?' The attitude was, The rabbis have 
a class in town to take care of that. 

"We don't think we can stop the flow of American 
assimilation, but we don't have to give impetus to it." 

Consultation Without 'Pesak' 

IJN: "Did you consult with some higher rabbinical 
authorities?" 

Rabbi Wagner: "We discussed, or I discussed, the mat
ter with a number of Gedolim but 1 did not ask them for 
any pesak (decision) because I was not prepared to reject 
this pesak because I intuitively knew what they were 
going to say ('No.')" 

Rabbi Goldberger: "In retrospect, in hindsight, it may 
be that it should have been realized that when you get 
into the interpretation of Jewish law-it should have 
been kept separate. The conversion program was done 
because we felt there was a need for Kial Yisroel, for 
unity in the community and perhaps we went over
board in that particular area." 

Rabbi Wagner: "I want to add to this a very important 
point. I think the lesson that we learned from this six
year experiment was that it's erroneous to build the 
ideas of Jewish unity on religious or ideological com
promises. There are a hundred ways to build Jewish 
unity. We can work together for Israel, Jewish educa
tion ... [But] to build a Jewish unity on the basis of such 
compromises is a very shaky foundation." 

Comment: Of Fraud and Futility 

By their own description, the Traditional rabbis of 
Denver have been party to an outrageous fraud. As 
they themselves say, if not for radical measures recently 
enacted by their Reform colleagues, they would still be 
involved in issuing conversion certificates to Reform
sponsored converts totally lacking in commitment to 
Torah and mitzvos by the Traditional rabbis' own stand
ards. This is not simply a matter of false representation 
to the convert himself, but has disastrous ramifications 
in terms of the individuals' acceptability as marriage 
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partners for other Jews, the Jewishness of their child
ren, and so on. As reported, the Israeli rabbinate has 
already been accepting Denver converts on face-value 
because of the credientials of the Traditional rabbis who 
signed on their certificates. If we were dealing with a 
faulty automobile part, all 750 vehicles would be recalled 
and examined before they would be returned to their 
owners. By the same token, steps should be taken to 
assure all sincere, bonafide gerei tzeddek (genuine con
verts) from the Rocky Mountain State that their cre
dentials are in order, and at the same time, to inform the 
others that theirs are not. The same process could well 
be applied to the members of the Rabbinical Council of 
America and the Synagogues affiliated with the UOJCA! 

Furthermore, one becomes starkly aware that while 
compromise for the sake of unity can often make good 
sense, when dealing with basic principles of faith, "com
promise" is actually a sell-out. It is truly outrageous to 
accept a nebulous assurance that a candiate for Judaism 
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is assuming "the yoke of Mitzvos" if keeping "dietary 
laws" means eating a piece of Challah on Friday night 
while mixing milk and meat .... It is time that all 
Orthodox rabbis recognize that Reform and Conserva
tive Judaism are far, far removed from Torah, and that 
Kial Yisroel is betrayed-not served-when Orthodoxy 
enters in religious association with them. 

We cannot fault the Reform members of the Denver 
rabbinate for not being more Orthodox in their conver
sions ... they are merely being consistent with their 
general abandonment of halacha. But the Traditional 
contingent, as members of good standing in the Rabbin
ical Council of America, leaders of synagogues that are 
affiliated with the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congre
gations of America, must take strong measures to main
tain unequivocal halachic standards; and when they fail 
to do so, others must blow the whistle and call "fraud" to 
this outrage. We hope that other communities contem
plating this type of inter-denominational cooperation 
will take note of the awesome pitfalls involved and step 
back from the abyss. "7. 
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2) THERE IS NO OTHER CONTROLLING FORCE BESIDES HIM. 
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REMEMBERING 

The May '83 issue of The Jewish Observer featured 
several articles that found fault with secular-sponsored memor
ial gatherings dedicated lo the Six Million martyrs of Ch ur
ban Europa. Many readers wrote the editorial office agreeing 
with the criticism but bemoaning the lack of gatherings with a 
Torah basis. While the dearth of such gatherings has yet to be 
fully corrected, there are a number that are convened annually. 
We offer reactions lo two of them by people who participated in 
them. 

Dr. Bernard Fryshman 

Straw Hat in a Sea of Black 
This time, it was to be a trip lo 

Portland; as usual I was bedecked in 
my summer "going to meeting" outfit: 
light suit, sedate tie, and light
almost white-straw hat.* I entered the 
Pupa Bais Medrash at 5:10 a.m., 
and forty-five minutes later I was on 
the way out, to my car. 

It dawned upon me that even in 
Williamsburg, 6 a.m. is a little early 
for everybody to be in Shu/. From all 
directions men streamed into the 
doors I had just left. Curious, I fol
lowed them back inside and found 
myself among a huge crowd of 

"This is the hat that my wife frowns upon as 
being totally inappropriate for one who 
aspires to be a Ben Torah. I have reassured 
her that my car has firmly established me as 
a Ben Torah in the eyes of the public (see JO, 
Feb '82). 

Or. Fryshman, associate professor of Physics at 
the New York lnsfitute of Technology and executive 
director of the Association of Advanced Rabbinical 
and Talmudical Schools, is a frequent can/ributor lo 
lhe~e pages. 
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Chassidim waiting to begin the Seli
chos of 20 Sivan. The person next to 
me moved his Selichos book over, and 
soon after there were hundreds of 
black-hatted Pupa Chassidim, and 
one light-beige-straw-hatted Jew, 
saying Selichos. 

By 6:30 a.m., I was counting the 
number of Pizmonim lefl: by 6:40 I 
was seeking a way to leave unobtru
sively; by 6:44, I was thinking up 
excuses to offer my fellow commission
ers. 

At 6:45 a.m., the Pupa Rav him
self-in spite of advanced age and 
infirm health-went to the A mud to 
say the special Kail Mo/eh Rachamim 
relating to the gezeiros of Tach v'Tat 
and to the Ch urban. With every word, 
with every krechtz I could sense the 
Rav reliving for his Kehilla what had 
taken place. With every Passuk he 
took those of us who hadn't lived 
through the horrors, along with 
him as he surveyed the Churban that 
befell the Jews of Europe. 

I have, of course, seen the dis
plays, the visual evidence; I have 
read the books and heard the stories 
of what happened to the Jews be
tween 1939 and 1945. I consider 
myself somewhat unemotional in 
my outlook-yet I didn't dare look at 
my watch for fear that the blurring 
of the dial would betray-to me
that there were tears in my eyes. 

There is no point in going info 
detail about my subsequent hair
raising car ride. Suffice it to say, the 
fact !hat I arrived al the airport safely 
and on time, is atfributable to factors 
outside my control and understand
ing. 

There are no "Holocaust" Build
ings, exhibits, monuments, or ar
chives in Williamsburg. Pupa shows 
no films, holds no speeches, con
venes no conferences. Yet months 
later, the memory of how this Torah 
community commemorated the zei
cher of its Kedoshim persists and tugs. 

'.T 

35 

1 

t 
' 

' 



Zvi Baruch Hollander 

"Hazkarah'' in T elshe 
Remembering the Destruction of World War II 

The twentieth of Tammuz, the 
Yahrzeit of the community of Tel she, 
Lithuania, had always been just ano
ther day in the never-ending final 
stretch 'til summer vacation was 
over. My thoughts had always cen
tered on the country, swimming, 
basketball, and all the other summer 
things boys think about. That all 
changed when I came to the Telsher 
Yeshiva. 

"Keil maalei rachamim .. . "The ba'al 
tefilla seemed to go on and on. Selichos 
on a weekday, in the middle of the 
summer yet! The davening seemed so 
much longer, like a sneak-preview 
of Elul. The sobriety felt like the 
Eseres Yemei T eshuva. I was ready to go 
home for the summer, to play, relax, 
and have fun. Not yet, the sign on the 
beis medrash bulletin board said. First 
stop and remember the Kedoshei Telshe. 

In a sense, the twentieth of Tam
muz was an enigma to me. It was 
the Yahrzeit for those whom I never 
knew, an island of thoughtfulness 
holding out against an onrushing 
wave of summer. Yet, the words of 

Zvi Baruch Hollander, is a member of fhr 

Te/she Kolle/ in Wickliffe, Ohio. This is his first 
appearance in THE JEWISH OBSERVER. 
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the late Rosh Ha Yeshiva Rav Elya Meir 
Bloch seemed so compelling. 

Anyone who realizes the importance of the 
chain of tradition established by the late Roshei 
Yeshiva in the service of Torah, Daas, and Yiras 
Hashem will recognize the importance of a Yorn 
Hazikoron, a day of rememberance, for the estab
lishment of our own service ... for drawing 
inspiration from the way in which their last 
moments sanctified Hashem's name .. . and for 
recognizing that the death of tzaddikim is more 
precious in Hashem's eyes than the destruction of 
the Beis HaMikdash. 

If the Torah that I had learned in 
the past five months of the zman 
(semester) was to make an impres
sion upon me, I would have to learn 
how to use it in my daily life when I 
went home. The Kedoshei Telshe did 
use it, and died for it. 

The twentieth of T ammuz was a 
Y ahrzeit for tzaddikim, from whom 
came Torah and Yiras Shamayim to all 
Jewry. For me, it was a day which 
took me beyond my personal con
nection with the Churban and made 
me intimately a part of the Torah's 
Churban: thus, I became better able 
to comprehend Klal Yisroel's Churban. 
A Y ahrzeit commemorated not only 
with tefilla and tears, but with a Tal
mudic discourse and a "shiur daas," a 

unique Tels her mussar shmuess which 
stressed the profound Divine 
strengths within man. Moreover, 
approaching the Holocaust with 
Torah, the "whys", so mysteriously 
left out of the other rememberings, 
were confronted and answered. Not 
to an understanding of the Holo
caust, but rather to one of Churban 
Europa, the most recent of our 
Divinely-ordained churbanos, did the 
twentieth of T ammuz lead. In this 
way it reveals the awesome hand of 
Providence in all our lives. 

Even today, the words of the late 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva ring in my ears, 

" ... al shevar bas ami hishbarti, I am shattered 
over the destruction of the daughter of my people," 
says the Prophet. With what can I prove your 
greatness, oh daughter of Israel, lo what can I 
compare you, to describe your importance, and 
thus to appreciate your loss? Ki gadol kayam 
shevarecha, for your destruction is all-encompass
ing like the sea, wave after wave of disaster, from 
all around, and yet your loss is unique among the 
common woe. 

From Churban Telshe, I progressed 
toward the Churban that shook Klal 
Yisroel on Tisha B'Av. After an island 
of thoughtfulness holding out 
against the sea of summer, I could 
go home. lT 

famous 
the dairy restaurant 

222 West 72nd Street 
(212) 595-8487 

Cholov Yisroel - Shomer Shabbos 
Under the Supervision of K'hal Adath Jeshurun 

Open for Breakfast, Luncheon and Dinner 
Catering - Parties - Meetings 
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c. 

Plenty of Guidance in Yeshivos 

To the Editor: 
If I am not mistaken, this is the 

second time I've read an article by 
Dr. Wikler that I (as a graduate of 
the Yeshiva-Kolle! system married 
to a seminary graduate) felt dispar
aging to Yeshiva students. 

"With some exceptions, most 
yeshiva students and seminary 
graduates tend to pay too little at
tention to the relationship fac
tor .... " 

My wife and I spent many hours 
and phone-dollars advising"yeshiva
daters." I find that everyone I have 
spoken to puts this factor as their 
major if not only consideration. Any 
cases I have heard of that have con
sidered "looks" more important or 
"money" important at all are just 
that; cases that I have heard of. 

I suspect strongly that these peo
ple I have heard of end up as many of 
his clients but they are the exceptions. 

In every yeshiva I have attended 
(3 "biggies" and one small one), the 
bochurim sensibly and earnestly seek 
advice when they are dating-and 
find within each institution the 
"specialists" in this field. 

NAME WITHHELD BY REQUES1 
Denver, Colo. 
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Dr. Wikler replies ... 
First and foremost, I would like to 

commend both you and your wife 
for the interest and concern you 
show to "yeshiva daters." Too often, 
such self-sacrifice goes unnoticed 
and even unappreciated. 

Secondly, the exact percentage of 
cases in which marital expectations 
or priorities are distorted is of little 
consequence. Most Rebbeim, Mashgi
chim and Roshei Hayeshiva would agree 
that enough cases exist to warrant 
serious attention. In fact, almost all 
the Rabbonirn who approached me 
last year in Erelz Yisroel had already 
initiated some form of structured, 
group-oriented hadracha (guidance) 
for their /a/rnidirn, dealing with prep
aration for marriage. Independently 
of each other, they each felt the 
need to "take actlon," to stem the 
rising tide of marital discord and 
divorce. 

In chulz /a'arelz (the Diaspora), 
however, less progress has been 
made. Since the publication of "Pre
paration for Marriage-Part II," I 
have received numerous requests 
from yeshiva singles (male and fe
male) and their parents looking for 
programs of hadracha similar to those 
in Erelz Yisroel. Other than to direct 
them to their individual Rebbeirn, I 
know of nowhere to refer them. 
The many chassan classes and kallah 
classes that do exist are able to deal 
with the non-halachic aspects of 
hadracha in only the most limited 
fashion, due to the realistic time 
constraints. 

In short, when in-depth, group
oriented preparation for marriage is 
sought, there is nowhere to turn. Of 
course, various individuals and 
groups of questionable hoshkafa 
(ideology) have and will continue to 
sponsor such programs. The need 
remains unmet, however, for com-

petant group hadracha under Torah 
auspices, which is open to the public. 

Considering the potential benefit 
of hadracha programs, as well as the 
misfortune they can prevent, we 
should not wait until tomorrow. 

DR. MEIR WIKLER 

OTLllf---. 
TO JERUSALEM 
In time of illness, SUl'lJery or 
crisis, special prayers will be 
recited al the Western Wall and 
al our Yeshiva in Jerusalem, 

CALL 24 HOURS 
(212) 871·41 l l 

A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE or 
The American Rabbi Meir 

Baal Haness Charity 
KOLEL AMERICA 

132 Nassau St. • N. Y., N. Y. 10038 
To Order Our Pushka, "A Seg'llla 
for Good Health, Happiness And 
Success", Call (212) 871-411L 
autocornp systems corp.I 

THE 

FUND RAISER 
···A··~·~;q·~·~-·~~d··~~;;;~~;h~~~;~·~···· 

system of programs on state
of-the-art computer hardware 
designed specifically to meet 
the information handling needs 
of organizations at an afforda
ble price. 
The FUND RAISER includes the 
following modules: 

Accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, general ledger, letter 
writing, tuition, yartzheit, exec
utive calendar, dinner-journal 
campaign (including table seat
ing). 
The FUNDRAISER 

• displays 20 records at a 
time on one screen 

• generates reports on the 
basis of 35 dynamic vari
ables 

•produces index and rolo
dex cards 

• personalized type-written 
letters (that include dollar 
amounts) 

Call Morris Weiswasser 
_at (212) 484-0911 
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A Computer in Every Home, 
But Not in Y eshivos 

To the Editor: 
I read the debate over computers, 

and as a Rebbe for many years, I felt 
the necessity to comment. 

There is no question that com
puters are the wave of the future 
and eventually every home will have 
them. The question is the value of 
early exposure vs. the risk that 
children become hooked on them 
and use them primarily for fun and 
games, or the more serious ones for 
secular projects that distract them 
from Torah learning. 

In the last few years, I have wit
nessed a great surge of enthusiasm 
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over games. Quite a few parents 
have said, "We no longer allow T.V., 
but Atari is different." I find all 
games, including Donkey Kong, to 
be as distracting as T. V.-the major 
difference is that prohibitions asso
ciated with T.V. are not involved (as 
of yet!). The children become totally 
involved in mind-numbing nothing
ness, with the object of gaining a 
few more points and instant gra
tification. 

Yes, these games may well en
hance coordination, but the bad 
tendencies far outweigh the good. A 
good game of ball certainly does far 
more for coordination and fitness, 
while refreshing the body and giv
ing the mind a breather. After a 
class recess, those that played ball 
are a lot more eager to return to the 

' Gemora than those that lost them-
selves in computer gamesl 

The second question is whether 
the computer can be a useful aid for 
learning. The primary use of the 
computer is drill through questions 
and answers. But too many stu
dents today Jack basic communica
tion skills. A Gemora discussion that 
takes me 15-20 minutes to explain 
clearly and thoroughly will be said 
over in less than 5 minutes. I am 
constantly stopping the boys and 
saying, "If I didn't know this piece of 
Gemora, or if you11 say this piece over 
to a stranger, he won't have the 
faintest idea of what you're talking 
about. Explain!" 

My tests consist of long answers. 
They are a real pain to mark (apart 
from miserable handwriting, non
existing grammar, etc.) because the 
brief answers are so unclear, they 
are worthless. The students defend 
themselves with, "Oh, you know 
what I meant."! feel that computers 
with T/F, multiple choice, and short 
answer quizzes will only compound 
this problem. 

Use of computers in actual Torah 
study has more pitfalls. When teach
ing, I do as little talking as possible, 
and draw out the students and let 
them do the talking. They tell me 
why a certain kushya is not valid, or 
how a certain tirutz, which may 
answer the question, can be im-

proved. This give and take, where 
each and every student is singularly 
individual, cannot be done with 
computers. They have a very limited 
role in limudei kodesh. The interaction, 
the total involvement of a student, 
cannot be computerized. 

Computers: Lower Standards 
of Learning 

My fear is that computers will 
serve to lower the standards of 
learning. Just knowing what Rava 
and Abaye say, or who the Rambam 
holds like, is not enough. In Chumash, 
the dangers are equally great. In my 
class, any discussion is valid if it has 
some relevance. The arguments, the 
heated discussion, awaken the ne~ 
shama and become indelibly printed 
on the heart. 

Where do computers come into 
the picture? One must keep in mind 
a comment I once heard attributed 
to Chasam Sofer. When approached 
with a new teaching method, he said 
even if the new method is better 
·?ducationally, Torah must be ab
sorbed in man's very limbs, and the 
old method may have many advan
tages in this respect. Gedolei Yisroel 
must be consulted to see if we are 
not losing more than we are gaining. 

Even if the computer is used ex
clusively in the secular department, 
it will lend the studies an aura of 
excitement lacking in religious stu
dies. Few students will realize that 
its value as a teaching instrument is 
limited to the secular department, 
and would represent a step back
ward in religious studies. 

In conclusion, we must proceed 
with caution. We don't have to be 
the first to rush into computeriza
tion, even in the secular depart
ment. After all, how many yeshivos 
rushed into the new math, wanting 
to be progressive, and fell flat on 
their faces? As for the Hebrew de
partment, even greater caution is 
necessary to succeed in creating 
programs that will enhance and 
broaden the students' scope of know
ledge-not just excite and diminish. 

ASHER SABO 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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The Role of the Computer 
in Yeshiva Education 

To the Editor: 
I'd like to add my few bits to the 

recent discussion on use of com
puters in our yeshivas (JO: Feb., 
Mar., May). 

There appear to be two separate 
issues here-should computers be 
used as a tool to educate our chil
dren in other subjects, both limudei 
kodesh and limudei chol (religious and 
general studies); should" computers" 
be included as a subject in the cur
riculum of the yeshivas. 

Neither author keeps the distinc
tion between these issues clear, but I 
gather that Dr. Fryshman is against 
the use of computers both as educa
tional tools and as subjects of study, 
while Rabbi Barash favors both. 

In full agreement with Dr. Frysh
man, I would like to elaborate on the 
second issue. 

Let me begin by challenging Rabbi 
Barash' s argument that yeshivas 
must teach their students about 
computers because those without a 
knowledge of computers will be 
handicapped, no matter what their 
profession. 

A Few Hours Are Sufficient 
This is a weak argument, as any 

computer professional will testify. A 
person using the computer as a too] 
need have no knowledge of the 
machine's inner workings or of the 
process of programming. To use the 
computer as an aid to accounting, 
for example, will require that an 
accountant spend at most a few 
hours in front of the machine with a 
manual. Usually, no further train
ing is desirable or necessary. After 
all, do we reqire prospective drivers 
to become auto mechanics? Cer
tainly not; we simply teach them 
how to use the car, and leave the 
tinkering to others. 

Leaving aside scare tactics, it 
might be argued that dataprocess
ing is a "clean" and lucrative profes
sion; why not teach it to our yeshiva 
students? 

The response is that no other pro
fession is as likely to entice a pros-
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pective ben Torah away from his 
learning. 

What goes on in the mind of a 
person learning Gemora? It would 
seem that a good part of the process 
is essentially one of abstraction and 
organization. Given a host of shitos 
(positions) on a single subject, the 
ta/mid will attempt to organize them 
into as few categories as possible 
based on the principle behind each 
shita. Given a machlokes (dispute) in a 
particular situation, the ta/mid will 
attempt to apply the machlokes to 
related situations by abstracting the 
principle behind the disagreement. 
The ta/midis taught to enjoy this sort 
of intellectual activity. Those who 
excel at it are elevated above their 
peers. 

Not Unlike Talmud 

Unfortunately, the intellectual 
activity of programming is very sim
ilar. The programmer attempting to 

In time for this week's 
Torah reading. 

Tz'enah Ur'enah is the 
most popular anthologiled 
Chumash commentary ever 
i:ompiled. 

It gives you the story of each 
sidrah - the verses of the 
Chumash are flavored with 
Midrashim, enlivened wi!h in
terpretation, clarified by the 
ideas of the classic commenta
tors. The resulting blend reads 
like ;i flowing story. 

computerize a particular application 
will try to reduce the application to a 
set of fundamental underlying 
operations, then organize the oper
ations into a coherent computer 
program. 

Thus it is not surprising that 
those who are successful at learning 
are also successful at programming. 
This has been borne out in my expe
rience as instructor of Computer 
Science at a prominent yeshiva high 
school, where a number of promis
ing young graduates who might 
otherwise have gone on to fuH-time 
learning instead elected to attend 
college (with a major in Computer 
Science, of course!) while only learn
ing part-time. It has also been borne 
out in my experience as Computer 
Programming instructor at Cope 
Institute-Rabbi Barash's own back
yard. 

Is this an implied criticism of the 
yeshivas? After all, if talmidim truly 

''i:'..'~,;":~ '" ,.. .... 
Easy to read and readily under

stood, Ti:'enah Ur'enah has been 
the Jewish people's favorite Chu
mash teacher for nearly 400 years. 
{As an extra bonus - the ArtScroll 
Tz'enah Ur'enah includes a com
plete treatment and commentary on 
al! the haftoros and Megillos.) 

Read this new ArtScroU translation 

""'"' ·~;:. J~:. 
~~;;::, ... .,.o•: 

r//;f;,~] ·-~-
i'"I and you'll see why hardly an Eastern , __ 

European Jewish home was complete 
without a well-worn, well-used Tz'enah Ur'enah. 

Newly published: 
Vol. lh Shemos-Vaylkra with haftoros 

(including Megi/fas fslher and Shir Ha5hirim). 

Also available. Vol. I Berelshls 
hardcover S 12.95 paperback S 9.95 

is a book to Jove and learn, cud up 
with and pick up again and again. It will W your 

inseparable companion on those Friday nights and 
Sabbath afternoons - and any other time - when 
you are drawn to your roots. Tran~lated by Mlrtam 
Stark Zakon. Published by Mesorah Publludons, 
Ltd. in conjunction with Hiiiei Press I Jerusalem. 

Vol. II: Sh'mos - Vaylkra 
hardcover $13.95 paperback $10.95 

Available af Hebrew bookstores or direcl from publisher: 

~ ~ fi6 1969 Coney Island Av./ Brooklyn, NY 11223 / (2121339-1700 
Dired man: Add $1.95 per order postage & handling; NYS residents add sales ta~. 

/n Israel: j. Crossman-Mesorah Mafraim I Red1ov 8ayi! Vegan 90/5 I Jerusalem 
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HOW IS YOUR "GIGO"? 

"GIGO".· •• is a word created by the com
puter industry to mean GARBAGE IN 
/GARBAGE OUT. The concept is that the 
computer only dispe·nses.the same quality 
information. as that·which was put into it 

The same is.usuall~{true about peoPle. H 
Garbage In, .. the ideas inge·sted are·neg
ative, s.hallow, ·and stale, we can usually 
.expect Garbage Out ... attitudes ·that 
reflect self 'doubt, indifference, criticism, 
sarcasm, and defeat 

But when w·e· learn to ma:ke· ' 1G" mean 
GO'O[) JN-developing .. enthusiasm, n·ew 
skills, positive ·atti.tudes .. , we can then 
look·forward.to GOOD OUT.~. creativity, 
accomplishment. growth, and· fulfillme·nt. 

The chpice o! GI.GO meaning Good 
In/Good Out or Garbage.·Jn/Garbage Out 
is .surprtsi.ngly·alwa'ys our choice ... and 
easily learned! 

Join a Small grOup· of men who will be 
taking·a course in developing.new skills in 
self expressions, self confidence,.goal set
ting, time management. ·creative and posi
tive thinking. A course tnat has.the poten~ 
tlal of makihg major improvements in your 
future. 

Simple, Certain, Gratifying 
Programing is relatively simple; 

learning extremely difficult by com
parison. Programming is a skill that 
can be acquired in a matter of weeks. 
Learning is a lifetime study. Given 
the same sort of intellectual re
ward-on a superficial level, of 
course-the student will be strongly 
drawn to computers. 

Programming is certain. The pro
grammer writes a program and tests 
it. It either works or it doesn't, but 
the programmer knows exactly 
where he stands. To the high school 
or bais midrash age falmid, learning is 
often very uncertain. One can work 
hours developing a sevora (rationale) 
based on information contained in a 
particular sugya (topic) but not be 
certain whether it is in accordance 
with information someplace else in 
Shas. That kind of knowledge comes 
only after years of study and famil
iarity with the Talmud-a prospect 
that many yeshiva students despair 

Lean how to $peak in public comfortably of ever achieving. 
and effectlvety. -You'll _be surprised how 
easily you Can acquire this coveted-skill, Programming provides instant 
and howllcanC>pen newopportunlliesfor gratification. When the intellectual 
you! activity of programming is complete, 
H you, youf:spouse,-or a friend can possi~ the reward is immediately at hand-
bly benefit from such a Course, please calf; a working computer program. The 

reward does not come in this world 
at all! 
appreciated the value of learning, 
would they so easily be drawn away 
from it by the lure of the computer? 
To take that position would be to 
ignore the tremendous yetzer horah 
that is.exerted on a young yeshiva 
man by the computer. 

We have already seen that the 
activity is one that suits him by 
nature-one for which he has always 
been rewarded. Beyond that, how
ever, programming offers a number 
of "rewards" that learning cannot: 
simplicity, certainty and instant gra
tification. 

(914)356-1567. Mr. Avi Shulman, 19 Grove rewards of learning, however, do 

:=S=t.=M=o=n=s=e=y·="'=·=V=.=1o9=S=
2

=· ========'-...:n::.o::.t:....::c:=ome so quickly. The primary 

To a young man growing up in 
American society today simplicity, 
certainty and instant gratification 
must exert a tremendous pull-if 
not on the conscious, then at least 
on the subconscious level. There
fore to expose yeshiva students to 
computer education is to place in 
front of them a stumbling-block 
which few will be able to overcome. 
To be sure, many yeshiva students 
will go on to college and will in
evitably be exposed to computer 
education there. One hopes that at 
that point the student will have 
gained sufficient maturity to avoid 
the lure. One hopes that their ye
shivos will have raised some of the 
points in this letter for them so that 
they can be on their guard. 
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Come To Formerly Kosher King 

k~r£~.~try 
And of course, one hopes that 

menahalim have the strength to resist 
the urgings of well-meaning but ill
informed parents and keep the com
puter out of the yeshiva clasroom. 

Whitehead Hall Brooklyn College 

,V'f"I\ tJnJ'O it>:tttt ''iH f'11M 
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'Cl'll:I ll"IV)/' \I> • .,., :'Mlll 'l: 111~11121 t~·g:i 11"'0 
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Certified l:ry Vaad Mishmeres Stam 
1 Flight Up 

Will Pick Up Your Mezuzos To Check 

5009 • 16th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 (21'2) 851-1637 
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EUAKIM WILLNER 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

KARKAINISRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity to purchase 
cemetery plots in Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our newly established 

CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 
Membership in the Chevra entitles one to all benef
its which accompany the services of a Chevra Kadi
sha and interment. When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel, you are 
supp?rtin~ the many Agudist activities especially 
the P1rche1 and Bnosactivities as well asa Free Loan 
Fund in Israel. 

(212) 791-1800 
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Toshavi's Report Divisive 

Cot1n o{ 

Mafda/ pamphlet. 

To the Editor: 
I am a staunch Agudist who tries 

to follow the direction of our Gedo
lirn. These feelings caused me to take 
exception to Mr. Toshavi's article 
(J.O. Elul 5743) concerning the sor
rowful strife in Jerusalem. If the 
facts (which happen to be obscure in 
this case) have to be discussed, then 
let them be presented without mak
ing further political divisions. Div
isiveness is one of the reasons for 
our bitter Caius. 

In the paragraph "Why the Dis
putes Hit the Street" he explains 
that "the Neturai Karta includes 
hotheads who are only too anxious 
to polarize Israeli society etc. Their 
motivation is obvious. They cannot 
tolerate the gains that are being real
ized for religious causes within the 
system, along guidelines formulated 
by Gedolei Yisroel-gains that include 
... etc. .. Such achievements put 
the lie to their claim that working 
within the system brings with it 
compromise of principle and sacri
fice of gains possible though street 
confrontation." 

This is not the format to discuss 
the difference between American 
and Israeli society. There were times 
that Gedolirn ruled to take unautho
rized protests to the streets, as in 
the case of the autopsy problem. 
Indeed, in the agony of the Israeli 
Kulturkarnpf an observer may ques
tion whether the gains of parlia
mentary representation could have 
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been made without the annoying 
street protesters. It is hard for us to 
judge. 

However the implications of that 
paragraph are appalling. You critic
ize the N.R.P. for name calling and 
prejudice against the "so called 
Ultra-Orthodox" and then you do it 
yourself. According to your assess
ment I agree with the N.R.P. Anar
chists must be dealt with stern mea
sures and severity far different from 
that used for mere vandals. How
ever we are not dealing with anar
chists. 

Not All Anti-Zionists 
Are "Hot Heads" 

The truth of the matter is that I 
would agree with your description 
of hot heads only because they do 
not follow responsible leadership on 
a day to day basis (! mean the hot 
heads, not the Neturai Karta). The 
group that opposes "the gains made 
within the government" is the Aida 
Hacharaidis, who you point out, had 
a peaceful demonstration. This is 
the ideological base of the Neturai 
Karta, also. However their motiva
tion is far from that which you 
stated as obvious. It is not jealousy. 
Morainu Horav Reb Aharon Kotler 
7"~1 had the greatest admiration for 
the Brisker Rav and the Satmar Rav, 
who disagreed with him. They held 
that one may not "work from with
in" the Israeli government because 
"it brings with it a compromise of 
principle." Even cooperation with 
the government was questionable. 
This is a halacha question and all of 
the gains in the world cannot '/'Ii 
"put to lie their claim." In fact it is 
this principle which prevents the 
Agudah from taking a cabinet seat. 
Mr. Toshavi, your argument was 
the one used for years by the N.R.P.! 
This is why we ask Gedolim for 
direction. 

Name calling and self congratula
tions fog the issues and cause a 
deepening of the problem. 

Let me paraphrase the words of 
the mashgiacl1 of Yeshivas Ner Yis
roel in a talk given on Tisha b'Av. 
Our feelings on this matter should 
be ones of anguish that the long and 

bitter contact with the non-Torah 
world has caused that factions of 
Kial Yisroel should be pitted against 
one another in ugly fashion, which 
is so foreign to the Jewish character. 
This is true on aH fronts. 

LEIB CHAIMSON 
Baltimore, Md. 

Ezriel Toshavi Responds: 
Yes, "divisiveness is one of the 

reasons of the bitter Ga/us,'' but 
reporting on it does not necessarily 
foster it. To the contrary. We should 
recognize that there are elements in 
Jewish society that contribute to 
divisiveness-even thrive on it. 
Identifying them can be the first 
step in avoiding its spread. 

While Agudath Israel has ideolog
ical differences with the Aida Ha
chareidis, the archaeological digs is 
surely not one of them. Nor is the 
Aida's peaceful demonstration a case 
in point. This was carried out with a 
permit, with dignity and no con
frontations. 

The Neturei Karta is quite another 
matter. It does not respond to a 
responsible rabbinical leadership
which is a major point of contention, 
not a minor one. They exploited the 
problem of digging at gravesites to 
deliberately provoke confrontations: 
witness the placards the Neturei 
Karta plastered in Jerusalem that 
called for 1,000 volunteers willing to 
suffer imprisonment for demon
strating illegally! Neither Agudath 
Israel nor the Aida Hachareidis finds 
this approach acceptable. 

By the way, condemning irres
ponsible behavior is a far cry from 
condoning brutal police retaliation. 
National Religious Party (Mafdal) 

WANTED 
Energetic organized individual 
to serve as executive director 
for a growing Yeshiva Ketana in 
the Mid West located in a strong 
Torah Community. Do you fit 
the above description? If so, 
write to: 

MOSDOS, POB 74 
clo The Jewish Observer 

5 Beekman St., New York, NY 10038 
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actually congratulated the police for 
its unprecedented brutal reaction. 
Moreover, they fixed the blame for 
the violenc--producing demonstra
tion on the broad-spectrum of the 
Yeshiva-Chassidic community (see 
cartoon). 

Agudath Israel in the Israeli Knesset 
elections of '59, in a letter that he 
issued to Rabbi Ahron Kotler 7"~1 
shortly before his passing-some
thing the Satmar Rav would never 
have countenanced. (See JO May '81 
for more details.) 

Fosler calling for 1,000 volunteers to be imprisoned. 

Incidentally, the letter writer is in 
error in comparing the attitudes of 
the Brisker Rav (Rabbi Yitzchok Zev 
Soloveitchik) and the Satmar Rav 
(Rabbi Yoe! Teitelbaum), ~=-i:? cm:t. 
Remember, the Satmar Rav strongly 
condemned Chinuch Atzmai for 
taking support from the State, the 
Brisker Rav did not. In addition, the 
Brisker Rav urged people to vote for 

To be sure, no one emerged totally 
unscathed from the unfortunate 
violence in Jerusalem this past sum
mer. But there are massive differen
ces within the broad range from 
NRP to Neturei Karla. And it is 
essential that these differences, 
some of them seemingly subtle, are 
well understood, and our sympa
thies be assigned judiciously. 
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ANNOUNCING THE 
PUBLICATION OF 

SEFER "TORAH LODAAS" 
-VOLUME I 

BEREISHIS • SHMOS 
(448 PAGES IN LOSHON HAKODESH) 

By: Rabbi Matis Blum 
Over 230 "Vert[ach" & Divrei Torah, and 

130 thought-provoking articles on various 
halacha and hashkafa-related topics, with has
komos from the Foremost Roshei Hayeshivos. 
(Volumes 11 & Ill on Vayikra~Bamidbar~Devorim and 
The Yomim Tovim are being prepared for publication). 
SPECIAL PRICE: $10 per vol. plus $2 for post. & 
hand. 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SEFORIM 
STORE, OR CONTACT: 
TORAH LODAAS PUBL c/o Matis Blum 
141-18 70 Av., Flushing, N.Y. 11367 (212) 544-8497 

ORDER FORM 

NAME-----------------

ADDRESS 
CITY ___ _ STATE _____ Z!P ---

PLEASE SEND ME 

___ Copies of Torah Lodaas~ Vol. I @ $10 per copy 
+ $2 for postage & handling. 

___ An annual subscription to the weekly Torah Lodaas@ 
$12 per year (starting with Bereishis) 
___ Total 

• Fully comprehensive program includes BASIC. 
INTRO, COBOL. JCL and BAL 

• Extensive hands-on terminal time ·Nith 
professional supeJVision 

e Training on state-of-lh'<>art IBM mainframe and 
PRIME 550-ll super-mini 

• Profession;i\ placement assistance fron1 the 
school with a proven reputation 

NEW CLASSES BEGIN MON., FEB.6th 
Financial aid avai\abl<> for eligible students 
Full Scholarship assistance available for income 
eligible students under JTPA 

FOR APTITUDE TESTING 
AND ENROllMENT PROCEDURES 

CAll (212) 436-1700 

COPE 
INSTITUTE 
4419 18th Avenue. Brooklyn, NY 11204 

A":r1•d•i;'d by 1\w "-'•'"" L<>lion d ln<kp,·nJ,•ni ( •>ll•·>!·,~ t!< '.>c hnoh 
lx.-n~cd by lh<' N•·w Y"tk '.ildl<" \:Ju(.olt<>r. \;tq,drtm<'nl 
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"Broken Promise": 
Brazen Betrayal 

To the Editor: 
Re: Gerald David's "A Broken 

Promise" (JO, Oct. '83): 
I would imagine that Dr. David 

can document all of his very sub
stantial allegations; and if only half 
of what he describes is only partially 
true, the situation is scandalous. 

Such being the case, we are not 
dealing merely with a broken prom
ise, but a brazen betrayal of public 
trust and what is tantamount to 
massive theft affecting a particu
larly vulnerable segment of the 
population. 

Instead of the mild-toned declara
tion that it is "imperative that Or-

\Trusted 
"The tftOS her 

. KOS 
Matne "' ods?' 
pou\\ry&fo 
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tion that in some areas Agudath 
Israel of America's Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action to
gether with its Commission on Spe
cial Education, Developmental Dis
abilities and Foster Care has been 
challenging government to keep its 
promise. Here are a few examples. 

thodox Jewish Communities educate 
(?) school board members ... (and) 
our community must petition our 
elected officials, etc., etc.", why isn't 
he fulminating about an intolerable 
and glaringly ILLEGAL situation? 
Why isn't there a call for a massive 
class action suit in Federal Court 
and/or a show-cause order to the 
Committee on the Handicapped? 
Why is the State allowed to deny 
Federally-mandated services and 
funds to legally entitled children? 

This is a horrendous situation
and based on what I have seen that 
can be done for learning-disabled 
children-to deny them these servi
ces now that ample funding is avail
able, is nothing short of a criminal 
act. As such, legal action of the most 
forceful kind must be taken to rec
tify the situation. 

(RABBI) A VIDGOR BLUMING 
New York City 

Some Promises Are Kept 

To the Editor: 

Until two years ago, handicapped 
children who were placed by their 
parents in a nonpublic school special 
education program received free 
special transportation to and from 
school from the New York City 
Board of Education. When the Board 
then decided to deny this service, 
Agudath Israel together with other 
nonpublic school leaders was able to 
obtain legislation forcing the Board 
to continue transporting these chil
dren. Since the legislation, unfortu
nately, has a one-year sunset provi
sion, Agudah mounts an effort to 
reenact this legislation every year. It 
is also working to make the legisla
tion a permanent part of New York 
law. 

In my article on "The Broken 
Promise" (Oct '83) I failed to men-

Even after the legislation was 
passed, the Board at first excluded 
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many yeshiva children from receiv
ing the transportation because these 
children attend schools that do not 
as yet have State certification, and 
this too was resolved through inter
vention by Agudath Israel's Com
mission on Legislation and Civic 
Action. 

Most important, a Committee on 
the Handicapped (COH) can re
commend a nonpublic school pro
gram for a handicapped child only if 
a public program does not exist. The 
COH, therefore, cannot consider a 
certified yeshiva program for a han
dicapped child if a public program is 
available for that handicap. Agudath 
Israel is currently involved in sup
porting State legislation that would 
give a COH the option of consider
ing and recommending a nonpublic 
special education programs on an 
equal status with public programs 
and would give our special children 
an opportunity to enter an adequate 
yeshiva program and have the gov
ernment pay the tuition. 

Finally, Agudath Israel is nego
tiating with the New York State 
Education Department to obtain 
State certification for the special 
education programs in specific ye
shivos. 

44 

(DR) GERALD DAVID 
Far Rockaway, N. Y. 

Author's Inquiry: 

In preparation for a new 
English adaptation of the Cha
fetz Chaim's classic on Hilchos 
Lashon Hora, anyone having 
halachic questions or author
itative answers (responsa) 
relating to contemporary appli
cations of the laws of Lashon 
Hora, please forward same to 

Chevra Shmlras Halashon. 

421-6th Street, 
Lakewood, N.J. 08701 

axe - -

More Summer Memories 

To the Editor: 
The article on summer camps 

brought back many memories of 
years gone by, but also strikes a 
vivid note when looking at today's 
campers, many of them children and 
grandchildren of former campers. 
Which brings to mind again the 
powerful influence of a camp sum-
mer. 

Just recently I was shown a letter 
received by Aron Goldstein from a 
boy from St. Louis who had come to 
Camp Agudah for the first time. 
Upon his return home he began to 
go to Yeshiva and wrote Aron about 
his new routine. He also mentioned 
that his luggage never arrived from 
Camp, but shrugged it off with the 

remark that "how can you compare 
losing a suitcase full of clothes to 
finding an entire new life?" This 
young man has just recently re
turned to the U.S. after several 
years at an Israeli Yeshiva. 

Among the mementos in our 
photo album is the enclosed picture 
of Harav Eliezer Silver ?"ltl on his 
annual visit to Camp Agudah es
corted by Harav Yakov Teitelbaum 
?"ltl and Reb Elimelech Tress ?"ltl. 
This scene probably took place dur
ing the first year that Camp Agudah 
was in Ferndale (1959). Among oth
ers in the picture can be seen cur
rent prominent Marbifze Torah in 
Monsey, Forest Hills, Kensington, 
Washington Heights and Manches
ter, England. 

SAMUEL 0ELBAUM 
Brooklyn, NY 
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On Top of the Bracha Situation in 
"Yerushalayim Shel Ma'alah" 

To the Editor: 
I would like to commend you on 

Hanoch Teller's very informative 
and moving article about Reb Hirsh 
Michel of Yernshalyaim she/ Ma'a/ah 
(Oct. '83). However, in one of the 
footnotes you state that when the 
German Kaiser visited Jerusalem, 
Reb Hirsh Michel was caught in a 
dilemma: "Should he join the rest of 
the town in going out to recite the 
blessing of Shechalak which is said 
upon seeing a monarch, or continue 
learning in seclusion?" 

This, however, could not have 
been Reb Hirsh Michel's question, 

for the n:;:i of seeing gentile kings is 
011 ;ru:'i i11:i:ir.i )l"lltu and the n:i;: of 
p?ntv is only for 7K1W, ~:'n~. The Beis 
Yosef and the Taz explain the reason 
for this: Kial Yisroel include those 
who go in Hashem's ways and 
therefore are part and parcel of 
il":li'il· Other monarchs, however, 
are always far and distant from 
Him, and their majesty is only con
sidered as a gift from i1":li'i!; so the 
n:n:i is )l"lltu-''who granted", but 
they are not a p'in-a part of Him. 

I hope you bring this to the atten
tion of your readers, since the pro
fessional excellence of THE JEWISH 
OBSERVER is such that it not only is 
considered an informer, but a teach
er as well. 

A VROHOM FISHMAN 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 

Reb Hirsh Michel's Legacy: 
Son, Seforim, and Disciples 

To the Editor: 
I enjoyed Hanoch Teller's article 

"Reb Hirch Michel's Yerushalayim 
she! Ma'alah" (Oct. 83), but was a bit 
disappointed that no mention was 
made of Reb Ben-Zion Avrohom, 
Reb Hirsh Michel's revered only 
son. A few lines devoted to him 
would have given the article more 
flavor and more generational depth. 

"Reb Ben-Zion Reb Hirsh Mi
chel's,'' as he was affectionately 
dubbed by his fellow native Yeru
shalmis, was ii1:lK\ Kl'i~ Kl:l-"the 
son is an extension of his father," in 
the noblest sense of the expression. 
He was a distinguished /a/mid cha
cham whose greatness in Torah was 
complemented by his righteousness, 

ATTENTION-NEWLYWEDS, NEW 
HOMEOWNERS, NEW HOUSEHOLDS 

(and old-timers, too) 

A RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS 
pushka should be an integral part of your home furnishing. 

Besides doing the great mitzvah of supporting tile oldest charitable institu
tion in Jerusalem, the zechus of RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS brings Maze!, 
Glick, good health and Hatzlacha. 
No obligations-At your leisure, empty the pushka and send in a check for 
the equivalent amount. 
Rabbi Meir Baal Haness Kupath Ramban Colel Polen Dept. 416/ 
1133 Broadway/New York, N.Y. 10010/(212) 255-7800 
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while it was veiled by his humility 
and simplicy. He was a recognized 
Mekubal (Kabbalist) and a regular 
mispallel at Beth-Keil, the Old City's 
awesome time-honored Mekubalim 
shul. 

From birth through his upbring
ing, Reb Ben-Tzion's every minute 
was touched with utter holiness and 
purity: At birth, an amulet sanc
tioned by Rav Chayim Volozhiner 
(disciple of the Vilna Gaon) was fas
tened around his arm by his father, 
as a prayerful protection, since his 
previusly born children had died as 
infants. He wore it for years, and 
like a kohein, abstained from the con
tact with the deceased until the day 
of his father's demise ... when the 
amulet mysteriously disappeared. 

Reb Ben-Zion was highly res
pected by Torah leaders who visited 
him in his humble dwelling in the 
Old City to converse in Torah. When 
the Munkacher Rav visited Erelz Yis
roel in 1930, Reb Ben-Zion was in
troduced to him by the eminent 
venerable Sephardi Chacham Al
fanderi as "a malach (angel)." To be 
sure, Rav Alfandri was not given to 
conferring praises gratuitously on 
any individual. 

Reb Ben-Zion was also known to 
be as a poe/ yeshuos whose prayers on 
behalf of others were fulfilled. He 
passed away on Shevat, 1947. 

Reference could also have been 
made to Reb Hirsh Michel's greatly 
esteemed sefarim, Tzitz Hakodesh, a 
two-volume set of responsa that 
display his gaonus. 

Speaking of Reb Hirsh Michel's 
successor generation, it might also 
be interesting to note that Yerusha
Jayim was privileged to have in its 
midst a cadre of highly reputable 
talmidei chachamim who, in their char
acter traits and other qualities, were 
conspicuously recognizable as Reb 
Hirsh Michel's disciples, with some 
of them, like Rav Akiva Porush and 
Rav Meir Miller, playing a promi
nent role in the old Yishuv's struggle 
against the Zionist establishment in 
the post World War I years. 

HERSHEL SPIELMAN 
Brooklyn 
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Hebrew Academy of Cleveland pub
lishes over 50 Educational Items for 
Hebrew Doy Schools. 
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Cotalog sem upon request. 
Send $1 .00 for handling ta: 

HEBREW ACADEMY 
PUBLICATION$ DEPT. 

1860 SaiJthTaylor Rd. 
Clev'eland Heights, Ohio.44118 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

·~ip'7 in: ·~ip'7 
?"'Si iVC7K 7K10tt' 'i i";'il'iO 

Available at 

LEKUTEI INC., c/o I. Rosenberg 
10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
NYC 10036/(212) 719-1717 
20 Volumes on Torah, 

Perek, T ehillim, 
Medrash, Megilos & Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivas and used for reprinting 

of volumes out-of.-print 

PRICE $10.00 PER VOLUME 

The Oaf Yomi 
Commission of 
Agudath Israel 

of America 
takes pride in announcing the 

inclusion of 

n1~ip~i1 Oi~l1p 

in the forthcoming volume of 

~01-i 0'7pio 'oo 
a complete quotation of all 

p'sukim cited in the Mesechtos, 
which proved to be so invaluable a 

study aid in the learning of 
Pesachim Prepared by 

Horav R' Mordechai Dovid Rubin, 
Sasregen Rebbe t-i"c,'iiu 

@ 7T 
Who's Suffering Turbulence? 

To the Editor: 
I would also like to comment 

briefly on the subject of baale teshuva, 
recently covered in S. bat Avraham's 
letter ("Three Cheers For T urbu
lence"-Dec. 82). I am also a convert 
from ten years ago. 

Although some baa!e teshuva come 
"out of disillusionment, out of des
pair" (D. Gottleib-JO, June '81), 
certainly not all do! And I suspect 
that very few (especially today, when 
there are so many baale teshuva and 
institutions catering to them) feel 
the "turbulence" to such a great 
extent as S. bat Avrahamseemed to. 

There may-yes-be periods of 
despair, and difficulties in "coping." 
But everyone in life has a certain 
amount of ups and downs. I doubt 
sincerely if the average baa! teshuva 
feels very much more difficulty, 
surrounded by other baa!e teshuva in 
his yeshiva, than a born-frum high 
school boy trying to decide whether 
or not to go to college (or a born frum 
girl who is unfortunately not yet 
married at age 22). 

However, the baa! teshuva may feel 
that D. Gottlieb's words ("they suffer 

c:2J1ATANA 
(/ALLE~ 

1163 EAST 10th STREET 
BETWEEN KAND L 

Jewish Books, Judaica, Taleisim, 
Mezuzos, Hebrew Clocks, Wall 
Plaques, Lucite, Personalized Chala 
Covers, T alis Bags and Yarmelkas. 
Big Specials on a Large Selection of 
Jewelry, Earrings, Bracelets, Neck
laces, ... And Much, Much More
All at Super Discount Prices. 

Open Sunday and Wednesday 
11:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

or by appointment 252 .. 1222 

emotional problems, physical addic
tions, and failure in their endea
vors") are mildly insulting. He may 
feel that these terms imply instabil
ity. The newcomer to Yiddishkeit 
who was not previously a drug addict 
or hippie may fear to be labeled "baa! 
teshuva," if he fears that he will be 
classified and grouped with those 
few baa!e teshuva who retain a degree 
of instability or "failure in their 
endeavors" (and these are not neces
sarily the ex-addict or hippie, who 
may be basically"stable" underneath 
it all), even after their "return" to 
Judaism. Yet, the more self-confident 
the baa! teshuva is, the less likely he is 
to react negatively to D. Gottlieb's 
words. 

I might add that other baa!e teshuva 
(especially ones who were baa le teshuva 
a few years ago) may also often be 
guilty of pressuring new baa!e teshuva 
to conform to their own brand of 
"Yiddishkeit." Often the mach!okeses 
between different groups within 
Orthodoxy are vibrantly displayed 
in vivid technicolor. This creates, 
quite often, a terrible chil!u! Hashem. 

So rather than dwell on being 
baale teshuva or "converts" or "chassi
dim" or''misnagdim" or"born frum," 
let's all try and dwell on being "frum 
Jews" to the best of our ability. If we 
can put our energy into self-im
provement (rather than worrying 
too much about our fellow "frum
mies'~, the other problems will be 
solved as a matter of course. 

A note also in defense of Ruth. 
She may have had Naomi and "a 
roof,"but the ha lac ha that a "Moabite 
but not a Moabitess" (were forbid
den to enter into marriage with 
Jews) was not yet publicized. (This 
was publicized with Boaz's marriage 
to Ruth.) Ruth, on her conversion, 
had no knowledge of this ha!acha, 
and converted despite the "knowl
edge" that her prospects for mar
riage were zero. How many of us can 
boast to such an achievement? Let 
none of us demean the tremendous 
sacrifices and spiritual grandeur of 
Ruth. 

(Mrs.) Ruth ben Avraham 
Bnei Brak, Israel 
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Clockwise from lop lefl: Rabbi Yaakov Yilzchok Ruderman, Ra/1bi Yaakov Kamenelzky. Rabbi Shimon Schwab 
and Rabbi Avrohom Pam, Rabbi Giffer addressing keynote session. 

TORAH SAGES AT AGUDATH ISRAEL CONVENTION: "USE 
TECHNOLOGY TO ADVANCE TORAH STUDY AMONGST 

JEWISH MASSES" 
The Chofetz Chaim Dominates 
Strange as it may seem, the dominant per

sonality at the 61st Annual Convention of 
Agudath Israel of America, which took place 
in Portchester, New York, Thursday, Nov
ember 24 through Sunday, November 28, 

was the Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Yisroel Meir 
HaKohein, the legendary Torah leader who 
passed away fifty years ago. The sage's time
less teachings, his saintly personality, his 
hopes and beliefs, were an almost tangible 
presence at just about every session of the 
conclave. In fact, a special session was con
vened to evaluate the legacy of the Chofetz 
Chaim, addressed by a leading Torah scholar 
and a prominent spiritual leader. Rabbi Si
mon Schwab, rabbi of K'hal Adath Jeshurun 
in Washington Heights, New York, said that 
the works of the saintly Chofetz Chaim who 
lived in Radin, Poland, early this century 
affect the lives of Orthodox Jews more than 
those of any other Torah scholar of recent 
times. The Chofetz Chaim's writings include 
Mishnah Brurah, which is a comprehensive 
compendium on sections of the Jewish Code 
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of Law, as well as Chafetz Chaim, a guide to the 
prohibition against Lashon Hora (speaking evil 
of one's fellow man). Rabbi Schwab said: 
"The message of the Chofetz Chaim to us is 
that it is not possible to be an observant Jew 
by only observing the relationships between 
man and G-d; equally important is how peo
ple relate to one another." 

Rabbi Avrohom Pam, dean of Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn, noted that the 
Chofetz Chaim's Shmiras Haloshon was writ
ten to underscore the importance of com
municating correctly and responsibly with 
people. Rabbi Pam added, "The Chofetz 
Chaim always stressed the responsibility of 
every Jew to strengthen yeshivos and to be 
active in meeting communal responsibili
ties." 

The two presentations were followed by a 
family member's recollections, by Rabbi Av
rohom Gershon Saks (Rosh HaYeshiva of 
Yeshiva ChofetzChaim, Monsey, N.Y.). The 
session was chaired by Rabbi Yosef Frucht
handler, Rosh Ha Yeshiva at Mesivta Chaim 
Berlin. 

Keynote Aura 
The keynote session, which attracted dose 

to 3,000 people to the Rye Town Hilton's 
convention hall on Motzaei Shabbos was also 
dominated by the Chofetz Chaim's teach
ings. Speaking to an overflow crowd of dele
gates and visitors from 9 countries and 25 
states, and to a live radio audience, Rabbi 
Mordechai Gifter, dean of the Telshe Ye
shiva in Cleveland and a member of the 
organization's Council of Torah Sages 
{Moefzes Gedolei ha Torah), echoed one of the 
Chofetz Chaim's favorite comments in say
ing: "We Jews see it as G-d's intention that 
technological advances be used not for mass 
destruction, but for the elevation of man 
through the study of Torah, such as the 
popular Dial-A-Oaf program." Rabbi Gifter 
was referring to the nationwide daily tele
phone Talmud study program, which in
cludes thousands of subscribers who dial in 
to hear a SO minute lesson each day on the 
current Daf Yomi page of the Talmud. 

Rabbi Gifter suggested "concluding every 
Daf Yomi session with study of a passage 
from the sefer Chofefz Chaim, to avoid slander, 
applying study to daily life." (Sunday morn
ing's Daf Yomi session, Jed by Rabbi Moshe 
Heinemann of Baltimore, concluded with a 
passage from Chofefz Chaim.) 

Three venerable Tor ah scholars, also mem
bers of the Council of Torah Sages, under
scored Orthodoxy's responsibility for reach
ing out to all Jews regardless of their level of 
observance. In a filmed message, Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein, Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta 
Tiferethjerusalem, said that Agudath Israel's 
nationwide programs must be supported "so 
it can expand its many valuable activities, 
with special emphasis on bringing children to 
higher levels of competence in Talmudic 
studies." Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath, echoed 
this theme, adding that only "an effective 
coalition of Orthodox Jews, such as those 
assembled at Agudath Israel's conventions, 
can achieve this goal." Rabbi Yaakov Rud
erman, Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Israel in Balti
more, recalled how "40 years ago a secular 
Jewish leader referred to Orthodoxy as a 
frail transplant with no future in America. 
How we have proven him to be wrong! For 
Orthodoxy, in great measure due to the 
dynamism of Agudath Israel, has emerged as 
the leading vibrant force in Jewry." 

ARE YOU A FAMILY MEM
BER ABUSING DRUGS 
(PRESCRIPTION OR 
OTHER) OR ALCOHOL? 
FOR FREE ANONYMOUS 
SUPPORT/SELF HELP 
GROUP CALL RABBI 
DAVID STEINMAN 951-7002 

47 



I 

I 

t 
I 

48 

FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 

YOOl«i 
READERS 
DMSIOtt 

Have you read our 
latest books? 

Savta Simcha and the 
Cinnamon Tree by Ya/fa Ganz 

Savta Simcha and the Incredi" 
ble Shabbos Bag by Yaffa Ganz 

Once Upon America-Jewish 
Stories of Here and Now by 
Blima Deutsch Silverman 

The Yellow Star by Simcha 
Bunem Unsdorfer 

The Twin• by Benzion Firer 

Saadiah Weis•man by Benzion 
Firer 

The Long Journey Home by 
Benzion Firer 

Who Knows One? -A Book of 
Jewish Numbers b_v Yaffa Ganz 

The Mystery of the Mistlnc 
Pu1hke by Eliezer Gevirtz 

If you haven't, you're 
missing something! 

6 
FELDHEIM r,;PUBLISHERS 
.JERUSALEM f J NE\.\' YORK 

Don't Be Smugly Complacent! 

At the same session, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
president of Agudath Israel of America, 
called upon Orthodox Jews "not to become 
smugly complacent from the recent acceler
ated growth of Orthodox Jewry and its 
influence in this country. While, indeed, 
from Orthodox Judaism emanates a frgrance 
of life, a large portion of American Jewish 
community reeks from spiritual death," he 
stated, and urged Agudist activists to step up 
outreach programs to "save for a Jewish 
future the one million Jewish boys and girls 
in this country to have yet to utter with their 
lips the 'Sh ma Yisrotl.' 

The Keynote session also featured greet
ings from Rabbi Moshe Horowitz, Bostoner 
Rebbe, New York: Rabbi Shmuel Shmelke 
Halpert, member of Israeli Knesset Oerusa
lem); and Rabbi Yehudah Meir Abramowitz, 
Chairman, Agudath Israel World Organiza
tion, Jerusalem. 

A number of notable Yeshiva deans, 
Chassidic leaders and community activists 
were represented at the session. The con
vention heard greetings from the Gerer 
Rebbe, Bluzhover Rebbe, Sanz-Klausenberg 
Rebbe (read by Mr. Henry A. Roth), Vizh
nitzer Rebbe, and Bobover Rebbe (read by 
Rabbi David Greenzweig). A message from 
the Ponevezher Rosh Ha Yeshiva, Rabbi Ela
zar Shach (read by Rabbi Chaskel Besser), 
opened with the greeting: "I am with you in 
all your decisions, for I am your Chi:iver.' 

Among those gracing the dais were Rabbi 
Shmuel Berenbaum (Mir), Rabbi Malkiel 
Kotler (Beth Medrash Govoha), Rabbi Yis
roel Perkowski (Beth Ha T almud/Rav-Agu
dath Israel of 16th Ave.), Rabbi Simcha 
Shustal (Stamford), and Rabbi Simcha Was
serman (Ohr Elchonon-Jerusalem). 

The full membership of the Nesius (Presi
dium of Agudath Israel) was present at the 
convention, gracing the sessions, including: 
Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson (Sais Shraga, Mon
sey), Rabbi Yitzchok Feigelstock (Mesivta of 
Long Beach), Rabbi Elya Fisher (Kolel Gur), 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Horowitz (Bostoner 
Rebbe-Boston), Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Le
vin (T elshe, Chicago)~who opened the Con
vention with greetings on behalf of the 
Nesius, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow (Novominsker 
Rebbe), and Rabbi Aaron Schechter (Mesivta 
Chaim Berlin). 

Busloads of groups of Chassidim from 
Skver, Vizhnitz, and Klausenberg were also 
present at the session. The keynote session 
was chaired by Rabbi Besser, member of the 
presidium of Agudath Israel of America, and 
was opened by Menachem Shayovich, con
vention co-chairman. 

Rabbi At>ro/iom Gershon Saks 

Ri:ibbi Shmtlke Halper/ and Rabbi Y.M. Abramowitz. 

Rab/ri Moshe S/ierer. 
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Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levin, Rabbi Yitzchok Feigelsfock, Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson, Rabbi Aaron Schechter, 
Rabbi Elya Fisher, Rabbi Sholom Schwadron. 

Rabbi Y. Weintraub, Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum, Rabbi Reuvain Fein, Rabbi Yekusirl Biftersfeld. 

-~'''" 

Rabbi Simcha Wasserman, Dr. Barurh Ad/rr, Rabbi R1•uvain Feinsfrin, Rabbi Dovid Lifschitz. 

Rabbi Simfha Shusta!, Rabbi Dovid Kwiat, Ra/ibi Gavrie/ Ginsliurg. Rabbi Yisrorl Perkowski. 
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GUEST OF HONOR 

Rebbitzen Chaya Frankel 
BELIA SCHLESINGER 

AWARD EE 

Mrs. Esther Katzenstein 
AWARDEES 

Mrs. Rose Feifer 
Mrs. Esther Klitnick 

Mrs. Rose Sommerfeld 
Mrs. Celia Zanziper 

Junior N'shei of 
Ocean Parkway 

[uru:fteon Cfmirmrn: 

llittrgant Braun 

BUiru:ile 1<aftn 
lt\nnii I1use6o.um 

Donate your back issues 
of The Jewish Observer 

and Olomeinu to: 
Jewish Youth Library 

1353 51 Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 

(212) 435-47i 1 
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Reports from Overseas 

At a special session devoted to "The Crisis 
Issues in Eretz Yisroel Today," the conven
tion heard Rabbi Shmuel Halpert, a member 
of Agudath Israel's Knesset delegation and a 
member of the Knesset's Committee on 
Intelligence and Foreign Affairs, who said 
that he was confident that the new govern
ment of Prime Minister Yitzchak Shamir 
would fulfill the "religious commitments 
made to Agudath Isrel, including endeavor
ing to amend Israel's Law of Return and 
enacting a law to bar archaeological digging 
in ancient grave sites." Rabbi Halpert re
ported on Agudath Israel's impressive gains 
in the recent municipal elections, in which 
Agudath Israel increased its representation 
by 300/cl. A spirited question-and-answer 
period followed. The session was chaired by 
Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz, Rav of Agudath 
Israel of Boro Park-14th Avenue. 

--
Communal Service as a Profession 

A leading Jewish educator, rabbi of a large 
Sephardic community, and a prominent lay 
leader participated in a symposium, "Rabbo
nus, Chinuch, Lay-Askonus: Is There a 'Best 
Way' to Serve Kial?" Rabbi Yitzchok Dwek 
of Deal, New Jersey, suggested that Agudath 
Israel "convene seminars for Orthodox rab
bis to receive inspiration, direction, and gui
dance from their mentors."He also called for 
raising the status of the rabbi to new levels of 
respect within Torah circles, to attract gifted 
scholars to the pulpit. 

Rabbi Yehoshua Fishman, Executive Vice 
President of Torah Umesorah, the National 
Society for Hebrew Day Schools, said that 
new levels of dedication are called for"to deal 
with nearly one third of Jewish day school 
children who are under-achievers, and the 
2,000 annual elementary school graduates 
who do not continue in yeshiva high schools. 

Of the 105,000 children enrolled in Hebrew 
day schools, 6,500 Jewish children graduate 
elementary school each year. Reach-out 
energies aimed at those distant from Judaism 
could well be used toward directing the 
eighth grade drop-outs with greater suc
cess 

Edwin Katzenstein, president of K'hal 
Adath Jeshurun in Washington Heights 
(NYC), president of the Artus Corporation 
in private life, had high praise for "today's 
cadre of lay volunteers who pursue their 
tasks with the same degree of determination 
and responsibility as do rabbis and educa
tors." He stressed, however, that those acti
vists must be joined by many, many others of 
equal dedication if the community's needs 
are to be met. 

The session was chaired by Mr. Nachum 
Stein, a Vice President of Agudath Israel of 
America. 

Rabbi Yaakov Perlow IN011omi11sker 1\ebbe). Rabbi Levi Yrluhok Horowitz 
(Bosloner Rebbe, Boston), Rabbi Moshe Horowitz IBostoner Rebbe, Brooklyn). 

Rabbi Levi Krupenia, Rabbi A rye Malkiel Kotler. 

Rabbi Hillel DaPid, Rabbi Mordechai Weinberg. Ralibi Yisroel Meyn Kagan, Rabbi Nison Alper/, 
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Special Shabbos Ambiance 

The wonderful mix that Agudath Israel 
represents-the cross-section of Chassidic 
leaders and their adherents, Roshei Yeshiva 
and their disciples, Rabbonim and their con
gregants . . Kolel fellows, professionals, 
businessmen, workers, and full-time stu
dents ... assumes a certain magnificence 
when shtrrimel, hamburgs, and fedoras mix 
with the ushering in of the Shabbos ... so 
sparklingly in evidence at the annual Con
vention. 

The sense of urgency that must fire our 
ambitions for self-improvement were articu
lated by Rabbi Yaakov Perlow (Novominsker 
Rebbe) in an address at KabbolasShabbos. Rabbi 
Perlow called on the convention participants 
to devote their free time, on Sundays, to 
personal betterment through Talmud study 
and review. Rabbi Perlow was introduced by 
Rabbi Yoseffrankel (Rav, Kha! Bnei Shlomo 
Zalman, Vielopoler Rebbe). The Shabbos at
mosphere was enhanced by the davening of 
Reh Dovid Werdyger, who led Kabbo/as Shab
bos and Maariv. 

A Friday night plenary session was graced 
by addresses from Rabbi Reuven Feinstein 
(Yeshiva of Staten Island), Rabbi Elya fisher, 

and Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Horowitz {Bos
toner Rebbe-Boston). As a special treat, 
Rabbi Sholom Schwadron spun out an in
spiring (and-who can deny it?-entertain
ing) expansion on the theme: why we must 
transcend the American "Sunday Trap" and 
devote the day to spiritual betterment. The 
breathless crowd hung on Rabbi Schwad
ron's every gesture, twist of the wrist, 
arched eyebrow, and throaty krechtz-each of 
which conveyed worlds of atmosphere and 
information. 

After Shacharis, the convention heard a call 
to growth in both tefilla and Torah study 
through concentrated effort, issued from 
Rabbi Levi Krupenia (T oras Emes-Kamen
itz). The Rosh Ha Yeshiva was introduced by 
Rabbi David Olewsky (Mesivta Ger). 

Shalash Seudos featured a brief address by 
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky. In addition, 
Rabbi Mordechai Weinberg (Yeshiva Gedola 
of Montreal) urged those present to be more 
fastidious in Ma'aser Kesafim (tithing for char
ity). Rabbi Yekusiel BittersfeJd (Mesivta 
Be' er Shmuel) also greeted the Convention. 
A festive Melave Malke that night was enli
vened by the music of Neginah Orchestra. 

Oaf Yomi 
A Convention of Agudath Israel is a rare 

opportunity to savor some of the most artic
ulate Maggidei Shiur of Daf Yomi, at special 
study sessions, which drew standing-room
only crowds. These included: Rabbi Pinchas 
Horowitz {Chuster Rav), Rabbi Avrohom 
Ausband (Yeshiva Talmidei Telshe, West
wood, NJ), Rabbi Nison Alpert (Rav, Agu
dath Israel of Long Island), Rabbi HiHel 

David {Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva Shaarei To
rah), and Rabbi Moshe Heinemann (Rav of 
Agudath Israel of Baltimore), as well as 
Rabbi Yisroel Meyer Kagan (Yeshiva Toras 
Chaim, Denver), who gave a Pilpul Shiur on 
the Daf Yomi. 

In addition, a special room in the conven
tion site designed as a beis midrash was in 
constant use. 

Restoration of Cemeteries in Poland 
Rabbi Yehuda Meir Abramowitz, chair

man of the Agudath Israel World Organiza
tion and former Knesset delegate, came 
directly to the convention from Poland, and 
reported that negotiations with the Polish 
government to restore some of the more 
than 400 Jewish cemeteries in that country 
were progressing. As a first step, he said, 

dose to 30 cemeteries were targeted for res
toration with money to be raised in the west. 
Rabbi Abramowitz said that Polish officials 
have been "extremely cooperative" since a 
written agreement was signed last summer 
between an international group of Orthodox 
representatives and the Polish government. 

Yerushalmi Oaf Yomi Siyum Planned 
Preparations for the first Siyum Hashas of Bunim Alter t(0t!~?IQ, to revive the learning of 

Daf Yomi!Yerushalmi scheduled for Sunday, 11 the Talmud Ha'Yerushalmi. The learning of 
Iyar (May 13), are under way, according to a Yerushalmi by scholars and Ba'alei Battim has 
spokesman of the American branch of the increased dramatically as evidenced by the 
Va' ad Lehafotzas Limud Ha'Yerushalmi. The volume of seforim on Yerushalmi, old and new, 
cycle started on 15 Shevat, 5740, as part of a published in the past few years. 
resolution passed to strengthen and further Participants of the Bavli Daf Hayomi will 
the study of the "Talmud Ha'Maarcvi," in soon be getting a taste of Yerushalmi when on 
response to the call at the Sixth Knessia Ge- B Adar I, they will be commencing Shekolim. 
dola from the Gerrer Rebbe, Rabbi Simcha 
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Special Touches 
Special recognition was given to several 

outstanding community activists, who re
ceived" A vodas Hakodesh" Community Ser
vice Awards. Dr. Avrom Pollak of Baltimore, 
Michoel Schnurmann of Chicago, Aryeh 
Leib Stern of Detroit, and Bruce D. Shoulson 
of West Orange, N.J. 

The awards were presented by Rabbi 
Shmuel Bloom, administrative director of 
Agudath Israel of America. 

As another special touch, a stirring audio
visual presentation, shown at the keynote 
session, conveyed the exciting scope of Or
thodoxy's revolutionary changes in the last 
sixty years. A case in point of this positive 
change was a greeting from Yisroel Green
wald, president of Zeirei Agudath Israel, 
who captured the convention's imagination 
with a vignette of Kiruv that typified Zeirei's 
work. 

r incus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevres 

I Kadisha in Jerusalem 
with karka on Har Hazaicim, San~ 
hedria and Har Hamnuchot; also 
sole agent for the "ADMAT KO
DESH" Cemetery in SEFAT, near 
the " TZIYON" of R'PINCHAS 
Ben YAIR and MERONCemetery, 
in the vicinity of the ."OHEL" of 
R'SHIMON BAR YOCHAI. Katka 
also available on all other COM
MUNITY ~OWNED Cemeteries in 
Eretz Yisrael. controlled and main
tained by the CHE VRA KADISHA 
of the COMMUNITY Not a 
PRIVATELY-OWNED BUSI
NESS. 

1569 47th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 
Honesty - Integrity -

Responsibility 
Over 30 Years of Dedicated Service to 

the Orthodox Jewish Community 

1309 48 St., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
854-2911 
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@ Ce•t•!•ed Kosher bv the Ur,•on of 01thodox Jew•Sh Congrega11ons 

Rabbi Htnoch Liebowitz Ito the right). 

Orthodox Jewish Identity in a Secu
lar World 

The teachings of the Chofetz Chaim were 
also in the forefront at the Convention's 
opening plenary session, when a leading 
Tor ah scholar, Rabbi Henoch Leibowitz, 
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbi Yisroel Meir 
HaKohein in Forest Hills, addressed the 
theme of a symposium on" An Orthodox Jew 
in the Non-Jewish World." 

In his message, Rabbi Leibowitz said that 
Orthodox Jews functioning in a secular world 
shoulder the responsibility of not only serv
ing as role models but "inspiring those 
around them to pursue higher standards in 
ethics and morality with their own impecca
ble conduct in terms of emes and yashrus (truth 
and integrity)." 

Panelist Dr. Jacob Landynski, a member of 
the graduate faculty of the New School for 
Social Research (New York), said that "no 
matter how hospitable the environment, one 
must embrace it with a certain feeling of 
alienation as one encounters values that are 
antithetical to Torah ideals." He added that 
"except for a very fortunate few, the theme 
of the survival of the Orthodox Jew in the 
Non-Jewsh World is universal to all Jews and 
is not necessarily restricted to those in the 
professions and business." 

Eli Fink, a partner with Deloitte, Haskins 
and Sells, one of the nation's leading account
ing firms, said that regardless of professional 
achievement it is "very important that peo
ple do not lose their identity as Jews, and also 
recognize the hazards of emulating the life
styles of those they encounter in their work, 
when it conflicts with Yiddishkeif." 

Kenneth Spetner of St. Louis, a successful 
businessman who is the general agent for 
Trans America Life Insurance, said that 
Orthodox Jews in the marketplace had the 
opportunity for Kiddush Hashem (sanctifying 
the Lord's name) by exemplary conduct, but 
could just as easily be responsible for a Chillul 
Hashem (desecrating the Lord's name) by 
irresponsible behavior." The session was 
chaired by Rabbi Baruch Taub, a Rav in 
Toronto. 
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Now available on 
AIRLINES, 
including: EL Al, METRO, TWA, PAN AM, 
KLM, SWISSAIR, BRITISH AIRWA VS, 
SABENA, OLYMPIC, AIR FRANCE, 
LUFTHANSA, VARIG and ARISTA 

Also in hospitals, homes for 
senior citizens and hotels. 
REMEMBER: When flying 
(domestic or overseas), be sure 
to request Meal Mart kosher 
meals by name when purchasing 
your ticket and when confirming 
your flight. 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 

which has provided the 
most deliciously prepared Glatt 
Kosher Foods for generations 
through its many retail outlets is 
proud to announce that now, for 
the first time we have available 

A FULL LINE OF 
GOURMET MEALS 
just heat and serve! 

272-1080 

Our Glatt Kosher meals are prepared in a U. S. Goverment inspected kitchen under the strict 
RABBINICAL SUPERVISION of the Grand Rabbi of Nirbator. 



A Convention First: 
Four Workshops 

In an Agudath Israel first, the Convention 
broke up into four separate workshops on 
Friday morning, to discuss different areas of 
activity and to offer suggestions for en
hancement. These included, "Age-old Prob
lem of Hatzoioh," with panelists, Rabbi Dovid 
Goldwasser (Director, "Chizuk-The Torah 
Link"), Mordechai Neustadt (Chairman, 
Vaad L 'Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel), chaired by 
Rabbi Yoe! Kramer, (Menahel, Prospect Park 
Bnos Leah); "Organizing Grass Roots for 
Constructive Torah Projects," with panel
ists: Rabbi Yaakov Bender (Menahel, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah), chaired by Rabbi Fred Pfeif
fer (Montreal); "The Crisis in Torah Chi
nuch: To Whom it May Concern," with panel
ists: Rabbi Joseph Elias (Menahel, Rika 
Breuer Teachers Institute), David Singer 
(Chairman, Board of Directors, Torah Ume
sorah), chaired by Willy Wiesner (President, 
Yeshiva Torah Temimah); and "Projecting 
Tor ah Views Through the Effective Use of 
Mass Communication," with panelists: Jo
seph Friedenson (Editor, Dos Yiddishe VorO, 
Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky (Director of 
Government and Public Affairs Agudath 
Israel of America), Rabbi Nissan Wolpin, 
(Editor, The Jewish Observer), chaired by Mena
chem Greenberg, (Assistant Vice President 
for Public Relations, UMB Bank}. 

These workshops were followed up at a 
special session of Agudath Israel's Vaad Han
hala (Executive Board), where the various 
workshops reported on their deliberations, 
and suggestions were brought to the floor 
for further discussion and possible imple
mentation. 

The Convention chairmen were: Rabbi 
Shlomo Oppenheimer, who opened the con
vention and Rabbi Menachem Shayovich. 
Dr. Boruch Adler was Convention Coordi
nator, and Rabbi Eliyahu Abramczyk and 
David J. Schoenbrun were Program Co
ordinators. 

The convention closed with enough en
thusiasm and inspiration to hopefully guide 
the participants in a year of productive and 
fruitful activity aimed at personal growth 
and the betterment of Kial Yisroel. 

Rabbi Yaak011 Bender and Rabbi Sltmurl Bloom. 
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NEWS FROM 
AGUDATH ISRAEL 

Compiled by the 
Office of Government 

and Public Affairs 
Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, Director 

AGUDATH ISRAEL PREPARES 
FOR NEW 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
As legislative houses were reconvening 

throughout the country, the Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action of Agudath 
Israel prepared to present the agenda of the 
Orthodox Jewish community. In Washington 
new attempts will be made to pass a tuition tax 
credit bill, as well as other measures to assist 
yeshivas. In Albany, a state tuition tax credit 
will be introduced, as well as bills dealing with 
transportation, resource materials and state 
requirements. Agudath Israel will also main
tain a vigilance against attmepts to define 
death as the cessation of brain stem activity 
alone, which is contrary to Jewish law, and 
against proposals to allow medical examiners 
to routinely remove corneas during autopsies. 

In New Jersey, a newly organized Com
mission will be promoting an autopsy reform 
measure and a "Get'' bill. In Illinois, the 
Commission is in the courts defending a law 
passed last year to facilitate Sunday and holi
day burial. 

131 YOUTH 
"TORAH SCHOLARS" 

HONORED BY PIRCHEI 

131 members of Pirchei Agudath Israel 
were honored for their achievements in the 
various Torah contests sponsored by the 
Agudist youth agency-in contests such as 
Kedushas Shabbos, Mishnayos Bifnim and Has
madah. Finalists in this year's contests came 
from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Michigan, Texas, Connecticut, Upstate New 
York, and all sections of the N.Y. Metro
politan Area. Yosef Irons, Detroit, was the 
top winner of the KEDUSHAS 5HABBOS con
test with 279 hours of independent study, 
while runner-up Ekhonon Butrimowitz, 
Detroit, chalked up 277 hours, and Chaim 
Mordechai Mandel 262 hours. In Mishnayos 
Bifnim, Yossie Sapirman, Adelphia, N.J., was 
the top winner with 4,169 Mishnayos, and 
runner-up Hirsh Meyer Rosenbaum, Mon
sey, learned 3,850 Mishnayos. In the junior 
division Aharon Stern learned 2,552 Mish
nayos, and his brother, Yehuda Aryeh Leib 
Stern, chalked up 2,080 Mishnayos. 

In the Hasmodoh contest, Meyer Pam of 
Flatbush was the top winner with 100 hours 
and Pinchos Klapholtz of Maplewood, New 
Jersey, was runner-up with 88 hours. In the 
Junior Division, Ephraim Fishel Woloch of 
Monsey totalled 66 hours, and his brother, 
Avrohom Yitzchok Woloch, was dose behind 
with nearly 63 hours. 

RESHET PROGRAMS 
During Chanukah, Reshet Shiurei Torah 

of Agudath Israel of America, organized a 
special shiur from Rabbi Benzion Wosner, 
Ros he Yeshiva of Vaad Mish meres Stam and 
the Morah D'Ashrah of Chasidei Ger in 

300 shiurim in 70 shuls in the Flatbush area. 
These are but two highlights of a rapidly 
expanding program of Reshet whose primary 
mission is to facilitate the learning of Torah 
through chavrusos (study companions) and 

Monsey. Reshet also published a Flatbush groups. 
Shiurim Guide, consisting of a directory of 

N'Shei Session at Convention 
"Striving for Excellence" was the theme of 

the National Convention of N'shei (Agudath 
Women) of America held in conjunction with 
the convention of Agudath Israel of Amer
ica. Over 400 women from all over the 
United States and Canada attended. Ses
sions included: 

• An update on Kashrus by Rabbi Moshe 
Heineman, Rav of the Agudath Israel and 
director of the Vaad Hakashruth in Balti
more, Maryland.• Rebbitzin Rochel Sorotz
kin, of Yavneh Teacher's Seminary in Cleve~ 
land, delivered an inspiring shiur in Parshas 
Hashavua. • Rabbi Yechiel Perr of Yeshivas 
oerech Ayson, Far Rockaway, addressed the 
audience on the theme of the conference. • 
Three branch leaders were honored for 
many years of outstanding service: Mes
dames Charlotte Cohen of Baltimore, Sara 

Kaufman of Philadelphia, and Esther Pfeifer 
of Montreal. 

Mrs. Daniela E. Buxbaum, Executive Vice 
President of Agudah Women, reported on 
the latest N'shei activity in Israel. Particu
larly moving were episodes of children res
cued from missions, cared for by N'shei. To 
mark the 50th Yahrzeit of the Chafetz Chaim, 
she proposed that Guard Your Tongue, thedas· 
sic work on proper speech, be incorporated 
into N'shei study programs. 

Mrs. Esther Knobel read T'hi/lim at the 
dosing session in keeping with the daily 
schedule of the world-wide N'shei Agudah 
program. Rebbitzen Josephine Reichel who 
chaired the dosing session introduced Mrs. 
Rita Siff, new National Administrator of 
Agudah Women. Other convention session 
chairmen were Rebbitzen Chaya Frankel 
and Mrs. Judy Weinberger. 
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SEMINAR FOR YESHIVOS 
More than 100 N.Y. Metropolitan Area 

yeshivas participated in a unique seminar in 
December as part of a program sponsored by 
the Commission on Legislation and Civic 
Action of Agudath Israel of America. The 
topic of the seminar was "What the New 
1983 Social Security Law Means to Yeshivos 

and Their Personnel" and is part of a series of 
seminars on government related issues that 
have been sponsored by Agudath Israel dur
ing the past few years. The chairman of the 
session was Jacob I. Friedman-a partner 
with Proskauer, Rose, Goetz and Mendelson
who is a member of the Agudath Israel's 
Legislative Commission. Other seminar par-

ticipants included Sandra Harman of the 
Social Security Administration in Baltimore; 
Mel Zachter, a CPA and a partner with Loeb 
and Troper; and Fred Rothman, the tax man
ager for the prestigious firm. The conference 
was coordinated by Shmuel Prager, the gen
eral counsel of the Commission on Legisla
tion and Civic Action. 

AN EVENT WORTH 
REMEMBERING 
- If You Were There ... 

AND ONE WORTH 
RECAPTURING 

Even If You Weren't There: 
The Excitement And Inspiration Of The 

Recent 61st Annual Convention 
Of Agudath Israel Of America 

Can Now Be Yours -

Available On 90 Minute Cassettes: 

• Tape I - The Chofetz Chaim 
Rav Yoseif Fruchthandler: Introduction 

Rav Shimon Schwab: A Visit With 

The Chofetz Chaim, 53 Years Ago 

Rav Avrohom Gershon Zaks: Preserving 

A Sacred Legacy 

•Tape II 
Rav Avrohom Pam: The Chofetz Chaim 

Speaks To Us Today 

Rav Henoch Lebowitz: Maintaining Integrity 
In A Non-Jewish World• 

• Tape Ill Keynote Session (Motzaei Shabbos) 
Rav Moshe Feinstein - Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky 

Rav Yaakov Yosef Ruderman -
Rav Mordechal Gitter• 

Rav Moshe Sherer• 

Rav Moshe Horowitz (Bostoner Rebbe) 

Each Tape: $4.00 - Set of 3 Tapes For $10.00 
'English 

Agudath Israel of America I Audio Visual Dept. 
5 Beekman Street, New York City 10038 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed please find $ ..... for ..... sets of Tape 1, 2. 3, 
(Please circle choices) and send to: 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip -----------------
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"l Can Hardly Wait!" 

That's one expression you'll be hearing a lot over the 

winter. From the many boys who dream, a\I through 

the frost, of their chance to experience the most won

derlul summer of their lives high in the Poconos at 

Camp Naarim. 

And can you really blame them? With so much to 

look forward to, ifs no wonder their young imagina

tions are bursting with excitement and anticipation at 

the mere thought of the coming camp se~n. The 

wann spirit, the friendly staff and the outstanding facil

ities that abound at Camp Naarim are enough to nur

ture sweet dreams in the mind of any Yeshiva boy, 

Facilities such as: 
0 A beautiful 170 acre pine tree lined campus 
O An ultra modem 6 court indoor gymnasium 
0 A 15 acre lake with rowboats and canoes 
0 3 vast baseball fields with backstops and basepaths 
0 An Olympic sized filtered smimming pool, with a 

large diving board 
0 3 professional tennis courts 
0 An expansive, airy dining room. illuminated by large 

picture windows 
0 A most extensive menu for every meal, combining 

quality and taste, carefully orepared by the camp chef. 
O Cheerful, modem bunkhouses with shower ana 

bathroom in each 
O Wooded, rustic hiking trails and cookouts and over

night hikes 
O An in depth learning program with experienced 

mechanchim to prepare our campers for the next 
school year 

So, if you can hardiy wait, register your child now for 
Camp Naarim's 1984 season and make the dream a 
reality. 

Write; 1560-5lst Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11219 
Or Call; (2121871-0521or438-5044 
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SHEMESH 

• • Put a little sunshine on your table 
and enjoy healthy snacks and 
sandwiches of delicious new 
Shemesh cheeses under the 

• supervision of the Tselemer Rav. 
AVAILABLE IN ALL THESE TASTY FLAVORS: 

SLICED AMERICAN CHEESE• SLICED SMOKED· 
SLICED MUENSTER• MONTEREY JACK• PEPPER 

JACK• ONION JACK• GARLIC JACK• CHEDDAR 

WE NOW HAVE AVAILABLE 12 
OZ. PROCESS AMERICAN 
CHEESE IN PACKAGES 18 INDl
VIDUALL Y WRAPPED SLICES. 
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